
By Eden Jablon
Staff Writer

As a school with an estimated 
700 undergraduates who identify as 
Jewish, Wesleyan’s willingness to ac-
commodate the kosher-for-Passover 
demographic is hardly a surprise. 
The wide range of kosher-for-Pass-
over options is a particular delight 
to the Wesleyan Jewish community.

The holiday, which takes place 
this year from April 14 through 
April 22, mandates that Jews not 
eat hametz: any food that contains 
grain and water and has fermented. 
This noticeably includes bread, ce-
real, and pasta. Ashkenazic Jews 
(Jews of European descent) are sup-
posed to avoid legumes as well.

For some, avoiding these foods 
also means not using dishes and 
pots that have once held them. Of 
course, in reality the range of obser-

Passover at Wes Promises Options 
for All Types of Observance

vance is broad. Some forgo only bread, 
some carefully regulate their diet, and 
some continue to eat normally.

“I haven’t ever kept kosher be-
fore, but I thought that this would be 
a good year to try,” said Alexa Wheeler 
’17. “Because I’ve never done it before, 
I wasn’t prepared to go that out of my 
way to keep kosher. I know I could 
have if I really wanted to, but because 
I’m not that observant, I didn’t really 
bother.”

Yet even those with a more exact-
ing level of observance, such as Mira 
Klein ’17, found the adjustments to 
their diet relatively easy to make.

“My dietary observance of 
Passover is pretty strict in comparison 
to many students on campus,” Klein 
said. “[But] keeping [Passover] has not 
been too difficult for me.”

Bon Appétit Operations Director 
Philip Abraham explained the lengths 
Wesleyan goes to in order to ensure that 

all students are able to respect their level 
of observance.

“Bon Appétit cooks prepare all the 
Passover dishes, as well as remove all the 
leavened food which may not be eaten 
during Passover, as well as work with 
Rabbi David [Jewish Chaplain David 
Teva] to kasher all of the kosher areas. 
We have purchased special Passover 
dishes and utensils as budgetary condi-
tions permit,” Abraham said.  “Anyone 
in the community is welcome to sup-
port the station through donations.”

In addition to the meals avail-
able in the kosher section of the Usdan 
Marketplace during Passover (two of 
which were on the weekend, when 
the kosher section is typically closed), 
students had access to a limited selec-
tion of kosher-for-Passover foods in 
Weshop, two Passover dinners (one 
in the Daniel Family Commons, the 
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By Charles Martin
Staff Writer

Last Friday, Earth House received 
an injection of soul, serving as the 
third stopping point for the tour of the 
“Adventure Soul” duo Milo & Otis. 
Celebrating their second album release, 
the two incorporated groovy bass and 
transcendental electronics to set the 
entire audience on a musical journey, 
aided immensely by the talent of the 
opening acts.

As the audience steadily filed in 
over the course of the night, it was 
treated to an impressive yet soothingly 
casual set by two of Wesleyan’s own 
groups. The first was on-campus duo 
Hana Elion ’15 and Sam Wheeler ’15. 
With both on the guitar and Elion on 
vocals, the duo played cool blues and 
rock covers of songs such as The Beatles’ 
“Oh Darling” and Lauryn Hill’s “Can’t 
Take My Eyes Off of You.” Elion was 

then joined by Ari Ebstein ’16 and Jay 
Sharma ’16, the three of whom make 
up the group Spliffjam. By this time, 
Earth House was starting to fill up, and 
the audience’s excitement was grow-
ing, so it was a little odd, but definitely 
unique, when Ebstein decided to do 
what he called “a social experiment.” 
He asked the entire audience to sit on 
the floor as the group played their set, 
while also inviting anyone to come up 
and take the microphone while they 
were playing. Ultimately, no one did, 
but that might largely be because no 
one wanted to interrupt the impressive 
set. Consisting of one long song, the 
entire piece had an incredibly satisfying 
improvisational feel, with the three of 
them starting with a very well-defined 
sense of structure, then slowly branch-
ing out into more free-form work, be-
fore finally bringing it all back for the 
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By Haenah Kwon
Staff Writer

Behind the Usdan University 
Center and the Center for the Arts 
(CFA), the Mansfield Freeman 
Center for East Asian Studies 
(FEAS) stands proudly. At first 
glance, the center resembles many 
of the other European-style build-
ings on campus. However, visitors 
should not be fooled: the inside of 
the Center is dedicated entirely to 
the cultural study and celebration of 
China, Japan, and Korea.

The Shoyoan Tatami Room, 
or the Japanese tearoom, features 
translucent paper doors and wood-
en mats on the floor. It leads to a 
meticulously crafted Japanese gar-
den, home to beautiful cherry blos-

Milo & Otis Electrifies 
Earth House on Friday

soms and Korean limes. Just next to the 
Tatami Room is the gallery, entertain-
ing visitors with lively Cambodian art 
and music.

The full experience of the Center, 
though, is not complete without an 
acknowledgement of its deeply rooted 
history.

Past: A Mission to Educate 
Americans

A few years after graduating 
from Wesleyan University, Mansfield 
Freeman ’16—that is, class of 1916—
went to China and completely im-
mersed himself in learning Chinese 
language and philosophy, all while 
teaching English and working in the 
insurance business. During his time in 
China, he realized how little people in 
America were exposed to Chinese and 

East Asian cultures.
In a 1988 letter to Mansfield 

Freeman Professor of East Asian Studies 
Vera Schwarcz, who is the founding di-
rector of the Center, he wrote:

“In the past this country has fre-
quently blundered in its relations with 
Far Eastern peoples, not from intent 
but from a lack of understanding of the 
feelings and attributes of people who 
spoke a different language and had been 
nurtured under philosophies different 
from ours.”

In the late 1970s, the University 
took up Freeman’s mission to spread 
East Asian culture to American stu-
dents, beginning with a small program 
on language and history. Along with 
this, Wesleyan hosted an annual lecture 

WSA Votes to Pass 
Resolution B

By Millie Dent
News Editor

On Sunday, April 20, a majority 
vote by the members of the Wesleyan 
Student Assembly (WSA) passed a 
resolution calling for the fraternities 
with houses on campus to become 
coeducational.

“[The WSA] calls upon the 
Wesleyan administration to renew 
program-housing status to any cur-
rently housed fraternity that, by the 
end of Fall 2014, becomes co-edu-
cational in constitution and demon-
strates a clear and swift plan of action 
to become substantively in member-
ship and residence, beginning with 
an initial co-educated pledge class in 
Spring 2015,” the resolution reads.

WSA President Nicole 

Updegrove ’14 described the vote at 
the meeting.

“The WSA voted 14 for, 
12 against, and 1 abstaining,” 
Updegrove wrote in an email to The 
Argus. “[Eleven] members were not 
in attendance, mostly due to a con-
fluence of holidays. I would certainly 
call [four] separate meetings on the 
issue a difficult process!”

WSA Student Budget 
Committee Chair and Vice 
President-elect Nicole Brenner ’15 
further elaborated upon the vote.

“The WSA seemed really split 
on this vote,” Brenner wrote in an 
email to The Argus. “It’s always diffi-
cult to approach such a complicated-
problem, and the sensitivity of this 
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In addition to housing the College of East Asian Studies, the Mansfield Freeman Center holds a variety 
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X-Tacy Presents: The Sextacy Scandal went up in the Westco Café 
this weekend. Drawing inspiration from the TV show “Scandal,” it 
featured at least 10 Olitz relationships’ worth of sexiness.

The Sextacy Scandal
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WESPEAKS

Wespeaks are a forum for 
student opinion, debate, 
ideas, rants, quips, and 
anything you want to 

share.

Got an opinion? Wanna 
share it?
Write a Wespeak!

Submit online: 
wesleyanargus.com
Submit via email: 
argus@wesleyan.edu
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By Marissa Castrigno and niColE 
stanton

A message for incoming fresh-
men:

As college decision time ap-
proaches, it is important to realize 
that the community that you choose 
will inevitably influence you beyond 
your college career.

You don’t come to Wesleyan or 
any college with the primary goal 
of developing the institution; while 
it’s important to acknowledge where 
you are and the micro-community 
you are a part of, you will also leave 
it after four short years. Wesleyan, 
and college in general, is about self-
development, so that we as young 
adults can fight against the prob-
lems mentioned in “To the admit-
ted students” that go way beyond 
this place. The authors of that article 
emphasize closed-mindedness, and 
systemic oppression by the Wesleyan 
administration. But they wrote a we-
speak, and the student body knows 
about it, they care, and in turn they 
are questioning the validity of the 

article’s claims. “To the admitted 
students” paints a pessimistic picture 
of our university, a picture that is 
proven to be false in many ways by 
the student body’s reaction to it. Our 
response hopes to offer another idea, 
not better or worse, to be questioned 
too.

Most of the criticisms lodged 
against our school are not specific to 
us, nor are they specific complaints 
addressing individual events or cir-
cumstances here. We, as individu-
als, propose a few broad (optimistic) 
strokes of our own.

1. Wesleyan is a liberal arts college, 
and all colleges are subject to societal 
truths.
2. Colleges are small samples of na-
tional society, which perpetuate class 
divisions through federal policies 
and a history of oppression (race, 
gender, sexual orientation, individu-
al expression, regionalism, et cetera). 
Wesleyan is a place that acknowl-
edges that truth, accepts that it exists 
inside society, and allows for vocal 
activism of all kinds.
3. Colleges bring together students 

of diverse backgrounds, perspectives, 
and experiences. Wesleyan is a place 
that engages these differences and 
considers how they might enrich 
the whole student body. It does so 
through facilitating spaces for col-
laboration that utilize these differ-
ences for creation - art, music, po-
etry, dance, etc.
4. Colleges can harbor a disregard 
for those who maintain living spac-
es, communal spaces, and campus 
greens. Mob mentality dissolves indi-
vidual responsibility and is rampant 
throughout all of the nation’s 3,000+ 
colleges and universities. Wesleyan 
is a place is not exempt from mob 
mentality; it is also a place however, 
where students are conscious of the 
struggle for workers’ rights. We are 
also an environmentally concerned 
campus.
5. Some colleges are run more effi-
ciently than others. Wesleyan is often 
disorganized and forgetful. Special 
permissions don’t go through the 
necessary channels, doors that need 
to be unlocked are not, classrooms 
are double-booked, and getting ac-
cess to spaces can be long, unexpect-

ed waits as Public Safety brings keys. 
Rather than oppression it should be 
called incompetence.

This is not a dark hole of un-
bearable oppressive forces. It’s a col-
lege. There are happy students here, 
thoughtful and engaged and interest-
ing students.

Wesleyan students go outside of 
the classroom to call for thought and 
look for ways to apply our ideas to 
our growing selves, community, and 
world. So please do not be discour-
aged by “To the admitted students.” 
It illustrates only one point of view, 
and there are many others co-exist-
ing within Wesleyan.

Keep Wes Weird. Keep Wes 
Diverse. Keep Wes an Activist 
University. Let Wes own its multi-
faceted identity and face its flaws 
with an optimistic view on how to 
improve upon them. The saving 
grace of Wesleyan is not activism, it’s 
that we have not only a stage for this 
discussion, but also an audience.

Welcome, Class of 2018.

Castrigno and Stanton are mem-
bers of the class of 2015.

In defense of an imperfect Wesleyan
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issue only made reaching a decision 
more complicated. One of the hardest 
parts is deciding when the time is right 
to come to a vote; it’s always hard to 
decide to cut off a conversation but at 
a certain point there’s not much more 
that can be said.”

Brenner also discussed her con-
cerns regarding the implications of the 
resolution, pointing to the fact that 
Beta Theta Pi (Beta) and Delta Kappa 
Epsilon (DKE) would likely be forced 
to give up their houses if the adminis-
tration requires them to become co-
educational (there are no nationally 
recognized co-ed chapters of either fra-
ternity).

“I think that requiring Beta, DKE, 
and Psi U [Psi Upsilon] to become co-
educational, knowing that Beta and 
DKE wouldn’t be able to exist under 
their national chapter, under that condi-
tion, I don’t think that’s an appropriate 
response,” Brenner said. “I don’t think 
it’s an appropriate first step in solving 
that issue, especially something that 
pervades all aspects of our campus…. I 
would rather take a little bit more time 
and work with the groups to find rea-
sonable steps they could take.”

The resolution has not been partic-
ularly well-received by the University’s 
fraternities: representatives of DKE, 
Beta, and Psi U have all expressed con-
cerns.

DKE President Peter George ’15 
wrote a statement to The Argus on be-
half of the fraternity asserting the frater-
nity’s position on the resolution.

“DKE also supports the American 
right to free association, and we oppose 

Resolution B because it infringes on that 
right,” the statement reads. “Equally 
important, we oppose Resolution B be-
cause it does not address the root cause 
of this serious problem. The mere exis-
tence of men’s fraternities at Wesleyan is 
not a cause of violence against women. 
Requiring the men’s fraternities to be-
come coeducational organizations is 
very well-intentioned, but will do noth-
ing to protect women from threats to 
their safety.”

Director of Communication at the 
Beta Theta Pi Foundation Martin Cobb 
explained the national fraternity’s stance 
on the resolution.

“The Fraternity cannot support 
any resolution that would violate the 
constitutional rights of any private or-
ganization to freely assemble and select 
its own membership,” Cobb wrote in 
an email to The Argus. “The precedent 
of such a decision would not only in-
vite the harshest of legal criticisms, but 
it would undermine the very spirit of 
the Wesleyan experience, one that is 
built upon intellectual growth and per-
sonal development—both of which are 
fostered and encouraged by respecting 
individual student choices of how and 
where to get involved on campus.”

Psi U President Jaime de Venecia 
’15 also expressed concerns about the 
Resolution, emphasizing the fact that 
making fraternities coeducational is no 
guarantee of ending sexual violence.

“I just don’t think that you can 
conclude that de-gendering a single-sex 
fraternity or making [it] co-educated...
will absolutely decrease the rates of 
sexual assault,” de Venecia said. “I 
think that men and women living to-
gether is definitely a nice environment 

and it helps both sides just learn more 
and improve as people, but I just don’t 
think that that will necessarily decrease 
the chance of sexual assault occurring. 
Parties will still happen; people will still 
be very drunk.”

De Venecia emphasized that opin-
ions within Psi U are mixed, with some 
members backing becoming coeduca-
tional.

“There are definitely some broth-
ers who are in support of co-education,” 
de Venecia said. “It [might not] decrease 
rates of sexual assault, but rather they 
just believe in co-education on principle 
and it’s just a correct thing to do, which 
I totally understand. And of course 
there are some brothers who love our 
tradition to the point that they feel that 
co-education is not the answer but do 
obviously want to address this issue that 
has become such a big one on campus.”

WSA Academic Affairs Chair and 
President-elect Grant Tanenbaum ’15 
addressed this concern, noting that 
while making fraternities may not solve 
the problem of sexual assault, it may 
form one of many steps in a lengthier 
process.

“I think students are standing up 
and saying ‘I don’t feel safe in a space,’ 
and these are University-sponsored 
spaces and that can’t be ignored,” 
Tanenbaum said. “And if they don’t feel 
safe, they don’t feel safe. I think sexual 
assault is a huge problem and I think ev-
eryone agrees that it has to be stopped. I 
think it’s okay to look at it in pieces and 
try to solve it in pieces because we can’t 
solve it all at once.”

WSA Vice President Andrew 
Trexler ’14 said his vote in favor of the 
resolution was an easy one.

Resolution: WSA Asks Administration to Enforce 
Fraternity Co-Education by Spring 2015

By Tess Morgan
News Editor

On Saturday, April 19, Wesleyan 
Diversity Education Facilitators 
(WesDEF) May Treuhaft-Ali ’17 and 
Vanessa Bernard ’16 organized a fo-
rum titled “Who Run the World?” 
The workshop encouraged attendees 
to address topics of feminism, feminin-
ity, and sexuality as presented in singer 
Beyoncé’s lyrics.

Treuhaft-Ali and Bernard began 
the meeting by stressing the need for a 
thoughtful dissection of Beyoncé’s lyr-
ics, which often address what it means 
to be a woman in today’s culture. The 
organizers asked students to get in small 
groups to discuss assigned Beyoncé 
songs, including “Blow,” “Ego,” and 
“Diva.”

“The goal of the discussion was 
to think of Beyoncé more critically and 
look more at what she’s trying to say, 
what her image is, and what she’s trying 
to convey [in her music] and how be-
ing a feminist plays into that,” Bernard 
said.

Fellow WesDEF Alexandra 
Ricks ’16 commented on Bernard and 
Treuhaft-Ali’s organization of the event.

“They did a great job moderating 
and they had a good mix of activities,” 
Ricks said. “I liked looking at the lyr-
ics; I hadn’t looked at them very closely 
before. And the video clips and pictures 
of how she looked before and how she 
looks now were all very interesting.”

Bernard described the overlap 
between the discussion and WesDEF’s 
objectives.

“WesDEF is about discussing dif-

ferent social justice and diversity issues, 
and I think this was a good way to talk 
about Beyoncé and feminism in popu-
lar culture,” Bernard said.

During the discussion, students 
argued that Beyoncé’s move toward 
feminism follows a recent trend in the 
media and might be a business decision 
more than an indication of her beliefs. 
Bernard described the controversy sur-
rounding Beyoncé’s brand of feminism.

“I found it very interesting that 
she recently came out as a feminist and 
that her latest album isn’t necessarily 
conflicting, but doesn’t [conform] to 
some of her past messages,” Bernard 
said.

Attendees brought up the mul-
tiple controversies surrounding the 
singer’s most recent, self-titled album 
Beyoncé. One song, titled “XO,” opens 
with a sound clip from the space shuttle 
Challenger catastrophe that occurred in 
1986, an addition that prompted an of-
ficial response from NASA and outrage 
from the families of the victims of the 
accident.

Later in the meeting, discussion 
turned to another song off the album, 
“Drunk in Love.” Students argued that, 
as a direct reference to Ike and Tina 
Turner’s abusive marriage, Jay-Z’s line 
“Eat the cake, Anna Mae” fails to repre-
sent Beyoncé’s supposedly feminist ide-
als. Bernard commented on this lyric.

“I’ve seen the biopic of Tina 
Turner’s life and that’s an actual scene; 
her jealous husband is shoving cake in 
her face and it was really tough because 
that was a notoriously abusive relation-
ship and…I feel like that just wasn’t 
the right way to deal with the topic [of 

WesDEF Event Discusses 
Feminism in Music

“It has not been easy to watch oth-
ers struggle with it so much, but I have 
not heard a single argument against 
[the resolution] that I find remotely 
convincing,” Trexler wrote in an email 
to The Argus. “The vast majority of 
arguments against are derived from a 
desire to preserve a privilege for an al-
ready privileged group or derived from a 
willingness to compromise meaningful 
progress to avoid hurt feelings, and nei-
ther tack is convincing to me in the face 
of incredible community harm already 
being done.”

A March 27 Argus article regard-
ing the recent lawsuit against Psi U 
quoted President Michael Roth on the 
state of fraternities at the University. In 
that quote, Roth said that he had not 
yet seen clear evidence that abolishing 
fraternities would end sexual violence 
on campus but noted that if the com-
munity sentiment were to indicate oth-
erwise, the administration would take 
action.

In response to the passing of 
Resolution B, Roth provided an update 
on his stance.

“I’ve followed conversations about 
the future of fraternities at Wesleyan 
with great interest, and, given my own 
experience, I am encouraged by the co-
education proposal supported by the 
WSA and several faculty members,” 
Roth wrote in an email to The Argus. “I 
will continue to discuss these issues with 
faculty, staff, students and alumni, and 
will have more to say to the Wesleyan 
community after the Board of Trustees 
meeting in late May.”

Vice President for Student Affairs 
Dean Michael Whaley argued that al-
though statistics might not be reason 

enough to make fraternities coeduca-
tional, the University’s environment 
might be.

“Given that only a tiny fraction 
[of ] sexual assaults are reported, look-
ing at quantitative data doesn’t support 
a specific action,” Whaley wrote in an 
email to The Argus. “But, I find the 
qualitative data about how female and 
trans* students feel about these spaces 
quite compelling. Although reasonable 
people may disagree, I feel that the sta-
tus quo is not tenable. We will continue 
to listen and consult and then move for-
ward with the changes that seem to best 
respond to the issues raised during these 
debates.”

Tanenbaum hopes that people in-
volved in the dialogue remember that 
the main goal is to end sexual assault on 
campus, adding that he is disheartened 
when the conversation topic strays.

“I want to make sure that the moti-
vations we all share are achieved by what 
these resolutions call for,” Tanenbaum 
said. “I think the division between unaf-
filiated and affiliated students on cam-
pus has been really discouraging to a lot 
of people in the debate who, like I said 
before, share the same goals. I think a lot 
of students who I’ve been talking to on 
campus have felt that conversation has 
become unproductive.”

Now that the resolution has been 
passed, the WSA will introduce it to 
Roth, Whaley, and the Board of Trustees.

“Ultimately, this resolution rep-
resents our formal recommendation 
about Greek life,” Updegrove wrote. 
“It should be noted that there is more 
legislation that we expect to vote on 
next week about broader sexual assault 
reforms.”

spousal abuse],” Bernard said. “Also, 
even after all the backlash about it, they 
still said [the line] at their performance 
at the Grammys. It’s almost like they’re 
standing by a business decision that 
they made.”

Attendees reacted positively to the 
discussion.

“I thought we had a really inter-
esting conversation and I got a lot out 
of it,” Ricks said. “I hadn’t thought so 
critically about Beyoncé before, just ‘I 
like her music.’ I feel like they did a 
great job, and now I think I don’t like 
Beyoncé. I still like her music, but her 
image is a bit constructed and I wish 
she were more of a feminist.”

Other students retained a more 
upbeat perception of the singer.

“I love Beyoncé’s new album and 
both my sister and I are very into the 
idea of Beyoncé being a feminist,” said 
Jennifer Siranosian ’17. “I think [the 
conversation shed] more negative light 
on her. I was expecting us to embrace 
Beyoncé’s message…more, but it was 
more about critiquing her message and 
image. It was very eye-opening: it left 
me thinking differently about Beyoncé 
than before, but I still will continue to 
love her music. It just opened my eyes 
to new things about her.”

Bernard echoed Siranosian’s senti-
ments.

“One person mentioned that she 
is a businesswoman, and how that plays 
into her [change in image]: her skin 
lightening, her hair being straightened,” 
Bernard said. “In a way, you can’t be 
mad at her for that because that’s part of 
her success and it’s strategic. I have a lot 
of respect for her in a business sense.”
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By Anne Leonardo
Contributing Writer

On Friday, April 18, Associate 
Professor of Government Mary Alice 
Haddad spoke about her current re-
search project, Eco-Tools, which she is 
looking to develop into a tool to map 
energy usage across the world. The talk, 
titled “Connecting Wesleyan to the 
World: Environmental Politics,” was co-
sponsored by the Wesleyan International 
Relations Association (WIRA) and 
Model United Nations (MUN).

Haddad works with Eco-Tools to 
map technology use on the University’s 
campus. The project began with a map of 
campus energy usage. Haddad and a team 
of students were able to measure which 
of the companies that the University’s IT 
Department works with are or are not 
eco-friendly, and posted this information 
on the Eco-Tools website.

Haddad and the University admin-
istration recently signed an agreement 
with Second Nature, a nonprofit organi-
zation that attempts to create a sustain-
able society through higher education. 
The agreement will provide Haddad the 
resources she needs to expand her map-
ping to other college campuses.

Haddad had the idea for the project 
after meeting Ma Jun, an environmental-
ist and 2012 Goldman Environmental 
Prize recipient, who used government 
data to create an energy map of China. 
The map allowed him to assess how 
much energy foreign technology firms 
were using in the country, leading to 
greater pollution regulation.

Haddad hopes to use her current 
program as proof of concept for funding 
from Google, with which she could start 
mapping energy use in different countries 
around the world.

Haddad also spoke about JouleBug, 
a social media platform she brought to 
campus on which participants receive 
points for doing environmentally friendly 
activities. The program turns being green 
into a friendly competition, allowing stu-
dents to compete with their friends while 
saving energy. She hopes that the applica-
tion will generate information to use in 
research about how social media can help 
promote sustainability.

Wesleyan Model United Nations 
(WesMUN) Co-Head and WIRA 
Member Saahil Bhargava ’16 was excited 
about the event.

“Both WIRA and WesMUN had 
been planning to hold a talk with a pro-
fessor to raise interest in IR on campus,” 
Bhargava wrote in an email to The Argus. 
“Our goal was, in WIRA’s case, to get the 
club back up and running such that it 
could host multiple events each semester, 
and in WesMUN’s case, encourage more 
student participation in IR-related activi-
ties.”

WesMUN Co-Head Sadichchha 
Adhikari ’16 spoke about planning the 
lecture.

“[Bhargava] and I have Professor 
Haddad for Politics in China, and she’s 
actually one of the most interesting pro-
fessors I’ve ever had,” Adhikari said. “So 
we got to the professor before we got to 
the topic.”

WIRA Co-Presidents Cole Phillips 
’16 and Zachary Mintz ’15 shared their 
hopes for WIRA in the future.

“[WIRA] just re-formed again this 
year, so this is our first event for the spring, 
and then next year going forward we’re 
going to work for the rest of the spring 
and over the summer to come up with a 
list of guest speakers on a consistent roll-
ing basis,” Mintz said. “We’re looking for 
speakers to come in and lecture.”

Professor Haddad 
Discusses Eco-Tools

By Courtney Laermer
Assistant News Editor

Project “Not Asking For It” 
launched on Sunday, April 20 and 
Monday, April 21. The project’s inten-
tion is to spread awareness that, no matter 
their clothes, gender, or level of inebria-
tion, no one is ever asking to be sexually 
assaulted.

University students were provided 
with the opportunity to have either a 
picture or a dance video taken of them, 
wearing anything they chose, in an at-
tempt to show that they are not asking 
for “it.” The organizers of the project 
emphasized that “it” refers to unwanted 
commentary, name-calling, touching, ha-
rassment, assault, rape, or anything that 
makes the victim feel uncomfortable.

The project was organized by 
six freshmen: Sally Rappaport, Tessa 
Houstoun, Veronica Harrington, Russell 
Thomas, Abigail Cunniff, and Jesse 
Allain-Marcus.

SlutWalks that occurred in 2011 
in Toronto, Ontario helped the students 
come up with the idea. In a SlutWalk, ac-
tivists protest against the idea that what 
women wear, how much they drink, or 
how they behave can make them viable 
targets for rape. These walks have become 
one of the most visible feminist action 
movements over the past 20 years.

“I was inspired a lot from the 
SlutWalks where a lot of people got to-
gether in response to comments made 
and the lawsuits that were settled,” 
Rappaport said. “Perpetrators were let off 
because they used excuses like ‘she was 
wearing short shorts so I could do this.’ 
When I first saw the pictures [from the 
SlutWalks] on Facebook, I was inspired.”

Rappaport also noted that during 
the SlutWalks, protesters were stressing 

that sexual assault does not only happen 
to people who are dressed scandalously. 
Houstoun added that she was encouraged 
to assist in organizing Project “Not Asking 
For It” after attending the Wesleyan 
Student Assembly (WSA) meetings re-
garding sexual assault.

“A lot of people at the WSA meet-
ings say that the culture at Wesleyan needs 
to change,” Houstoun said. “[Project 
‘Not Asking For It’] is one way to tangibly 
make a statement.”

Coordinators of the project believe 
that, with the recent controversies sur-
rounding sexual assault on campus, it is 
an important time to begin the project.

“I thought it would be a really cool 
thing to say in response to everything go-
ing on,” Rappaport said. “In these talks 
at the WSA meetings, it has turned into 
people targeting people or people think-
ing that people are targeting people. This 
[project] is a way to bring everyone to-
gether. You can’t argue that this is ostraciz-
ing a certain individual or a group; it’s just 
people posing for a picture.”

Rappaport added that she has many 
friends that have been victims of sexual 
assault and she thinks the idea that per-
petrators can use excuses, such as “she was 
wearing a bikini” or “she was dancing like 
that,” is wrong.

“It makes me so sad when victims 
blame themselves,” Rappaport said. 
“Victim-blaming needs to stop, and I 
thought this would be one way to make 
sure that people who have been the victim 
don’t feel that they deserved this.”

Harrington expressed her feelings re-
garding the excuses that perpetrators use.

“I feel like I hear more about people 
blaming the victim,” Harrington said. “It 
needs to stop because it is ridiculous.”

As for future plans surrounding this 
topic, the organizers intend to post the 

Students Organize “Not Asking 
For It” to Fight Victim Blaming

pictures and videos on Facebook to 
spread their message. The main objec-
tive is for the movement to expand to 
other college campuses.

“A lot of people have expressed 
interest [in this project],” Rappaport 
said. “I want people to take a second 
to show that they are a normal person 
doing normal things. Based on how 
this goes we will decide what things 
we want to do in the future. It would 
be cool to see what we can present on 
Facebook. This is a project that per-
vades all cultures.”

Thomas added that he hopes the 
results of this project will enlighten 
future conversations.

“I hope this sets a tone in dis-
cussions and changing the culture in 
simple ways,” he said.

The organizers all agreed that, in 
a time when the topic of sexual assault 
is a hot-button issue on campus, this 
is a different approach to looking at it.

“This is one factor of the whole 
idea of sexual assault,” Houstoun said. 
“It is...a different perspective. It should 
spur different ways to resolve the issue 
without offending either party.”

Rappaport discussed what she 
believed are the benefits of this per-
spective.

“The conversation that happens 
on campus is all about assault, but I 
think that ‘it’ means commentary 
that is unwanted and unnecessary,” 
Rappaport said. “I think that this 
is responding to that part of it, too. 
Not just that this person made me do 
this sexual act with him, but it’s like 
all the commentary that comes with 
it, such as getting looked at funny...
getting cat-called, those are the things 
that I consider harmful and part of 
the culture.”
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NEO SORAWesCeleb:
By Rebecca Brill

Assistant Features Editor

You might not know Neo Sora 
’14, who currently serves as the presi-
dent of Eclectic, unless you’re a regu-
lar there. That’s because Sora, quiet 
and thoughtful behind wire-framed 
glasses, doesn’t spread himself too thin. 
Instead, he commits himself fully to 
projects about which he is truly pas-
sionate. The film and philosophy dou-
ble major spoke with The Argus about 
his presidential duties, the Ainu, and a 
film thesis so complicated it transcends 
explanation.

The Argus: What stuff are you in-
volved with on campus?
Neo Sora: I guess I’m involved in a 
lot of film-related things, and I’m in 
Eclectic. This year, that’s about it.

A: What about in the past years?
NS: In the past years, I was involved in 
some music stuff, a little bit, and that’s 
about it.

A: Are you a film major?
NS: Yeah. I’m a film and philosophy 
major.

A: Cool. How’d you decide on that?
NS: I don’t know. I sort of came into 
Wesleyan thinking I was going to be 
an anthro major, and I took a philoso-
phy class and I really, really enjoyed 
it freshman year. Then, in freshman 
year, I also took a film class. I did not 
expect I would be a film major at all, 
but I loved it, so I decided to be a film 

major.

A: What film projects did you work on 
this year?
NS: This year, mostly my thesis.

A: What is your thesis?
NS: It was a black and white 16-millimeter 
film; it’s hard to describe what it is. I just 
suggest you come to the screening on May 
10. I’m not going to try to explain it to 
you.

A: What are some film things you’ve 
worked on in the past?
NS: Last year, I DP-ed [director of pho-
tography] other people’s theses. I was the 
cinematographer. Last year, I worked on 
four theses. Aside from that, I’ve been do-
ing this very weird 48-hour festival thing 
every year. We have to make a movie in 48 
hours. And what else? This other personal 
project on the side.

A: What made you want to be in 
Eclectic?
NS: I don’t know. I didn’t really want to 
be in Eclectic freshman year, but my friend 
convinced me to, and I joined it. At first, I 
didn’t really enjoy it. I sort of was around; I 
didn’t really get myself involved. But then, 
after my semester off, I came back, and I 
lived in Eclectic for a semester, and that 
changed a lot of things. I got to know a 
lot of my friends now. It just made me like 
Eclectic a lot.

A: Were you involved in the music scene 
at Eclectic?
NS: Not really. It’s hard to say. I’m the 
president right now, so that’s about it.

A: What does that entail?
NS: Meetings. Dealing with the adminis-
tration, which is a hassle. It’s really annoy-
ing.

A: Do you know what you’re going to do 
after you graduate?
NS: Kind of. I’m enrolled in a summer 
course at Columbia. I’m going to Japan 
for a month right after I graduate. And I’m 
also going to be an apprentice with a trans-
lator, translating from Japanese to English. 
Hopefully, my future will involve lots of 
translating jobs, so I can, like, carry my 
laptop and go anywhere I want and work 
and feed myself. Nothing’s for sure, but 
hopefully it all comes together.

A: Do you think you’re going to live in 
New York after you graduate?
NS: Definitely not. I mean, maybe for a 
little bit just to orient myself and figure out 
what I’m going to do. But I was born in 
New York, so I’m a little bit tired of it.

A: Where do you think you would want 
to go?
NS: Anywhere, anywhere. I’m planning on 
being in Japan for the entirety of next year 
to film a documentary with my friends.

A: What’s the documentary about?
NS: It’s about this indigenous group in 
Northern Japan called the Ainu, and their 
culture and art and music, basically every-
thing about them. It’s really fascinating. 
I’ve also made new friends who are equally 
fascinated with them, so I guess it will be 
good.

A: How did you learn about that group of 

people?
NS: The Ainu? Just listened to their mu-
sic on CDs and stuff like that. They make 
music together. It’s really cool. The women 
just mostly get into groups and do kind 
of an a cappella thing but more rhythmic, 
and they add little taps and a hand-clap-
ping beat to it. It’s actually really funky. 
I got really, really into that. It’s just really 
interesting.

A: Are you generally interested in Japanese 
culture?
NS: Yeah, to an extent, since I am 
Japanese, and I lived in Japan for a few 
years as well, so I’m definitely interested. 
I love anime and Japanese art and all that 
stuff. The Japanese art scene in the past is 
also really cool.

A: You lived there while you were grow-
ing up?
NS: I lived there when I was six to nine, I 
guess. And I go back every year.

A: How was living in Japan?
NS: It was fun. I went to an international 
school, so it wasn’t completely Japanese. It 
was like, half international students, half 
Japanese kids. I really, really liked it, but 
after a certain amount of time, my parents 
got fed up with being in Japan and we 
moved back to New York.

A: What’s been your best memory at 
Wesleyan?
NS: Every year, Chana has been very fun.

A: How was this year’s?
NS: Very fun. I had to manage it a little 
bit more this year since I was organizing it, 
but still, it was very fun.

A: What’s organizing that like?
NS: A lot of paperwork, a lot of making 
sure people aren’t doing dumb shit, just a 

lot of annoying things.

A: How do you feel like you’ve 
changed over the course of your time 
at Wesleyan?
NS: I feel like I’ve changed a lot, actu-
ally. A lot of the philosophy classes I’ve 
taken have kind of changed the way I 
look at things. Especially [those taught 
by] this one professor named Elise 
Springer. She teaches ethics and other 
FGSS-related classes. I’ve taken a class 
per semester [with her].

A: What class of hers did you like the 
most?
NS: Most notably, Feminist 
Philosophy [and Moral Theory] was 
a big deal. It really changed the way I 
looked at people around me, society, 
all those good things. Over the years, I 
think I’ve become more calm.

A: What advice would you give to your 
freshman self?
NS: To stop being annoying. I feel like 
I was a little annoying and really anti-
social. I’m still antisocial, actually, but I 
was very antisocial freshman year and 
wasn’t willing to meet new people that 
often. I was just a hermit in my own 
room in the Butts. Definitely to meet 
more people, I suppose.

A: Is there certain stuff that you want 
to do before you graduate?
NS: Not much. Just hang out with my 
friends while I’m up here. I’m a super-
senior, so I should have graduated last 
year, so all my friends graduated last 
year. All my friends from 2013 gradu-
ated last year and I lost the bulk of my 
friend group. But now, basically all my 
friends are in Eclectic and I just want 
to hang out with them a lot before I 
graduate.

features

By Roxie Pell
Foreign Correspondent

Months of deflecting extended fam-
ily members’ inquiries and foraging for 
half-hearted small talk have whittled my 
justification for spending a semester in 
Prague down to “just tryna get me a piece 
of that democratic transition, ya know?” 
Which of course nobody does, consider-
ing the aforementioned statement doesn’t 
really mean anything. And if you’re look-
ing for a typical bullshit excuse for study 
abroad that also indirectly smacks of 
American privilege, well, there you go.

But with traces of the past around 
every corner, it’s almost impossible to ig-
nore the Czech Republic’s geopolitically 
fraught history. Taking into account my 
outsider’s bias toward interpreting the 
most innocuous cultural differences as ex-
otic socialist relics, it’s obvious living here 
that Central and Eastern Europe (CEE) 
remains a region of mixed political alle-
giances quite unlike the unifying ethos of 
capitalist individualism we Americans put 
so much stock in. While young Czechs 
tend to be passionate about Western ide-
als of freedom, some older conservatives 
are nostalgic for a time when homeless-
ness and unemployment were technically 

nonexistent in a country not yet governed 
by the ruthless laws of neoliberal self-in-
terest. Certain foundational assumptions 
behind the functioning of our society, 
though influential in Eastern Europe, are 
not always taken as givens by its inhabit-
ants.

Prague has become a popular travel 
destination because of its cobblestoned 
streets and baroque charm. Ride to the 
end of the Metro line, though, and you’ll 
see buildings get real Soviet real fast. The 
neighborhood of Háje, a functionalist 
sea of once-grey high-rises since painted 
garish pinks and sickly yellows in some 
feeble gesture toward architectural cheer, 
lies just beyond Prague’s storybook center, 
a fringe of historical reality surrounding 
touristic delusion. There are no bustling 
streets or beckoning storefronts in Háje; 
in fact, the area appears to host no com-
mercial activity at all, as if capitalism as 
a geographical force has not yet extended 
its reach outside the inner city. It’s easy 
to forget how little time has passed since 
communism shaped every aspect of daily 
life here, and just how deep its effects go, 
even now.

That isn’t to say things haven’t 
changed for the better. Evidence of 
America’s Cold War victory and subse-

quent global hegemony is almost ines-
capable in Eastern Europe’s metropolitan 
centers, to the extent that I’m tempted to 
wonder whether the region hasn’t simply 
been conquered by another power. Where 
once everyone learned to speak Russian, 
now English is required to get by in an 
international capitalist hierarchy with 
America at the top. Whenever I speak 
English to native speakers of Czech or 
Polish or Romanian or any other equally 
beautiful and culturally rich tongue, my 
conversation partners will almost always 
apologize for their incompetence, how-
ever proficient they are in a language so 
distant from their own.

Sure, this display of humility is 
partly just politeness. But in each of these 
interactions, which should ideally serve 
as equalizing instances of mutually ben-
eficial cultural exchange, I can’t help but 
detect certain rotten power dynamics at 
play. While my atrocious Czech pronun-
ciation, butchered Polish consonants, and 
nonexistent Slovak are assumed and gen-
erally accounted for, imperfect English on 
their end is treated as some inexcusable 
transgression for which they should feel 
ashamed, as if I have somehow earned the 
right to feel my country’s influence in the 
farthest corners of another continent.

With common sense and a little his-
torical consciousness, it shouldn’t be too 
difficult to figure out who’s to blame for 
these strangely unequal relations. Take, 
for example, this illustrative yet unsettling 
conversation I had with some random 
American douchebag on a train from 
Kraków to Prague:

Me: I always feel like such an asshole 
when I can’t speak Czech in their own 
country. Like I literally can’t say words.
Random Douchebag: Yeah, I kind of 
just follow a policy of “you don’t speak 
my language; you don’t get my money.”

Me: What? That’s ridiculous! It’s gross 
and discriminatory enough when people 

talk like that in America, but that logic 
doesn’t even apply here, etc.
RD: Whatever, I mean, we give them all 
their business.

Me: !!!!!

This all-too-familiar example of 
entitlement is indicative of something 
many of us have come to associate with 
the American traveler, engaged as ze of-
ten is in a process of simultaneous (in-
deed, codependent) cultural appropria-
tion and assertion of U.S. supremacy. To 
enumerate the ways I’ve seen American 
students in Prague disrespect and ridi-
cule the country hosting their European 
adventures would be a long and un-
necessary exercise. Yet I can’t help but 
draw connections between our brand of 
appropriation and Eastern Europeans’ 
seeming resignation to being appropriat-
ed: it’s as if everyone has mutually agreed 
to designate the entire world as America’s 
playground.

Cultural imperialism is far from 
America’s only mechanism of obtaining 
power: we establish dominance by at-
traction as much as exertion. I’ve seen 
young Eastern Europeans get starry-eyed 
at any mention of New York, listened to 
them talk about America as the holy grail 
of opportunity that jaded U.S. citizens 
have long since accepted does not exist. 
Though CEE countries are for the most 
part considered democratically consoli-
dated, poverty is widespread, and gov-
ernments are often disorganized or rife 
with corruption. America’s wealth, how-
ever disproportionately distributed, looks 
pretty good in comparison.

Still, anti-American sentiment is 
alive and well in Eastern Europe, howev-
er contradictory that may seem (it isn’t). 
There is an undeniable tension between 
the perception of America as a benevo-
lent messiah of Western capitalism and 
as a paternalistic international aggressor, 
perhaps because we ourselves haven’t yet 

decided what kind of superpower we 
are. Even the greatest country in the 
world can’t figure itself out.

The current crisis in Ukraine 
has reminded us all that the seeming-
ly antiquated East/West dichotomy 
is very much extant and making ev-
eryone nervous about its implications 
for the tenacity of liberal democratic 
values outside America and the EU. 
We speak again about a domino ef-
fect, speculating as to whether Russia’s 
continuing imperial ambitions will 
extend its influence way past any-
thing anyone is comfortable with, 
and we’re right to worry. After a few 
years of democratic consolidation and 
explosions of repressed ethnic tension 
following the fall of the Iron Curtain, 
CEE countries were considered for 
the most part to be “taken care of,” 
their role on the global stage negli-
gible, their boxes checked. Where 
Clinton focused his diplomatic eye on 
former Eastern floc members, Bush 
turned the country’s attention toward 
the Middle East. Though the shift 
didn’t seem all that important at the 
time, relations with Eastern Europe 
suffered.

In 2009, CEE politicians and 
intellectuals issued a clairvoyant letter 
to the Obama administration urging 
America to understand that their na-
tions continued to operate between 
two worlds—with Russia still un-
comfortably influential both cultur-
ally and economically through its mo-
nopoly on energy, Eastern Europeans 
were at risk of becoming neutralized 
in their allegiance to the West. I came 
to Prague in part because I was curi-
ous about the globalization of modern 
capitalism, but I’m leaving wondering 
under whose jurisdiction it took hold 
in the first place. The so-called neolib-
eral consensus may or may not have 
actually happened, but if it did, who 
really consented? And will it last?

Argus Abroad: Finding America in Eastern Europe

C/O ROXIE PELL
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about East Asia.
With greater support, the program 

expanded to the point of requiring a 
physical space to accommodate a much 
fuller learning experience. On Sept. 
26, 1987, the Freeman Center for East 
Asian Studies, which included the Paul 
Chi Meng Reading Room and Shoyoan 
Tatami Room, was inaugurated on 343 
Washington Terrace, becoming the new 
home to Freeman’s mission.

“[The] Freeman family wanted 
American students to understand 
Asia better,” Schwarcz said. “And we 
shouldn’t always have to travel to Asia to 
do that. Being in Wesleyan could make 
it meaningful in the larger Wesleyan 
context. That was the idea of the cen-

ter—as a place of art gallery, archives, 
and a research library.”

Present: An Unmatched Experience
Since its modest beginnings, the 

Freeman Center has grown rapidly.
In 1995, the Freeman Family 

Japanese Garden, designed by Stephen 
Morell, was built outside of the Tatami 
Room. In 2003, the Enxheng Tong 
Memorial library was dedicated. Most 
recently, in 2006, the center dedicated 
the Mary Houghton Freeman West 
Wing and Seminar Room.

The center’s growth can be seen 
not only in its architecture but also in its 
impressive number of programs.

The Center now holds a weekly 
Thursday night lecture series to educate 
not only students but also the greater 

public about dif-
ferent parts of 
East Asian cul-
ture. The topics 
of these lectures 
range widely; 
they cover reli-
gion, art, music, 
history, and poli-
tics.

P r o f e s s o r 
of Philosophy 
and East Asian 
Studies and 
Director of the 
FEAS Stephen 
Angle said that 
the lecture series 
became a learn-
ing ground for 
not only the stu-
dents but also 
faculty members 
in the East Asian 
Studies depart-
ment.

“Yesterday, 
we had a speaker 
talk about the 
missing girls of 
Asia,” Angle said. 
“The speaker 

was a demographer born in India who 
worked in the UN, and she gave a fas-
cinating presentation on the long-term 
consequences for China and parts of 
India. It was all very social science-y, 
with a lot of graphs and data, which is 
different from philosophy. But it was 
understandable.”

Angle added that this lecture se-
ries has allowed him to expand his own 
thinking as well.

“That kind of learning, whether 
it is an art historian speaking, or histo-
rian, or political scientist—it’s all differ-
ent from what I do. It’s one of the cool 
things about Wesleyan—to be able to 
break out of certain disciplinary frame-
works,” he said. “Maybe it’s relevant to 
my research, or maybe it’s just really fas-
cinating.”

After a busy night at the Thursday 
lectures, the Freeman Center starts an-
other program immediately the next 
morning. At around 11 a.m. on a recent 
Friday, the leaders of the student-run 
outreach program, Miranda Linsky ’14 
and Mao Misaki ’15, began preparing 
nori (Japanese seaweed) and steamed 
white rice to teach a group of local 
schoolchildren how to make simple East 
Asian dishes, including sushi.

In addition to food, the outreach 
program engages children from various 
local elementary and middle schools in 
fun, hands-on activities to demonstrate 
various facets of East Asian culture. 
Outreach activities span from Chinese 
martial arts to calligraphy, origami to 
the Japanese dance Soran Bushi, Korean 
drumming to making Kimbap (a 
Korean-style roll).

Linsky, now in her third year as 
a student coordinator of the outreach 
program, believes that the program has 
a significant impact on the education of 
the children, despite its simple activities.

“I think the outreach program re-
ally does make a huge difference in the 
kids’ lives, and not just in their lives but 
in their interaction with other people,” 
Linsky said. “I know it’s a very basic in-
troduction, and it’s not even totally au-
thentic sometimes, but we try our best 
to give them the experience.”

Though Linksy acknowledged the 
outreach program’s limitations in intro-
ducing students to Asian culture, she 
stressed its ability to counteract negative 
stereotypes.

“You realize that racism is more 
than an individual act of hatred; it is 
this institutional invisible thing, which 
is a huge problem to fix,” she said. “I 
think giving them this small introduc-
tion of folding paper or making sushi 
helps when they at least know a little 
about another person instead not know-
ing anything about it.”

The art exhibitions at the Center 
are also not to be missed. Currently, 
the Freeman gallery is hosting Mary 
Heebner’s “Silent Faces/Angkor,” a 
complex painting installation inspired 
by the Cambodian Angkor temples. 
Heebner held a lecture and gallery talk 
at the Center in the first week of April.

“We mount two exhibitions a 
year,” said Adjunct Assistant Professor 
of Anthropology and Curator for 
the Freeman and East Asian Studies 
Center Patrick Dowdey. “We try to 
rotate around the arts of China, Japan, 
and Korea, but we do have occasional 
ones from other parts of Asia. Mary 
Heebner’s piece on Cambodia is a very 
complex piece. It is hard to describe. 
You really have to see it yourself.”

For those who frequent the 
Freeman Center, picking out a favorite 
part of the building can prove difficult.

“I want to say the garden,” Linsky 
said. “But it is actually the people who 
work there: Ann [Getz], Professor 
Angle, and Professor Dowdey. They are 
all super nice. Even the students who are 
the gallery monitors are all nice.”

Today, Wesleyan has many more 

Asian students than when Freeman 
graduated almost 100 years ago. The 
demographic has also increased dramat-
ically since the Center opened 27 years 
ago. Still, the Center’s commitment to 
educating students about East Asian 
culture remains strong.

“The large number of Asian stu-
dents at Wesleyan changed how the 
Freeman Center works,” Schwarcz 
said. “Our mission is for American stu-
dents to understand Asia but also for 
Asian students to learn Asian culture. 
Today, Chinese [students] are learning 
Japanese, and Japanese [students] are 
learning Korean. There is intra-Asian 
understanding. Mr. Freeman would not 
even have imagined this, and yet the 
Freeman mission continues.”

Thanks to the Center, the East 
Asian program at Wesleyan stands as 
one of the top of its kind among simi-
larly sized institutions.

“Other people come from other 
universities to give a lecture here, for 
instance,” Angle said. “And they are 
amazed by the level of activity that we 
have. The level of activity we have is 
comparable to what is going at major 
research universities.”

Schwarcz pointed out that the 
Mansfield Freeman Center is a place 
where Eastern and Western styles of liv-
ing are openly fused into an enriching 
learning environment.

“There is embodied learning in the 
Center,” Schwarcz said. “Not that you 
come here, and you are in Asia. The 
Japanese garden is very much made in 
Connecticut style. We are not pretend-
ing that by walking to the edge of the 
campus you [transport] yourself into 
Asia. We know that we are here. We 
want to serve and enrich the commu-
nity with East Asian culture. But its 
beauty does add to its purpose.”

Future: Expanding the Cultural 
Experience

The Freeman Center is currently 
preparing new pieces to be presented in 

FEAS: Mansfield Freeman Center Enriches 
Community with East Asian Culture

the gallery in the near future; according 
to Dowdey, both of next year’s upcom-
ing exhibitions will be extraordinary.

“I teach one course a year, and the 
course I’m teaching right now is the 
Practicum in Exhibition of East Asian 
Art,” Dowdey said. “We are right now 
developing a fall exhibit, and that will 
be from our collection. It’s really in-
teresting what the students are doing. 
I think it will be a really great exhibi-
tion; I’m not even sure what the name 
will be.”

The spring exhibition will come 
from Saelee Oh, a Korean-American 
woman living in Los Angeles. Her ex-
hibition will include a painting installa-
tion, which she will personally come to 
campus to set up.

Inspired by the inclusion of 
Korean-American art, the faculty of 
the Freeman Center hopes to include 
in its programs and academics more 
of Korea, the smallest of the three East 
Asian countries. Next semester will be 
the first at Wesleyan when a second year 
of Korean language study is available to 
students.

With the new College of East 
Asian Studies (CEAS) to be introduced 
next fall, in which three East Asian 
programs (the Department of Asian 
Languages and Literature, the current 
East Asian Studies program, and the 
Freeman Center for East Asian Studies) 
will be combined into one, the center 
awaits many more opportunities to edu-
cate about East Asian culture.

“The establishment of the College 
is our big goal,” Angle said. “There will 
be one leadership role, which is the chair 
of the College of East Asian Studies. 
From the perspective of the center, the 
change is a terrific thing, because it 
means we are able to even better inte-
grate the resources the center has into 
the teaching of CEAS. As with other 
colleges, one of the reasons to be in-
volved as a student is not just the classes 
you take but also the other stuff going 
on.”

HAENAH KWON/CONTRIBUTING PHOTOGRAPHER

The Mansfield Freeman Center has a number of ongoing outreach 
programs with local elementary and middle schools.

HAENAH KWON/CONTRIBUTING PHOTOGRAPHER 

Students pictured learn calligraphy as part of their work with the 
Center.

HAENAH KWON/CONTRIBUTING PHOTOGRAPHER

Wesleyan students interact with younger children to 
introduce them to aspects of East Asian culture.
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ROVING REPORTER
How was your Zonker Harris Weekend?

By Adam Keller ’14

“On a scale from one to two, it was a two.”
Michael Yee ’14

“I sat in my room all weekend and watched ‘Skins.’”
Mujaahida Shakur ’15

“I watched my friends trip acid.”
Christian Hosam ’15

“Literally every tree is the best tree ever.” 
Elizabeth Litvitskiy ’15

“Chana.”
Calhoun Hickox ’15

“I sat in the 24-hour study room and watched everyone walk by happily.”
Zoe Broad ’14

“It was okay. I was working on a paper.”
Sam Gilberg ’14

“I went to Main Street and got my nails 
done.”

Sadasia McCutchen ’17

“I went to WesWings and accidentally used [someone else’s WesID] to buy the 
eggplant parmesan.”

Lauren Javaly ’15
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conclusion.
With Spliffjam finishing up, ev-

eryone got back on their feet, primar-
ily because they had to make room 
for the new people flooding in for the 
main act, Milo & Otis.

This duo hails from Chicago, 
even though its two members, 
Owen Hill (Otis) and Jamila Woods 
(Milo), met while attending Brown 
University. They offer up a genre that 
they’ve termed “Adventure Soul.” I 
had a chance to talk to them before 
the show, and asked them a bit about 
their self-defined style.

“I think our music, if you listen 
to all of our songs, both albums we 
have out, you can hear a lot of differ-
ent genres, and you can’t really nail it 
down to one,” Milo said. “So when we 
were first starting, I was like, ‘What 
genre are we?’ And Otis was like, 
‘soul,’ and I thought that was true be-
cause it’s really about your emotions 
and the way that music can transport 
you into a different mental, spiritual, 
imagination place when you listen to 
it. That’s the one thing that they have 
in common across the board.”

“The idea of adventure is that the 
ambition of the music is always to take 
you somewhere, it’s not just to make 
you happy or hype you up, it’s always 
to take you somewhere… somewhere 
new, hopefully,” Otis said.

Ultimately, this description felt 
pretty accurate when watching the 
two perform, largely because they 
managed to go past the limits of what 
just two musicians would usually pro-
vide. For most of the show, Milo was 
singing at the front of the stage (or at 
the front of their corner, since it was in 
Earth House, after all) while Otis was 
at the back, playing the bass and key-
board as well as manning the electron-
ic samples and beats; he was essentially 
the engine room of the entire perfor-
mance. The electronic side of the mu-
sic was actually quite surprising, as it 
proved integral to the feel of the show. 
For every song, Otis was delivering 
a pre-composed rhythm, which also 
substituted for the drums. Rather 

than giving the show an artificial feel, 
however, this added a foundation for 
the two to work upon. It’s as if the 
electronic beats offered a consistency, 
which was then being continually built 
upon, and even challenged, by the bass 
and vocal work of the performers.

Another effect of this layered 
sound is the way it almost amplified 
their stage presence; the combination 
of instruments seemed to provide 
much more than two musicians could 
usually offer. When I asked Otis, he 
made it clear that the engineered ma-
terial is a crucial component of the 
duo’s rich sound.

“The written-down-on-paper 
split is that she does the vocals and I 
do all the music, but it usually devi-
ates, especially in this last album,” Otis 
said. “Because she was in an a cappella 
group in college and would arrange 
a lot of great layers vocally, like on 
the song run, the chords and vocals 
are her voice, and I’m just doing the 
drums and bass and sort of colors…. 
In the studio we tend to write every-
thing completely together, and I sort 
of work all the tones, and get all the 
textures and sounds right, and all the 
lyrical parts done.”

Near the end of the show, how-
ever, the duo made a switch toward 
a more definitively raw sound. The 
pre-engineered audio was ditched in 
favor of a simple bass accompaniment 
to Milo’s singing. This unplugged ver-
sion of the song “The Joy” was a nice 
finale to the entire show. Over the en-
tire night, the audience experienced a 
paradoxical combination of calm re-
laxation and the urge to dance along 
with the funky rhythm, and this merg-
ing reached its pleasant peak with the 
group’s final song.

After “The Joy,” in spite of the 
audience’s call for an encore, the 
show was over. Afterward, I saw Milo 
and Otis just hanging around Earth 
House, talking to all the audience 
members about the concert. It was a 
nice conclusion to the entire mood of 
the show, excited elation combined 
with a calm satisfaction, which made 
the entire night a wonderful experi-
ence.

Concert: Earth House 
Hosts Milo & Otis

By Sharifa Lookman
Contributing Writer

Dull lights, loud music, and 
a steadily growing crowd: the ideal 
venue for any concert. Such was the 
environment of Eclectic on Friday, 
April 18, when it hosted the annual 
Battle of the Bands event.

Battle of the Bands is an an-
nual music contest that invites seven 
Wesleyan student bands to compete 
for the coveted gig of opening for 
Spring Fling. About two weeks ago, 
students were invited to apply for 
the Battle. They did so by sending 
three clips of records or performanc-
es to Jake Ewald ’14 and Eric Lopez 
’15, co-chairs of the Spring Fling 
committee. The entire committee 
got together and surveyed the sub-
missions to pick bands that they 
wanted to compete. At the same 
time that they auditioned for per-
former slots, students could also ap-
ply to be judges. Seven judges were 
chosen to constitute the second and 
final selection process at the battle 
itself.

In critiquing something as sub-
jective as music, it is vital to have a 
variety of opinions. Ewald describes 
this as an important criterion on 

Battle of the Bands Showcases Vibrant Student Talent

By Dan Fuchs
Arts Editor

If you’ve listened to the radio or 
scoured Spotify at any point in the past 
few years, you’ve probably noticed a lit-
tle disco revival rumbling in the spheres 
of pop and dance music. Acts ranging 
from Bruno Mars to Daft Punk are all 
taking the sounds of Barry Gibb and 
Donna Summer and adding to them 
the slick sounds of modern electronica. 
And if you’ve got two ears and any sense 
of rhythm, you can’t resist dancing.

But before JT was putting on that 
suit and tie, before Pharrell and Daft 
Punk were up all night for good fun, 
and before Arcade Fire was reflekting 
(or whatever it was talking about on that 
song), there was Todd Terje. Since the 
early 2000s, the Norwegian producer 
has been quietly making some of the 
best dance music on the market, releas-
ing assorted singles and EPs every few 
months. But now, after months (if not 
years) of waiting, he’s finally ready to 
put out his debut LP, the cheekily titled 
It’s Album Time.

In doing so, Terje has taken on a 
genre-specific risk: the album format 
hasn’t always worked for electronic 
music. For every Disclosure out there, 
there’s a David Guetta: it’s all about 
crafting a singular vision while not 
seeming redundant over the 30-minute-
plus runtime of an album. For the most 
part, however, Terje has sidestepped crit-
icism by delivering a carefully crafted vi-
sion. It’s Album Time, despite all odds, 
is a fluorescent, colorful, and impossibly 
fun set of dance tracks that stand out 
amongst an oft-crowded field of elec-
tronic musicians.

From the outset, Terje is an artist 
who never takes himself too seriously, 
which serves as It’s Album Time’s great-
est benefit. If the almost obnoxiously 
flippant title is any indication, this isn’t 
an album that’s aiming for your head, 
or even your heart. It’s an album engi-
neered to make you shake, to make you 
relax, and to fill the room with sound 
and joy. This is what sets Terje apart 
from his other discotronic contempo-
raries: Daft Punk might be about nos-
talgic precision and Chromeo about 
sultry sexiness, but Terje is all about the 
spectacular.

Excess isn’t the right word for it; 
instead, it’s like an Alexander Calder 

painting exploded (that the gorgeous, 
cartoonish work of artist Bendik 
Kaltenborn adorns the album cover cer-
tainly helps), filled with eccentric char-
acters and psychedelic visions. “Leisure 
Suit Preben” throws the listener into a 
thick, syrupy cocoon of bass. “Delorean 
Dynamite” wouldn’t be out of place in a 
film like “Drive,” with its pulsating, lay-
ered synthesizers. “Swing Star Part 1” (of 
a two-track piece) uses the same pulsa-
tion (albeit at a much higher octave) to 
build the auditory equivalent of Mario 
Kart’s Rainbow Road (pulling out the 
super-nerd here, I know). And “Johnny 
and Mary,” which features Roxy Music’s 
Bryan Ferry on vocals, sputters in its sen-
suality, creating a thick, hazy beast of a 
song.

Everything here is refreshingly bold, 
never using its nostalgia as a crutch for 
unoriginality or redundancy. It’s campy, 
it’s bright, it’s poppy, but where modern 
indie darlings would fill that with infu-
riating irony, there’s an unconditional, 
refreshing sincerity to even the goofiest 
tracks. The aforementioned “Delorean 
Dynamite” springs forward, imbued 

Terje Declares It’s Album Time

which judges were chosen.
“We tried to pick a diverse 

group of people,” Ewald said. “We 
had judges that represented a wide 
variety of people on campus.”

The bands were also judged on 
their performance, set-up, and abil-
ity to compliment the rest of the 
Spring Fling lineup. The diversity 
of opinion and tastes of the judges 
led to a 40-minute discussion fol-
lowing the show to crown a winner. 
Eventually, the group came to a de-
cision, and all-caps LADD, a band 
comprised of Jack Ladd ’15, Bennett 
Gelly ’15, Piers Gelly ’13, and Sam 
Wheeler ’15, was deemed the winner. 

Ladd expressed his excitement 
about their victory.

“It came as a huge surprise when 
we found out we won,” Ladd wrote 
in an email to The Argus. “We’re all 
psyched about winning, and thrilled 
to be a part of spring fling.”

Perhaps a factor that made the 
decision process so difficult was the 
variety of musical styles represented. 
Simon Korn ’17, an attendee, noted 
this breadth in genre.

“[The bands] were definitely di-
verse,” Korn said. “You had Novelty 
Daughter with her electronica and 
vocals. Then you had your power 

trio, which was Grand Cousin: gui-
tar, bass, and drums. You then had 
a saxophonist in the Krooks. It was 
definitely a really good showing of 
Wesleyan’s musical talent.”

The band that Korn first re-
ferred to, Novelty Daughter, is solely 
comprised of one bold performer, 
Faith Harding ’14. The big stage 
and large competing bands didn’t 
deter her, however, from embracing 
the spotlight. She sang with soul-
ful and impressive vocals accompa-
nied by electronic backup. Harding 
describes the process as being a fun 
opportunity to showcase her talents. 

“Everybody got to pick two 
songs, so you really had to pick your 
best stuff,” Harding said. “It’s kind 
of just all of these different people 
getting up and presenting their best 
hits to you.” 

Ladd also described the song se-
lection process as an opportunity to 
showcase their latest work as well as 
engage the audience.

“We wanted to submit out new-
est material,” Ladd wrote. “We tried 
to choose songs that were upbeat; 
something the audience could get 
into immediately.” 

After bands were selected to 
participate in the battle, they had a 

week to perfect their set. Ladd de-
scribes the rehearsal schedule as be-
ing rigorous, but worthwhile.

“We pretty much practiced ev-
ery day last week to prepare,” Ladd 
wrote. “It was definitely stressful, 
but we were mostly just excited at 
the opportunity. We’ve always want-
ed to play a show in a big space like 
Eclectic.” 

Other bands included Grand 
Cousin, the Krooks, and Sky Bars, 
all of which had strong vocals and 
musical accompaniment. The iden-
tity of the artists was definitely not 
lost in translation.

“[Sky Bars] is a cappella in dis-
guise, but in a good way,” Korn said, 
referring to its unique vocals.

Each artist brought personal-
ity and just a touch of intimacy to 
an event that otherwise provoked 
overstimulation. Without fail, nearly 
every band had a screamer, some of 
which boasted notes in nearly un-
heard frequencies which were always 
eye-widening, but not necessarily 
outside of the bounds of apprecia-
tion.

In addition to the unique vocals 
and stylistic choices, the event was 
brimming with enthusiasm. Harding 
notes that this was a result of the 

with an inherent sense of energy. 
“Preben Goes To Acapulco” defogs 
the muffled electronica of the chill-
wave movement. “Svensk Sås” is one 
of the few dance tracks to realistically 
incorporate samba without making it 
seem like a shtick. Hell, in its wacky, 
bubbly glory, “Inspector Norse” is 
about as bright as the biggest, most 
colorful episode of “Adventure Time.” 
It’s this sense of joy and energy that 
ultimately links the seemingly dispa-
rate styles of music that Terje pulls out 
of his bag of tricks.

It’s Album Time probably won’t 
change your life. But that’s not what 
it’s designed to do. It’s not an album 
with a message, or even a thesis. It’s all 
emotion and energy and vibrancy. It’s 
all confection and no pretension.

It’s Album Time doesn’t suffer 
from the fatigue of other EDM de-
buts; instead, it’s an infectious thrill 
ride, everything united by a bold 
sense of confidence. For a different 
musician, naming their debut It’s 
Album Time would be a sarcastic jab. 
But for Todd Terje, it’s a battle cry.

After releasing one-off singles and EPs for over a decade, electronic 
dance producer Todd Terje released his bubbly debut LP, It’s Album 
Time, last week.

C/O PITCHFORK.COM

context of a battle.
“The energy was very high be-

cause there was a goal in mind,” 
Harding said. “Everybody, the audi-
ence and the performers, was just a 
little bit more energized.”

The relationship between the 
crowd and the performers was re-
ciprocal; Ladd found that the excite-
ment of the audience helped ener-
gize his own performance.

“The crowd was super recep-
tive and high energy,” Ladd wrote. 
“[This] really helped us lose our-
selves in the performance.” 

This energy was certainly not 
lost. From writhing dancers who 
repeatedly mistook my thin flats for 
floorboards to flying lingerie, the 
crowd was definitely casting their 
vote: an enthusiastic, if not slightly 
sloshed, two thumbs up.

Music should be about key, 
composition, and tone, but some-
times it needs to embrace the com-
plete opposite: passion, disorder, 
volume, and, god forbid, a scream or 
two. Be sure to catch all-caps LADD 
as the frontrunner for the Spring 
Fling lineup on Foss, should weather 
permit, on May 8 to experience the 
eccentric, carefree, and oddly beauti-
ful music that Wesleyan has to offer.
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THE CINEFILES
By Andreas Streuli & Joseph Eusebio

Film Board Representatives

This week marks the end of the film series’ conceptual future trilogy that 
began last week in 2025 with “Her,” moved into 2026 with “Metropolis,” 
and ends in 2027 with the riveting spectacle that is “Children of Men” this 
Wednesday. But the action doesn’t stop there, as later entries in the week will 
have everything from zombies to CIA agents and cowboys gracing the big screen.

It’s been a wild year of film at the Goldsmith. As the current calendar nears 
its completion, be sure to head on over to see some important entries in our 
global visual culture.

CHILDREN OF MEN
2006. USA/UK. Dir: Alfonso Cuarón. With Clive Owen, Julianne Moore. 109 
min.
WEDNESDAY, April 23. 8 p.m. $5.

Felt Spike Jonze’s vision of the future in “Her” was a bit too cuddly? This 
2006 adaptation of P.D. James’ dystopian novel, in which humanity has lost its 
ability to bear children, might be more up your alley. The story centers around a 
woman who, despite reported universal infertility, becomes pregnant, and a gov-
ernment bureaucrat’s attempt to steer her to safety 
amidst an anarchic, lawless landscape abound-
ing in religious extremists and political radicals. 
Cuarón’s dark imagining of the near-future is a des-
perate, decaying, and violent one indeed, but one 
that never loses sight of hope. The film presents 
viewers with slivers of what people are capable of at 
their very best, alongside their very worst. It truly 
is a masterful piece of filmmaking, featuring long, 
visceral mobile tracking shots that surely anticipate 
the groundbreaking visual style of Cuarón’s 2013 
film “Gravity.” Just imagine how stunning it will 
all look in the Goldsmith!

JUAN DE LOS MUERTOS (JUAN OF THE DEAD)
2011. Cuba/Spain. Dir: Alejandro Brugués. With Alexis Díaz de Villegas. 92 min.
THURSDAY, April 24. 8 p.m. Free.

Fwump: the sound of a machete to the brain. Crunch: a cheekbone col-
lapsing inward under the force of a wooden oar. The business of zombie kill-

ing has always been fun, and with an arsenal as 
imaginative as that of “Juan de los Muertos,” you’ll 
wonder where zombie films can go next. “Juan de 
los Muertos” is a hidden-gem that oozes charisma. 
With a diverse and interesting cast headed by a 
natural and humbly presented lead, it is a film 
that resonates beyond its revelry in gore. With its 
courageous irreverence toward the Castro govern-
ment, the film is as effective at biting social satire 
as it is at comedic, referential fun. The scope of 
the film is grand for a horror-comedy, and with 
each blood-drenched zombie kill, the atmosphere 
of Havana is made thicker.

THE BOURNE IDENTITY
2002. USA/Germany. Dir: Doug Liman. With Matt Damon. 119 min.
FRIDAY, April 25. 8 p.m. $5.

Thick from the start with questions that beg to be answered, “The Bourne 
Identity” begins with a man washing up in the Mediterranean with two gunshot 
wounds in his back and a memory reduced to nothing by retrograde amnesia. 
An action-fused narrative is made inevitable given his retention of a surprisingly 
adept selection of spy skills and the realization that the CIA wants him dead. 
This modernization of Robert Ludlum’s essential spy thriller grounds contem-
plation within a tense, action-packed film envi-
ronment. It tracks a notably sharp Matt Damon 
across a selection of classy European backdrops as 
he searches for his identity. While Damon brings 
sincerity and an unwavering tough-mindedness 
that feels hard to shake, director Doug Liman 
brings the film to frenetic heights while maintain-
ing a thoughtful focus on plot and character. Filled 
to the brim with high-stakes set pieces, including 
an acclaimed car chase sequence set to the thrum 
of Paris city streets, “The Bourne Identity” never 
backs down from its exemplary blend of frenetic 
pacing and contemplative focus.

MCCABE AND MRS. MILLER
1971. USA. Dir: Robert Altman. With Warren Beatty, Julie Christie. 120 min.
SATURDAY, April 26. 8 p.m. Free.

From the director of “M*A*S*H,” “The Long Goodbye,” “Nashville,” and 
“The Player” comes this stunningly pictorial, mood-driven piece set in a seclud-
ed, rain-drenched,  turn-of-the-century northwestern frontier town known as 
Presbyterian Church. Altman himself referred to the film as an “anti-Western,” 

deliberately deconstructing many of the genre’s 
conventions.  The result is what some believe to be 
the most authentic Western ever made in a story 
that pits the individual against big business and 
one that, unlike many of its genre predecessors, 
refuses to romanticize the fall of frontier life. What 
is perhaps most remarkable is its commitment to 
creating an immersive sense of what the ebb and 
flow of everyday experience was like for these fron-
tiersman, and Altman skillfully harnesses an ethe-
real, poetic tone throughout. What’s more, the 
film will be presented on a pristine 35mm print, 
an experience that promises to be simply too good 
to pass up.

By Jessica Perelman
Staff Writer

Seventeen dancers stand perfectly 
still with their feet firmly planted and 
their outward gazes unwavering. The 
audience waits with baited breath for 
this group of extraordinarily talented 
dancers to make its first move. In this 
motionless moment, which begins the 
final number of the show, the audi-
ence is finally introduced to this year’s 
Precision Ensemble in its entirety.

After rehearsing for nearly two se-
mesters, Precision presented its annual 
Ensemble performance in Wesleyan’s 
’92 Theater on Friday, April 18 and 
Saturday, April 19. Precision is a stu-
dent-run dance group currently led 
by co-directors Stellar Levy ’15, Jillian 
Roberts ’15, and Cynthia Tong ’14. 
The group is divided into two sec-
tions: Troupe, which attracts hip-hop 
dancers, and Ensemble, which show-
cases contemporary, modern, and jazz 
choreography. Unlike other dance 
opportunities at Wesleyan that only 
last one semester, such as Terpsichore 
and Winter Dance, Precision offers its 
members up to four years of consistent 
involvement.

“Precision [is] special [because] 
you’re dancing with this small group 
of people over time and really learn-
ing not only how each other dances 
but how the other people communi-
cate dance,” said Ensemble member 
Rebecca Hutman ’17.

This long-term commitment, 
paired with the members’ extensive 
dance experience, resulted in an im-
pressive, polished show. The dances 
were remarkable not only because they 
showcased the dancers’ refined tech-
nique, but also because they conveyed 
expressive stories through movement 
alone. One such meaningful narra-
tive was expressed in Hutman’s piece, 
“Roots that Bind.” The inspiration for 
Hutman’s choreography was her own 
inner conflict, which involved redefin-
ing the role of dance at Wesleyan.

“[When you transition into col-
lege] you come without associations, 

Twenty Years En Pointe: 
Precision Celebrates Anniversary 

and there are some you knowingly 
leave behind and some you choose to 
bring with you,” Hutman said. “And I 
think maybe this is what this dance is 
about. It’s like choosing to make dance 
something that I carry with me, and it 
feels kind of completing.”

These sentiments were expressed 
in her choreography, which involved 
dancers assisting one another through-
out the piece.

The last number, “Ooh La La,” 
told a story of celebration. Levy and 
Tong explained that their goal was to 
create a dance that allowed the mem-
bers to focus on the execution of chal-
lenging choreography.

“I think sometimes it’s really fun 
to dance for dance’s sake,” Tong said. 
“I think that we do that a little bit. In 
the dance department when you are 
choreographing something, you are re-
ally thinking about what is the impetus 
behind the movement. When [Levy] 
and I choreographed the group piece, 
we were just like, ‘what are fun moves 
we can put together?’”

As a result, this piece allowed 
the audience to simply enjoy watch-
ing the dancers showcase their love of 
technique without needing to ponder 
larger meta-themes.

Precision is also noteworthy for its 
longevity as a student group; this year’s 
show marked its 20th anniversary, and 
the co-directors are making a concerted 
effort to connect with alumni. In fact, 
several alumni attended the Saturday 
performance as well as a pre-show din-
ner with Precision’s current members. 
Group members are excited that the 
Precision community is expanding, as 
this network of alumni can become a 
valuable resource as members look for 
opportunities beyond Wesleyan.

Precision’s co-directors have also 
been working on cultivating a great-
er sense of community among the 
group’s current members. In the past, 
Ensemble has begun rehearsing for its 
spring show two weeks before the per-
formance. Although it was possible for 
well-trained dancers to learn and per-
fect choreography in this condensed 

period of time, it did not allow them 
a lot of time to forge lasting connec-
tions with one another. In order to 
strengthen relationships among group 
members, this year’s co-directors began 
rehearsals in November. Their efforts 
to unify the group had great effects 
both on and offstage.

“[Ensemble] feels kind of like a 
family,” Hutman said.

This dynamic has enhanced the 
group’s overall performance.

“It’s always a great show, but this 
semester I felt onstage we were more 
connected than other years,” Tong 
said. “I talked to several audience 
members, and they said they felt a re-
ally great vibe from the show.”

The co-directors have also been 
trying to integrate Precision into the 
larger Wesleyan dance community. 
Because Precision is a self-selective 
group, it has sometimes been per-
ceived as elitist. This status has been 
reinforced by the group’s historical 
motto, “Number One.” However, cur-
rent members have a new vision for 
Precision’s reputation.

“We really try not to embody 
[‘Number One’] because we don’t be-
lieve in that,” Tong said. “There are 
so many amazing dancers on campus. 
To call ourselves ‘Number One’ just 
doesn’t feel right at all. I think every-
one in the group seems to want to con-
nect outward and not only with our 
community.”

This inclusive trend is pervasive 
throughout the Wesleyan dance com-
munity. Every semester, more students 
become involved in dance opportuni-
ties and attend dance performances.

“I’m always struck how many 
people will come out to support their 
friends,” said Ensemble member Maya 
Berkman ’16.

All of the recent dance shows, 
from Terpsichore to Precision, have 
been followed with an abundance of 
positive reviews. This year’s Precision 
dance was especially enjoyable to watch 
because the members’ love of dance 
was so visible, from their pointed toes 
to their satisfied smiles at curtain call.

By Michael Darer
Staff Writer

In the wake of “Her” and all of its 
critical success, a trend came about on 
YouTube that involved substituting in 
the voices of various actors for that of 
Scarlett Johansson in the film’s trailer for 
comedic effect. All of these videos were 
a great deal of fun, and I still return to 
some of them when I’m bored.

I can only imagine that it was this 
trend—taking the template of “Her” and 
switching around a few of the details in 
order to make something goofy—that 
led to the creation of the new release 
“Transcendence,” which was directed 
by Christopher Nolan’s regular cinema-
tographer Wally Pfister. The film stars 
Johnny Depp as Dr. Will Caster, a sci-
entist working to create some sort of arti-
ficial consciousness that neither the film 
nor I really cared about. After an attack 
by some terrorists who really don’t like 
A.I., Will is left wounded by a radioactive 
bullet. In order to prevent him from dy-
ing, his wife uploads his brain into a big 
network of computers. In that moment, 
Will Caster is more than just a man. By 
God, he is a metaphor.

Over the course of the film’s nearly 
two-hour runtime, many things are re-
vealed, and it’s suggested that Will is not 
Will anymore, or that Will in the com-
puter was never Will, but really the com-

puter brain that Will was trying to cre-
ate. And then Will helps the F.B.I. And 
then he fights some terrorists. And then 
the film ends with the most profoundly 
baffling promise of a sequel that I’ve ever 
seen in a movie, involving someone’s 
brain being preserved in the molecules 
of water under a sunflower, or something 
along those lines. Also, Morgan Freeman 
is in it, because that man must just get off 
on this sort of pointless science-fiction/
action/thriller bullshit.

It’s both all too clear and never 
quite clear what “Transcendence” is 
trying to tell its audience. In fact, af-
ter watching the movie, I can’t gather 
any more from what I witnessed than, 
“Maybe computers and people should 
be, like, two separate things.” There is, of 
course, the sense that this film wants us 
to be scared of something, but it’s never 
clear exactly what (besides, maybe, the 
exact, step-by-step scenario it presents, 
in which case, I’ll be sure to be careful).  
“Transcendence” is dumb and preten-
tious and hammy and boring, lurching 
between pseudo-intellectual, technologi-
cal fear-mongering, and flavorless, half-
assed action set pieces. It’s not concerned 
with the humanity of its characters, but 
only what they can tell you, the viewer. 
No one in this movie matters beyond hir 
role in the film’s argument, and not a sin-
gle detail of the characters, the world, or 
the technology is textured in any unique 

way.
This is the film equivalent of an 

email forward about Google stealing 
your personal information: paranoid, 
angry, half-baked, and self-righteous. It’s 
the kind of film that reeks of its own con-
victions, certain that what it has to say is 
so valuable that the viewer will be happy 
to attend a polemic rather than a film. 
It tosses impossibility after impossibility 
at the screen, and demands to be taken 
seriously, vomiting Judeo-Christian the-
ology and symbolism alongside Will’s 
vague plans for world domination. If 
there’s one thing to be said for the film, 
it would be that the visual style is appeal-
ing. Unfortunately, as “Transcendence” 
kicks into incoherent overdrive, even this 
falls by the wayside.

It’s no secret that science fiction 
has always been, in large part, a vehicle 
for allegory and cautionary tales. It’s a 
genre designed to confront the unknown 
that we may soon have access to, to ask 
us how we want to move forward. If 
“Transcendence” and its failure can be 
summed up in any way, it’s that those 
questions are never there. The film never 
wants its audience to ask itself anything. 
It only wants them to listen up. And 
when the ending rolls around, we dis-
cover that either nothing was learned, or 
the message didn’t matter. And that’s dis-
heartening. “Transcendence” is disheart-
ening. Don’t see “Transcendence.”

Pfister Can’t Transcend 
Cliché in Directorial Debut
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Food Fight: Is The Meal Plan Enough?
As the final weeks of the semester 

roll around, people watch their amounts 
of work increase and their remaining 
dining plan meals and points drop. The 
Wesleyan meal plan is a stressor for many 
who feel that their money does not buy 
them enough food to dine comfortably and 
healthfully for the whole semester. Others, 
however, seem to end each semester with a 
wealth of meals and points remaining. The 
Argus food editorial staff tackles the ques-
tion: is the meal plan enough?
 
Why the Meal Plan Needs More of 

Everything
By Emma Davis
Assistant Food Editor

After ending the fall semester with 
20-something meals and negative points 
remaining, I decided that there had to 
be something wrong with how I was ap-
proaching my meal plan. Clearly, I wasn’t 
eating at Usdan enough, I was making too 
many frantic trips to Pi Café, and I was 
wasting money by buying supplies to make 
breakfast in my room.

In the spring, I resolved to eat at 
Usdan exclusively—aside from occasional 
invitations to WesWings from friends—
until my meal count dropped below 75, 
and to no longer indulge in the giant cook-
ies from Usdan Café on a regular basis. The 
previous semester’s imbalance was my fault 
for failing to plan ahead with what I ate. Or 
so I thought.

Unfortunately, with four weeks left 
in the semester, my meals have already 
dwindled to a mere 22. My points, even 
after recently adding another 75, are at a 
disheartening total of 0.78. Although I do 

still have a tendency not to eat lunch un-
til the last minute and resort to points, my 
struggles with the meal plan are seeming 
more and more like a function of the plan’s 
inadequacies rather than my own.

Instead of eliminating extra meals and 
leaving me with a surplus of points, restruc-
turing my eating habits has backfired and 
left me bereft of both. At this rate, I’ll be 
bankrupt, meal-plan-wise, by May 1, and 
that’s assuming I visit Usdan only twice a 
day.

It’s difficult to say what the solution 
to this dining conundrum should be, but in 
my experience we need more of everything: 
more meals, more points, and more flex-
ibility when selecting a plan for freshman 
year. One step in the right direction would 
be to allow both meals and points to roll 
over from semester to semester and from 
year to year. The only group benefiting 
from that aspect of the current system is 
Bon Appétit Management, and it would 
be a boon to students who wish they 
could use the 40 meals that vanished over 
the course of previous semesters.

As a consumer, however, I recog-
nize that there’s no such thing as a free 
lunch, and neither the University nor 
Bon Appétit is capable of providing col-
lege kids with as much food as they 
would willingly devour while establish-
ing a baseline profit. Instead, perhaps the 
best proposition is consumer education, 
a mandatory “How Not To Use Up All 
Your Points on Coffees and Breakfast 
Cereal” segment of orientation. With that 
kind of preparation, the next generation 
of freshmen might even learn to budget 
well enough to be able to treat hungry, 
stressed-out upperclassmen to dinner!

tage of the all-you-can-eat buffet because 
it appears to yield the greatest value. In 
our efforts to be economical, we allow 
our finite number of swipes to justify the 
inclination to overeat.

Difficulties with the meal plan can-
not necessarily be blamed on a flawed 
system at Wesleyan. Rather, issues can be 
traced back to a broken American food 
industry, which makes convenience a pri-
ority as opposed to nutrition.

The Sacrificial Plan
By Jess Zalph

Food Editor

Conquering the Wesleyan meal plan 
is a doable task.

Don’t get me wrong, the meal plan 
is not perfect, nor have I always handled it 
perfectly. The first semester of my freshman 
year, I ran out of points in October, partially 
because I was trying so desperately to con-
serve meals and partially because I decided 
I needed a fully stocked kitchen complete 
with cumin and paprika. This semester, I’m 
in danger of running out of meals. It’s a deli-
cate balance.

One of the biggest problems with the 
system would also be an easy one to fix. 
Receipts should be given regularly at all din-
ing locations—not just the ones that offer 
meals—and they should include the num-
ber of remaining points in addition to the 
remaining meal count. Weshop and Pi Café 
hide behind a lack of transparency, and their 
customers often do not know how much 
they are paying for the food they eat nor 
how much money they have left. Budgeting 
a meal plan is supposed to mimic handling 
money in the “real world.” In the real world, 

I always know how much I’m paying for an 
item, and I can see how much money is left 
in my wallet.

That being said, having survived my 
spent-half-my-points-on-spices debacle, 
the meal plan can be enough if you know 
what you’re doing and you do it wisely. 
Depending on your plan, you should have 
enough money to eat at Usdan with your 
friends once or twice a day, buy snacks for 
late-night SciLi, and occasionally splurge for 
a cooking project.

However, there is no room for error.
The tendency to buy food but let it spoil, 
thus not getting your money’s worth, is defi-
nitely one of the fastest ways to drain your 
points.

Though I certainly can make the ar-
gument that the somewhat-limiting plan 
curtails healthy eating (boxes of lettuce, 
which are $5, are sometimes the only avail-
able Weshop vegetable), it also can dissuade 
unhealthy snacking. The meal plan, on its 
most points plan (for freshmen and sopho-
mores), offers enough so that you can al-
ways keep bread and nuts in your room for 
fast nutrition. It does not, however, let you 
have a daily 16-oz. bag of potato chips.

We can make normative statements 
about whether or not the meal plan should 
provide a large enough budget that we can 
comfortably choose any dining option at 
any time for the entire semester. However, 
continuing the idea that the plan is mim-
icking the “real world,” we will have to 
make the same choices and sacrifices in the 
future that we have to make now. Learning 
to budget is an important skill, and if done 
skillfully, you will still be able to satisfy 
your cravings and indulge your desires, 
when it's worth it.

 Meal Plan Not Conducive to Healthy 
Eating

By Erica DeMichiel
Assistant Food Editor

Interested in maximizing the longev-
ity of your meal plan? Then you might 
as well forget about health consciousness.

Much to my frustration, I had no 
choice but to press the “Add Meal Points” 
button in my student portfolio last week. 
In an effort to maintain the healthy eat-
ing habits that I formed while living at 
home, I quickly ran low on points as I 
put nutrition before budget. A problem 
like this can often be attributed to gov-
ernment subsidies that make junk food 
significantly cheaper than fresh produce.

During a recent trip to Weshop, I 
made note of these price discrepancies, 
which often exist between single-ingre-
dient products versus those with more 
additives. For example, a container of 
Greek yogurt costs about seven points, 
while a bag of potato chips costs half 
that amount. Because Weshop prices are 
generally inflated, students are often re-
luctant to trade in their points for over-
priced merchandise. As a result, it’s easy 
to excuse an unhealthy purchase on the 
grounds that the meal plan is not substan-
tial enough for more nutritious choices.

Though it may seem counterintui-
tive at first, meal swipes present a similar 
health problem. One would think that 
using a meal at Usdan provides greater 
accessibility to a wider range of healthy 
eating options. However, the issue arises 
when the number of meals offered is 
capped off. Since meal swipes are limited, 
students have a tendency to take advan-

StuffedWes
By Alex Irace

WesStuffed Co-Founder

Every so often, Weshop adds 
some eye-catching items to its inven-
tory that merit their own article. This 
year, there have been many new addi-
tions that have become popular among 
the student body, and we decided to 
focus on three: one study snack, one 
meal item, and one dessert. With finals 
coming up in just a few weeks, we want 
to help you prepare for those late-night 
Weshop runs with some insight on the 
trendiest finds.

1. Your best friend in the library: 
Boom Chicka Pop

If you have yet to see Angie’s 
Boom Chicka Pop in Weshop, it’s 
probably because it flies off the shelves 
as soon as it’s restocked. In fact, there 
seems to be an eternal gap in the chips 
section where this product should be 
located. Currently, Weshop seems to 
only offer the “Sea Salt Popcorn” vari-
ety, which comes in a huge yellow bag 
but weighs next to nothing.

For those of you who are unfa-
miliar with this popular snack, Boom 
Chicka Pop is a national popcorn 
brand that started in the kitchen of 
Angie and Dan Bastian in Mankato, 
Minn. What began as a way to make 
extra money to pay for their children’s 
college education became a hugely 
successful venture into the food indus-
try. They attribute their success to their 
naturally simple recipes, which consist 
of carefully selected, fresh ingredients 
that are popped batch-by-batch, and 
are also tasted and approved by Angie 
herself.

The Boom Chicka Pop found-
ers highlight the healthful, wholesome 

nature of their product in addition to their 
own humble roots. The sea salt flavor, for 
instance, consists of only popcorn, sun-
flower oil, and sea salt. They prominently 
display “35 calories per cup” on the front 
of the package, which definitely makes 
this popcorn a much healthier alterna-
tive to some other popular study snacks 
(i.e. chocolate-covered everything). It also 
has a satisfying crispness without the loud 
crunch that could distract your library 
neighbors.

So, if you can get your hands on a 
bag, definitely give Boom Chicka Pop a try. 
It will make Smartfood a thing of the past.

2. Your go-to Haveli substitute: Café 
Spice

Café Spice grab-and-go Indian meals 
provide convenient yet satisfying micro-
wavable feasts that are perfect for when 
you’re in a time crunch. They take only a 
few minutes to heat up, and they leave you 
surprisingly full.

These meals are also of particular 
interest to students who have special di-
etary needs. Microwavable meal options 
that are certifiably gluten-free can some-
times be hard to come by, but all of Café 
Spice’s meals are in this category. In addi-
tion, the Channa Masala, Saag Paneer, and 
Vegetable Korma are excellent vegetarian 
options, complete with hearty rice to keep 
you satisfied.

Much like traditional Indian food, 
Café Spice makes it a point to use freshly 
ground spices, all-natural ingredients, and 
traditional recipes. As a result, the meals 
are fairly authentic, standing up well 
against the dishes at Indian restaurants 
downtown.

Overall, these microwavable meals 
can be a great option for lazy days when 
you want a quick bite or simply have a 
craving for one of the most popular cui-

sines in the world.

3. Your new summertime delight: Steve’s 
Ice Cream

With the founding of this small-
batch, artisanal ice cream company in 
1973 came a frozen treat revolution: mix-
ins.

The mix-in concept involves custom-
ers choosing different candies and toppings 
to be mixed into their ice cream. These 
days, you see mix-ins at nearly every ice 
cream shop, but Steve’s Ice Cream claims 
to have started the trend as a small com-
pany in Somerville, Mass. They pioneered 
the growth of creative gourmet ice cream, 
and mix-in options spread to several other 
chains and products, including Cold Stone 
Creamery and the Dairy Queen Blizzard.

Steve’s Ice Cream has made a name 
for itself through its innovation and au-
thenticity. Though it started off as just an 
ice cream parlor in a Boston suburb, it 
re-launched as a packaged ice cream dis-
tributor with stores located in Brooklyn 
and Manhattan by 2011. Over the years, 
the brand has acquired an edgy, chic 
vibe. From the fashionable packaging to 
the classic flavor choices with interesting 
twists, Steve’s might start giving Ben & 
Jerry’s a run for its money.

If you’re interested in checking it out, 
we recommend the “BKLYN Blackout” 
flavor, which is described as “milk choco-
late ice cream swirled with chocolate stout 
cake and dark chocolate pudding.” It’s a 
luxurious blend of high quality cocoa and 
rich, thick ice cream.

Now that you know what to look for 
the next time you head into Weshop, we 
hope you’ll give at least one of these prod-
ucts a try. In the meantime, if you see any-
thing that you want WesStuffed to report 
on, send us an email at info@wesstuffed.
com.

Continued from front page 

other in the Usdan Marketplace), 
a Passover Shabbat dinner at the 
Bayit, and a Passover brunch 
sponsored by the Wesleyan Jewish 
Community along with other 
Jewish groups on campus and in 
Middletown. The meals as a whole 
were praised for taste, though some 
students critiqued the amount of 
salt used to compensate for bland-
ness.

Most of these meals required 
meal swipes, however, and eating 
from the kosher section entailed 
that students purchase a meal ticket 
in addition to a meal swipe. Seven 
tickets cost four points, or a single 
ticket could be purchased for one 
point. Though the amount seems 
small, many Wesleyan students ex-
pressed outrage. While some, like 
Aviva Hirsch ’16, merely found the 
ticket process annoying, to others it 
felt like discrimination.

“When I first heard about the 
extra cost of Passover food, I was 
pretty surprised,” Klein said. “I 
thought it was a blatant way to pe-
nalize Jewish students. After hear-
ing the reason for it from the Rabbi, 
however, I have no problems with 
the extra charge.”

According to Abraham, “The 
$1 charge is a nominal amount and 
in no way covers the additional ex-
penses associated with the specially 
prepared kosher for Passover foods. 
It is mostly to control access and 
ensure there is enough food avail-
able for our guests who cannot eat 
elsewhere.”

The meals themselves have 

been carefully planned, reflecting that 
the menu was decided over a month 
before the holiday. The population of 
kosher-for-Passover vegans and vege-
tarians has been especially pleased with 
the kosher section.

“I think Wesleyan goes out of its 
way to have vegan kosher-for-Passover 
food, which is pretty amazing,” said 
Marya Friedman ’17. She cited specifi-
cally the Friday barbeque where quinoa 
burgers were served. “That being said, 
it’s still really difficult. I think it’s just 
inherently difficult to be vegan and ko-
sher for Passover and to do so at an in-
stitution where barely anyone else is.”

Friedman, like many others, has 
ventured into other sections of Usdan 
for options like salads and beans.

As Wesleyan plans for future 
Passovers, community dialogue plays a 
vital role. Student voices have chimed 
in with various requests: Friedman 
would like to see almond butter in 
the kosher-for-Passover line, Wheeler 
would like to get rid of the ticket 
charge, and Klein suggests a card be 
added to the kosher section to let stu-
dents know why they could not eat 
there this week. Others would like to 
see the Weshop selection expanded or 
have suggestions for certain foods.

Rabbi David Teva, the Jewish 
Chaplain, has goals of his own.

“For next year, I would like to ex-
pand our vegan/vegetarian options for 
students during Passover. We should 
consider creating more menus for stu-
dents who eat legumes (Kitniyot) on 
Passover,” Teva said.

Fortunately, dialogue is some-
thing Abraham stresses, saying, “The 
Bon Appétit management team is very 
accessible and open to suggestions.”

Passover: Kosher 
Offerings Delight 
Jewish CommunityWhat’s Trending at Weshop?
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Tufts Drops Men’s 
Lax Out of Top Seed

By Grant Lounsbury
Staff Writer

On Saturday, April 19, the men’s la-
crosse team shipped up to Boston, Mass. 
for the highly anticipated rematch of last 
season’s NESCAC Championship game 
against Tufts. With Wes a first seed in the 
upcoming conference tournament on the 
line, both teams came ready to play.

Unfortunately for the Cardinals, 
it was not enough; the team eventu-
ally fell to the Jumbos 17-11. With the 
win, the Jumbos claim the first seed with 
a NESCAC record of 8-1, while the 
Cardinals will be the second seed in the 
tournament, as their record in conference 
play dropped to 7-2.

“I think the team played really hard 
but lost focus at times,” said Captain Elliot 
Albert ’14. “Against a team like Tufts, you 
can’t take a play-off or they will make you 
pay for it.”

And the Jumbos made the Cards 
pay. After alternating the first four goals of 
the game, the Cardinals found themselves 
down 4-2 at the end of the first quarter. 
To start the second, Quentin DellaFera 
’15 cut the Jumbo lead to one, but the 
Jumbos quickly responded with two more 
goals, giving themselves a three-goal cush-
ion. With goals from Lyle Mitchell ’16 
and Matt Prezioso ’15, the Cardinals were 
once again within one with 7:40 remain-
ing in the first half. From then, it was all 
Jumbos; over the following 12 minutes of 
play stretching into the third quarter, Tufts 
went on a 6-1 run and leaped out to a 12-6 
lead.

“We played well in the second half; 
however, we came out a little sluggish in 
the first half, and that hurt us especially 

against a good team,” said Captain Sam 
Stanton ’14. “But I thought we played 
with a lot of hustle and with a lot of great 
energy.”

The Jumbos dominated on face-offs, 
winning 21 of 32 while their goalie made 
17 saves, keeping the Cardinals at bay.

“They moved the ball really well and 
finished when they had an opportunity,” 
Albert said. “The fact that both their face-
off unit and goalie played so well certainly 
didn’t help our cause.”

Once the Jumbos had taken con-
trol of the game, they never looked back, 
going on to win by a convincing 17-11 
score. This was the most goals allowed by 
the Cardinals this season, and the six-goal 
difference was also their biggest margin 
of defeat. On average, the Cardinals have 
only given up 8.43 goals per game, but the 
Jumbos lead the NESCAC with an aver-
age of 18.72 goals per game.

The Cardinals’ regular season will 
come to an end on Wednesday, April 
23 on Jackson Field when they host the 
Camels of Conn College.

“Conn plays a zone, so we will defi-
nitely be prepared to play against that,” 
Stanton said.

This game will be a final tune-up 
for the Cardinals as they get ready to start 
tournament play on Saturday, April 26. 
They will begin their postseason play on 
their home grass of Jackson Field as a re-
sult of Wesleyan nabbing the second seed 
in the NESCAC.

“We’re looking to play with great 
energy and tighten things up on defense, 
as well as becoming more efficient offen-
sively,” Stanton said. “We are definitely 
trending in the right direction so the tour-
nament is coming at a great time.”

By Michael Sheldon
Staff Writer

After a season plagued by injury, the 
softball team was mathematically elimi-
nated from playoff contention last week-
end. The Cardinals spent the weekend in 
western Massachusetts, where they were 
swept by a first-place Williams team that 
has shown few signs of weakness all year. 
During the weekend as a whole, the 
Cardinals were outscored 26-4.

The two squads first met on Friday 
for the first game of their three-game set, 
which ended in a 7-1 Williams defeat. 
Su Pardo ’16 took the mound for the 
Cardinals and pitched well from the out-
set. Pardo held the Williams hitters hit-
less through her first 2 and 2/3 innings, 
before allowing a two-out double in the 
bottom of the third. Pardo then induced 

a ground ball back to her that should 
have ended the inning. However, she 
misfired on the throw to first, allowing 
the runner to reach. On the same play, 
right fielder Annalie Walsh-Costello ’17 
and third baseman Jill Gately ’15 also 
committed errors, allowing both the 
runner from second and the batter to 
score on the play, putting Williams up 
2-0.

That third inning fielding drama 
set the tone for the rest of the game; the 
Cardinals would commit two more cost-
ly errors over the course of the game. At 
the end of her six innings of work, Pardo 
had surrendered seven runs, but only one 
was earned.

The Cardinals couldn’t do much 
in terms of offensive reciprocation; they 
scored just one run all game, when Abby 
Rutt ’17 singled to plate Gately in the 

Softball Eliminated from Postseason Contention

By Gili Lipman
Assistant Sports Editor

The playoff odds for the men’s 
tennis team (3-5, 8-6 NESCAC) took 
a big hit on Saturday, April 19 after it 
was shut out by Amherst (8-0, 29-2 
NESCAC) in a 9-0 defeat. This dam-
age comes at a crucial time, extending 
the team’s losing streak to three with 
one match remaining. Despite not ex-
pecting to defeat a Lord Jeff team that 
is ranked third nationally, the Cardinals 
were only able to win one set over their 
Little Three rivals.

“I thought we played fairly well 
this weekend; unfortunately, we’re still 
solidly outgunned by top-five national 
teams,” said Head Coach Michael Fried.

The only three-set match of the 
day came at fifth singles. Michael King 
’16 was able to rebound after getting 

blanked 6-0 in the first set. King took 
the second set 6-4, but fell by a narrow 
margin in the super tiebreaker, 10-8.

First doubles also proved to be a 
thrilling match, although the Cardinals 
were not able to pull out the victory. Jake 
Roberts ’17 and Captain Sam Rudovsky 
’16 came close, but not enough, as the 
final score was 9-8.

The courts in Amherst were play-
ing pretty fast, similar to the surface that 
the team plays on in Middletown at the 
John Wood Memorial Courts.

“We played outside at Amherst on 
courts extremely similar to our own,” 
Fried said. “We were never able to re-
ally establish ourselves in a couple of 
the matches, but doubles efforts from 
[Roberts] and [Rudovsky] and singles 
play from [King] were clear bright 
spots.”

Roberts was also beaten pretty eas-

Amherst’s Lord Jeffs Ace Men’s Tennis 9-0 
ily at first singles, as he was only able to 
take one game off Amherst’s top ranked 
player. The final score was 6-0, 6-1. 
Fellow freshman Mike Liu fared a little 
better, losing 6-3, 6-2 at second singles. 
At fourth singles, Rudovsky was also 
able to take five games off his Amherst 
opponent, losing 6-2, 6-3.

After losing the first set 6-1, 
Captain Stephen Monk ’15 was able to 
bounce back and take his match into 
a second-set tiebreaker. Unfortunately, 
that was the end of Monk’s comeback, 
as he fell in straight sets, 6-1, 7-6. At 
sixth singles, Charlie Seifer ’15 could 
not take a game off his opponent, fall-
ing 6-0, 6-0.

At second doubles for the 
Redbirds, two freshmen, Cameron 
Hicks and Greg Lyon, were ousted by 
a Lord Jeffs’ duo 8-1. Seifer and Zacko 
Brint ’16 played third doubles for the 

By Toby Rosen
Staff Writer

All runs eventually come to an 
end, and the baseball team finally had 
its 12-game winning streak halted by 
Hamilton (9-11, 2-6 NESCAC) last 
weekend. The Cardinals (20-6, 8-1 
NESCAC) traveled to Clinton, N.Y. 
and took the first two games of the se-
ries 10-4 and 7-1, and then fell 5-3 in 
the finale for their first loss against a 
NESCAC opponent all season.

However, Wesleyan secured a 
NESCAC playoff spot with the series 
win, joining Little Three rival Amherst 
as playoff teams from the West Division.

The Wesleyan pitching staff con-
tinued to dominate, allowing only five 
earned runs in the series. The Cardinals 
also brought their bats, hammering out 
38 hits and swatting three homers. It 
was the defense that ultimately doomed 
Wesleyan and its winning streak, how-
ever, committing two costly errors in the 
series finale.

In the opener on April 18, the 
Cards sent their Friday ace to the mound 
with Nick Cooney ’15 (5-1, 2.70 ERA). 
The junior southpaw continued his 
stretch of superb starts with a shutdown 
performance in a 10-4 win. Cooney 
pitched eight innings, allowed only two 
hits and two earned runs, and struck 
out a season-high 12 Continentals. In 
his last three starts, Cooney is 3-0 with a 
1.49 ERA and 26 strikeouts.

Guy Davidson ’16 (2-for-3, 2 
RBIs, BB, 2 R) and Jonathan Dennett 
’15 (3-for-4, 3 RBIs, BB, 2 R) both had 
big days at the plate. But the biggest day 
of them all belonged to Robby Harbison 
’17, who continued his torrid streak at 
the plate with a single, a double, and 
two home runs, scoring and driving in 

four runs in the process. In his last four 
games, the freshman designated hitter 
has been an absolute force at the plate, 
batting .556 (10-for-18) with nine 
RBIs.

“I approach each one of my at-bat 
in the same manner,” Harbison wrote in 
an email to The Argus. “I try to walk up 
to the plate with a clear head, focusing 
only on the pitch at that very moment. 
Every time I swing the bat, I swing it 
as hard as my body allows me to, while 
staying short and quick to the ball and 
try to hit it hard somewhere.”

In the first game of a doubleheader 
on April 19, Wesleyan won its 12th game 
in a row, 7-1, behind yet another seven-
inning complete-game performance 
from Jeff Blout ’14 (5-0, 3.96 ERA), his 
third in a row. The senior righty allowed 
only five hits and one run while striking 
out four. Over his past four starts, Blout 
is 4-0 with a 1.38 ERA. A second-team 
all-NESCAC selection a year ago, Blout 
seems to be hitting his stride at a perfect 
time for the Cardinals.

Pacing the offense for Wesleyan 
was Sam Goodwin-Boyd ’15, who went 
2-for-4 with a homer and four RBIs. 
The 6’5’’ first baseman has been clutch 
all season long with runners in scoring 
position, leading the team with 29 RBIs.

“Honestly, I chalk the RBI thing 
pretty much 100 percent to the guys 
who hit in front of me,” Goodwin-Boyd 
wrote in an email to The Argus. “Every 
time I’m up, there’s guys on base, and it 
makes my job really easy.”

In the series finale, Wesleyan was 
defeated 5-3 by the Continentals. Gavin 
Pittore ’16 took the tough-luck loss for 
the Cards, allowing five hits, four runs 
(only one earned), and striking out six 
over five innings.

It was the fielding that let him 

down in the bottom of the fifth. 
Wesleyan committed two errors, 
which led to three unearned runs 
and gave the Continentals momen-
tum with a 3-2 lead that they didn’t 
relinquish. The Cardinals pounded 
out 13 hits but managed to plate 
only three runs; they left 11 men on 
base.

Head Baseball Coach Mark 
Woodworth believes the loss comes 
with a silver lining.

“A good thing to come from 
breaking our streak is a reminder 
that all our success this season has 
not been as easy as it looks and that 
we need to continue to recommit to 
the numerous little details that com-
prise success,” Woodworth wrote in 
an email to The Argus.

Even with the loss, however, 
the Cardinals come back from 
Clinton riding high, as they now 
know that there is a NESCAC 
playoff spot with their name on it. 
Wesleyan will look to start a new 
winning streak this Tuesday, April 
22 at home on Dresser Diamond 
against nonconference foe Coast 
Guard Academy (13-18).

No game is to be overlooked, 
but the Cardinals must be excited 
for their upcoming series showdown 
against Little Three rival Amherst 
(21-5, 7-1 NESCAC) this weekend. 
A Little Three title and the top seed 
in the NESCAC West are at stake.

“This weekend was good, but 
the big games are the ones com-
ing up in the next few weeks, that’s 
what everyone’s excited about,” 
Goodwin-Boyd wrote. “The team 
that wins the NESCAC will be the 
one that’s playing [its] best ball at 
the time of the tournament.”

Baseball Snaps Win Streak

top of the fourth.
The two teams returned to the 

diamond on Saturday for their second 
of the three contests. Taking the hill for 
Wesleyan in her second pitching outing 
since returning from a concussion was 
Amanda Roosa ’16.

Roosa pitched well, easily earn-
ing what should have been three outs 
without incidence against the first three 
batters she faced in the top of the first. 
However, the Wesleyan defense strug-
gled once again, committing three er-
rors in the top of the first to let Williams 
get on a roll. Roosa fought through the 
defensive lapses, surrendering runs on a 
throwing error by Gately, a bunt single, 
and a bases-loaded walk. She began to 
show signs of tiring after recording her 
second out; she gave up a three-run tri-
ple, followed by an RBI single. She was 

pulled from the mound and sent to sec-
ond base before finishing the inning.

The Cardinals never really recov-
ered from the massive defensive lapse 
in the first. Rutt put a run on the board 
when she homered in the top of the sec-
ond, and Captain Alex Sarkowsky ’14 
contributed a two-run double in the 
fourth. However, that was all the scoring 
the Cardinals would manage in the sec-
ond game. Williams rode the Cardinal 
errors to an 11-3 victory in five innings.

Pardo took the mound again for 
the Cardinals in the third game of the 
series. Again, Wesleyan was put in a hole 
early by poor defensive play. Two errors 
in the bottom of the first gave way to a 
quick 2-0 lead for Williams. From that 
point forward, Pardo was able to hold 
Williams at two runs until the bottom 
of the fifth.

In the meantime, the Wesleyan of-
fense could do little to get itself back in 
the game. The Cardinals mustered four 
hits heading into the bottom of the fifth 
when Williams blew it open.

All nine batters Pardo faced in 
the inning reached base safely on seven 
hits and two walks. Williams clinched 
the game with a walk-off RBI single to 
secure an 8-0 lead. That triggered the 
mercy rule, and Williams finished the 
series sweep.

Wesleyan, which has dealt with 
several injuries to key players and the 
inexperience of an extremely young 
roster, saw its NESCAC record fall to 
2-9. Already eliminated from postseason 
contention, the Cardinals will close out 
NESCAC play when they resume a pre-
viously suspended game against Amherst 
on Tuesday, April 22.

Cardinals and did a little better than the 
second doubles team, losing 8-4.

The success might not be seen 
in the win-loss column, but this year’s 
team has grown up together and has 
certainly improved throughout the 
course of the season.

“I think we’ve learned this sea-
son that what separates the mid-tier 
NESCAC teams, those ranked between 
about 20 and 35 nationally, is very, very 
small,” Fried said. “We’ve learned that 
we have to outwork everyone else and 
show up, physically and mentally, to 
put ourselves in the best position to rise 
to the top of that group and beyond.”

The team currently has a .375 
winning percentage in conference, 
which places them in a tie for eighth 
with Tufts, although the Jumbos have 
the tiebreaker over the Cardinals af-
ter an 8-1 win over Wes earlier in the 

season. This does not bode well for the 
Redbirds, as only the top six teams in 
the conference qualify for the playoffs.

The team will look to close out 
the season on a high note at home next 
Saturday, April 26 against Bates. The 
Cardinals will be trying to avenge last 
year’s 5-4 first-round playoff loss to the 
Bobcats. Players from last year’s team 
who will be back for another shot at 
Bates include Brint, King, Monk, and 
Rudovsky. Out of the four, King was 
the only one to help Wesleyan earn a 
point. He teamed up with Jeff Legunn 
’13 at second doubles and won 8-5.

“We’re all looking forward to 
another great match with Bates on 
Sunday,” Fried said. “They’re another 
team in that mix, and it’s another great 
opportunity for us to get the experience 
that comes from those types of matches 
amongst equals.”
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By Tobias Thor Lichtenstein
Staff Writer

Yet another gorgeous day blessed 
the track and field team as it jour-
neyed to Amherst, Mass. on Saturday, 
April 19 for the Annual Little Three 
meet. The Cardinals had resounding 
triumphs and close defeats, but ulti-
mately both squads fought hard and 
worked for their wins.

When the dust settled, the men 
placed third with 82 team points be-
hind Amherst (128) and Williams 
(159), while the women accumulated 
119 points to finish second. This 
marks the third year in which the la-
dies have outscored Amherst (100), 
despite ending up behind Williams 
(150).

“The team has continued to im-
prove in the past few meets, so I’m 
excited to see everyone compete,” said 
Sydney Cogswell ’16. “This is what 
we spend both of our seasons working 
toward.”

Cogswell was one of three first-
place finishers for the women, win-
ning the 400m dash in 59.11 seconds, 
even though the race was a departure 
from her comfort zone.

“The 400m isn’t exactly my race, 
so I’m really happy with how that 
went,” Cogswell added. “That was a 
new [personal record] in the 400m, 
and it was good practice for next 
week’s 4x400 and for going out faster 
in the 800m.”

Joining Cogswell at the top was 
Captain Sierra Livious ’14, who won 
the 100m hurdles (15.72 seconds) in 
addition to second-place finishes in 
both the shot put and hammer throw.

“I am very happy with yester-

day’s performance,” Livious remarked. 
“The shot put is coming along slowly 
but gradually, and so is the hammer. 
The hurdles time wasn’t a [personal 
record], but it was a race that I fought 
for.”

Once again, Livious was able to 
break the Wesleyan record that she 
herself had set in the hammer throw 
a week earlier; this time, by nearly 10 
feet.

“The hammer was actually a huge 
[personal record], so I’m excited to see 
where that will take us,” Livious said. 
“We are getting in that ‘ready to fight’ 
mentality, which we’re going to have 
to do in order to compete well.”

The women had one more first-
place winner in Aidan Bardos ’17, 
clocking a time of 2:19.49 in the 
800m. The runners-up included 
Geneva Jonathan ’15 in the 400m hur-
dles (1:06.83), Kiley Kennedy ’16 in 
the pole vault (2.75m), Libby Lazare 
’14 in the 1500m (4:53.87), and Ellie 
Martin ’16 in the javelin (27.97m). 
These second-place efforts rounded 
out was yet another solid day for the 
Cardinal women.

“[We] did well, with wins and 
good performances in a few different 
events, so I think everyone is confi-
dent going into NESCACs,” Cogswell 
said. “I’m really looking forward to 
the 800m [next week] and racing a 
few girls who have run either the same 
time or faster.”

On the flip side, the men’s team 
saw LaDarius Drew ’15 continue his 
reign of supremacy. Even with in-
creased pressure to maintain his per-
formance level, Drew took the Little 
Three sprinter crown with 100m 
(10.99 seconds) and 200m (21.92 sec-

Track and Field Fights at 
Little Three Meet in Amherst

Tufts Too Much for 
Women’s Lacrosse

By Craig Weinhaus
Contributing Writer

Coming off of a 9-6 loss to the 
Bowdoin Polar Bears, the women’s la-
crosse team played its final home game 
of the season against Tufts on Saturday, 
April 19. The Jumbos are in sixth place 
in the NESCAC with a conference 
record of 5-4 and are ranked 17th in 
Division III. The Jumbos marked the 
sixth-straight nationally ranked team 
on the Cards’ schedule. Though the 
Cardinals contested diligently, they 
eventually fell 7-5.

The first half of the game was 
marked by a strong defensive pres-
ence. After Tufts scored a goal about 
seven minutes into the game, there 
was no scoring for either side until the 
6:27 mark, when Meredith Smith ’17 
scored off an assist from Becca Phillips 
’17. The Jumbos answered with a goal 
about two minutes later, which was fol-
lowed up by Martha Harding ’16 scor-
ing off of another assist from Phillips 
with about a minute left in the half to 
make it 2-2. The score remained tied at 
two at the intermission.

The Jumbos opened up the scor-
ing in the second half about three min-
utes in with a goal off of a free position 
shot to make the score 3-2, but the 
Cards bounced back strong with three 
consecutive strikes in a span of 74 sec-
onds of game time. Smith netted her 
team-leading 19th goal of the season 
with a high shot at the 24:39 mark to 
tie the score at three. Harding netted 
her second goal of the game and her 
14th of the year 32 seconds later off of 
an assist from Captain Abby D’Angelo 
’14, giving the Cards their first lead 
of the game. Less than a minute after 
that, Leah Sherman ’15 broke through 
the middle of the Jumbos defense and 
scored the third of the Cardinal trio of 
goals to give Wesleyan a 5-3 lead.

Unfortunately, the Cardinals were 
unable to hold onto that lead, as Tufts 
scored four unanswered goals over 
the final 17 minutes of play to extend 
the Jumbo winning streak against the 
Cards to seven games. The Cardinals 
had a chance to score in the closing 

The women’s lacrosse team was pumped up for its final home game, 
but Katie Binswanger ’15 and her teammates couldn’t stop Tufts in 
a 7-5 loss.

SHANNON WELCH/STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

moments of the game, as Smith hit the 
crossbar with 1:20 left. After the Cards 
regained possession, Harding took an-
other shot from the left side that was 
saved. That was Wesleyan’s last chance 
to cut into the margin, as Tufts was 
able to keep possession for the rest of 
the game to close out the 7-5 victory.

The Cardinals showed bursts of 
scoring prowess. Smith credited this to 
an altered offensive strategy.

“Our attack looked much better 
than it did in previous games,” Smith 
said. “Our strategy was to make quick 
passes on offense so that the defense 
would shift, resulting in a quick pass 
and shot.”

Katie Binswanger ’15 forced 
three turnovers in the game, bring-
ing her season total up to 14, good 
for second-most on the team. Captain 
Emma Frangules ’14 picked up a team-
high three ground balls in the game. 
Meghan Kelly ’17, the team leader 
in grounders, picked up two more in 
the game to give her 27 on the season. 
Wesleyan keeper Nina Labovich ’16 
came away with 11 saves on the day in 
a solid performance in net.

Though their conference record is 
similar to what it was last season, the 
Cardinals have shown major improve-
ment this season under new Interim 
Head Women’s Lacrosse Coach 
Amanda Belichick ’07.

“We have had a lot of competitive 
games this year,” Smith said. “It’s great 
to see how much we have improved 
over the course of the season.”

Though the Cardinals have not 
won in NESCAC play yet this season, 
they have consistently played tight 
games against elite, nationally ranked 
opponents, and have gone 5-0 in non-
conference play. With a young, de-
veloping team, the Cards have a very 
bright future and lofty goals.

“I think that we can become 
one of the highest nationally ranked 
teams,” Smith said.

Wesleyan will close out the season 
on the road against the Conn College 
Camels on Wednesday, April 23. The 
Camels are also looking for their first 
NESCAC win on the season.

Women’s Tennis Playoff 
Hopes on the Line after Loss

By Daniel Caballero
Staff Writer

This past Saturday, April 19, 
the women’s tennis team fell to the 
Amherst Lord Jeffs 9-0 on the road, a 
team ranked fourth in the nation. Wes 
did not win a single set. In fact, only 
Captain Grace Smith ’14 was able to 
keep it close during the first of her two 
singles sets, as she lost 6-4, 6-2. Others, 
such as Clare DuBrin ’15 and Olivia 
Koh ’17, were not able to win a single 
game: both of them double-bageled 
with 6-0, 6-0 results. The result puts the 
Redbirds’ NESCAC record at 3-5 and 
overall record at 5-8.

The defeat does not come as a 
surprise: Wesleyan has not been able 
to defeat its Little Three rival in nearly 
35 years. Yet this year’s loss is different 
than those in the past, as the Cards are 
in what many, including Head Women’s 
Tennis Coach Mike Fried, are calling a 
transitional period for the women’s ten-
nis program. Although the team will be 
losing key players, including both cap-
tains, seniors Smith and Nicki Softness, 
at the end of this year, the future looks 
bright for the program.

“While it’s certainly difficult to 
lose senior players and their leader-
ship, particularly considering the great 
job Nicki and Grace did as captains, 
we have five girls arriving as freshmen 

in the fall, and together they comprise 
one of the top-five-ranked DIII recruit-
ing classes in the country,” Fried said. 
“We’re very optimistic about the team’s 
future.”

Another sign of how the sands are 
shifting in Wesleyan’s favor is the possi-
bility of playoff qualification, a feat that 
the Redbirds haven’t accomplished since 
2008. Only the top six teams are eligible 
to participate in the postseason. The fi-
nal match this year is Saturday, April 26 
against Bates. Heading into the match, 
Wes is seventh in the NESCAC stand-
ings and Bates is sixth. Bates’ Bobcats 
will have to face an eighth-seeded 
Trinity on Friday, April 25. Even if the 
Trinity Bantams lose the match, the 
Cardinals control their own fate. Based 
on regional rankings, Wes (ranked 12th) 
is favored against Bates (ranked 14th). 
Although the women’s squad came up 
with a win against Bates last year, it was 
a close 6-3 victory.

The team will need to stay fo-
cused in order to secure the last seed in 
the playoffs. The leadership of Softness 
and Smith will be critical this week in 
preparation for the final match of the 
regular season. They will certainly have 
plenty of motivation as they try to make 
their first, and what would be their only, 
playoff appearance. Moreover, the two 
will look to extend what have been great 
tennis careers.

“I’ll miss tennis,” Softness said. 
“After I graduate, it will be hard to 
find places to play and people to 
play with. I’ll miss the bus rides; 
not the actual riding in the bus on 
the street, but the singing. I’ll miss 
the Bob Sweats. I’ll miss the safety 
of my teammates. I’ll miss the spirit 
day practices and our crazy outfits. 
I’ll miss singing the fight song with 
my team. I’ll miss high fiving every-
one after line ups.”

This year, Wes was stuck in the 
middle of the ’Cac. The Cards were 
able to defeat middle- and lower-
ranked teams, but were unable to 
compete against the top echelon. 
However, the squad has already 
made significant improvements 
from previous campaigns. The 
team’s goal next year is to move into 
the top level and change the culture 
of Cardinal tennis.

“With a key year of competing 
at a higher level under our belts, I 
think our returning team members 
will be tougher next year; and with 
an extremely strong recruiting class 
joining them, our goal is indeed to 
break through to that top level of 
NESCAC, and therefore national D 
III, tennis,” Fried said.

With a win against Bates, the 
Cardinals will certainly be moving 
in the direction Fried envisions.

onds) dash wins.
“It feels awesome to know that 

I’m the best at my main events,” 
Drew said. “I’ve worked hard, and 
I don’t plan on stopping the work 
I’ve put in over the course of the 
season.”

His first-place times, in con-
junction with a second-place long 
jump, are encouraging signs mov-
ing forward towards the NESCAC 
championships.

“I’m hyped as ever [for 
NESCACs] because it’s always 
great competition,” Drew said. 
“I’m happy to be among the top 
competitors in the conference.”

Throwers across New England 
are also taking note of Agbon 
Edomwonyi ’16, who was top dog 
in the discus (42.00m) and ham-
mer (41.34m), in addition to a 
shot-put mark (12.78m) good for 
second place. Erik Hall ’16 also 
gave the men a fourth champion in 
the javelin throw.

“Saturday saw some very nice 
throws and performances, minus 
the shot put for me,” Edomwonyi 
said. “I feel like I know what to 
work on the most heading into 
NESCACs, and look forward to a 
competitive performance.”

As the Cardinals reach their 
season’s denouement, the NESCAC 
Championships at Colby loom 
large on the horizon. Both squads 
know what is at stake and are pre-
paring to compete with a sense of 
purpose on the 26th.

“NESCAC is what we’ve been 
training for all year,” Livious said. 
“So this is where we leave it all on 
the track.”


