
By Tobias Thor Lichtenstein
Staff Writer

There’s no doubt that the Cardinal 
track and fielders have been competing in 
less-than-ideal weather for most of their 
season. However, at the Elmer Swanson 
Invitation on April 12, Wesleyan finally 
got the type of conditions it had been 
waiting for all spring. With the sun shin-
ing and spirits riding high, there was a 
good deal of optimism present before, 
during, and after the meet.

“It was a beautiful day with low 
wind, so there was literally no reason 
why we couldn’t have run fast, and we 
did,” said Captain Sierra Livious ’14. 
“The times and distances for all of us 
were pretty reassuring.”

With six first placers and various 
other top three finishes, the women’s 
squad turned in yet another solid over-
all performance. Though Wesleyan 
runners earned the top honors in the 4 

x 400m relay yet again, even more im-
pressive was the 4 x 100m relay team 
of Idara Foster ’15, Melissa Luning ’15, 
Ellie Martin ’16, and Alexis Walker ’16, 
whose improved time of :48.34 came 
within 0.1 seconds of a new Wesleyan re-
cord. Other first-place winners included 
Nikita Rajgopal ’17 in the 800m dash 
(2:21.56), Sydney Cogswell ’16 in the 
1500m run (4:57.66), and Karley Dutra 
’14 in the 5000m (19:19.65). Livious 
continued to succeed in the throwing 
events, as she captured the hammer 
throw while adding another six inches to 
her school record en route to a 151-10 
score. As if that was not already enough, 
Livious also won the shot put (40-11) 
and placed second in the 100m hurdles 
(:15.58). Counting Saturday’s victories, 
she has been both the hammer-throw 
and shot-put champion in three of four 
meets this spring.
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By William Donnelly
Assistant Arts Editor

When I walked into the 
’92 Theater on Saturday, April 
12 for the final performance 
of “TREES,” an original musi-
cal from the creative minds of 
writers Gabe Gordon ’15, Zia 
Grossman-Vendrillo ’15, Jacob 
Masters ’15, and director Emilie 
Pass ’15, I knew that it was go-
ing to be something special. The 
set was a near-perfect representa-
tion of a camp, with two cabins 
on either side of the stage, an arch 
with the word “CAMP” across it, 
and, of course, many, many trees. 
Even before the show’s opening 
number, it was clear that the cre-
ative team had spent an immense 
amount of time working on the 
production.

Track and Field 
Thrives in Sun

As Gordon explained, “TREES” 
first came to life in a playwriting class 
three years ago, during his freshman 
year.

“Right after the end of that 
class, I was like, ‘Ah, you know, this 
play is something that I’m really 
into,’” Gordon said. “‘Totally not at 
the point where I want to share it yet, 
but maybe if I keep working at it, 
maybe one day I’ll share it here. But 
it’s like the kind of play that could be 
a musical, and I like musicals.’ So it 
was a year later…and I learn[ed], af-
ter getting to know Jacob [Masters], 
that he’s just as much (if not more) 
passionate about musical theater as I 
am. And Zia [Grossman-Vendrillo], 
who is an incredibly talented musi-
cian and just as passionate about 
these things—including camp—as I 
am, and [I] kind of decided, ‘I’m go-
ing to share what I have with them 

and see if this is something they 
might be interested in being a part 
of with me.’”

When approached, Grossman-
Vendrillo and Masters agreed to col-
laborate with Gordon on the project, 
and the trio began meeting regularly 
to do so.

“We set up, after that point, 
weekly and biweekly times when I 
would go to Gabe’s room in WestCo, 
and just sit with him with his room-
mate’s acoustic guitar, and just either 
I would have something I worked on, 
or he would say, ‘Here’s a melody,’ or, 
‘Hey, let’s both just attack—What’s 
the intro to the song? We don’t re-
ally know yet—Or the intro to the 
play?’ and we’d just do it,” Masters 
explained. “From then on we’d meet 
every single week, or twice a week.”

WSA Resolutions 
Address Greek Life

By Nat Warner
Contributing Writer

On Sunday, April 13, the 
Wesleyan Student Assembly (WSA) 
held its third meeting to address 
the prevalence of sexual assault and 
rape culture at the University. The 
meeting drew approximately 80 
University community members, 
including President Michael Roth. 
The agenda for the meeting was 
fourfold: prevention and education; 
reporting and adjudicating; support-
ing survivors; and alcohol and spac-
es. The conversation mainly focused 
on the fourth topic as a discussion 
about the role of all-male fraternities 
on campus.

Currently, two non-binding 
resolutions have been presented 

to the WSA. Resolution A was co-
written by fraternity brothers and 
WSA members. Resolution B was 
written by individuals unaffiliated 
with Greek life and co-sponsors, 
including WSA President Nicole 
Updegrove ’14 and Vice President 
Andrew Trexler ’14. Both resolu-
tions offer detailed proposals to 
combat sexual assault and include 
specific provisions about fraterni-
ties as environments that can place 
individuals at risk. Resolution A 
contains stipulations that would 
reform existing fraternity struc-
tures; Resolution B contains a 
stipulation that would de-gender 
fraternities, a potentially more radi-
cal change given that two of the 
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Tanenbaum ’15 and Brenner 
’15 Talk WSA Campaigns

By Anne Leonardo
Contributing Writer

Voting for the Wesleyan 
Student Assembly (WSA) elec-
tions opened on Monday, April 
14 and will continue through 
Friday, April 18 at 11:59 p.m. 
Presidential candidate and cur-
rent WSA Academic Affairs 
Chair Grant Tanenbaum ’15 
and Vice Presidential candidate 
and current WSA Community 
Committee Chair Nicole Brenner 
’15 are both running unopposed.

Tanenbaum and Brenner 
spoke via email with The Argus 
about their experience, their mo-
tivations for running, and the 
major issues they see facing the 
Wesleyan community.

The Argus: Describe your time 

with the WSA.
Grant Tanenbaum: I’ve been on the 
WSA since my freshman year in a 
few positions. I started out on the 
Student Affairs Committee, then the 
Organization and External Affairs 
committee, and this year I chair the 
Academic Affairs Committee.
Nicole Brenner: I’ve been on the 
WSA for the past three years—since 
my first semester at Wes! For the 
first two years, I was a member of 
the Student Budget Committee, 
which I chaired last year. This year 
has been really different for me be-
cause I started the year as Vice Chair 
of Academic Affairs Committee 
(AAC), but right before the end of 
first semester I was elected to chair 
the Community Committee.

A: What have been your biggest ac-
complishments on the WSA?

GT: Winter Session is a project 
that I and my committee put a lot 
of time into. It is a great example 
of student interest steering the de-
bate and a good reminder of how 
student government can be useful. 
AAC demonstrated overwhelming 
student support and interest for a 
Winter Session to the faculty, and I 
like to think that that was a deciding 
factor in their vote.
NB: I’ve really enjoyed working with 
student groups and working to make 
student group registration and fund-
ing easier. I worked last year with 
Alton Wang [’16] to research and 
implement the OrgSync software 
that we’re using now. I was also real-
ly thrilled to get to work with Grant 
on the Winter Session Resolution 
and Withdrawal Deadline Extension 
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To the admitted students:
You have an enormous choice in 

front of you: where will I go to college? 
Choosing can be hard. You may be un-
sure. How do you decide? Is Wesleyan 
right for me? Am I right for Wesleyan?

Here are our thoughts (with the ca-
veat that school is not your only option):

Most colleges will spend a lot of 
time telling you what is so wonderful and 
unique and incredible about them -- that’s 
what this literal “Wesleyan Festival” is de-
signed for: to convince you all that this is 
the perfect place for you to spend your 
college years.

But here’s the thing: this is far from 
a perfect place.

This is a place where your legitimacy 
as a student might be questioned daily 
based on your race.

This is a place where, depending on 
how much money your family has, you 
might not even be offered admission at all. 
Take a good hard look around you while 
you’re here, and think about the fully 
qualified students who aren’t here.

This is a place where sexual assault 
happens, frequently, and is then dis-
missed.

This is a place where cultural norms 
permit violence against and violations of 
the space and well-being of women, trans* 
students, students of color, queer students, 
and many o thers marginalized groups.

This is a place where the adminis-
tration targets trans* student activists for 
punishment.

This is a place that provides a lush 

material environment for its students with 
dividends from investments in coal and 
oil, weapons, agribusiness, and predatory 
banks.

This is a place that stands by and 
feigns helplessness as its subcontracted 
custodial firm is overworked and that in-
timidates the people (many of them poor 
people of color, women, immigrants) who 
maintain the campus.

This is a place that institutionalizes 
class divisions between students and be-
tween the university and the surrounding 
community.

This is a place where systemic op-
pression and unrelenting demands on 
students contribute to widespread anxiety 
and depression that goes unrecognized 
and unaddressed.

This is a place where students with 
disabilities are regularly locked out of the 
only accessible entrance to the library or 
questioned by faculty when they attempt 
to access classroom accommodations.

This is a place where institutional 
priorities ignore the inaccessible nature of 
our campus.

This is a place where students with 
mental health conditions and chronic ill-
nesses contend with bureaucratic indiffer-
ence and social stigma while on campus or 
on medical leave.

This is a place where breaking win-
dows, smashing bottles on the sidewalk, 
trashing dorms, and abandoning food 
spills is done with little thought for who 
has to clean up those messes.

This is a place where the onus of fix-
ing oppressive policies and structures of-
ten falls squarely on the shoulders of those 
who are oppressed.

This is a place where people ask each 
other the same few questions over and 
over again and give stock happy answers to 

prevent further and deeper conversation.
Fortunately (and this is Wesleyan’s 

saving grace), this is a place where some 
people care that these things are happen-
ing. This is a place where many students 
can and do take action to stop these things 
from happening. This is a place where 
students are willing to take the adminis-
tration, faculty, staff, alumni, parents, and 
our fellow students to task for transgres-
sions against the community and to chal-
lenge anyone who says Wes can’t be bet-
ter than it is. We can only do so much, 
but the passion and dedication and care 
we have seen our fellow students devote 
to improving this community and fixing 
inexcusable inequalities is continuously 
inspiring.

Wesleyan is an Activist University. 
Wesleyan is Diversity University. Wesleyan 
is Weird… At least that is what they tell 
us.

If you look closely these vital quali-
ties have been on the wane in the past de-
cade. But we haven’t lost them yet. There 
are always eruptions of regeneration and 
rebirth, sparks and flares of resistance and 
of coming to consciousness. We, activists 
at Wesleyan, fight constantly, seriously, 
joyously, to keep creative dissent and revo-
lution alive.

You, who have been admitted to 
the class of 2018, will play an enormous 
role in deciding whether these aspects of 
Wesleyan grow and flourish, or atrophy 
and die.

If you choose to join this communi-
ty, you will have the opportunity to learn 
about its serious and significant flaws, and 
you will have the opportunity to do some-
thing about them.

If the problems listed above anger, in-
trigue, or motivate you, please come here. 
If you want to contribute positively to this 

community through your presence, please 
come here. If you want to take a fierce and 
focused role in making desperately needed 
change happen at Wesleyan, please come 
here. If you couldn’t care less, consider 
picking another school. Now, more than 
ever, we need committed activists at our 
school. Now, more than ever, we need stu-
dents who will care deeply about making 
this community the best it can possibly be, 
and perhaps changing it to be something 
else entirely. There’s a constant turnover of 
students on any campus, which presents 
a threat to the continuity and vitality of 
the movements for reform and revolution 
that go on here: the most knowledgeable 
and experienced rabble-rousers, strategists, 
and philosophers of liberation are always 
graduating and going off to change the 
world. But if we keep attracting new ones, 
we might really get something done.

We have all learned and grown at 
Wesleyan through being involved with 
activism. We have met amazing people 
who do so much to demand better from 
Wesleyan. Some are graduating and join-
ing the proud ranks of Wesleyan alums. 
Others, thank goodness, will remain here 
for at least a little while longer, continuing 
to fight the good fight.

We hope you will be among them.

Co-signed:
Catherine MacLean ’14
Anya Morgan ’14
Nina Gurak ’16
Olivia Chavez ’15
Christian Hosam ’15
Joshua Krugman ’14
Ben Guilmette ’15
Alton Wang ’16
Chris Caines ’16
Olivia Alperstein ’14
Taylor Dauphin ’15

To the admitted students

WeSpeaks are a great 
opportunity to have your 
voice heard on campus!

Got an opinion? Wanna share it?
Write a Wespeak for The Argus!

We will literally publish 
anything you have to say!

(as long as it’s not super offensive, slanderous, 
nonsensical, or an advertisement)

We publish all WeSpeaks! 
We don’t edit WeSpeaks!
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Alumnae Present at 
“Female Frontiers” 
Conference

By Jenny Davis
Assistant Opinion Editor

Upon becoming the first female 
editor-in-chief of The Argus in 1976, 
Jane Eisner ’77 inherited a large fund-
ing deficit: it would be necessary to 
raise more money to keep the paper 
going. She explained the situation to 
an all-male fund-granting boardroom, 
and minutes later one member offered 
up what he thought was the perfect so-
lution: Eisner should run a bake sale. 
When Eisner told that story nearly 40 
years later, as the keynote speaker for 
the Women of Wesleyan lecture series 
on Friday, April 11, her audience burst 
out in dismayed laughter.

Eisner, currently the editor-in-
chief of the Jewish Daily Forward, 
was the featured speaker of “Female 
Frontiers: Pushing Boundaries in the 
Workplace,” an event that also included 
a panel of professional alumnae and a 
screening of “Tricked,” a documentary 
about human trafficking produced by 
Nadia Zilkha ’79. The event was pre-
sented by Women of Wesleyan, a year-
long programming initiative, and was 
held in the Allbritton Center and the 
Powell Family Cinema.

University Relations Director of 
Networks and Affinities Meg Zocco 
expressed her enthusiasm about the 
event’s potential for cross-generation-
al exchange about issues that plague 
working women.

“None of the events should be a 
one-time deal,” she said. “The plan is 
that it continues, with more program-
ming under this umbrella, gains mo-
mentum, and facilitates connections. 
We want to create our own network: 
figure out how to meet people and con-
nect with them.”

In her talk, Eisner, a member of 
one of the first classes to include wom-
en after decades of exclusion, credited 
the University with empowering her.

“Wesleyan went co-ed fabulously,” 
Eisner said. “From the beginning, I 
never felt held back.”

After graduating, Eisner ex-
plained, she worked for the Philadelphia 
Inquirer as a foreign correspondent in 
London (she was the second woman 
and the first mother the Inquirer sent 
abroad), then as the leader of the fea-
tures section, and finally as the editor 
of the editorial page. In quickly ascend-
ing in her career, however, Eisner often 
felt overwhelmed by her duties at work 
coupled with growing obligations at 
home.

“I would be in an interview with 
a congressman and remember that I 
forgot to leave a check for the piano 
teacher,” she said.

She added that asserting herself at 
work was challenging.

“I was called the Queen of Nice,” 
she said. “I was proud of that, but I 
didn’t always want to be nice to people. 
I got pushed around by a lot of aggres-
sive politicians.”

After five and a half years as the 
editorial page editor, Eisner, feeling 
burned-out, stepped back into the role 
of columnist, a position that allowed 
her to work at home, teach a few classes 
at the University of Pennsylvania, and 
write a book, “Taking Back the Vote: 
Getting American Youth Involved in 
Democracy.”

In 2008, Eisner became the first 
female editor-in-chief of The Forward. 
Yet from her first day, something was 
missing.

“I thought, ‘Where are all the 
women?’” she said.

Eisner’s question eventually led 
her to begin a study that would become 

a mainstay of The Forward: she looked 
at the 75 largest Jewish organizations 
in the country and examined who was 
in charge and what they earned. Eisner 
ran the list in the paper. Soon after, a 
professor at the Wharton School of 
the University of Pennsylvania ap-
proached Eisner at a bat mitzvah, and 
the two collaborated on analyzing the 
list, eventually determining what salary 
should be average, which leaders were 
underpaid, and which were overpaid. 
Of the five overpaid, all were men; of 
the five underpaid, two were women. 
These findings confirmed what Eisner 
had already suspected, but publishing 
the results has been surprisingly em-
powering.

“It’s known now,” Eisner said. “I 
heard a story about a woman using 
[the data] when she was negotiating 
her salary. She said, ‘I don’t want my 
kids to read in The Forward that I’m 
underpaid.’”

Gwendolyn Rosen ’15 enjoyed 
Eisner’s talk and appreciated that the 
topics she discussed were relatable.

“Jane Eisner…did a really great 
job of talking not only about her ca-
reer but also about how her whole life 
has come together, including the fam-
ily issues that come up a lot when we 
talk about women in the workplace, 
but not assuming that the women in 
the audience were looking to have the 
same path as her,” Rosen said. “She did 
a great job of making it accessible to all 
the women in the room. ”

After Eisner’s talk, the group 
broke out into two panels, one address-
ing women in the arenas of education, 
not-for-profit, and arts, and one ad-
dressing women in law, medicine, fi-
nance, and science.

The former panel was led by 
Tracey Gardner ’96, a member of the 
Board of Trustees and the Chief of 
Staff at New York University’s Robert 
Wagner School of Public Service, and 
Zilkha, who is the board chair for 3 
Generation Films and the Co-Owner 
and Vice President of Laetitia Vineyard 
and Winery.

The latter panel first discussed 
challenges that the women faced in the 
workplace, prompting Vanessa Burgess 
’77, Managing Director at Canajoharie 
Capital, to remember being passed 
over for the chance to travel abroad for 
work. Her then-employer had a limited 
budget; all the men traveled together 
because they could share a hotel room. 
Burgess wanted to travel, and so she as-
sured her boss that she could stay in a 
room with the men.

“It was fine, because I was used to 
it,” Burgess said, laughing. “Wesleyan 
had co-ed dorms.”

When speaking about the day-
long conference, Zocco explained that 
the University has a remarkably strong 
base of alumnae, a claim that she links 
to its history of coeducation.

“Historically, [women] were here, 
and then they were booted out, but 
they would not be deterred,” she said. 
“Proof is that [women] came back in 
the late ’60s, early ’70s. Now those 
first alumnae are at the peaks of their 
careers, in influential positions, doing 
important work, but that spirit remains 
from when they were first-year stu-
dents. There is still that energy behind 
our coeducation.”

Moreover, Zocco has found that 
University alumnae are unusual in their 
commitment to activism.

“Wesleyan attracts strong, smart 
(of course), independent-thinking, 
initiative-oriented women,” she said. 
“‘Make change’ kind of people. It’s the 
launch pad for the rest of time.”

University Jewish Community 
Joins Open Hillel Movement

By Courtney Laermer
Assistant News Editor

The University Jewish com-
munity recently announced its 
support of the Open Hillel move-
ment, which is devoted to abol-
ishing the guidelines regarding 
Israel-related protocols within the 
Hillel International (Hillel) orga-
nization. The official regulations 
of Hillel reject partnerships with 
speakers or groups that deny the 
right of Israel to exist as a Jewish 
state.

Though the Jewish com-
munity on campus is student-
run, it is considered a Hillel 
Programming Center (HPC) and 
has a partnership with the orga-
nization’s center in Washington, 
D.C.

Earlier this month, students 
at the Swarthmore College Hillel 
became the first chapter of the 
organization to declare itself an 
Open Hillel, refusing to abide by 
the current guidelines.

“Open Hillel is a student-
run campaign to encourage in-
clusivity and open discourse at 
campus Hillels,” the Open Hillel 
website reads. “We seek to change 
the ‘standards for partnership’ in 
Hillel International’s guidelines, 
which exclude certain groups 
from Hillel based on their politi-
cal views on Israel. In addition, 
we encourage local campus Hillels 
to adopt policies that are more 
open and inclusive than Hillel 
International’s, and that allow 
for free discourse on all subjects 
within the Hillel community.”

The movement received sup-
port from members of the Jewish 
community on campus.

“It is sort of a no-brainer 
for me that any Jewish com-
munity, particularly on a col-
lege campus, should be open 
to discussion of whatever issues 
are relevant and important to 
the people involved,” said Bayit 
House Manager Talia Baurer ’15. 
“[This is] about allowing people 
to express a variety of political 
opinions in a space and a com-
munity that I strongly believe 
should be available to any sort 
of connection people may have. 
I was really excited to hear that 
people in the Wesleyan Jewish 
Community who are involved in 

campus conversations about Israel 
[and] Palestine chose to write this 
letter [to join Open Hillel], and after 
reading it I was so happy to sign.”

J Street U Co-Chair Maya 
Berkman ’16 explained that the 
movement has been gaining traction 
over the years.

“One thing that is unique about 
Wesleyan is that we have been able 
to have these conversations and these 
dialogues,” Berkman said. “We felt 
that as we were reading about this 
movement, students deserved to be 
trusted with their own voices. So 
then we started circulating the peti-
tion.”

Danny Blinderman ’14, another 
J Street U Co-Chair and an organizer 
of the Open Hillel movement at the 
University, agreed, adding that the 
given guidelines hinder speech, iso-
late students, and preclude people 
from accessing the full breadth of 
the intellectual and ideological al-
ternatives that are present on college 
campuses.

Examples of such censorship 
include an incident at Harvard 
University, when the Hillel there 
was banned from co-sponsoring a 
discussion with a Palestinian student 
group.

“I thought it was important for 
Wesleyan to join the Open Hillel 
movement primarily as a way to 
stand in solidarity with those who 
share our values,” Blinderman said. 
“We have an incredibly open and 
pluralistic community at our cam-
pus…. However, at other campus 
communities, people are not always 
afforded the opportunity to exercise 
these values. I felt that it was impor-
tant to let the Jewish community and 
the wider world know that these are 
our values and we support those who 
are trying to live them out on their 
respective campuses.”

Jacob Seltzer ’17, a member of 
J Street U, added that this move has 
implications for Hillel-oriented col-
lege campuses around the country.

“The move shows that cam-
puses no longer need to abide by 
Hillel guidelines that are dictated by 
donors,” Seltzer said. “Fortunately at 
Wesleyan, we already had an inclu-
sive environment for a diverse array 
of voices in the Jewish community 
,so our decision to join the Open 
Hillel movement was completely 
symbolic.”

Students involved in the Jewish 

community believe that this petition 
is showing support to the movement 
of an “Open Hillel” as a whole.

“We are entirely in line with 
what the [Open Hillel] movement is 
standing for,” Berkman said. “Hillel 
is a very valuable and important body 
on many college campuses. But, if 
they are adhering to guidelines listed 
[as missions] then there needs to be 
room for students to have their own 
dialogues.”

Berkman added that the talks 
have shown that students are able to 
cope with challenging topics.

“A big concern is fostering 
positive sentiments,” Berkman said. 
“The problem is, people won’t nec-
essarily shy away from Israel or 
Zionism if they are limited. Even if 
they do, they need to be trusted to do 
it themselves…. The point is, [either 
students] will or will not come to a 
conclusion, but regardless it will be 
their own decision to do so.”

Baurer added that she is aware 
that her views on Israel and Palestine 
are not identical to the views of ev-
eryone who has signed the petition; 
rather, those who signed the Open 
Hillel concur that the community 
must be open to the debate and vari-
ous opinions on all issues that are 
imperative in the Jewish community.

“Being pro-Israel and being 
Jewish do not have to coincide…and 
in the end, that is what Open Hillel 
is addressing,” Baurer said. “For me, 
criticizing Israeli policies and viola-
tions is actually an important part 
of my deep connection to Judaism. 
The individuals and organizations 
who equate being pro-Palestine, an-
ti-Israel, and/or anti-Zionist with be-
ing an anti-Semite exclude Jews like 
me from their narrow definition of 
‘Jewish.’”

Blinderman noted that the 
launch of the movement should not 
have much impact on campus life.

“Not a whole lot is changing 
on campus,” Blinderman said. “I 
will say generally that a student who 
wishes to engage with the Jewish 
community but is told that he or she 
must be silent on the issue of Israel 
cannot help but feel alienated and 
excluded from that community. My 
view is that if we believe passionately 
that there is more than one way to 
talk to God, then we should admit 
that there is more than one way to 
talk about Israel and the people who 
live there.”

NOAH MERTZ/ASSISTANT PHOTO EDITOR

The Bayit, pictured above, is the center of Jewish life on campus. Wesleyan’s Jewish community is 
considered a Hillel Programming Center, but the University has no official Hillel chapter.
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Proposal that we pushed through on 
Academic Affairs first semester!

A: Why did you choose to run?
GT: I’ve been working on the 
Assembly for a long time, and be-
ing the chair of Academic Affairs 
this year has been great. I’m running 
because I wanted to do more and I 
wanted to improve the WSA as a re-
source for students. We’re here for 
four years; this place is not just our 
school but our home. I chose to run 
because I wanted to be involved in 
the decisions that shape this place 
and to shape it as best I can for [fel-
low] students.
NB: I chose to run for vice president 
because up until this point, I’ve really 
enjoyed being involved in the WSA 
and serving in this position gives me 
the freedom to pursue projects as 
they come up, and I hope that I can 
use the flexibility of the role to come 
up with some creative solutions to 
campus issues.

A: What issues do you see facing the 
University community now, and how 
will you deal with them once elected?
GT: Right now, the campus is really 
focused on sexual assault, and rightly 
so. But I think it’s also important to 
keep an eye on the other important 
issues on campus, such as Academic 
Advising and other vital resources for 

students. Most importantly, I want to 
work to make the WSA a safe space 
for discussion, because if the last few 
meetings we have had are any indica-
tion, that’s definitely an area we need 
to improve upon internally.
NB: Right now the issue that has 
been at the forefront of the WSA’s 
work and campus discussion has been 
sexual assault. Our last three General 
Assembly meetings have been almost 
completely dedicated to it and I hope 
more of our future ones will be too. 
I’m really encouraged by the amount 
of students who have been coming to 
our meetings and sharing their views. 
The model we’re using right now of 
trying to bring as many students into 
the conversation as possible is one I 
will make every effort to continue. I 
think issues like these deserve careful 
and patient thought, but I also be-
lieve this requires a sense of urgency.

A: Why do you think you’re the best 
person for the position [for which] 
you’re running?
GT: The WSA has the capacity to be 
a great agent for change and accom-
plishment on campus. I think my 
institutional knowledge of getting 
things done and a priority of listen-
ing to and incorporating students can 
achieve a lot.
NB: I’ve served on a lot of positions 
in the WSA before, and I’ve spent 
three years developing an institution-
al memory that I think qualifies me 

RACHAEL METZ/CONTRIBUTING PHOTOGRAPHER

The Climate Justice Conference of Solutions took place on campus 
this weekend.

Candidates: Tanenbaum and 
Brenner Discuss Their Platforms
Continued from front page

Resolutions: WSA Meeting 
Addresses Greek Life on Campus
Continued from front page

school’s fraternities with housing,                                                                 
Beta Theta Pi (Beta) and Delta 
Kappa Epsilon (DKE), have no na-
tionally recognized coeducational 
chapters.

De-gendering would require 
fraternities to accept women as full 
members of the organization and 
allow them to live in the fraternity 
houses as members. Should the reso-
lution pass, it is expected that the 
process for inclusion will mirror the 
current rush process and that female 
pledges will be treated in the same 
manner as male pledges. A widely 
circulated petition outlines the ratio-
nale for de-gendering Greek houses.

“Because fraternities are male-
exclusive and the possessors of some 
of our campus’s largest party spaces, 
they explicitly and implicitly culti-
vate a gender-based power dynamic 
that privileges men, the hosts, over 
women, who are among the guests,” 
the letter reads. “This power dy-
namic engenders sexual assault be-
cause women are institutionally 
encouraged to ‘repay’ men for their 
hospitality, often with sex, and men 
are institutionally provided with a 
control over their guests, especially 
women.”

As of April 14, the petition had 
119 signatories, including students, 
alumni, faculty, and WSA members.

Alexandra Stovicek ’17, an at-
tendee with no affiliation with either 
the WSA or Greek life, expressed her 
support for this resolution, noting 
that de-gendering fraternities is a 
good idea because a specific change 
can have a real, immediate impact.

“I decided to sign [the] peti-
tion to express support for very spe-
cific changes to fraternity culture 
at Wesleyan and beyond,” Stovicek 
wrote in a message to The Argus. “I 
am very impressed with the WSA 
members who have outlined specific 
ideas on how to lessen the extent 
of sexual assault on our campus. It 

is one thing to be an advocate for 
survivors and be in favor of sexual 
assault prevention, and another to 
attack the real issues at hand on our 
campus[...]. If we include women 
in these societal organizations, the 
spirit of camaraderie can still be 
achieved without having to create a 
power hierarchy to do so.”

Updegrove, agreeing with 
Stovicek, added that these fraternity 
houses are the only places on cam-
pus that exclude non-male students.

“It is a letter that says these 
spaces perpetuate rape culture and 
make women—not all women, but 
a lot of women—and trans* people 
feel really, really unsafe and uncom-
fortable,” Updegrove said. “Putting 
them in a program house is a way of 
condoning their control of the spac-
es and their domination of the social 
world at Wesleyan. So I absolutely 
support what the letter calls for.”

Alpha Epsilon Pi (AEPi) 
President Michael Creager ’15 also 
stated his support for de-gendered 
fraternities, adding that he believes 
the resolutions are only the begin-
ning of what should be a larger ef-
fort to combat sexual assault.

“I don’t think that either of the 
WSA resolutions will do enough,” 
Creager said. “That’s not to say 
they’re not steps in the right direc-
tion. I just believe that changes need 
to be made to the resolution so that 
they do more to truly help the en-
tire community. Co-educated living 
spaces is a step in the right direction, 
and it may help to get rid of some 
of the sexual assaults on campus. 
However, I personally will not tell 
any organization what its member-
ship should comprise.”

Many students maintained 
that de-gendered houses are not the 
solution. WSA member and Beta 
brother Scott Elias ’14 contended 
that targeting fraternities would be 
unfair and ineffective.

“This conversation must be 
cognizant that dance parties and this 

culture occurs at Greek houses, 
co-educated houses, apartments, 
dorm parties, and senior houses, 
irrespective of the gender of who 
actually officially lives in these 
spaces,” Elias said. “I don’t think 
co-education of all-male Greek 
houses is necessarily the most 
appropriate or effective course 
of action if our true objective is 
to take meaningful and effective 
action to combat incidents of 
sexual assault.”

Ayala Mansky ’14, who has 
founded an organization titled 
Women for Greek Life to support 
all-male Greek housing, similarly 
challenged Resolution B.

“I think that the only out-
spoken people with regards to 
fraternities have been vehement-
ly against them thus far, and I 
want the school to know that 
there are a lot of people that sup-
port fraternities in their current 
form [as single-sex houses], and 
that the supporters are not just 
fraternity members,” Manksy 
said. “I think that [the] campus 
should be working together to 
combat rape culture and that 
this whole ordeal has become 
an unfortunate ‘us’ versus ‘them’ 
[conversation] that is completely 
counterproductive.”

Trexler called for campus 
unification despite the differing 
opinions on the topic of Greek 
life on campus.

“Fraternities ought to have a 
positive role on campus,” he said.

The discussion was at times 
contentious. Certain students 
were asked to apologize for 
laughing at other students’ com-
ments, while others were booed 
or cut off by attendees. In an ef-
fort to maintain decorum, nor-
mal committee procedure was 
abridged.

Both resolutions are expect-
ed to be voted on Sunday, April 
19 at the next WSA meeting.

University Hosts 
Climate Justice 
Conference

By Matt Shelley-Reade
Staff Writer

On Saturday, April 12, the 
University hosted the U.S. Climate Plan’s 
Climate Justice Conference of Solutions. 
The event, which consisted of a series of 
panels, talks, and workshops led by envi-
ronmentalists on local and national levels, 
focused on climate action, renewable en-
ergy, and independence from fossil fuels.

Scott Elias ’14, a Wesleyan Student 
Assembly (WSA) representative on the 
Sustainability, Facilities, and Finance 
Committee who helped organize the 
event, spoke to the reasoning behind the 
conference.

“The idea for this conference was 
inspired by a combination of taking...the 
course [CSLP 210:] Money and Social 
Change by Professor Joy L. Anderson and 
Hurricane Sandy decimating my home-
town,” Elias said. “It was a lightbulb mo-
ment for me. Given what we’re facing we 
need to take action…. We have the ability 
to initiate these sorts of changes, to alter 
micro-systems, to reshape markets. And 
it’s a matter of, do we have mutually rein-
forcing activity, do we have collaboration, 
and how do we build coalitions?”

Uniquely, the conference, which 
ran all day from 8:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m., fo-
cused on climate change through a num-
ber of different perspectives, not just an 
environmental one. Among the event’s 
diverse speakers were President of 350.
org Bill McKibben, Connecticut State 
Representative Matthew Lesser ’10, the 
Labor Director at the Sierra Club Dean 
Hubbard, Lieutenant Colonel Daniel L. 
Davis, and the keynote speaker, Executive 
Director of the BlueGreen Alliance David 
Foster.

Elias noted the importance of look-
ing through these multiple perspectives.

“The climate crisis isn’t just an envi-
ronmental problem: it’s a national security 
issue, it’s a social justice issue, it’s a busi-
ness issue, [and] it’s an all of the above 
issue,” Elias said. “Looking at climate 
change through the lens of intersection-
ality, we can start to see that if we want 
to have the technical policy and strategic 
solutions that we need, then we have to 
look at these issues through these various 
paradigms…. So what we decided to do 
with this conference was to have the co-
benefits of climate action coming from 
various perspectives—business, national 
security, policy, social justice [and] envi-
ronmental labor.”

After panel discussions, audience 
members broke into different workshops. 
Wes, Divest!, a student group dedicated to 
ending the University’s investment in fos-
sil fuels, led the workshop titled Derailing 
Divestment Myths. The workshop began 
with the group asking individuals where 
they stood on the spectrum of agreement 
in response to statements regarding fos-
sil fuel companies, divestment, and the 
energy crisis. Moving from that exercise, 
the group dispelled myths about the in-
efficiency of divestment. Devil’s advocate 
and other oppositional arguments were 
frequently implemented to expand the 
discussion.

Wes, Divest! member Angus McLean 
’16 commented on the discussion.

“I hope that people came away with 
a clearer picture about the realities of di-
vestment and can now see why so many 
of the common arguments against it just 
don’t hold up,” McLean wrote in an email 
to The Argus.

Onté Johnson, who spoke on the 
local action panel, is a Beyond Coal or-
ganizer for the Sierra Club, which is dedi-
cated to making Connecticut coal-free. 
Johnson discussed his campaign and the 
importance of getting University students 
and young people involved.

“The coal plant is located 
in Bridgeport, but this a coal-free 
Connecticut campaign,” Johnson said. 
“One of the things I’m always reminding 
people is: it’s not a coal-free Bridgeport, 
it’s a coal-free Connecticut. Everyone gets 
to benefit from that…. We need every-
body on deck.... It makes so much sense 
to be working with college students, es-
pecially Wesleyan [students], because [of] 
Wes, Divest! and the fact that Wesleyan 
is so environmentally sound. I definitely 
would love to tap in and use the Wesleyan 
folks to help on this campaign.”

Tom Gaudioso, a Green Jobs Corps 
Coordinator at Common Ground High 
School who spoke on the panel, fur-
thered Johnson’s emphasis on getting 
young people involved. When asked why 
high schoolers and college students aren’t 
greatly concerned about climate change, 
Gaudioso discussed the struggle of getting 
the youth interested.

“It’s hard to think about climate 
change when you don’t have the necessi-
ties [like] food, shelter, and a safe environ-
ment,” Gaudioso said. “So it is challeng-
ing, especially for young people of color, 
young people…of a lower economic scale 
to even think about that kind of thing 
when they’re worried about where they’re 
going to get their food next. That’s a huge 
challenge. You have to find out what their 
concerns are.”

Middlesex Community College 
Assistant Professor of Environmental 
Science Christine Witkowski was charged 
with the responsibility of wrapping up the 
day’s activities. In her speech, Witkowski 
turned the conversation over to the au-
dience by asking individuals what they 
could do for the sake of climate justice. 
Individuality was a theme that pervaded 
the day’s discussion.

Elias commented on the significance 
of individuality in the face of climate 
change.

“I think individuality is important 
because we can talk about what society 
needs to do, but if everyone says society 
is going do it, who’s going to promote and 
who’s going to force society to do it?” Elias 
said. “An individual in itself can’t change 
everything, but just because you can’t 
change everything doesn’t mean you can’t 
change anything. That’s the attitude we 
need to adopt…. Slowly but surely as a so-
ciety you can…deal with these extremely 
important and pressing problems.”

After a day full of fruitful discussion, 
approaching climate action from a variety 
of perspectives, Elias detailed his plan for 
the next step.

“I’m hopeful to move past the talk 
and start getting serious about action,” 
Elias said.

for the position in a lot of ways. 
I’m also committed and passion-
ate about solving campus issues 
and working to make Wes as great 
a place as possible.

The Argus also spoke via 
email with current WSA President 
Nicole Updegrove ’14 and cur-
rent WSA Vice President Andrew 
Trexler ’14, who offered guidance 
to future leaders based on their ex-
perience on the WSA.

The Argus: What advice do you 
have for future WSA leaders?
Nicole Updegrove: My best ad-
vice for future leadership is to 
prioritize most highly the stu-
dents that Wesleyan has failed. 
To do otherwise is to perpetuate 
the same systems of power and 
privilege that have always existed 
at Wesleyan. To do otherwise is to 
fail your constituents.
Andrew Trexler: Future student 
leaders need the ability to go be-
yond their own circles to under-
stand the student body and the 
community, the ability to seek 
out and serve the truly under-
served, the ability to do the right 
thing even if it is unpopular, and 
the ability to work to the bone. 
Future student leaders need to ac-
knowledge the privilege and pow-
er the position affords them and 
put service above all else.
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MAEVE RUSSELLWesCeleb:
By Rebecca Seidel

Features Editor

I found Maeve Russell ’14 sit-
ting on Foss with a group of friends 
who were blowing bubbles and 
soaking in the sunshine. Nothing 
could better capture Russell’s sunny 
personality. Russell is the student 
coordinator of Wesleyan’s chapter 
of Shining Hope For Communities 
(SHOFCO), a non-profit organiza-
tion working to combat poverty in 
the Kibera slum of Nairobi, Kenya. 
The Argus chatted with her about 
her work with SHOFCO, embar-
rassing friends at WesWings, and the 
advice she would give to her fresh-
man self.

The Argus: What are you involved 
with on campus?
Maeve Russell: My main involve-
ment is in SHOFCO; I’m the stu-
dent coordinator. This is my second 
year as the student coordinator of 
SHOFCO through the Office of 
Community Service [OCS], so 
that basically just means I have of-
fice hours in the OCS, which is on 
the top floor of Allbritton. And I 
also lead all of the weekly meetings 
for SHOFCO, and I do all of the 
behind-the-scenes stuff. And in the 
scene, actually, as well. Just a lot.

I’m also a student advisor 
for the Patricelli Center for Social 
Entrepreneurship. This is my 
first year for doing that. I work at 
WesWings. I was on the WSA for, 
like, a year. I quit that. Let’s see, what 
other things…?

A: I mean, that’s a lot.
MR: I think everyone here at 
Wesleyan, though, is involved in a lot 
of things. That’s why I love Wesleyan. 
Everyone’s very passionate about a 
number of issues.

A: Tell me more about your work 
with SHOFCO. How did you get 
involved?
MR: Actually, I first applied to 
Wesleyan thanks to SHOFCO and 
Kennedy [Odede ’12, co-founder of 
SHOFCO]. I remember that I got 
one of those Wesleyan magazines that 
they start distributing to prefrosh, 
and it had Kennedy in it and was just 
talking about his story. I thought it 
was amazing that a university would 
then pay for his tuition and have him 
come here, and then that he would 
start this amazing organization that’s 
both Wesleyan-born and Kibera-
born. I just really liked that.

Also, the summer before I 
was a freshman, Jessica Posner [’09, 
the other co-founder] won MTV’s 
Do Something Award. So I learned 
about SHOFCO before I even ap-
plied to Wesleyan, and then once I 
came to Wesleyan, I just started com-
ing to the meetings and got involved. 

It’s a really easy organization to become 
involved in. We’re very much about 
the idea that every drop in the bucket 
counts, so you just do what you can: 
come to meetings, table, get more in-
volved, help with events. We try to make 
it as non-hierarchical as possible and just 
have everyone join in to do as much or 
as little as they want to. It’s really great. I 
went on the Summer Institute the sum-
mer before my junior year.

A: And you traveled to Kibera through 
SHOFCO to work at the Kibera School 
for Girls?
MR: Yes. The Summer Institute is where, 
for about a month, you’re in Kibera, liv-
ing in Nairobi but working in Kibera at 
the school. It’s basically just a really great 
opportunity for the teachers, because, 
obviously, we’re not qualified to teach 
these girls. The teachers are amazing, and 
we cannot compare to them. But it’s an 
opportunity for the teachers to have a 
break to work on curriculum, and it’s just 
kind of a summer school session, so you 
teach them whatever you want. It’s also 
already a Montessori-based school, so it’s 
all about growing as an individual and 
becoming fully developed. These girls are 
amazing in that they have a lot of pride 
and confidence in themselves and in their 
answers. You literally will ask a question 
to a group of 20 to 30 girls, and every 
single one of them will have at least five 
answers for you. Without a doubt. And 
they just say it with such conviction, and 
I love it. I’ve worked in classrooms here 
in the U.S., and it’s not the same.

SHOFCO is [Kibera’s] organiza-
tion. And that’s what we try to empha-
size here at Wesleyan, that we’re just 
supporting a grassroots local movement 
that’s happening seven time zones away. 
They’re doing amazing things, and it’s 
all created and supported by them. They 
employ all Kiberans, or at least Kenyans, 
other than the two American fellows, 
and they’re slowly getting rid of that as 
well, which I’m in full support of. Just 
because it’s very much their organization, 
and we’re just lucky to have some sort of 
personal connection to supporting it and 
learning all about it.

A: Does SHOFCO have any events com-
ing up at Wesleyan?
MR: We’re going to have a photo exhibit 
up for WesFest, which will be amazing 
because it’s going to try to help people vi-
sualize what SHOFCO and Kibera look 
like on site and just give people a better 
picture of the community that’s there, 
what a day in the life for a girl there is, 
just trying to help make it more concrete. 
That’s why the Summer Institute is great, 
because we’re always sending people from 
Wesleyan there, to come back and talk 
about the girls that they met. Every single 
meeting, we have a girl of the week: we 
highlight a first-grader or a second-grad-
er, what her name is, what she wants to 
be when she grows up—because they all 
want to be these amazing things. You’ll 
ask them, and they’ll say, “pilot!” “engi-

neer!” “teacher!” “politician!” “doctor!” 
The “engineer” and “pilot” really get me, 
because you do not hear that from any 
little girl. And it’s awesome.

A: Do you know what you’re doing after 
graduation? I know that’s a terrible ques-
tion to ask.
MR: I’m still figuring that one out. I ap-
plied to a fellowship here, so I might be 
here another year. But I also applied to 
the Global Health Forum, so I’m waiting 
to hear back from that. I’m applying to 
a lot of other positions. I’m basically just 
putting out a very wide net and seeing 
who will take pity upon me and employ 
me. Hopefully one person out there will. 
That’s the dream.

A: But you have one particular field in 
mind?
MR: Nonprofit, social entrepreneur-
ship, for sure. I mean, I do want to 
have a salary that can support me, and 
unfortunately sometimes that seems like 
it’s mutually exclusive, but I want to be 
part of an organization that’s doing some 
amount of social change, positive social 
change, in the world. It might just be a 
small community—like Kibera—but we 
live in such an interconnected world that 
changing one individual’s life means a 
lot. It’s not even changing it, per se, but 
empowering them to make the changes 
that they want to make and to do what 
they want to do. Actually, yeah, I’m not 
for going in and telling people how they 
should live their lives, but I think em-
powering others to do what they want to 
do, and giving them the tools to decide 
how they want live their lives and what 
they want to do with them, is so impor-
tant. Because everyone should have those 
opportunities. In an ideal world, every-
one would. I think people at Wesleyan 
are very good at being culturally and 
socially sensitive when discussing these 
things, and I’m just saying that we don’t 
know what’s best.

A: Shifting gears a bit, what’s your major?
MR: I am majoring in government and 
environmental studies.

A: So is that what you did your capstone 
project on?
MR: Yeah. So for environmental stud-
ies, if you’re doing the linked major, you 
have to do either a thesis in your primary 
major or a senior essay in your primary 
major, or a capstone research project. So 
I chose the capstone research project. But 
I wrote 61 pages for that, so it was still an 
endeavor, I suppose. I would not put it in 
the thesis realm, though. I one hundred 
percent do not compare myself to them; 
they deserve so much credit for doing 
what they did. But it still added up to a 
lot of sleep deprivation and some slightly 
crazy moments.

A: What was the focus of your research?
MR: I’m really bad at the one-sentence 
summary that so many thesis people 
have gotten so good at. But I basically 

looked at hunger in terms of micronu-
trient deficiencies instead of calorie de-
ficiency, because a lot of people think of 
hunger in terms of lack of food supply 
and lack of calories in one’s diet, instead 
of lack of vitamin A and iron. The dif-
ference between the number of people 
who are undernourished and the number 
of people who are malnourished in the 
world is about 1.5 billion, so it’s a huge 
population that’s disregarded in policy. So 
I looked at how that is affecting popula-
tions across the world, in both developing 
and developed nations, and then looked 
at policies that can affect that, like school 
lunch programs, breast feedings rates, in-
fection rates, health policies, a myriad of 
other things. And then I looked at Brazil’s 
policies, which are really interesting. 
Brazil is interesting because there’s still a 
lot of social inequity there, and there are 
still a lot of issues, but they’ve done some 
pretty interesting policy work. So you’ve 
got to hand it to them for at least attempt-
ing to make positive change. 

A: Now that you’re done with that, how 
do you see your last month here going?
MR: A lot of Foss. Honestly, a lot of qual-
ity bonding time, I think, is quite neces-
sary. I mean, I’m still doing a lot of job 
applications, so that’s fun. And I still have 
schoolwork I need to do, but it’s not that 
much compared to what I was doing ju-
nior year. I’m also in transition from my 
[SHOFCO] student coordinator posi-
tion, to an amazing sophomore named 
Marina King. It’s really fun, actually, just 
to tell her what I’ve experienced and see 
what ideas she has for the position. So I’m 
working on that, trying to make a nice, 
smooth transition. Graduation’s becom-
ing more real, thanks to that, in a way 
that I don’t know if I like or not. But yeah, 
a lot of hanging out.

And also, honestly, just making 
more friends. Because that’s what I love 
about Wesleyan, is that everyone is so 
approachable, so friendly, so personable, 
so wonderful. Cannot get enough of it. 
So I guess just soaking up everything 
Wesleyan has to offer. I actually have a 
huge bucket list.

A: You said you work at WesWings. 
What’s that like?
MR: I mean, I joined pretty late in 
the game, compared to other people. 
I joined my junior year. It’s awesome...
My bosses are really great, and every-
one I work with is pretty awesome. 
Also, it’s just nice to have a job on cam-
pus. First of all, it gives you structure, 
because you have to be somewhere for 
a certain amount of hours on this day 
and this day. And also—I’ve had this 
conversation with so many people—
I think everyone should work in the 
service industry at some point, just 
because it teaches you to be mindful 
about things.

A: You must get to know a lot of faces 
through working at WesWings.
MR: You do. It’s a great way to embar-
rass friends over the microphone, write 
weird nicknames on their tickets. It’s a 
good way to meet people, or just see 
people you don’t always see. Because 
they have to go somewhere to eat, and 
you just have to be there.

A: Anything you would want to tell 
your freshman self?
MR: I think freshmen have a tendency 
to get involved in too much, and I 
know I did that as well, and I got in-
volved in things that I wasn’t necessar-
ily as passionate about or interested in. 
I think it’s just finding those select few 
things that you really love doing and 
to do them, and to really enjoy them. 
And also just not to be afraid to intro-
duce yourself to complete strangers, 
and to get to know everyone who is 
sitting by you, and to have conversa-
tions with them, because everyone is 
really open to getting to know people 
here, and I really love that. And I 
think I didn’t fully take advantage of 
that until my sophomore year, when 
I started to come out of my shell. I 
think Wesleyan has too much to offer 
everyone, almost, and people get really 
bogged down with trying to do every-
thing that’s amazing on this campus, 
which is honestly impossible.

features

C/O MAEVE RUSSELLL

   Liberation and Co-resistance Passover Seder
Come to a liberation and co-resistance Passover Seder at Earth House! We will sing songs from many traditions, tell the story 
of Passover, and eat delicious food. We hope to discuss Palestinian narratives of the Israeli occupation, and sites of resistance to 
oppression elsewhere…in an open and respectful environment.

Date: Tuesday, April 15, 2014
Time: 6 p.m.

Place: Earth House
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Customers can find a wide variety of vintage items at Wild Bill’s 
Nostalgia Center, located just a couple of miles up CT3.

Nostalgic Shop Deals 
in Relics of the Past

By Rebecca Brill
Assistant Features Editor

Wild Bill’s Nostalgia Center is 
a hard target to miss. The building, 
an old nightclub on Middletown’s, 
Newfield Street that was popular with 
the mob in the ’40s, is covered in tech-
nicolor murals depicting icons of the 
past. Prominently featured are sinis-
ter 1920s clowns, pentacle-bearing 
mermaids, and a portrait of the Sgt. 
Pepper-era Beatles covered in vines.

Inside is some hybrid of a junk 
shop and an antique store, cluttered 
with oddities from decades past. 
Beside the front desk sits Laughing 
Louie, a life-size clown figure from the 
’20s that, when operated by its motor, 
shifts back and forth as if shaking with 
laughter. According to the owner, Bill 
Ziegler, better known as Wild Bill, it 
is one of the two remaining Laughing 
Louies in the world and the only one 
that still operates. The laugh box no 
longer works, but Ziegler, commit-
ted to providing customers with an 
authentic Laughing Louie experience, 
personally simulates the doll’s original 
wicked, high-pitched laugh as the red 
and white clown face wobbles. The ef-
fect is an unsettling mixture of sinister 
and cheerful.

Despite this significant contri-
bution from the Roaring Twenties, 
artifacts from the 1960s and ’70s 
comprise the majority of the store’s 
offerings. Ziegler, an aged hippie with 
a scraggly gray beard and round glass-
es, says he remembers those decades 
fondly. He reminisced not only about 
the era’s free-spirited culture, but also 
about the values celebrated then.

“It was a good time,” he said. 
“Anybody that wanted to work could 
work all the hours they wanted. There 
were jobs everywhere. Everybody got 
money, everybody had fun. It’s not 
that way anymore.”

Wild Bill’s is perhaps best known 
for its vintage-style music posters, 
which it sells to over a thousand retail-
ers across the country. The posters are 
printed on a 75-year-old Heidelberg 
Press kept in a building behind the 
main store. The center also specializes 
in classic rock records, which Ziegler 
buys in bulk.

But among the artifacts of 
Ziegler’s hippie days are some true 
anomalies. Among rusted novelty 
lunch boxes and vintage army jackets, 
for example, stand the jawbone and 
a vertebrae of a 55-foot sperm whale. 
Ziegler bought them on a whim when 
a man whose grandfather was a whaler 
in the ’50s arrived at the store with a 
truckload of whalebones and whaling 
equipment. The shop also carries a siz-
able collection of taxidermy, which has 
fascinated Ziegler since he was a child.

One might wonder what is the 
unifying factor of the merchandise at 
Wild Bill’s. Ziegler perhaps put it best 
when he received a phone call from 
someone interested in selling him a 
kayak.

“No, we don’t sell anything prac-

tical,” he told the solicitor.
This has been Ziegler’s philoso-

phy from the beginning. Ziegler be-
gan collecting interesting items as a 
child and opened his first nostalgia 
shop in Middletown 30 years ago. 
Wild Bill’s used to be located in central 
Middletown, but in 1999 Ziegler pur-
chased the nightclub, eager for distance 
from the town in order to filter out un-
enthusiastic customers.

“You’ve gotta want to be here, to 
come to our store,” he said. “We were 
on Main Street for a while, and people 
wander in. It’s a lot of kids that are in 
the neighborhood and don’t really want 
to buy anything. Our location now, you 
have to want to be here.”

And it seems many do want to be 
there. Ziegler counts Bobby Moynihan 
of “Saturday Night Live,” ex-mobster 
Frank Cullotta, and Clint Eastwood 
among his clients.

In the summer, Ziegler holds hor-
ror movie screenings and concerts on 
the stage in the backyard. Wild Bill’s 
also hosts community events like paint 
parties, where participants are invited 
to freely paint mannequins and large 
easels, and weekly flea markets. The 
center additionally serves as a meeting 
place for the Connecticut Paranormal 
Investigators, which believes the build-
ing is haunted by the ghost of a mobster 
allegedly buried under the nightclub 
stage.

On the 40-acre property also 
sits an old-fashioned funhouse with 
an elaborate but eerie façade, which 
Ziegler plans to open this summer. The 
funhouse has been under construc-
tion for several years and was designed 
by the artist Chuck Burnham, an old 
friend of Ziegler’s.

Ziegler is also in the process of 
building a second funhouse, which 
will house a ride from the 1920s that 
he purchased from a defunct amuse-
ment park. The funhouses were a major 
investment for Ziegler, but to him, see-
ing his dream come to life is worth the 
price.

“I’ve got hundreds of thousands 
of dollars tied up in the funhouses,” 
he said. “But I don’t care. I don’t need 
money in the bank.”

Other major features of the prop-
erty’s landscape are an enormous Wild 
Bill bobblehead and a 600-pound Jack-
in-the-box head, which pops up with 
the help of a counterweight made out 
of whalebones, elk antlers, and rusted 
tools.

Recently, Ziegler purchased an old 
bus that runs on vegetable oil. Once he 
repaints it, he plans to use it to shuttle 
Wesleyan students to and from campus 
on weekends.

The center’s motto is “Wild Bill’s 
is not a store, it’s a way of life,” and 
Ziegler, who has 48 tractor-trailers full 
of collectibles, takes this to heart. He 
considers nostalgia his lifestyle, and 
though the store struggles financially, he 
has no plans to scale back the operation.

“I like it and I’ll be here until I 
die,” he said. “I don’t ever plan on retir-
ing. This is where I belong.”

Spotlight: Student Publications
By Gabe Rosenberg

Features Editor

To give prospective students a 
better idea of the wide scope of print 
and online student publications at 
Wesleyan, we asked editors of sev-
eral publications to talk about their 
group’s format, style, attitude, goals, 
and specific niche on campus.

Unlocked
Unlocked is proud to provide 

the Wesleyan community with en-
tirely student-produced smut. From 
articles on SnapChat seduction to 
frequent nude photo shoots in Olin, 
we strive to foster conversations 
about communication, consent, and 
kink on campus, as well as to keep 
Wesleyan weird. Because we produce 
an annual issue and calendar with 
only student photographers, models, 
writers, and editors, getting involved 
with Unlocked is a great opportunity 
to learn about sex-positive publish-
ing, or to take your clothes off and 
horrify your parents. All forms of 
media are accepted: comics, sketches, 
photos, poems, opinion pieces, fic-
tion, paintings, etc. All we ask is that 
the work be submitted with the full 
consent of those who contributed to 
it and that it relate to sexuality. —Ella 
Dawson ’14

Wesleying
Wesleying, founded in August 

2006, is Wesleyan’s resident cam-
pus blog that covers campus issues, 
events, arts, and weird happenings—
like the time a taxidermic deer’s head 
was found next to the library. Any 
student who wants to get involved 
can become a part of discussions on 
and coverage of campus policies, pol-
itics, problems, and everything in-be-
tween. We live-blog major events on 
campus, like the forum on gender-
neutral bathrooms this past fall and 
the Fountain Ave incident in 2008, 
and provide an extensive (unofficial) 
guide to orientation at Wesleyan. 
Wesleying is typically considered bi-
ased but charmingly snarky. —Lily 
Herman ’16

Stethoscope Press
Stethoscope Press publishes 

individual books by individual student 
authors. We pair each writer with a per-
sonal editor with whom to work on their 
projects. Our designers then guide the 
authors and editors to give the books 
an appealing physical form. We value 
the collaboration between writer, editor, 
and designer, and we believe in the im-
portance of long-form writing. —Alec 
Harris ’14

Pyxis
Pyxis is a new online and print 

project that aims to share and celebrate 
student academic writing in the humani-
ties at Wesleyan University. We publish 
peer-edited papers and thought-provok-
ing articles. We hope to establish a dia-
logue across the humanities on issues sur-
rounding a common theme, extending 
the conversations in the classroom to the 
Internet. Pyxis is a small constellation in 
the Southern sky. Its ancient Greek root, 
a type of precious vessel, was absorbed 
into Latin nautical speak to signify a 
“Mariner’s Compass.” In much the same 
way that ancient peoples constructed 
worldviews by connecting seemingly dis-
parate stars and creating narratives from 
them, we aim to connect the dots across 
different disciplines in the humanities, 
revealing the various critical and creative 
ways a topic can be approached, ana-
lyzed, and discussed, in our quest for in-
tellectual discoveries. —Ben Zucker ’15

et. al
et al. is Wesleyan’s student-run, all-

fiction print publication. Meaning “and 
others” in Latin, et al. strives to embrace 
its namesake by providing a tangible 
venue for student fiction, functioning in 
a collaborative, horizontal structure in its 
editorial, layout and reviewing processes. 
A fundamental factor that differentiates 
et al. is its one-on-one editorial pairings: 
if, after an initial submission review, the 
editors decide they want to see a piece 
again before the final submission round, 
one editor will pair with one author, 
discussing suggested edits and collab-
oratively determining how to better the 
piece. The focus is beyond producing 
a publication, though that is a definite 
and valuable goal: et al. strives to unite 
Wesleyan’s writing community through 
the aforementioned editing sessions, pe-
riodic workshops and the creation of a 
venue for fiction writers to create, enrich 
and collaborate. —Justin Greene ’16

Argus Magazine
The Argus Magazine is a student-

produced publication focusing on long-
form journalism, critical essays, and 
nonfiction. We publish pieces covering 
a wide variety of topics, including envi-
ronmental and political science, personal 
narratives, in-depth opinion pieces, and 
features on local personalities and orga-
nizations. Our mission is to provide a 
venue for the kinds of work that cannot 
reasonably be published by The Wesleyan 
Argus and is not covered by other fiction-
based publications. We publish longer 
articles designed to educate and enter-
tain a general readership, and our written 
content is complemented by designs and 
photographs also created by Wesleyan 
students. —Olivia Horton ’14

The Ankh
Founded in 1985, the Ankh has 

served as a vehicle of expression and 
empowerment for Wesleyan’s students, 
faculty, and staff of color throughout 
its history. Originally created to stimu-
late communication between minor-
ity groups and the wider community, 
the Ankh remains a multi-cultural en-
deavor. It strives to bridge the gap be-
tween communities and foster awareness 
among them and will work closely with 
Ujaama, Ajua Campos, African Student 
Association, Invisible Men and several 
other groups in achieving this end. While 
promoting cultural education and politi-
cal awareness, The Ankh is also informa-
tive, artistic, provocative, and fun. It is 
a celebration of multiple heritages and 
an expression of their respective hopes, 
fears, beliefs, and ambitions. The Ankh 
is fundamentally inclusive but will not 
publish any works that promote racist, 
sexist, homophobic or otherwise divisive 
or destructive opinions or ideas. Its goal 
is to voice a wide range of experiences to 
build trust and community. —Armani 
White ’15

Method
Method began in 2009 as a maga-

zine and, not long after, established a 
blog to make content accessible on a 
more regular basis.  Today, Method ex-
ists more as a creative collective which 
provides a space—a hybrid of print and 
online presence—for student expression 
as relates to arts, culture, and lifestyle. —
Alice Lee ’14

JouleBug Contest Starts 
Tomorrow
The JouleBug sustainability contest starts tomorrow! If you’re a team 
leader, make sure you have members participating on your team! 
People can join your team until April 27 (but you can get a head start 
by racking points up early). Here’s how:

1. Once the app is downloaded, go to Profile

2. From Profile, select Settings (the gear icon)

3. Select Communities, Wesleyan Teams

4. Select your Team name from the list of available Teams
Points will accumulate for your Team from April 14-27. You can find 
some additional information here.

Every dollar saved on energy is a dollar added to financial aid! Good 
luck and get Buzzing!
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Dear Prefrosh: DOs and DON’Ts of WesFest
By Emma Davis
Assistant Food Editor

It’s the tail end of the college ap-
plications process, and you’re probably 
ready to gag after touring every single lib-
eral arts school in New England or flying 
coast to coast with pamphlets in hand. 
You may also be feeling pressured to 
choose a college, and to choose one right 
now, but don’t let any of those misgivings 
stand in the way of a fabulous WesFest 
experience. Check out these tips below, 
and I guarantee it’ll be a blast!

DO:
1. Go with the flow.

This one’s pretty self-evident: you’ll 
have the most fun if you allow yourself to 
relax and really get to know the campus. 
During my WesFest overnight last year, 
I heard some slam poetry, saw an amaz-
ing Second Stage show, crashed a party in 
a senior house, and sang the Fight Song 
at a WestCo birthday that got broken up 
within 15 minutes of my arrival. It wasn’t 
the night I was expecting, but I definitely 
had a better time than the girl who com-
plained every step of the way about being 
separated from her host or the boy who 
claimed he “wasn’t into that scene” and 
silently judged the rest of us. What you 
do during WesFest won’t determine the 
rest of your college experience by any 

means, but having a positive attitude 
will help make your two to three days on 
campus good ones no matter what your 
final decision about the school.

 2. Make friends and flirt awkwardly.
Don’t be afraid to say hi to the kid 

waiting in line next to you in the Office 
of Admissions or introduce yourself to 
the clump of prefrosh gathered around a 
map. Chances are, they’re just as out of 
their element as you are, and two bewil-
dered prefrosh will probably have cooler 
adventures than one. And, of course, we 
all remember our WesFest crushes: that 
oh-so-special stranger who joined our 
table at Usdan and convinced us that 
Wesleyan is a sexy place full of sexy, sexy 
people (which it absolutely is!). Make 
some corny jokes, bump elbows, and 
generally make an idiot of yourself. In a 
year or so, your only memories of this en-
counter will be a distant-but-totally-not-
cringe-inducing Facebook friendship.

3. Party safe.
If you’ve never touched a drop of 

alcohol before, this is not the week to get 
blackout drunk and end up in the hos-
pital. It causes trouble for your host and 
will definitely not score you a hookup 
with that sophomore you were coveting. 
Be open-minded, but don’t be afraid to 
take care of your needs: if it’s time to call 

it a night, say so. No one will think you’re 
any less “cool” (and if they do, it’s prob-
ably because they’re also impressionable 
prefrosh).

4. Be an overenthusiastic dork.
You only get to be a prefrosh for so 

long, so why not ham it up? If you love 
Wesleyan, get excited about all the fun ac-
tivities the Admissions Office has planned 
for you, and don’t be embarrassed if your 
level of enthusiasm makes you sound like 
a kindergartener just starting school. Ask 
tons of questions, visit a class or two, and 
see where the day takes you!

5. Ask for directions.
Most of us remember our WesFest 

days with fondness and are more than 
happy to send a lost prefrosh in the 
right direction. This is probably your 
best bet for accidentally meeting upper-
classmen and for getting a sense of just 
how friendly the student body really is. 
(You may even luck out and run into the 
person you wind up dating next year, 
although the odds are somewhat against 
you on that one.) Just offer up your win-
ningest smile, gesture at your Office of 
Admissions gear, and say, “Excuse me, 
how do I get to Usdan?”

DON’T:
1. Don’t freak out about the food.

The food is great. Period. On a 
typical day, Usdan offers kosher, stir fry, 
Classics (basically buttery comfort food), 
vegetarian/vegan, Pastabilities (pasta and 
sauce of your choice), pizza, gluten-free 
cuisine, and a soup/salad/sandwich bar. 
Oh, and let’s not forget the baked des-
serts at every meal (if you’re like me, those 
will be your sugary undoing). On top of 
that, there are tons of other on-campus 
options: Usdan Café, Red and Black, 
Summies, WesWings, Star and Crescent, 
Espwesso, and Pi Café. There’s also Main 
Street, which is full of excellent and di-
verse eateries. In short, you won’t starve, 
and you may even find yourself prefer-
ring buffet life to home-cooked meals 
(just kidding, Mom and Dad!).

 2. Don’t be “that kid.”
Unless you applied ED or things 

didn’t work out too well with college 
apps, there’s a high likelihood you’ll be 
considering other schools while at Wes. 
It’s fine if you mention where else you’re 
looking, but please, please don’t be that 
obnoxious prefrosh who starts every con-
versation with, “Well, I got into Brown 
and Stanford and I’m only here ’cause 
my grandma made me….” Believe me, 
if you keep that up, your fellow pre-
frosh will want you to go to Brown or 
Stanford, or really, anywhere other than 
Wes.

3. Don’t worry about meeting your 
B.F.F.

So much happens during WesFest 
that there’s only a tiny chance you’ll 
bump into your future best friend or 
roommate. In fact, you probably won’t 
know ze exists until you cross paths 
once at Wes, which is exactly how it 
should be. There’s more than a kernel 
of truth to the myth that your WesFest 
buddies will become mere acquain-
tances after a whole summer has passed, 
so don’t fret if you haven’t encountered 
your soul mate yet. You’ve got plenty of 
time, and plenty of memories to make 
in the meantime.

4. Don’t judge the school purely by 
your host’s behavior.

My host was lovely, but because it 
was a Wednesday night, she was preoc-
cupied with homework and sent me off 
with her friends and a gaggle of other 
prefrosh. As I mentioned before, I still 
had a great time, and I was actually reas-
sured that so many other Wes students 
were willing to step in to take charge 
of my night. Your host may be going 
through tech week for a show or dealing 
with a cranky professor, but as long as 
you meet some good people (which you 
almost inevitably will), you’ll be able to 
form just as strong of an impression of 
Wesleyan through other interactions.

Science Demonstrations To Light Up WesFest
By Jenny Davis

Assistant Opinion Editor

Stuart Pasch ’14 stood in the front of 
Tishler Lecture Hall on Sunday, April 13, 
holding a container of bubbling, steam-
ing, blue liquid. He is one of the lead-
ers of the Art and Science of Chemical 
Demonstrations student forum, which 
was in dress rehearsal for its WesFest 
showcase, and his was the the final act to 
run through before the final performance 
takes place  on Friday, April 18.

Pasch, wearing a tie-dye, lab coat, 
carefully grasped a Chips Ahoy cookie 
with a pair of prongs.

“All the oxygen is supplied as a liq-
uid,” he said, talking to his imaginary 
audience of prospective students and their 
families. “It will burn by itself, because a 
fire is just oxygen with something else to 
burn.”

He dropped the cookie into the liq-
uid oxygen and then took an enormous 
step back. It immediately exploded and 
began sparking like a firework, so Pasch 
took another step back. The present au-
dience, a small group of chemistry ma-
jors who constitute the Art and Science 

of Chemical Demonstrations forum, 
watched in amusement. They had all seen 
this before.

Pasch laughed. “Definitely Chips 
Ahoy,” he said. “It’s a dense cookie.”

Suddenly the reaction, which had 
died down, burst into flames yet again, 
one last hoorah before quieting for good. 
Pasch quickly conferred with a fellow 
Chemical Demonstrations member, and 
then he reached for an Oreo cookie, plan-
ning to light it on fire with the remaining 
liquid oxygen.

“Are you going to compare the two 
cookies in the actual show?” called out 
Associate Professor of Chemistry David 
Westmoreland, the faculty sponsor of the 
forum, from his perch in the audience. “If 
so, I would get another beaker and run 
them both at the same time.”

Pasch nodded, making a note to 
bring a second beaker to the performance.

Pasch has been leading the forum 
along with Caitlin Bray ’15 for the entire 
semester in preparation for the big bang: 
the showcase at WesFest. Along the way, 
the class has learned the ins and outs of 
chemical demonstration.

“It’s been going really well,” Pasch 

said. “There’s obviously a lot of teaching 
and learning among us. The first half of 
the semester is teaching people how demo 
works, how you go about putting on 
shows for audiences.”

The second half of the class is fo-
cused on the demonstrations themselves. 
Pasch attests that the power of demonstra-
tion lies in the fact that it is both showing 
and telling, a rarity in many science classes.

“It’s not just a textbook question,” 
he said. “You’re showing something that’s 
physical and explaining it at the same 
time.”

WesFest might be the largest event of 
the semester, but it has not been the only 
one for which the forum has prepared.

“We’re hoping to give a presentation 
at MacDonough [Elementary School], 
in their after-school programs, in two or 
three weeks,” Pasch said. “We have a rep-
ertoire of demos to do now that’s fairly 
vast, because there are six of us looking for 
new demo ideas all the time.”

Bray hopes to use the showcase to 
connect with prospective students during 
WesFest.

“The show is one of the more inter-
esting things at WesFest,” she said. “It’s an 

hour long, and anyone who wants to can 
watch. We’re going to show off the power 
of science, the power of being able to show 
someone what you’re learning and what 
you’re doing, and grab the attention of a 
lot of people.”

Pasch explained that the forum 
performs different types of demos for dif-
ferent audiences, and that these presenta-
tions have different aims: some shows are 
flashier, while others are strictly educa-
tional. The WesFest demonstration will 
be focused on showing off the University, 
especially its strong science programs.

“WesFest is all about promoting 
Wesleyan, saying, ‘Look at us, we’re so 
awesome,’” Pasch said.

Bray agreed.
“It’s an opportunity to talk about 

Wes in this environment,” she said. “As 
you’re sitting there, you’re hearing about 
chemistry here. We’re all wearing our 
‘Free Radicals’ shirts. It’s really a com-
munity and a fun place to be involved in 
science.”

Bray explained that the University 
will be incorporated into nearly every 
demonstration, most notably through 
the food used: they will use candy from 

Weshop and apple crisp from Usdan, and 
after the show the audience will be served 
ice cream.

In terms of what the science demon-
strates, Pasch hopes to challenge people’s 
preconceptions.

“The most fun is getting an unex-
pected result,” he said. “There are situa-
tions where you have heavy gases and you 
float boats on them. Getting unexpected 
results is the most interesting because it 
challenges people’s expectations of the 
world. We try to have as much hidden 
stuff as we can.”

At the end of the presentation, the 
forum will invite audience members down 
from their seats to join in on some of the 
experiments and to get a closer look at the 
science being exhibited. They will also 
have the chance to ask about science de-
partments and programs at the University.

Pasch is confident in the universal 
appeal of the demonstrations.

“Whether you liked high school 
chemistry or not as a whole, there was 
always that day you did cool demos,” he 
said. “The goal of this is to make it an 
hour of cool demos. Demos on demos, 
very flashy and very fun.”

The Best of WesFest: A Curated Guide
By Rebecca Brill and Gabe Rosenberg

Assistant Features Editor and Features Editor

Three days, hundreds of students, 
countless events. Where should you 
even begin? The Argus has compiled a 
brief list of select events and programs 
to attend during your WesFest stay 
so you can make the best—and most 
fun—use of your time. The entire 
schedule is extensive, and these are just 
suggestions to get you started! You can 
find the rest online at wesleyan.edu/ad-
mission/admit/wesfest. 

WEDNESDAY
WesBAM Classes (Fayerweather,   

various times throughout WesFest)
Take some time to take care of 

your body, and let WesBAM guide you. 
Student instructors lead yoga, kick-
boxing, meditation, and other exercise 
classes year-round for people of all levels 
of experience. Pick a class for whichever 
form, style, and intensity you want, and 
drop in anytime throughout WesFest!

Student-to-Student Panel (Usdan 
108, 11 a.m. or 2 p.m. everyday)

Leave your parents at home for 
this one. Take some time and chat with 
real Wesleyan students, unfiltered and 
casual, about academics, student life, 
sports, arts, and anything else you want 

to know about from the perspective 
of the people who know it best. Don’t 
worry if you miss it one day—it’s of-
fered all throughout WesFest.

Wes in the World (Office of 
Admissions, 1 p.m.)

Thinking of studying abroad? 
Many Wesleyan students do! Join Gail 
Winter, Assistant Director of the Office 
of International Studies, and current 
students to talk about the different op-
tions and experiences for taking a se-
mester or a year studying in a foreign 
country.

Mabuhay (World Music Hall, Center 
for the Arts, 6 p.m.)

Wesleyan’s annual Asian/Asian-
American culture show is an explosion 
of dance, music, and vibrant colors. 
Don’t miss this showcase of Asian and 
Asian-American culture, featuring 
dance performances, spoken word, and 
an incredible amount of energy.

Desperate Measures (Nicholson 
Lounge, 8 p.m.)

There’s nothing desperate about 
coming to this improv show, which is 
sure to have you in stitches. Take a seat 
in the Nics lounge and prepare to laugh 
your head off.

Invisible Men Showcase (Beckham 

Hall, Fayerweather, 8:30 p.m.)
Be sure to attend this perfor-

mance-packed event, brought to you by 
Wesleyan’s men of color collective. The 
night will make you think as well as en-
tertain and the group plans to engage 
the audience in thought-provoking 
questions about community and race.

Prometheus (Foss Hill, 9 p.m.)
Sparks will fly at Wesleyan’s stu-

dent-run fire arts group’s annual per-
formance. Let these talented spinners 
ignite the depths of your soul.

 
THURSDAY

Homerathon (around campus,           
9 a.m.-8 p.m.)

Every year, the students from the 
Department of Classical Studies team 
up for a public, in-costume, in-char-
acter reading of Homer’s “Odyssey,” 
from start to finish. Just like Odysseus 
after the Trojan War, they’ll be travel-
ing around campus for their epic per-
formance.

WeSlam (200 Church, 5 p.m.)
Poetry is fierce. WeSlam is fiercer. 

Come see and hear veteran poets and 
members of the WeSlam team present 
their favorite works in a relaxed, un-
competitive setting.

Middletown Potluck (Adath Israel 

Synagogue, 8 Broad Street, 6 p.m.)
Join Wesleyan students and 

Middletown community members for 
an interfaith anti-oppression dinner. 
Celebrate Passover, Good Friday, or just 
good food with good people.

Wesleyan A Cappella Concert (Exley 
Science Center lobby, 7 p.m.)
No instruments, lots of vocal 

talent. Make your way to the lobby 
of Exley Science Center to hear all of 
Wesleyan’s immensely skilled a cappella 
groups perform in one big concert. It’s 
always WesFest’s most popular event, so 
show up early and get a good seat!

Second Stage Presents: Cock 
(Malcolm X House Lounge, 8 p.m.)

Come for the name, stay for a hi-
larious and provocative performance. 
Wesleyan’s student-run theater com-
pany puts up a comedy about the com-
plexities of defining one’s sexual iden-
tity.

Fashion Show (Beckham Hall, 
Fayerweather, 9 p.m.)

Watch Wesleyan students strut 
their stuff at the annual Student of 
Color Fashion Show. Pick up a ticket at 
the box office of the Usdan University 
Center and prepare to be dazzled by de-
signers and models alike.

FRIDAY
Student Activities Fair (Huss 
Courtyard, 11 a.m.-2 p.m.)
Just how many groups and activi-

ties are there at Wesleyan? Too many 
to count. How many will you want to 
join? All of them. Outside of Usdan 
University Center, browse and talk to 
all of the student groups, clubs, and 
collectives: arts, sports, publications, 
politics, nationalities, and more.

All-Campus BBQ and Foss Hill 
Concert (Foss Hill, 11 a.m.-2 p.m.)

Arguably one of the best mo-
ments of WesFest, the all-campus 
BBQ is a chance to sit with all your 
new student friends and other admit-
ted students on beautiful Foss Hill, 
eat some good food, listen to a killer 
lineup of student bands, look across 
campus, and realize why you’re com-
ing here in September.

Science Poster Session (Exley Science 
Center Lobby, 12:30 p.m.-2 p.m)

From mathematics to neuro-
science, from chemistry to psychol-
ogy, student research abounds in 
Wesleyan’s natural sciences and math-
ematics division.  Over 150 students 
do research through these programs 
every year, and this showcase exhibits 
their projects.
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Critical Thinking: A Senior’s 
Exit Essay on Essays

This is Why and 
Why Not
By Jess Zalph, OpiniOn editOrBy Will duBBs, staff Writer

Make Consent to the 
Conversation Part of It
By Olivia alperstein, staff Writer

Why do we take tests? What is the 
difference between assigning a test and 
assigning an essay? I’m sure one of my 
professors could give a very different an-
swer from my own, but it is something 
I debate with my fellow students con-
stantly.

The first presumption I will make 
is that students take classes so that they 
will gain knowledge and mastery in a 
specific field. Of course, this is a theoret-
ical assumption, as I know many people, 
including myself, who have taken a class 
for a number of other reasons (GERs, 
post-grad jobs, parental nudging, etc.). 
However, this is an institution of learn-
ing and growing, and if there were no 
way to incentivize students to learn and 
grow, such as through grades and ex-
aminations, then we simply might not 
do it. If none of my classes had grades, I 
would probably move my mattress onto 
Foss Hill in April and live there until 
graduation.

So, we have to have some way to 
encourage students to master the mate-
rial. Psychologist Dan Pink explains that 
the appreciation of mastering something 
is one of the best motivators for im-
provement. My question is, in what way 
does a test encourage mastery of mate-
rial? In my limited experience in aca-
demia, very little. Studying for a test and 
then taking that test is akin to an actor 
studying lines and memorizing them. In 
the same way that a Shakespearean actor 
can memorize Othello and not know the 
meaning of the words, a student can get 

an A on a test and not truly understand 
the words written on the page.

An essay is slightly better, since an 
essay promotes substantive thinking on 
one subject, taking the tools that you 
have learned in a class and then build-
ing on them. However, this also encour-
ages mastery of only a small sliver of the 
course material as opposed to the entire 
course. I admit that I have committed 
the crime of ignoring all course materi-
als excluding those relevant for an up-
coming paper assignment.

I feel as if teachers have their hands 
tied, knowing that they are parts of an 
imperfect system but incentivized to 
continue with it although it encourages 
only partial mastery (or no mastery at 
all). If I am a visiting or assistant pro-
fessor hoping to gain tenure at a pres-
tigious university like Wesleyan, why 
would I break from the status quo and 
risk my career with an outside-the-box 
approach to teaching?

Sometimes, it even seems as if 
professors are encouraging students 
to strengthen this harmful structure 
of education. For example, I recently 
wrote a paper for my government class 
and found myself constricted by the use 
of an “academic source.” By definition, 
an academic source is one that has been 
peer reviewed by other academics.

I feel that the best way to encour-
age strenuous effort while allowing room 
for complete comprehension would be 
to structure classes around peer-to-peer 
participation with an academic modera-

tor. Too often you see teacher-oriented 
participation, with students directly ad-
dressing the professor instead of engag-
ing with peers. This encourages students 
to make comments that they believe the 
professor wants them to say, instead of 
thinking independently and critically on 
a subject.

However, a discussion-oriented 
class also favors students who are good 
at public speaking and could domi-
nate softer-spoken students. There are 
many ways to encourage participation, 
though, like with short answer responses 
mediated through Moodle.  The current 
Moodle format that is commonly used 
is one where, again, students are engag-
ing the professor and not other students. 
I hope professors can creatively think of 
a way to encourage students to engage 
with other students in order to incentiv-
ize creative and thoughtful responses as 
opposed to “I hope this gets me a good 
grade for participation” comments.

The most important realiza-
tion that I’ve had during my time at 
Wesleyan is that grades are secondary 
to the learning process and, most im-
portantly, to our development as critical 
thinkers. The current academic climate 
is one that encourages students to par-
ticipate in a broken system. At the end 
of my time at Wesleyan, I hope that I 
have accomplished much more than 
knowing how to be a better Wesleyan 
student.

Dubbs is a member of the class of 2014. 

Last week, the Silence is Violence 
campaign at Wesleyan went around dis-
tributing pamphlets to bring awareness 
to incidents of sexual assault on campus. 
I unlocked my front door to find that 
five pamphlets had been slipped under 
the door of the apartment I share with 
my roommates. The pamphlets each 
had the words “Have You Heard This 
Before?” on the cover page along with 
a helpful trigger warning for sexual vio-
lence. None of us had the opportunity 
to refuse the pamphlets; we had to con-
front them as soon as we entered the 
house. There have also been quite a few 
flyers around campus reminding people 
of the issue. I fully support the idea be-
hind Silence is Violence, and I agree that 
there is an immediate need for dialogue 
on campus. That said, in framing a con-
versation about consent, we all need to 
make sure that people are consenting to 
the conversation that takes place.

Yes, part of me feels that all per-
petrators of sexual violence should walk 
around with a label on their clothing so 
that they can feel the shame and oppres-
sion that many survivors experience. It’s 
not fair that so many survivors bear the 
brunt of the aftermath while perpetra-
tors do not. Part of me agrees that we 
need to make a campus-wide conversa-
tion mandatory regardless of individual 
opinions; we have to make sure that 
everyone on campus understands that 
sexual violence is not okay. However, I 
know the negative consequences of that 
methodology. Ostracizing people who 
do not support violence prevention ef-
forts here on campus will only serve to 
make them defensive and unwilling to 
participate in dialogue.

But it’s already happening. Instead 
of asking how they can help prevent fur-
ther incidents, some people are closing 
ranks in defense of Wesleyan fraternities 

because the conversation has focused so 
much on the way in which fraternity 
environments facilitate sexual violence. 
Instead of encouraging fraternity broth-
ers to take further initiative to change 
the culture, the most recent talk on 
campus has been whether or not to ban 
fraternities entirely. I am no fan of fra-
ternities or fraternity culture, but I don’t 
think that doing away with fraternities 
will alone do away with sexual violence 
on this campus.

Some of us may be aware, either 
through posts on WesACB or perhaps 
through the numerous conversations 
that have started on campus, that the 
conversation about sexual assault here 
on campus is incredibly difficult for sur-
vivors because it is so triggering. Even 
the very words “sexual assault,” “rape,” 
and “sexual violence” are enough to trig-
ger unwanted responses. People handle 
trauma in different ways, but almost 
no one deals well with unexpectedly 
confronting a direct reminder of a trau-
matic experience. It is incredibly diffi-
cult to hold a conversation about such 
a volatile issue; it is harder still to create 
a safe space in which to hold that con-
versation.

When it comes to action, no one 
holds as much power as the University 
administration itself. The University’s 
distinct voice should be a major fo-
cus of any prevention efforts on cam-
pus, yet there has largely been silence. 
Despite years of reports of incidents and 
a recent groundswell that has drawn at-
tention to the rape culture on campus 
and the ways in which our community 
needs to improve our responses to in-
cidents, President Michael Roth has 
written exactly one email, worded gen-
erally, to our community, in which only 
students and alumni were included. He 
has known about prevention efforts at 

Wesleyan for a long time; he has worked 
with Alysha Warren, the one staff mem-
ber who has been hired specifically to 
focus on these issues. Roth knows that 
the most recent lawsuit is just one part 
of a much larger issue, and he holds the 
authority to make a drastic institutional 
change. He needs to make that choice 
in order for us to effectively address this 
issue as a community.

Right now, our main problem in 
addressing activist issues has been that 
we do not view most of these issues as 
problems that affect all of us. An inci-
dent of sexual violence on campus is 
not perceived as an act of aggression 
that traumatizes our whole commu-
nity and reflects poorly on us; it’s just 
an isolated event that has come to pass, 
one that people can dismiss as a fringe 
element of our culture, the product of 
a few bad seeds. Until we shift our at-
tention and decide to act upon this 
problem as a whole community, there 
will still be groups of activists, groups 
of survivors, and groups of concerned 
parents and alumni fighting separately 
to bring attention to this issue. It will 
not be a school-wide effort, and because 
the institution itself has not taken con-
crete steps and the community has not 
rallied around this issue, we will not be 
successful in prevention campaigns.

We all are Wesleyan, and we need 
to come together to have a passionate 
and responsible conversation about how 
to improve our community. For the 
success of that conversation, we must 
all have an equal voice, and we must 
take care that each person consents to 
the dialogue and the manner in which 
it occurs. It’s an incredibly difficult task, 
but it’s necessary to affect real changes.

Alperstein is a member of the class of 
2014.

In my junior year of high school, I 
visited a small school similar to Wesleyan 
that looked fantastic on paper, and I left 
before the tour feeling nothing less than 
terrified. The college selection process 
(which, congratulations, is entirely in 
your hands at this point!) can be messy, 
as you probably know.

What could have been so horrible 
about the school? There were letters 
from alumni on the walls of the admis-
sions office that described being at the 
school as “perfect,” “in a bubble,” and 
“the happiest I could ever be, and ever 
will be again.” It was awful. First of all, 
the odds of a place being perfect are ex-
ceptionally small, and it scared me that 
no one seemed to know that. Everyone 
was smiling, and giddy, and, well, bub-
bly. Second of all, college is supposed to 
be great, but the people at this school 
sounded like it left them incredibly un-
prepared to deal with the realities of life. 
Namely, things aren’t always bubbly.

Wesleyan is not that place. And 
that’s good. The people here are real, and 
they’re multi-dimensional.

One of the hardships of the college 
search is that we are all looking for the 
“perfect fit.” You might want a school 
that has more money, or that will get you 
instant recognition no matter who you’re 
speaking with. You might want a place 
with printers that are always working 
when you need them to be. You might 
want a place where students and admin-
istration always have the same goals and 
expectations. You might want a place 
that is always filled with intelligent pro-
test and dissent, which, unfortunately, 
Wesleyan is not. Sometimes it definitely 
is, but not always.

But maybe it’s okay. In its place, 
you will get a school you can shape to 
become your own. Wesleyan supports 
growth academically, extracurricularly, 
and socially to an extent, as long as you 
pull your own weight. You will not be 
coddled, but you will be given the tools 
to thrive. Wesleyan is not perfect, but its 
problems are the same problems you will 
struggle with when you are 30, and 50, 
and 80 years old.

You will leave as a better person 
than when you arrived, and the odds are 
good that you will leave knowing how to 
function in the real world. You will most 
likely have had four surprising, fascinat-
ing, exciting years filled with memories, 
some beautiful, and some educationally 
grotesque. You will think differently, be-
ing taught by everyone you come into 
contact with (even if these people are 
“just being ridiculous”).

The Wesleyan you will see at 
WesFest is not the Wesleyan you will 
live, though it is a part of the culture. 
Your biggest challenge will be determin-
ing whether the reports you hear have 
any legitimacy. The same people who 
complain about their housing and cul-
ture being under siege by the adminis-
tration will also tell you that this is the 
school for you. In a way, that’s a testa-
ment to the other aspects of this school; 
both accounts are honest. For most of 
us, the problems are balanced out and 
outweighed by the overall experience, 
and that’s worth a lot more than blind 
love for a flawed place. At the same time, 
keep the flaws in mind. This school isn’t 
for everyone.

The people here are special. Not all 
of the people here are special. The odds 
are good that whomever you are looking 
for, you will find. There are people who 
get angry about everything. There are 
people who don’t pay enough attention 
to be angry at anything. There are peo-
ple with whom you always disagree and 
you love them for it. You will find people 
to have fun with, and to exist with, and 
to grow with, which is what friends are.

The debate over whether or not 

Wesleyan is truly “Diversity University” 
still stands, though I will leave that alone 
for the moment. In terms of diversity of 
interests and beliefs, this is one of the only 
places I have found in my life where noth-
ing is strange, and everything happens. 
Everything. For better or for worse.

Culturally, Wesleyan (especially the 
student body) does a fantastic job of creat-
ing variety and avoiding the “bubble” feel 
that another medium-sized school in a not-
scintillating town could easily fall victim to. 
The Film Series screens movies four nights 
a week, some of which you’ve “always 
wanted to see,” others of which you may 
have never heard. There are weekly or near-
weekly plays, lectures, music performances, 
dances, sporting events, and reportedly 
games of “Giant Jenga,” in case that hap-
pens to be your thing.

College nightlife is college nightlife. 
Sometimes it will exceed expectations, 
sometimes it won’t live up to them. This 
isn’t your average party school, though 
things are far more than quiet at least three 
nights a week. Realistically, you’d be hard-
pressed to avoid being in the presence of 
alcohol and/or drugs at least occasionally, 
but there is minimal pressure culture, es-
pecially compared to other places. Some 
of the best nights I have had have involved 
nothing more than sitting around arguing 
about anything and everything.

Bottom line, you may sometimes 
have to make an effort, but the effort will 
be more than worth it. You will find your 
people, and most nights you will find your 
activity.

But maybe “activities” aren’t the only 
things you are looking for in a school. 
Wesleyan also has a strong academic pro-
gram, and its most enticing feature to most 
is the freedom of course selection. If you 
decide against Wesleyan because you think 
it won’t be rigorous enough, it had better 
be because you don’t think you can chal-
lenge yourself without others telling you 
what to do.

Some classes can be hard to get into, 
but course selection is a time to put aside 
the pacifist views you came to campus 
with. Send emails. Show up and do the 
homework. If you demonstrate that you’re 
willing to put effort into getting into a 
class, you will almost always get it.

The power of this freedom is often 
underrated. You can take classes that inter-
est you and classes that scare you. You can 
do that here and come out the other side 
unbattered, because scaring yourself safely 
is what the system is designed for.

Wesleyan institutions do a good job 
of serving the population, for the most 
part. If you have an idea, crazy or not, that 
you want to implement, you will be able 
to get a room and funding. If you want a 
private classroom to eat dinner and screen 
“Breaking Bad,” it’s yours. If you want 
money for traveling to compete in a mara-
thon two towns away, you can get it. If you 
want to start a movement to get drunk dur-
ing class, well, realistically, somebody will 
probably say no.

Just like in the real world, if you need 
to get something done, you should have a 
backup plan and plan an extra half hour. 
Have extra soap, in case the school runs 
out (as seems to happen now and again). 
Plan an extra few minutes to wait in line for 
meals. The meals are worth the wait. 

Wesleyan University gets a strong 
A+ on the bread and circuses, and the stu-
dents are not rendered apathetic as a result 
of them: it’s the best of both worlds. You 
will work hard and get a meaningful educa-
tion, but you can also lie on Foss Hill when 
it gets warm and be aware of a universe 
outside of library walls. You will find new 
ideas, new activities, new people. You will 
write articles defending a school that you 
also freely criticize, just because you love it 
anyway.

Zalph is a member of the class of 2016.
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Re-Choosing to Live in the 
Past: Redefining Regret 
By Jenny davis, assistant OpiniOn editOr

Sometimes when I’m running, 
the song “Non, je ne regrette rien” 
by the legendary French singer Edith 
Piaf comes up on my iPod. In English, 
“Non, je ne regrette rien” translates to 
“No, I have no regrets,” and it gets me 
going every single time. Without fail, 
no matter how tired I am, that song is 
the wind beneath my wings.

If only it were that easy in the rest 
of my life.

You see, the rest of my life is not 
so simple. When I run, I am running 
and that is all I am doing. When I 
live the rest of my life, I multitask. I 
am reading, and then I start thinking 
about the terrible choices I’ve made in 
the past. Or I am trying to fall asleep, 
and then I start wondering about what 
might have been.

Regret is a funny emotion. It’s 
actually quite fun sometimes to day-
dream until you realize that you have 
literally no power to actualize your 
dreams. Then the despair sets in.

For me, regret is instantaneous. 
Sometimes it happens even as I make 
a choice: I’m ordering in a restaurant, 
hearing the words leave my mouth, 
and I know that what I am saying is 
wrong, all wrong, and I will hate what 
I have just ordered, but I am powerless 
to stop it. Of course, things get more 
complicated when humans and not 
main courses are involved. Everything 
is liable to be regretted, because the 
alternate universe—in which I make 
perfect choices and am generally per-
fect—is so incredibly appealing.

Choosing a college was prob-
ably the most important choice of 
my young life, and true to form, I 
was regretful from the moment I 
pressed “submit” on the Common 

Application.
I regretted having applied where 

I did; I regretted my essay topic; once 
I got in, I regretted having chosen 
Wesleyan at all. When I got here, I 
was periodically crippled by pangs 
of regret. It wasn’t really personal. It 
was just that every time something 
went wrong here, I imagined a parallel 
scenario at another college, a college 
where things went swimmingly all the 
time. I pictured myself making anoth-
er choice—a better choice.

It seems to me that the world is 
pretty much just the past. That’s it. It’s 
all that we have. The present is mean-
ingless. Had we not lived in the past, 
we would all be thinking, “Who are 
these people? How did I get here?” So 
it’s healthy, I suppose, to look back, 
because that is how we derive mean-
ing. We become conscious of things 
only after they have happened, too; 
you have already read the next few 
words of this article by the time you 
realize you have just read the word 
“realize.”

Regret is all tied up in the past. 
It’s inextricable from it, really. It has 
zero basis in the present, and certainly 
no basis in the future. And judging 
from the amount of time we spend 
in the past—all of our time, to be ex-
act—it is inevitable.

So let’s redefine regret. I’m no 
expert in etymology, but I’m going to 
go ahead and assert that “gret” means 
“choose.” To re-gret is to wish we 
could re-choose. My idea is that this 
longing to re-choose can be redirect-
ed. We’re living in the past anyway, so 
we might as well have fun with it. We 
can revel in the past, if we so choose, 
and we can savor the choices we’ve 

made, good or bad. They happened!
We can let our past choices be 

like a favorite book that we can read 
over and over again. The circumstanc-
es might change, but the plot is always 
the same, and let’s let it be the same. 
Few things are the same from day to 
day, so it’s comforting that the past is. 
Let’s let the past be the only thing we 
know, and let’s let it stay in the past.

This is clutch, by the way, when 
it comes to choosing a college.

Because, of course, there’s always 
the future. The good news is that it’s 
a lot easier to change the future than 
it is to change the past—one hundred 
times easier, to be exact.

When I was a junior in high 
school, Tom Wolfe came to visit my 
school, and I immediately signed up 
for the position of his aide—someone 
who would fetch him water, flip to 
the correct page in “I Am Charlotte 
Simmons” for him to sign, and ap-
pease the snarky people in line with 
their books.

When the crowd died down, and 
it was just me and Tom Wolfe and a 
stack of books, he asked me if I had 
begun thinking about college. I an-
swered in the affirmative, and then 
Tom Wolfe winked at me (Tom Wolfe 
winked at me!!!) and said something 
remarkable: “Think of a famous per-
son, a celebrity you admire,” he said.

“Judy Blume,” I answered after a 
moment’s pause.

“Where did she go to college?” 
he asked.

I opened my mouth to answer 
and then realized that I had no idea.

Davis is a member of the class of 
2017.

Follow us on 
Twitter: 

@wesleyanargus

And like us on 
Facebook!
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WEEKEND IN REVIEW

Top: The men’s lacrosse team took on the 
Bowdoin Polar Bears on Saturday, April 12.

Right: The original musical “TREES” went 
up this weekend in the ’92 Theater.

Center Left and Bottom: Crowell Concert 
Hall hosted the Moving Pictures ensemble 
on Thursday, April 10.
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Terpsichore’s spring dance 
concert featured experienced 
and novice dancers alike, 
showcasing both individual 
and collective talent in a series 
of electrifying performances.
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WEEKEND 
SPOTLIGHT:
TERPISCHORE
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arts

By Noah Mertz
Assistant Photo Editor

On Thursday, April 10, just a 
week after the incredibly successful 
SEAMUS national experimental music 
conference, Crowell Concert Hall was 
once again filled with innovative and 
exploratory music, this time provided 
by renowned composer and performer 
Adam Rudolph. Specializing in hand 
drums, Rudolph took the stage with his 
Moving Pictures ensemble, a collection 
of brilliant musicians from across the 
country. The instrumentation included 
several African-style drums played by 
Rudolph, a piano, two horns, an elec-
tric bass, percussion, a synthesizer, and 
many random objects, such as a chain, 
a metal dish, and rain sticks for added 
sounds.

The pieces alternated between pe-
riods of quieter, seemingly formless son-
ic exploration and tension-building bass 
and drum grooves ripe with intricate 
repeated musical themes. In the former, 
each performer produced sound from 
hir instrument with intense deliberate-
ness. Even the traditional instruments 
were approached in non-traditional 
ways, such as the direct strumming of 
the strings on the piano and the coax-
ing of airy squeaks from the horns. 
These sections would slowly develop, 
or sometimes abruptly erupt, into more 
structured grooves driven by Rudolph’s 
emphatic drumming.

Many of Rudolph’s rhythms have 
a world-music sound, a mixing of 
Ghanaian and Indian textures (both 
places he has lived and studied) as well 
as a discernible influence by the jazz 
musicians from his childhood home, 

Chicago. When performing Rudolph’s 
compositions, the musicians were al-
lowed some freedom to improvise within 
certain rhythmic and melodic frame-
works. For the final two songs, Rudolph 
brought six current Wesleyan students to 
the stage for a raucous finale.

I had the opportunity to speak with 
Adam Rudolph just before his two-hour 
workshop on composition and creativity.

The Argus: What was it about your 
growing up in Chicago that initially 
sparked your interest in world music?
Adam Rudolph: I grew up in an area 
called Hyde Park on the side of Chicago. 
I was a teenager in the late ’60s/early 
’70s and it was really one of those con-
fluences of time and place where it was 
a lot of incredible cultural activity going 
on there. The first thing that really influ-
enced me was that a lot of the great blues 
musicians from the delta lived nearby. 
The ones who influenced me the most 
were Howlin’ Wolf and Muddy Waters, 
so I got to hear musicians like that live 
on a regular basis. Secondly, the AACM, 
the Association for the Advancement 
of Creative Musicians, which I think 
[Wesleyan Emeritus] Professor Anthony 
Braxton was part of, were all my neigh-
bors. Steve McCall lived two doors 
down, Henry Threadgill lived down the 
street, I knew Joseph Jarman….

I would say the Art Ensemble of 
Chicago in particular in that period had 
a huge impact on me in that I was really 
inspired to step deeper into music (I was 
more interested in visual arts), but what 
they kind of showed me was that any-
thing you could imagine to do creatively, 
you could do. It really is about the imagi-
nation and the openness they brought to 

it. I think what I really gleaned from be-
ing around the blues musicians was sort 
of how musical technique is meant to 
serve deep feeling; that there was no ges-
ture, no singing, no playing, that a musi-
cian would do that was really divorced 
from the feeling and spirit that they were 
trying to project in their music.

Then I started playing drums out-
side in the park, at a place called The 
Point, near the water. There were people 
playing hand drums, and I had already 
done classical piano as a kid and had 
been composing, but when I started 
playing hand drums, there was some-
thing about it that just really called to me 
and I was gifted at it, so I started moving 
into that path.

A: Was your focus as a kid mostly on 
music, or more on the visual arts?
AR: Well, my father had a huge collec-
tion. He had almost every jazz record 
that had been put out prior to 1955 
when I was born, so I was listening to 
and grew up around that music. He 
took me to hear Louis Armstrong, Duke 
Ellington, Mongo Santamaría, Stan 
Getz, Max Roach, so I credit a lot of 
it to my father. He also took me to see 
George Giulini conducting the Chicago 
Symphony Orchestra. He was somebody 
who loved music even more than a lot of 
musicians, I think.

I had a piano teacher as a kid who 
unfortunately didn’t encourage my 
compositional aspirations, so I sort of 
abandoned that after a number of years. 
I then became very interested in visual 
arts, and I got a scholarship to take class-
es at the Art Institute of Chicago, and 
I thought that was really what I wanted 
to do until I started playing hand drums 
and heard the Art Ensemble and just fell 
in love with that.

A: What did you discover about music 
and yourself while in Ghana?
AR: I almost went here, actually, but I 
ended up at Oberlin and met some mu-
sicians who were teaching there from 
Detroit. I consider Detroit my second 
musical home. It’s important to under-
stand that this music I grew up with, so-
called jazz, sometimes it’s called improvi-
sational music, African American music, 
is, or was, an oral tradition. It was about 
the older musicians sharing and creating 
opportunities for younger musicians, 
not necessarily in the same instrument. 
So, that’s why you hear about Miles 

Moving Pictures: Adam Rudolph Talks Raga, Rhythm

NOAH MERTZ/ASSISTANT PHOTO EDITOR

Adam Rudolph’s performance this past Thursday was sponsored by 
the Wesleyan University Experimental Music Group.

Davis having played with Charlie Parker 
and Tony Williams having played with 
Miles Davis. It’s like an informal appren-
ticeship system.

I spent my four years at Oberlin, 
went back to Chicago, drove a cab, saved 
my money, and bought a one-way ticket 
to Ghana in West Africa. At that point, 
I had become more and more interested 
in African drumming and tabla. The 
most important thing I learned there 
was that music really comes from some-
thing more than music and it’s about 
something more than music. I could see, 
experiencing that culture, the context of 
that music and the cosmology of the cul-
ture that informs the music.

That’s true for any music we play, 
[even a] Beethoven sonata. You can look 
at the incredible geometry of it, the ar-
chitecture of it, secondary dominants, 
analyze it and see all the beauty of it, and 
even feel the beauty of it, but the impetus 
is coming from something greater than 
music. It doesn’t have to be some kind of 
literal or metaphoric story, it’s just that 
it comes from something else, and that 
has to do with what we are and who we 
are as human beings. And then it affects 
you in a way that’s bigger than music. 
It changes your life; it touches you in a 
physical, spiritual, emotional way.

It was very fascinating to see that in 
West Africa and Ghana, and that’s one of 
the mind-expanding things about study-
ing music from other cultures, is that 
you can see things about music when 
you’re looking at it through a lens into 
another culture that you wouldn’t neces-
sarily see in your own culture, and then 
start to see it as universal. It’s like, it’s ob-
vious with the gamelan music you use a 
different tuning system from the piano, 
and yet, this is the same: they’re dealing 
with form, beginnings and ends, tension 
and release. And then even deeper than 
that is this idea of the human impetus. 
Everybody’s singing the blues in some 
way, talking about our condition during 
our little brief time on this planet.

A: What was your main idea behind this 
show?
AR: It definitely has a premise. Moving 
Pictures is the name of whatever ensem-
ble that I’m composing for at that time. 
It is a shifting cast, but I always look for 
as much consistency as possible, and a 
lot of these musicians have worked with 
me for many years. [Stephen Haynes, 
who is playing tonight,] plays mostly 

with my Go Organic Orchestra, which 
is my large ensemble project. The last al-
bum I released with Moving Pictures was 
“Both/And.” If you look into Hegel or 
some of Carl Jung’s writings, or anything 
really; when you begin to look beyond 
the “either/or” way of thinking (good 
versus evil, black versus white), many 
things hold opposites, they can be both.

One of the ways that dichotomy 
works for me is that I compose music—
I almost call it decomposing music—I 
write these thematic elements where I try 
to zero in like a laser on very particular 
aesthetic qualities that I want to express 
in the music using rhythms, different 
kinds of modes, interval patterns. But at 
the same time, while I’m trying to zero in 
on the aesthetic and emotional sensibili-
ties, I am also trying to create as much 
freedom for the musicians as possible. 
We use improvisation, but in our case 
it means working within very particular 
kinds of functional and aesthetic frame-
works and preparing.

For example, with the music, I say 
we don’t rehearse, we prepare. I’ll give 
the musicians a framework. A lot of my 
concept is influenced by north Indian 
music, even though it may not sound 
that way, but they have what they call ra-
gas and talas. It actually goes back to how 
Bach might have proceeded with things. 
A raga is a particular group of notes that 
is more than a mode but less than a pre-
determined melody, so a kind of themat-
ic material, certain kinds of notes that 
are more emphasized than others. I’ll 
write materials that have certain intervals 
or melodies emphasized and the impro-
visation works in that contextual frame-
work. Tala is what they call rhythm, so I 
have my concept of rhythm, which I call 
“cyclic verticalism.”

The musicians learn what I call my 
“signal rhythms,” which are influenced 
by African and also Indian drumming, 
and they work in the context of that. 
These elements are movable, so different 
rhythm patterns can work with different 
coloristic sound areas, too. It gives them 
the tools, the context, hopefully the in-
spiration, and the focus of where I want 
them to be functionally in the ensemble, 
but within that framework I’m inviting 
them to bring their own voice, and this is 
really crucial to what people call the idea 
of improvisation.

The full version of this interview can 
be found online.

By Gavriella Wolf
Staff Writer

Alexandra Alvarez ’14, an art his-
tory and Science in Society double 
major, injects design into everything 
she does, and her thoughtfully put-
together ensembles reflect this. The 
native Texan sat down with The Argus 
to discuss the styles she has observed 
on campus over the past four years, 
from major dos (unique and androgy-
nous silhouettes) to her strongly opin-
ionated don’ts (leggings as pants and 
sweats worn in class). If you are inter-
ested in the beautifully heterogeneous 
blend of styles at Wes, be sure to keep 
an eye out for fashionable individuals 
like Alvarez.

 
The Argus: Do you consider yourself 
interested in fashion?
Alexandra Alvarez: Yes, definitely. I 
think I’m all-around interested in aes-
thetics, so fashion is just kind of a side 
effect of that. But yeah, I’ve always 
been, since I was little. I used to draw 
in my books in class, like, pictures of 
different outfits. I’m just interested in 
making pretty things. I just like things 
looking together.

 A: Describe your personal style in five 
words…
AA: I would say a chic, urban, flower-
child cowgirl.
 
A: Can you elaborate on that a little?
AA: I think because I’m from Texas, 
that definitely affects part of my style. 
And I grew up in the 90s, so I’m re-
ally into hoops and that whole R&B-
esque, Nike kicks, and then I also like 
to look nice and presentable. Like to-
day’s Friday, and I usually dress up for 
Friday class, because it’s kind of hard to 
get there anyways. So I feel like if I look 
nice, then I’m in class mindset.
 
A: What do you like most about fash-
ion at Wesleyan?
AA: I think it’s really interesting at 
Wesleyan how the campus kind of will 
shape fashion in general just depend-
ing on the weather, what people are 
wearing. Because you know in the win-
tertime, everyone’s super bundled up, 
and they can’t wear…they wear certain 
types of shoes or whatever. And then 
as soon as sun comes out, people are 
just like, always baring legs, stuff like 
that. And I kind of like how people do 
their own thing, and it’s not necessarily 

a spectacle or a thing in general. People 
just dress the way they dress.
 
A: What do you dislike about style at 
Wes?
AA: Yeah, I think it’s unacceptable to 
wear sweatpants to class. I don’t think 
it’s okay to wear sweatpants to class be-
cause I’m also like, “Yo, your teacher 
showed up to class, they’re here on 
time, they’re dressed well, it’s not like 
you should be looking like you just 
rolled out of bed.”
 
A: How has your style changed, if at 
all, since you came to Wesleyan?
AA: I think I had to realize that certain 
things were not necessarily acceptable 
to wear as I’ve gotten older. ‘Cause I 
think when I first came to Wesleyan 
I was really a lot more free-spirited, 
loose, ripped tights a lot, and I don’t 
really wear ripped tights anymore be-
cause it’s not really the most appropri-
ate thing to wear in public all the time.
 
A: Where are your favorite places to 
shop?
AA: If I’m online shopping, I really like 
La Garçonne when they have super-
sales, because when they have sales, 

Who Wore It Wes: Alexandra Alvarez ’14
they have like super super super sales. 
And then I also go…it’s not quite vin-
tage shopping, it’s a little different in 
San Antonio where I’m from, but they 
just have a lot of secondhand stores 
that you get great vintage stuff [at].
 
A: Do you find it hard to shop while 
at Wesleyan?
AA: Yes. It’s hard but easy. I think it 
depends on what kind of experience 
you want. You’re not going to get the 
mall experience of going shopping, or 
walking down streets and things like 
that, but they have some great little 
knick-knack different places, like that 
place on Wash, that place is cool.
 
A: Where do you draw style inspira-
tion from on campus?
AA: I think people here wear garments 
in a not regular way, like people here 
are constantly experimenting with dif-
ferent textures and patterns, and the 
way clothes fall on their bodies is inter-
esting. I think definitely on campus it’s 
cool when a lot of girls have a gender 
ambiguous type of style of clothing, 
which I think is really cool.
 
A: Where do you draw style inspira-

tion from off campus?
AA: I look at a lot of men’s fashion 
magazines…like fashion blogs. I love 
huhmagazine.com, and they do a 
lot of different articles and stuff but 
they usually have different European 
brands and men’s fashion brands that 
will come out, but I really appreciate 
men’s fashion more so than women’s 
fashion, which is interesting, because 
I think that the garment has a bet-
ter structure. I think having an older 
brother that is very fashion-oriented 
kind of helped shape mine. He also 
went to Wesleyan!
 
A: Do you have an article of summer 
clothing that you can’t wait to wear?
AA: Yes! Last year, for Spring Fling, I 
ordered this green jumper-onesie thing 
from Nastygal, and my boobs were too 
small but my boobs got bigger and it 
now fits me so I’ve been dying to wear 
it for Spring Fling.
 
A: For prospective students, what is 
the most important item of clothing 
to bring to college?
AA: Everyone needs a basic white tank 
that falls very nicely on them. I feel like 
for Wesleyan, you need a white tank.
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THE CINEFILES
The sun is out, Foss is booming, and the Goldsmith still stands. 

Come by this week to see an array of lingering pasts and near-futures, 
worlds where everything is mixed about and off-center by a tick or more. 
Catch a sneak peek of 2025 with Friday’s “Her,” and then slip right into 
2026 on Saturday with “Metropolis.” From a Scorsese classic to a pin-
nacle of world cinema history and two surefire crowdpleasers in between, 
don’t miss out on this varied and immensely strong week of film. Also, 
don’t forget to write in your own film suggestions so we can keep the 
Film Series going strong!

CAPE FEAR
1991. USA. Dir: Martin Scorsese. With Robert De Niro, Nick Nolte. 
127 min.
Wednesday, April 16. 8 p.m., $5

From one of the most preeminent figures of contemporary cinema 
comes this remake of J. Lee Thompson’s 
1961 psychological thriller of the same 
name.  The story focuses on a man con-
victed of rape 14 years prior vowing to 
seek revenge on his lawyer, who used 
purposefully faulty defense tactics in 
burying very crucial information that 
could have led to the man’s acquittal. De 
Niro channels a touch of the ominous, 
disquieting presence of “Taxi Driver” 
in his performance as a freed criminal 
plotting a sinister revenge scheme, stalk-
ing the morally dubious attorney’s every 
move. Scorsese harnesses an incessant 
sense of paranoia that will keep you on 
the edge of your seat from start to finish.

CRYSTAL FAIRY
2013. Chile. Dir: Sebastián Silva. With 
Michael Cera, Gaby Hoffmann. 98 min.
Thursday, April 17. 8 p.m., FREE

Hey, it’s Michael Cera! And Adam’s 
crazy sister from “Girls!” And…a cactus? 
It’s actually a magical, hallucinogenic 
cactus, and the girl’s name is “Crystal 
Fairy.” This adventure comedy takes us 
on a trip across Chile to trip on on a se-
cluded beach. It’s a drug-addled narrative 
made moving by director Sebastián Silva, 
and the shaggiest Michael Cera to date.

HER
2013. USA. Dir: Spike Jonze. With Joaquin Phoenix, Scarlett Johansson. 
126 min.
Friday, April 18. 8 p.m., $5.

A film that captures the essence of our moment like no other of 
2013, Spike Jonze’s “Her” presents an enchantingly realized and tellingly 
polished near-future, shedding light on today’s social trends while elevat-
ing its aesthetic sensibilities. Jonze won 
the Oscar for Best Original Screenplay 
in this solo screenwriting debut, and his 
writing truly shines through in the per-
fectly idiosyncratic characters that you 
can’t help but adore. In what is arguably 
the year’s most interesting depiction 
of love, awkward introvert Theodore 
Twombly falls for his computer OS, 
and nothing is ever the same again. The 
film presents a mastery of color and a 
thrumming, triumphant score courtesy 
of Arcade Fire, which renders poignant 
each brilliantly acted moment. Set in 
2025, see what the world looks like one 
year before everything gets weird in Fritz 
Lang’s “Metropolis.”

METROPOLIS
1927. Germany. Dir: Fritz Lang. With Brigitte Helm. 123 min.
Saturday, April 19. 8 p.m., FREE

Even if you see nothing else on the 
Film Series this calendar, you should 
make it to this.  Fritz Lang’s silent mas-
terpiece depicts a socially divided dys-
topian society wherein the workers live 
underground and the wealthy enjoy the 
splendors of the city—that is, until an 
upper class man leaves it all behind to in-
cite a working class rebellion. Lang’s illu-
minated but deeply grim vision of the fu-
turistic metropolis abounds in towering, 
ominous buildings, buzzing traffic, and 
oppressed, mechanized workers plowing 
away at the day-to-day grind.  It is visu-
ally ravishing and uncannily prophetic 
in its social commentary, a milestone 
of German Expressionism and science-

fiction, which we are very pleased and excited to present on a gorgeous 
35mm print with live orchestral accompaniment from the MoMA’s Ben 
Model. Seriously, don’t miss it.

By Matthew Weinstein
Contributing Writer

Wake Owl’s debut album, The 
Private World of Paradise, is one of 
the best albums to relax to this spring. 
Founding members Colyn Cameron 
and Aiden Brant-Briscall routinely 
capitalize on their acute awareness of 
pacing to drift listeners in and out of 
songs. Wake Owl is simply groovy. Its 
unique blend of retro jazz, experimental 
synth-pop vibes, and well-placed violin 
accents creates a melancholy mood that 
is infused with moments of joy. Wake 
Owl is well-known in Canada for its 
2012 Wild Country EP, and the group’s 
first full-length endeavor is a stunning 
mixture of highs and lows that leaves 
listeners wanting more.

The Private World of Paradise 
starts off on a high and introduces lis-
teners to a couple of the band’s tricks 
right off the bat. “Days in the Sea” be-
gins at a comfortably relaxing pace that 
is perfect to sit and close your eyes to. 
The intro track is one of the folkier and 
less experimental songs, but the use of 
a light, vibrant synth during the chorus 
gives a glimpse of Wake Owl’s funky 
side. The album’s single, “Candy,” fol-
lows up on this, and immediately sets 
the tone for the rest of The Private 
World of Paradise. The track begins 
with a delicate and eerie synth that is 
quickly bolstered by an equally timid 
blues guitar. Cameron’s vocals com-
plement the gloomy feel that opens 
“Candy” before the tempo picks up and 
the gloom lifts, revealing a little bit of 

joy amidst the sadness.
This is Wake Owl’s gift. Cameron 

and Brant-Briscall are adept at creating 
a melancholy atmosphere before infus-
ing just a pinch of happiness into each 
song. “Vacation” is the best example of 
this talent. Beginning with “Someday 
I’ll get away,” the song instantly creates 
a downcast mood that slowly alleviates 
as the track progresses. Brant-Briscall’s 
skill as a violinist is on full display in 
“Vacation” and effortlessly pairs with 
Cameron’s vocals, eliciting chills out of 
listeners. Wake Owl’s ability to smooth-
ly create a whimsical ebb and flow is a 
defining characteristic of the band.

Quite simply, Wake Owl is one 
of the most instrumentally talented 
bands out there, and it is amazing what 
Cameron and Brant-Briscall have ac-
complished. “Buffalo” is one of the 
many highpoints of The Private World 
of Paradise, using a deep bass line that 
evokes a tribal vibe. The ghostly synth 
and tantalizingly guitar pickings suc-
cessfully invoke an otherworldly atmo-
sphere perfect for relaxing and drifting 
off too. “Oh Baby” is an impeccable 
song to follow “Buffalo,” and displays 
Cameron’s range as a vocalist. With the 
well-used falsetto to an angst-ridden 
cry, “Oh Baby” highlights the maturing 
theme of Wake Owl’s lyrics. Early on 
in the track, Cameron bemoans that “I 
was kind of feeling insecure,” following 
that with, “I fucked with your mind, 
silly girl.”

The Private World of Paradise is 
a tale of growing up and learning from 
your mistakes, which is not a fun pro-
cess. The album takes listeners from 
“Letters,” in which the protagonist 
finds love letters from his former lover, 
to “Madness of Others,” in which his 
mind seems to completely fall apart. 
Wake Owl music is complex, creating 
both incredibly gloomy moods inter-
spersed with moments of blissful hope 
for the future. Yet despite all the sad-
ness, there is something innately uplift-
ing about Wake Owl’s music.

Wake Owl Crafts Gloomy, 
Groovy Tunes on Debut Album

C/O AMERICANSONGWRITER.COM

Wake Owl’s debut album showcases the gifted newcomer at its finest.

Continued from front page

Grossman-Vendrillo noted that 
their method of production was particu-
larly collaborative.

“A lot of [the creation of the show] 
was such a group process that it’s hard 
to discern, like, ‘Oh, Gabe wrote all of 
these lyrics, and Jacob developed this 
mood,’ because all of us were there in 
the room, me being like, ‘Gabe, that’s 
a dumb word. Pick a new word,’” 
Grossman-Vendrillo said.

As any member of the audience on 
Thursday, Friday, or Saturday can at-
test, the team’s hard work certainly paid 
off. “TREES” is a musical about an un-
named summer camp. The show features 
a large ensemble composed of camp ar-
chetypes, ranging from the stuck-up rich 
girl, Natalie Anne, played by the always-
fabulous Beanie Feldstein ’15, to the 
horny, neglectful counselors, Eliza and 
Randy, played by Lauren Langer ’16 and 
Matt Hixon ’15, respectively. Though 
there is not necessarily a lead character 
in the show, the one around whom the 
plot arguably circles is The Berry Picker, 
whose childlike wonder is spectacularly 
portrayed by Kate Malczewski ’15.

Of all the characters in “TREES,” 
The Berry Picker most clearly embod-
ies the show’s central theme of isolation. 
Though many of the other characters 
sing about feeling like they don’t belong, 
Malczewski’s character is the only one 

who is actually ignored and left out by 
the rest of the ensemble. Because of this, 
she is the one to whom the eponymous 
trees decide to speak and upon whom 
they impart the mission of saving the 
summer. The Berry Picker is visually dis-
tinguished from the rest of the cast by 
her overall shorts, so while she is ignored 
by her fellow campers and the camp’s 
staff, she stands out to the viewers very 
clearly, making her their easiest window 
into the world of the show.

Every member of the cast gave an 
admirable performance. If any of the 
performers stood out, however, they 
were Feldstein, Torie White ’16, and 
Noah Masur ’15. Feldstein’s perfor-
mance as Natalie Anne was astounding, 
particularly in “Basic Bitches Wearing 
Sneakers,” wherein Natalie Anne la-
ments being sent to a camp where she 
wasn’t surrounded by rich people and 
which eventually culminates in a rap 
battle between her and Eliza. White gave 
an electrifying performance as Jimena, 
a Spanish-speaking camper who con-
fesses her feelings to Gordon’s character, 
Arnold, in the sensuous, energetic, and 
absolutely hilarious “Baila Conmigo.” 
Lastly, Masur was hysterical as Dick, 
the camp director who has completely 
forgotten the magic of camp and is now 
concerned solely with the “magic” of 
making a profit.

Overall, I found “TREES” to be an 
immensely entertaining, well-thought-

“TREES”: Original Musical  
Captures the Spirit of Camp

out show. The production was so strong 
that, several times throughout the night, 
I completely forgot I was watching a stu-
dent production; it felt entirely profes-
sional.

Gordon and the rest of the creative 
team acknowledged that the production 
would not have been possible without 
the help of Second Stage and encour-
aged other students to take advantage of 
the University’s resources while they can.

“This semester, more than any 
other semester I’ve been here, there’s 
the most original theater being put 
on,” Gordon said. “We’re not the only 
original musical that’s been done this 
semester, and that is so cool that stu-
dents are taking advantage of that. This 
is the time, if you have any inclination 
to do these things. Who knows what 
you’re going to be able to do financially 
or time-wise in the future. We go to a 
school where there are financial and spa-
tial resources that are given to us to do 
these creative things. Make it happen. 
Don’t worry about if it’s the best thing 
ever, or if it’s the worst thing ever. Just 
do it, and have fun doing it.”

In our interview, the creative team 
joked about one day getting the show 
on Broadway. Considering the superb 
quality of the Second Stage production, 
I sincerely hope that the creative team 
at least tries to do so. There is certainly 
magic in “TREES,” and it deserves to be 
shared with a wider audience.



two basic rules: keep it feasible and keep 
it funny.

There’s an immense freedom to what 
style of humor we want to infuse the vid-
eos with. For example, with “Conflicts,” 
we realized after shooting that the long 
shots of extended dialogue made the 
sketch move at too slow of a pace, so Lex 
and Paola took over the editing job to turn 
it into the bizarre and bombastic piece it 
is now. For some of the sketches, such as 
“TMI Voicemail,” which Jess and Paola 
are currently working on, creative control 
is given mostly to whoever conceived the 
idea, which leads to some interesting re-
sults. However, at the same time, there’s a 
certain joy that comes from a sketch such 
as “Conflicts,” which incorporates the act-
ing and creative input of literally everyone 
in the group. It’s almost hard to describe 
the satisfaction of seven different senses of 
humor combining to create one cohesive 
script, but when it comes together, it feels 
downright beautiful.

On May 29, after months of stock-
piling videos, we finally went live. We all 
spread the word through Facebook, email, 
and word of mouth. From there, we just 
sat and watched as the YouTube views 
steadily climbed. One of the interest-
ing things about our medium is that we 
almost never actually see the audience’s 
reaction. We don’t hear the laughs, so 
we mostly need to rely on our own ret-
rospective judgement to figure out what 
works and what doesn’t. Yet at the same 
time, there’s something to be said about 
quantifying the number of people view-
ing your work, and it was downright eu-
phoric to watch the views for “Chomp” 
and “WeShop Training Video,” our two 
flagship sketches, steadily climb over the 
course of the day.

Now, we’re just trying to keep the 
momentum going. A lot of ideas are be-
ing tossed about, such as mini-sketches to 
pepper the regular release schedule, and 
possibly even bringing our sketches to the 
live stage. In the meantime, however, we’re 
going to keep working hard in the hopes 
that we can actually make some people 
laugh with the material we put out there. 
If nothing else, it’s been a hell of a lot of 
fun.
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By Sharifa Lookman
 Contributing Writer

Upon entering the Center for the 
Arts Theater, I was greeted by men in 
white shirts and spiffy ties who ripped 
my ticket and led the crowd to a mod-
est, almost-forgotten theater in the back. 
On a wooden stage surrounded with 
chairs sat a disheveled clown serenading 
a blushing middle-aged man in the third 
row. Quirky, entertaining, and secretly 
evocative, it was the perfect emblematic 
prelude to “Vatzlav,” a comedic farce that 
somehow combined clowns and a grown 
boy clothed in diapers with Oedipus Rex 
and heavy political overtones.

Wesleyan’s rendition of “Vatzlav” 
premiered on Thursday, April 10 in the 
CFA Theater. Directed by Wesleyan 
alumna Lily Whitsitt ’06, this produc-
tion featured the Wesleyan spirit and cre-
ativity that we all enjoy.

“Vatzlav” is a play written in 1970 
by Polish dramatist Slawomir Mrozek. 
Vatzlav, the play’s protagonist (played 
by Peetie McCook ’16), is a slave who 
finds himself freed through circum-
stances beyond his control and lands 
on an unknown island. Throughout the 
play, he follows Providence to find the 
promised fame and fortune associated 
with freedom. This journey leads him 
to odd jobs and even stranger characters 
such as Mr. and Mrs. Bat, two frantic 
and lisping clowns, and a gullible girl 
who believes that babies are conceived 
by the mind alone. Throughout the play 

he experiments with ways to be free, be-
cause in the end he really doesn’t know 
what that means. “Vatzlav” catalogues 
the social and political injustices of our 
world through laughter and unrelenting 
parody.

This high-energy, circus-like pro-
duction is episodic in structure and is 
frantically composed of 77 scenes. Some 
scenes were entirely action, some silent, 
some short, and some long. The nature 
of the small cast meant that nearly every 
person had multiple parts, and generally 
no one was the same character for more 
than two scenes in a row.

Helen Handelman ’16, the assistant 
stage manager, described the behind-the-
scenes production of these hurried cos-
tume and set changes.

“We set up the costumes back stage 
in such a way that exactly what was 
needed for each change was put out,” 
Handelman said. “Someone would come 
off stage and literally in two more lines 
they needed to be on stage.”

For such a fast-paced execution, 
everything and everyone needed to be 
organized, particularly in the details. 
Handelman described the importance of 
maintaining the costumes and thus the 
overall production’s integrity.

“You need to do it fast, but you need 
to make sure it looks right,” Handelman 
said. “What’s the point of doing it quick-
ly if it doesn’t look good?”

Misdirected, these rapid transitions 
and energetic scenes could spell disaster. 
Flying chickens, broomstick erections, 

and a drag queen striptease don’t suggest 
tastefulness or sophistication in and of 
themselves, but in the hands of Whitsitt 
they managed to do so.

The cast had nothing but praise 
for Whitsitt, a New York theater direc-
tor and producer who returned to her 
Wesleyan roots to direct this production.

“She’s awesome,” McCook said. 
“She is serious about theater, but is not a 
serious person. She’s a lot of fun.”

The cast members stressed the ben-
efit of Whitsitt’s collaborative process.

“For her [Whitsitt] the idea of the 
ensemble and what each actor brings is 
very important, and how she can use that 
to build each actor’s character individu-
ally,” said cast member Anika Amin ’14.

Handelman also found that 
Whitsitt’s own Wesleyan experience 
translated to her effective directing tech-
nique and relatability.

“She understands doing theater at 
Wesleyan because it really wasn’t that 
long ago,” Handelman said.

Through the likely combination of 
her excellent directorial skills and abil-
ity to relate to the students, Whitsitt 
also helped the actors to find themselves 
within their characters. Amin, who 
played Sassafrass, one half of a peasant 
duo, had to a find a quality of Sassafrass 
that she related to.

“Something my director gave me 
to work with at one point in the creative 
process in understanding Sassafrass is 
that he is seeking validation and not just 
from the world he is in or from society, 

Absurdity of Theater and Politics Combine in “Vatzlav”
but from his other half, Quail,” Amin 
said. “There is something very human 
in all of these characters. Trying to find a 
way to stand up for yourself and wanting 
a little bit more.”

McCook similarly sought human-
ity in his character, Vatzlav. At first, he 
didn’t relate to his character at all.

“When I first read it I thought that 
Vatzlav was the most boring character 
on the planet,” McCook said. “But then 
as we did more, I met with Lily and we 
talked about the character and we sort of 
figured out that the only thing Vatzlav 
wants to do is survive and get by. That’s 
when it sort of clicked for me.”

These zany characters are unsym-
pathetic at first glance. They are live 
cartoons that don’t really seem to have a 
heartbeat. But as the play progresses, they 
relate to each other and you can’t help 
but relate to them.

“Even though there are these crazy 
and big characters, the relationships be-
tween them are really real,” Handelman 
said. “That includes the audience’s re-
lationship with Vatzlav. He talks to the 
audience more than he talks to anybody 
else.”

Trevor Wallace ’15, an attendee, 
noted the freedom of this audience-char-
acter relationship.

“You were a part of it,” Wallace 
said. “But it wasn’t so serious that you 
felt like you were locked down in it. You 
were able to approach it from an angle 
you wanted to approach it from.”

This play undeniably garnered 

barrels of laughs: it was spontaneous, 
ridiculous, and boisterous. But behind 
the jokes and behind the laughter there 
was a very deliberate commentary on the 
human experience. McCook noted these 
morals.

“Trying to get by and make the 
best of what’s happening,” McCook said. 
“Ultimately I think that’s what the play 
is about: just figuring a way to turn any 
situation into a positive one and making 
it work for you. If it doesn’t work, try 
something new.”

Vatzlav is a character that is in a 
constant state of transition, whether geo-
graphically or emotionally. He becomes 
human in the midst of political strife and 
questionable morals and in the end he 
renounces the notion of Providence in 
favor of self-identity and integrity.

Mrozek once stated, “Humanity 
is an undefined transitional phase,” and 
whether it be Vatzlav’s evolution of char-
acter, the unresolved spontaneity of the 
political drama, or the quick costume 
changes experienced back stage, every-
thing was in a state of transition and 
suspense.

“Vatzlav” teaches us the world’s in-
justices, but it also highlights the world’s 
hopes. Hopes for beauty and honesty 
and love, be it in someone or across an 
unknown sea. Mrozek, Whitsitt, and 
the entire cast taught us this through the 
most universal mode of communication: 
laughter.

“Laugh,” Amin said. “Laugh for us. 
Laughing is our love.”

By Charles Martin
Staff Writer

Whenever I look back at my early 
freshman days, way back in the strange 
and distant year of 2012, one of the most 
striking moments of that exciting period 
was when I stumbled into the Wesleyan 
Combo Comedy show on a warm 
Saturday night. What astounded me was 
not only the number of comedians and 
actors displaying their talents, but also 
the diversity of the groups present. From 
stand-up to sketch comedy, short-form 
and long-form improv, and even musical 
comedy, it seemed as if Wesleyan’s funny 
people had every base covered…except for 
video sketches. Sure, Wesleyan has its col-
lection of immensely talented filmmakers, 

but there was no group that produced ma-
terial at a consistent level. Thus, an open-
ing had presented itself.

When Peter Cornillie ’15, already 
a member of Desperate Measures and 
Punchline, came up with the idea for 
WeSNL, the concept was fairly simple: a 
group that produces sketches via YouTube 
on a weekly basis. As it turns out, however, 
producing a short film every week, and 
a funny one at that, can be really damn 
hard. Ultimately, the six-month-long 
process, from initial auditions back in the 
fall to going live last month, required cre-
ativity to be matched with sensibility and 
practicality.

When the group began last semester, 
consisting of myself, Peter, Jesse Brooks 
’16, and Adi Slepack ’16, we had a lot of 

lofty ideas, but we had trouble bringing 
them to fruition. We struggled to produce 
any actual content up until this semes-
ter. That was when we learned our first 
core lesson: the necessity of maintaining 
a schedule. Consistency is key; as such, 
whenever a new sketch is written, it’s es-
sential to ask whether it can feasibly be put 
to video within a week with the limited 
resources available. For this I’d need to 
give a lot of credit to Adi, who’s not only 
a talented writer and filmmaker, but who 
also assumed the role of the group’s whip: 
the person who keeps us all in check with 
schedules and deadlines.

It’s taken its time, but video by 
video, we’ve started to learn how to make 
these shorts right, and how to make them 
fast. Whereas “Closing Time,” our sketch 

Look What I Did: Charles Martin ’15 and Friends 
Start Video Sketch Comedy Group 

CHARLIE MARTIN/STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Gathered in the WestCo lounge, the WeSNL team brainstorms a new sketch for their weekly web series.

about an elf living within the library 
stacks, was shot over two nights and took 
well over two weeks to edit, “Conflicts,” 
our most recent video, was shot in one 
Sunday morning in the WestCo lounge, 
and the editing was finished by the follow-
ing Thursday.

One of the most enjoyable aspects 
of the process comes simply from starting 
a group from scratch. When we held au-
ditions earlier this semester, we managed 
to gather an immensely talented group, 
including charismatic actors Lex Spirtes 
’17, Emma Hagemann ’17, and Jessica 
Wolinsky ’17; and talented writers and 
filmmakers such as Peter Hazel ’16, Paola 
Maseda ’17, and Sofia Taylor ’17. Within 
this group, there’s no real limit for what we 
can and can’t do, so long as we follow the 
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By Jessica Perelman
Staff Writer

Is it a type of food? Is it an endan-
gered animal? Does it mean “spring 
dance concert”? Although Terpsichore 
(Terp) was a hot topic on campus this 
past weekend, it seems that many do 
not know the origins and true pro-
nunciation of this student group’s 
title. Terpsichore [turp-sik-uh-ree] is 
the Greek muse of dancing and cho-
ral song, and the name of the campus 
group that puts on a biannual dance 
showcase. The event has been growing 
in popularity each semester in both 
student participation and attendance. 
This year, the performance consisted 
of 17 dances with 170 dancers who 
performed for three sold-out audi-
ences, making it Terp’s biggest show 
to date.

This highly anticipated perfor-
mance did not disappoint the enthu-
siastic viewers, as dancers captivated 
and entertained them for the entire 

show. The diverse choreography and 
eccentric costumes made each dance 
fresh and exciting. When the lights 
dimmed, the first dancers to grace 
the stage were part of “My Hands 
to Learn,” an uplifting and eloquent 
contemporary piece set to Mumford 
and Sons’ “Below My Feet” and cho-
reographed by freshmen Sonya Levine 
and Rick Manayan. As the dancers, 
clad in peach and navy dresses, exited 
the stage, the next group entered wear-
ing various patterned genie pants. The 
mood in the audience suddenly shift-
ed as the song “Talk Dirty” by Jason 
Derulo blared through the speakers. 
The crowd whooped, cheered, and 
laughed along as the dancers fiercely 
strutted, crumped, and shook their 
booties.

After a few impressive contem-
porary numbers, the stage was over-
whelmed by dancers wearing togas. 
There was laughter in the audience 
as each individual struck a dramatic 
pose. The crowd’s energy continued 

to rise as the beloved Hercules song, 
“Zero to Hero,” started to play. The 
choreographers, Rebecca Hutman 
’17 and Tess Jonas ’15, incorporated 
dance moves that were appropriate for 
dancers of all levels and allowed every 
participant to shine. Their smiles and 
high energy were infectious.

Following a brief intermis-
sion, three especially memorable 
large group numbers took the stage. 
“Back to the Future,” choreographed 
by Leo Enverga ’14, was a quirky, 
vibrant piece set to Huey Lewis and 
the News’ “Back in Time.” The danc-
ers wore bright ’80s attire and smiles 
that stretched from ear-to-ear as they 
rocked out to this old tune. Another 
throwback number appeared later in 
the program: “No Strings Attached,” 
choreographed by seniors Michael Yee 
and Anju Paul, was set to a nostalgic 
mash up of *NSYNC’s  “Bye Bye Bye” 
and “It’s Gonna Be Me.” These danc-
ers thrilled the audience with their 
synchronized hip-hop moves and their 

head-to-toe outfits, complete with 
backwards hats and cutoff sleeves that 
were “n sync” with the times. The last 
big group number, “My Leather Black 
Jeans On,” choreographed by juniors 
Natalie Ancona, Nicole Klein, and 
Jacob Musinsky, kept the party go-
ing with a medley of songs by Nicki 
Minaj, Kanye West, and Major Lazer. 
By far the largest number in the show, 
the choreographers successfully taught 
40 dancers, who wore black shirts 
covered in various neon duct tape pat-
terns, to move as one organized unit. 
Each step was executed with great 
confidence and mock attitude, which 
made this performance explosive with 
personality.

Terp’s exciting program is cer-
tainly noteworthy, but it is the sup-
portive atmosphere among dancers 
and the cheering audience that make 
Terp so exceptional.

“The fact that so many people 
do take dance classes at Wesleyan and 
do support dance shows is an amazing 

part of our culture,” said Lili Kadets 
’17, a dancer in “My Hands to Learn.” 
“Because everybody is at different lev-
els, you have an opportunity to be a 
teacher and a learner.”

Kadets has been dancing since 
she was four; she, along with other 
more experienced dancers, often assist 
those who do not have as much back-
ground with dance.

“I wanted to get out of my com-
fort zone because I don’t dance,” said 
Rachel Sobelsohn ’17, a dancer in 
“Zero to Hero.” “It takes me a little 
longer to learn the choreography. 
More experienced, advanced dancers 
would pick it up and go through it 
with me.”

Similar to Sobelsohn, Lucas 
McLaughlin ’15 started participating 
in Terp during the second semester of 
his freshman year without any formal 
dance experience. Now he is a mem-
ber of Fusion Dance Crew, assistant 
director of WesBurlesque, and a staff 
member of Milk & Choreo, in addi-
tion to dancing and choreographing 
for Terp.

“I would not be where I am today 
in the dance community were it not 
for Terp,” McLaughlin said.

This semester’s Terp show proved 
to be thoroughly enjoyable and mem-
orable for both participants and audi-
ence members. Dancers explain that 
the audience’s enthusiasm enhanced 
their performances.

“There’s electricity in the air,” 
McLaughin said. “People are so ready 
for you, and they want to see what 
you’ve got. And you want to show 
them.”

Audience member Genna 
Mastellone ’17 simply could not get 
enough of Terp: she was so riveted 
by her first viewing that she disguised 
herself as a dancer in order to sneak in 
to see the show a second time.

“Terp is my favorite thing about 
this university,” Mastellone said.

If you missed out on Terp this se-
mester, do not forget to get your tick-
ets early next year to see this reliably 
entertaining and inspiring show.

Terpsichore Show Puts Stellar Moves to Popular Hits 

NOAH MERTZ/ASSISTANT PHOTO EDITOR

Terpsichore performers danced to Jason Derulo’s “Talk Dirty” in one of many energizing pieces.
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INGREDIENTS
3/4 LB. WHOLE WHEAT 

SPAGHETTI
4 CUPS BROCCOLI

1/2 CUP CREAMY PEANUT 
BUTTER

1/4 CUP LOW-SODIUM 
SOY SAUCE

1/2 CUP WATER
2 TBSP. RICE VINEGAR

3 TBSP. FRESH LIME 
JUICE

1 SCALLION, CHOPPED 
(OPTIONAL)

1 IN. FRESH GINGER, 
PEELED AND GRATED

1 TBSP. SUGAR
1/2 TBSP. RED PEPPER 

FLAKES
1 TSP. SRIRACHA (OR AL-
TERNATIVE HOT SAUCE)

SALT AND PEPPER

INGREDIENTS
4 LARGE ONIONS
3 TBSP. BUTTER

1 TBSP. OLIVE OIL
1 TSP. SALT

1/4 TSP. SUGAR (HELPS THE ONIONS 
BROWN)

3 TBSP. FLOUR
8 CUPS BEEF OR MUSHROOM STOCK

1/2 CUP DRY WHITE WINE OR DRY 
VERMOUTH

SALT AND PEPPER TO TASTE
3 TBSP. BRANDY (OPTIONAL)

By Jess Zalph
Food Editor

Peanut sauce. Everyone has strong 
feelings about it. If you’re allergic to 
peanuts, you hate it. If you’re not al-
lergic to peanuts, you love it.

Of course, peanut sauce isn’t 
necessarily the best recipe to pub-
lish on the second night of Passover. 
Noodles, traditionally served with pea-
nut sauce, are banned for a portion of 
the Wesleyan population for the next 
week. This article, therefore, will either 
give you something to look forward to 
or inspire your creativity; peanut sauce 
can be served with almost any dish, if 
you’re willing to get creative.

This recipe is certainly an indul-
gence. It’s hard to tell once the sauce is 
fully created and is poured on noodles 
and vegetables, but the primary ingre-
dient of peanut sauce is peanut butter. 
This recipe might best serve a meal as 
a side dish, because after having gorged 

Peanut, Peanut Butter, No Jelly 
on a full serving and a half of pasta, my 
stomach felt like I had eaten half a jar 
of peanut butter. I had.

One of the best things about this 
recipe for the health conscious, howev-
er, it that it is relatively low in sodium 
for an Asian-style sauce. The flavor fo-
cus shifts toward the spicy and the sour, 
and the need for salt is reduced.

Peanut Butter Noodles
1. In a large pot, bring salted water to a 
boil for spaghetti.
2. In a smaller pot, bring 1 in. of salted 
water to a boil for broccoli. Put broc-
coli in the pot and cover it; let it steam 
for 3-5 minutes.
3. Put the peanut butter, soy sauce, wa-
ter, vinegar, lime juice, scallion, ginger, 
sugar, pepper flakes, and sriracha in a 
blender, and blend until smooth.
4. When the noodles have finished 
cooking, combine them with the broc-
coli and the peanut sauce. Add pepper 
to taste, and serve.

By Andy Ribner
Staff Writer

I recognize that spring is upon us 
and that this soup recipe is therefore 
about a month late, but it’s still too 
good not to share.

Though it’s definitely the wrong 
season, there’s still a chance you can take 
advantage of this recipe on rainy days. 
However, if it’s anything like the past two 
springs, there will be lots of rainy days 
with occasional bursts of sunlight. Either 
way, we’re not out of soup season yet.

Toward the middle of winter break 
when I was still on campus, I realized 
that I had two things: a brand new cast-
iron Dutch oven and a lot of leftover 
onions from the last co-op delivery (it’s 
a good thing onions don’t go bad quick-
ly). I knew I had to break in my pretty 
pot, and that I should do it in style. I 
was feeling economical and a bit lazy 
(it was cold out there), so I decided I 
probably shouldn’t go find a whole pork 
shoulder to braise. Instead, I went for 
what we had readily available.

French onion soup has perhaps 
one of the most distinctive and delicious 
smells in the culinary world. Its unique 
scent turns heads, and it was no surprise 
when one of my housemates, who walked 
in as I was cooking, chose to stand over 
my shoulder during the entire soup prepa-
ration so he could keep inhaling its aroma.

This recipe is easy to make and 
does not require many ingredients. 
Unfortunately, a couple of the ingre-
dients do require being over the age of 
21 to obtain, but you could probably 
just substitute or ignore them as need-
ed. Another option would be going 
for the Weshop “cooking wine.” This 
recipe could also be made Passover-
friendly by substituting matzo meal 
in place of flour and by omitting the 
cheese.

French Onion Soup
(Adapted slightly from smittenkitchen.com, 
who adapted from “Mastering the Art of 

French Cooking”)
1. Thinly slice onions. Try not to cry.
2. Melt the butter and oil together at 
the bottom of a large, heavy saucepan or 
Dutch oven over low to medium heat. 
Add onions and toss with melted butter 
and oil until every slice of onion is coated. 
Turn heat to very low (as low as your 
stove can get) and cover the pot. Cook for 
10-15 minutes.
3. Raise heat slightly and stir in salt 
and sugar. Cook, stirring frequently, for 
about 30 minutes until fully caramelized. 
Onions should appear golden in color. 
Feel free to eat one or two with goat 
cheese on a cracker, but don’t go too crazy. 
4. Stir in flour and continue to cook while 
stirring for about 3 minutes. Add wine, 
pour yourself a glass, then gradually add 
in stock, stirring throughout.
5. Add in salt and pepper and allow the 
mixture to simmer, partially covered, for 
30 to 40 minutes.
6. If you like cheese and the façade of 
eating in a French restaurant, grate a bit 
of fresh onion and some cheese (con-
sider Swiss or Gruyère) onto soup in an 
oven-proof bowl and broil for about 15 
minutes.

French Onion Frenzy

By Erica DeMichiel
Assistant Food Editor

For many prospective students, 
making the transition from high 
school to college can be daunting. 
During my time as a prefrosh, my 
concerns were fairly standard: will 
I make friends? Will my roommate 
think I’m weird? Will I think that my 
roommate is weird? What if I have to 
eat all my meals in a bathroom stall 
like Cady Heron in “Mean Girls”?

However, none of these were 
my biggest worry. Despite my varied 
social concerns, nothing troubled me 
more than the concept of cafeteria 
food. After hearing horror stories 
of mystery meat, liquid eggs, and 
cold pizza, I dreaded the day where I 
would have to leave Mom and Dad’s 
home cooking behind in favor of 
the industrial eating options that are 
notorious at universities across the 
country. 

Upon my arrival at Wes, I was 
pleasantly surprised by how palatable 
the nearby food is. Sure, the vegan 
cookies are almost too rubbery for hu-
man consumption. Sure, one look at the 
tofu scramble during weekend brunch 
is enough to make you lose your appe-
tite for a week. But fortunately, there 
are plenty of other aspects of dining at 
and around Wes that can make your 
culinary experience far more enjoyable 
than any prefrosh could think possible.

Usdan Mongolian Stir Fry
Entering Usdan during peak lunch 
hours, one will likely notice a long 
line snaking around the counter 
next to the pizza. But don’t let the 
lengthy wait deter you from trying 
the make-your-own-stir-fry station, 
where you can choose from an ar-
ray of veggies and meats to create 
a lunch tailored to your personal 
preferences. It’s always my go-to op-
tion when nothing else in the dining 
hall looks appealing. Also, the em-
ployees working the grill are some of 
the friendliest people you’ll meet on 
campus.

Pi Café Chai Latte
I’ve never actually tasted a Pi chai 
latte, but my many afternoons 
spent doing homework in the café 
have allowed me to conclude that 
this beverage is its bestseller. For 
those unfamiliar with coffee shop 
lingo, a chai latte consists of spiced 
black tea mixed with steamed milk. 
It is relatively low in caffeine com-
pared to a chai charger, which is a 
similar beverage that incorporates a 
shot of espresso. And now that I’m 
thinking about it, I have no good 
reason for never having ordered ei-
ther drink.

Whey Station
Arguably the most popular late-
night food truck from Thursday to 

Feasting Options at WesFest
Saturday evenings, Whey Station 
specializes in gourmet grilled 
cheese prepared on locally baked 
bread. Though the menu some-
times changes, constants include 
the classic five-cheese Monger; 
the Caprese with fresh mozza-
rella, tomato, and pesto; and the 
sweet and salty Ella with Brie, 
house-made fig jam, and pro-
sciutto. Though expensive for 
grilled cheese, Whey Station is a 
Wesleyan staple not to be missed 
during your visit to campus. 

Mondo 
As far as its proximity to cam-
pus, Mondo is the perfect place 
to satisfy any craving for Italian 
food. Though it looks like an 
ordinary pizza joint, the food 
at Mondo is unexpectedly de-
licious, and its diverse menu 
ensures that everyone will find 
something to enjoy. The restau-
rant’s artisanal pies are an ideal 
option for those times when 
your parents visit and want 
to take you (and three of your 
friends) out to dinner. My most 
recent purchase at Mondo in-
cluded an order of eggplant fries 
with marinara sauce and a truffle 
pie with goat cheese, pine nuts, 
and a drizzle of honey. And yes, 
it was every bit as incredible as it 
all sounds.

Whey Station is one of many off-the-beaten-track dining options you should try during WesFest.
C/O CAITPLUSATE.COM

WELCOME 
PREFROSH!!!
CONGRATULATIONS 
ON GETTING INTO 

WESLEYAN!
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By Jess Zalph
Food Editor

There are a whole host of options 
for eating on campus when you visit—
namely, all the places you might eat as 
a student. However, whether you are 
planning to stay here for the next four 
years or are only checking Wesleyan 
out for a couple of nights, discovering 
the off-campus dining scene is most 
likely a priority.

Having grown up in a large city, 
I almost didn’t come to Wesleyan, spe-
cifically because I couldn’t imagine that 
Main Street offered enough dining op-
tions for my voracious, varied, and ob-
viously highly cultured appetite. Upon 
my arrival, however, I was pleasantly 
surprised.

Middletown offers a small 
amount of a wide variety of things: 
what you see is what you get, but you 
see a good amount. There are enough 
breakfast and lunch places to satisfy 
the student body (and students’ fami-
lies when they visit...because that is re-
ally the only reason students get up for 
breakfast on weekends). There are also 
a surprising number of different cui-
sines represented among dinnertime 
options. Though they may not always 
offer five-star quality, the food is more 
than enough to satisfy any craving.

The WesFest dining dynamic is a 
little different than the typical “going 
out to dinner” that might happen on 
weekends for students. Middletown is 
more crowded, for starters, and you are 
more likely to be looking for a “quint-
essential Wesleyan experience” than are 
Wesleyan students themselves.

Here is a guide to dining off-cam-
pus during WesFest, with this in mind.

Breakfast and Lunch

O’Rourke’s Diner
Made famous by the Food 

Network show “Diners, Drive-ins, 
and Dives,” O’Rourke’s Diner is one 
of the few places that actually encour-
ages students to get out of bed before 
late afternoon. Although from the 
outside the décor may seem unimpres-

sive, it is a comfortable place to sit, 
talk, and enjoy top-notch diner food. 
Complimentary pastry samples are 
served with every meal. The breakfast 
menu is offered all day, seven days a 
week, and boasts a full page of creative 
omelette options along with French 
toast, pancakes, and assorted pastries. 
Eggs and hash are offered any way you 
can imagine them.  There is an addi-
tional lunch menu that is served from 
11 a.m. to 3 p.m. on weekdays.

This location is relatively small, 
and can get busy, especially on week-
ends. Try to arrive outside of peak 
lunch hours to avoid the potential wait.
Hours: 6 a.m. to 3 p.m., seven days 
a week
Location: 728 Main St.

New England Emporium
Emporium is a good choice if you 

are looking for a low-key dining atmo-
sphere. With its coffeehouse décor and 
counter-service, it is the type of place 
where you can (and will want to) sit 
for hours. Its spacious location accom-
modates large and small parties and 
makes for a good family experience. 
Your food choices are almost unlim-
ited, with the option of creating your 
own salads and sandwiches if you are 
looking for something not on the stan-
dard menu. In addition to lunch items, 
Emporium offers breakfast classics 
such as eggs and crêpes. When you’re 
done, you can walk to the neighboring 
FroyoWorld for some morning dessert.

Although the service is usually 
good, they occasionally get backed 
up. Ask for an approximate wait time 
before ordering your food, and avoid 
making plans for immediately after 
you eat.
Hours: Monday - Thursday, 8 a.m. – 8 
p.m.; Friday and Saturday, 8 a.m. – 9 
p.m.; Sunday, 9 a.m. – 7 p.m.
Location: 386 Main St., in the Main 
Street Market

Brew Bakers
Brew Bakers is a classic breakfast 

eatery, offering bagels, eggs, and wraps. 
Its lunch menu is more expansive, 
however, offering salads, panini, and 

Family Dining: A Guide to Tackling WesFest
“specialty sandwiches.” It has a pleas-
ant, sunny, coffee shop atmosphere, 
but may be too crowded for large par-
ties or for families during peak hours.
Hours: Monday – Saturday, 7 a.m. – 5 
p.m.; Sunday, 8 a.m. – 4 p.m.
Location: 169 Main St.

Dinner

Tandoor
Tandoor offers standard Indian 

restaurant fare, providing dishes for 
vegetarians and meat-lovers alike. It 
is a quiet restaurant with a lot of seat-
ing that often gets overlooked, so if 
you are looking to escape the mad-
ness of some of the more upscale din-
ing options like Esca, this is the place 
for you.

In my opinion, one of the most 
entertaining aspects of Tandoor is 
the amount of control you have over 
the spice level of the food. Dishes 
can range from “mild” to “very, very, 
very spicy,” and if you impress them 
enough with your spice-eating prow-

ess, you may just get free rice pudding 
at the end of the meal.

If you are here for the weekend, 
on Saturdays and Sundays at 11:30 
a.m. Tandoor has a $10 all-you-can-eat 
buffet that offers limited service.
Hours: 11:30 a.m. – 10:30 p.m., seven 
days a week.
Location: 170 Main St.

Esca
Looking for upscale dining? Esca 

is one of several Italian restaurants on 
Main St. that thrives on the business of 
visiting families. Prospective students, 
take note: ask your parents to come 
here, as it may be the last time you 
will be able to afford it. Esca offers a 
unique selection of flatbread pizzas in 
addition to pastas and non-vegetarian 
entrees. Be prepared for a wait during 
peak hours if you don’t have a reserva-
tion.

If you’re a late eater, take note: 
Esca is open later than most of the 
other dining options on Main Street. 
Depending on your schedule, this may 

be the perfect place for you.
Hours: Monday – Thursday, 11 a.m. 
to 12 a.m.; Friday – Saturday, 11 a.m. 
– 2 a.m.; Sunday, 12 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Location: 437 Main St.

Tibetan Kitchen 
Tibetan Kitchen is an open se-

cret among Wesleyan students that is 
slowly making its way into the spot-
light. Offering what in some ways 
seems like the most “big city” cuisine 
of Middletown, the Tibetan fare may 
at first seem unusual to diners who are 
more accustomed to bland and easy 
food. The menu offers a good number 
of vegetarian options, and the avocado 
potato appetizer is unreal.

Tibetan Kitchen is small, and ser-
vice is on the slow side. If you do not 
want to wait, try to show up early, es-
pecially on weekend nights.
Hours: Monday – Thursday, 11:30 
a.m. – 3 p.m., 5 p.m. – 9 p.m.; Friday 
– Saturday, 11:30 a.m. – 3 p.m., 5 p.m. 
– 10 p.m.; closed Sunday.
Location: 574 Main St.

C/O WIKIPEDIA.COM

Main Street is home to many culinary options, ranging from Indian food to famous pancakes. 

By Emma Davis
Assistant Food Editor

Cooking can be a great way to bring 
a program house together and to foster 
independence while residents learn to 
live away from home. Full House, the 
red-trimmed Victorian on the corner of 
Washington Street and High Street, has 
capitalized on this approach with its pro-
gram theme: food. Outhouse, located on 
High Street, has also expanded its pro-
gramming to include food-based events, 
providing brownies at Tuesday meetings 
and offering “pseudo-outings” such as 

granola making.
Alexandra Fireman ’16, a member of 

Full House who makes food three to four 
times a week, said she started cooking in 
college to supplement her other options.

“About halfway through my fresh-
man year, I realized just how much I 
missed home-cooked meals,” Fireman 
wrote in an email to The Argus. “Though 
Usdan actually does a pretty good job in 
terms of variety and good food, eating 
there every day was starting to be a bit 
much. I tried cooking in the small Clark 
kitchen, but quickly realized I would love 
to live somewhere where I would be able 

to cook often and start experimenting in 
the kitchen. Full House seemed like the 
obvious choice.”

Fireman particularly appreciates the 
ways in which cooking builds community 
among her fellow residents. She herself 
enjoys making cakes and other treats as 
gifts for friends.

“[I] love making people happy 
through food,” Fireman wrote. “Making 
food for someone, to me, seems like a 
thoughtful gesture. A good chunk of 
my time is spent in the kitchen with my 
housemates. Our weekly house dinners 
and/or brunches are a great time to not 

only cook together, but also [to] sit down 
and share a meal we’ve created.”

Arian Dehnow ’16, a member of 
Outhouse who cooks a few times a week 
and enjoys making experimental om-
elettes, echoed Fireman’s sentiments about 
communal meals.

“The best part is cooking with others 
and sharing dishes and eating together,” 
Dehnow wrote in an email to The Argus. 
“[It means] great conversation, nice mu-
sic, [and] casual enjoyment of each other’s 
company. Cooking brings people together 
through a common action and towards 
a common goal. It’s like a team sport…
You’re all contributing to something deli-
cious.”

However, neither Full House nor 
Outhouse’s kitchen dynamic is perfect, 
and student chefs have had to adjust to 
the limitations of their “staffs,” especially 
when it comes to dishwashing duties.

“Since there are over 30 people liv-
ing in one house, dishes are constantly be-
ing used, but not always being washed,” 
Fireman wrote. “The hardest part about 
cooking in Full House is finding clean 
dishes and counter space. Everyone is sup-
posed to do their own dishes…[but] this 
doesn’t always happen. The dish situation 
is basically the only source of conflict in 
the house, but it’s been a prevalent one.”

Dehnow and his fellow residents of 
Outhouse have faced similar challenges 
with dividing cleanup, although to a lesser 
degree.

“We try to have people just wash 
their own dishes, but that doesn’t al-
ways work out so well,” Dehnow wrote. 
“Oftentimes, Jesse [Lieman-Sifry ’15], our 
house dad, ends up cleaning up a ton of 

In Full House and Outhouse, Food Fosters Friendship  
assorted dirty dishes. It is a source of mi-
nor conflict in the house.”

Both Outhouse and Full House 
have also dealt with some unpredictable 
behavior from their kitchen equipment, 
namely the oven and stove.

“Once, one of our stove burners 
exploded,” Dehnow wrote. “We called 
Physical Plant and they came and replaced 
it, but it was quite startling.”

In Full House, the problems with 
equipment are even more consistent. 
Fireman advises future residents to bake 
food at 25 degrees hotter than the recipe 
recommends and to allow extra cooking 
time due to the quirks of the ovens.

“The ovens in our house are quite 
temperamental,” Fireman wrote. “Baking, 
especially cookies, can be difficult if you 
don’t know the exact set up.”

Despite the stovetop hazards and 
tension-provoking cleanup, both Fireman 
and Dehnow remain attached to their 
weekly cooking rituals.

“Cooking at times can be stressful, 
but also very rewarding,” Fireman wrote. 
“I can create a meal exactly tailored to 
what I want to be eating. If the vegan op-
tion at Usdan isn’t great one day, I can go 
home and make something for myself. 
Cooking in the house with my friends is 
also a nice way to spend a weekend night.”

Dehnow, on the other hand, values 
the practical aspect of cooking for himself. 
Not only is it a form of bonding with his 
housemates, but it is also a chance to plan 
for his future.

“Cooking makes me feel like a real, 
independent person,” Dehnow wrote. “I 
also enjoy improving my culinary skills so 
that I can survive after graduation.”Cooking is an important part of program house living.

C/O WESLEYAN.EDU
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By Daniel Caballero
Staff Writer

The women’s tennis team lost 
7-2 to Middlebury this past Sunday. 
Although the loss completes the 
squad’s first pair of back-to-back 
losses, it represents improvement 
from last year’s outing against the 
Panthers, which resulted in a one-
sided 9-0 defeat. Captain Nicki 
Softness ’14 attributes the change to 
a transition in the tennis culture at 
Wes.

“We’re in the middle of a big 
transition period… Ever since Mike 
[Fried came] on as coach, it’s becom-
ing a serious program, it’s becoming 
competitive,” Softness said. “Every 
year we get new players that are se-
rious players…. I definitely think 
that next year, when we have a lot 
of freshmen coming in that are very 
talented, the people that are on the 
team this year are going to continue 
on with these new players. We will 
be even better. It’s very cool to be a 
part of it.”

The competition was not with-
out exciting matches, especially the 
two victories for Wes. The first of the 
day was a comeback victory for dou-
bles partners Anna Howard ’15 and 
Clare DuBrin ’16. After falling be-
hind 1-5, Howard and DuBrin were 

Midd Defeats Women’s Tennis
able to string six games together, tak-
ing a 7-5 lead. Middlebury would re-
spond with two consecutive wins of 
its own, but the Redbird duo won the 
next game, thereby completing the 
comeback with the final score of 9-7.

Howard credits their win to a 
strong coaching staff who gave them 
key advice when the match looked 
like it was going to end in a loss.

“We got some coaching…to fix 
things that we should do to be able 
to combat their offense,” Howard 
said. “They were playing very offen-
sively. They were very good at net. 
So it was about how to keep it away 
from the net player. We started hit-
ting more lobs and deeper balls, so 
then we could play more aggressively 
at the net.”

The doubles win put Wesleyan 
within striking distance of coming 
away with a victory at the end of the 
day, but a series of lopsided singles 
losses prevented the Cardinals from 
pulling off an upset against the 
Panthers, currently ranked 10th in 
the nation. The Cardinals came away 
with another comeback win from 
their captain Softness.

Softness lost her first set, fall-
ing 3-6. However, she did not let 
the opening set affect her concen-
tration, as she edged herself past 
her opponent in the second set, 6-4, 

Baseball Stretches 
Win Streak to 10 
Against Williams

By Toby Rosen
Staff Writer

Undefeated since returning from 
its Arizona trip, the baseball team is 
for real. After sweeping Little Three 
rival Williams (7-10, 4-5 NESCAC) 
last weekend, the Cardinals (18-5, 6-0 
NESCAC) have now won an incredible 
10 games in a row and sit in first place 
in the NESCAC West; every other 
NESCAC team has dropped at least 
one conference game.

Their pitching has dominated, 
their defense has been reliable, and 
their hitting has been clutch. And 
when a team has all three facets of the 
game working like that, it’s certainly 
tough to beat. Who knows what the 
rest of the 2014 season holds in store 
for the Cardinals, but two-thirds of 
the way through, one thing is for sure: 
Wesleyan is the team to beat.

Wesleyan won the first game 
of the series 4-1 on April 11 at 
Dresser Diamond behind a masterful, 
120-pitch complete-game performance 
from Nick Cooney ’15 (4-1, 2.79 
ERA). The junior left-hander allowed 
four hits and walked five, but was effec-
tively wild, striking out nine, pumping 
heat past the Ephs all game long.

“Kind of similar to last game,” 
Cooney said about what was work-
ing for him. “Had the fastball in the 
beginning, and then started mixing in 
the curveball a little bit. Just trying to 
work in on guys. They were popping 
balls up, jamming them, so it seemed 
to work.”

Guy Davidson ’16 has been put-
ting on a defensive clinic all season 
long, and it was no different in this 
game. In the sixth, the sophomore 
shortstop made an impressive diving 
play on a ground ball up the middle, 
got to his feet, and fired a bullet to first 
to get the out.

“I just try to talk a lot [to my 
teammates],” Davison said about the 
key to his defensive success this season. 
“It keeps me focused. Communicating 
keeps you loose. It makes everyone feel 
in it together and helps you stay con-
fident.”

Cooney seemed to appreciate hav-
ing such a solid shortstop playing be-
hind him.

“He’s unbelievable,” Cooney said 
about Davidson and his excellent stop. 
“I think that got us going to get some 
runs in the next inning.”

Cooney’s ace-caliber effort was al-
most for naught, as the Cards trailed 
1-0 heading into the bottom of the 
seventh. After an Ephs error allowed 
Wesleyan to tie the score, Robby 
Harbison ’17 played the hero, coming 
up with a two-out double with runners 
on the corners to drive in two runs and 

give the Cardinals a 3-1 lead.
“It felt great,” Harbison said 

about his go-ahead hit. “He threw 
me a fastball middle-in. I saw the 
same pitch my second at-bat, and 
I was a little early on it. But fortu-
nately I capitalized in my third at-
bat. It was a good situation to do it 
in. So it helped us out a lot.”

Wesleyan tacked on another 
insurance run in the eighth, and 
Cooney handled matters in the 
ninth by finishing strong, striking 
out the final batter of the game.

“He just threw the team on his 
back, and kept going,” said Head 
Coach Mark Woodworth about 
Cooney. “Could have pitched all 
day. It was awesome. So pumped 
for him. He pitched great.”

You could sense the buzz 
among the Wesleyan players after 
such a statement game from the 
Cardinals.

“It’s a huge win,” Harbison 
said after the series opener. “This 
team is good. We set the tone for 
the rest of the season here. And we 
got to get two more wins tomorrow 
and keep rolling throughout the rest 
of the season.”

Wesleyan traveled to Williams 
on April 12 and did just as Harbison 
wanted, sweeping both games of a 
doubleheader, winning the first 7-2, 
and taking the second 12-2.

Jeff Blout ’14 (4-0, 4.55 ERA) 
earned the victory in the first game 
with a complete-game effort, strik-
ing out six Ephs and walking none. 
And Gavin Pittore ’16 (4-0 4.97 
ERA) picked up the win in the sec-
ond game, pitching seven dominant 
innings, allowing only two hits and 
one run, while striking out nine.

Harbison, it turned out, was 
only getting started in the series 
opener. The freshman designated 
hitter drove in three more runs and 
collected six more hits on the after-
noon to raise his team-best batting 
average to .410.

“I’ve been jumping on early 
pitches a lot,” Harbison said. “I try 
not to get down in the count too 
much. And if I see a fastball the first 
one or two pitches I just try to hit it 
hard somewhere.”

Woodworth loves what the 
first-year standout has brought to 
the team.

“He just gives us great at-
bats all the time,” Woodworth said 
about Harbison. “He’s really aggres-
sive. And I’m happy for him.”

Wesleyan will travel next to 
Salve Regina (17-11) to take on the 
Seahawks on Tuesday, April 15, as 
the Cards look to notch their 11th 
consecutive win.

Crew Contends with Staunch 
Competition on Malden River

By Daniel Kim
Staff Writer

The men’s and women’s crew 
1V boats both came out of compe-
tition on Saturday, April 12 with 
even 1-1 records, drawing their first 
losses of the season at the hands of 
Bates and Wellesley, respectively. In 
the dual-race format of the Malden 
River meet, the winners of the open-
ing races faced each other in the final 
sprint on the two-lane, 2,000-meter 
course.

Both Wes men and women 
1Vs won their first races before los-
ing their second ones. The men beat 
the University of New Hampshire 
to start off the day, finishing with a 
time of 6:02.8, four seconds ahead 
of UNH’s 1V time. Wes men lost the 
next race to Bates by about the same 
margin, finishing in 6:14.6 to Bates’ 
6:10.9.

The Cardinal women beat Bates 
in the 1V by four seconds as well, 
crossing the finish in 7:00.9. The 
varsity eight then lost to Wellesley, 
which finished 12 seconds ahead 
of Wesleyan’s time of 7:04.7. The 
women’s 2V and 3V boats both lost 
to Bates in their first races, but beat 
Tufts in their second ones by com-
fortable margins. The novice eight 
decisively won both of its races, 
trumping Wellesley and Tufts, the 
former by 12 seconds and the latter 
by almost an entire minute.

The Red and Black men’s 2V 
secured two wins, both by comfort-
able margins of around 20 seconds. 
Wesleyan’s novice eight boat lost 
to Bates in its first race before eas-
ily beating Tufts, a full 30 seconds 
ahead of the Jumbos.

Captain Nick Petrillo ’14 ex-
pressed enthusiasm and optimism 
about the team, as supported by its 
still sterling 5-1 record.

“I think we’ve got the best team 
we’ve had in my four years here,” 
Petrillo said. “We just put in an un-
paralleled amount of work this win-
ter. The work ethic changed. From 

“It’s all about being quiet and 
listening to the water, watching and 
feeling your teammates around you, 
doing exactly the same thing at ex-
actly the same time in an effective 
rhythm,” she said. “When you get 
that, it’s really awesome and really re-
warding. I would say that most of the 
time we’re working towards that, and 
that’s part of one of the challenges of 
it. The team has developed in such a 
way that we’re at a point now where 
all the boats are moving really well 
together.”

On the other end of levels of 
experience, novices also overwhelm-
ingly felt positive about the future 
and the tightly knit community that 
is the crew team.

“It’s been a great experience 
so far,” said Connor Schon ’16. 
“Essentially, it defines my experience 
at Wesleyan. It’s that much of a com-
mitment. Great guys, great coaches 
to work with. It’s a fun thing. I never 
did anything like it. I mean, I was 
on the tennis team in high school, 
which is definitely a far cry from 
crew. This is taxing both physically 
and mentally. But it’s worth it.”

Likewise, Annalee Holmdahl 
’17 shared her experience as a novice 
rower. A swimmer of seven years, she 
was eager to move onto a new sport, 
and crew fit the bill perfectly.

“I did one season in high school 
[with] a crew team that [had] just 
started,” she said. “It was really fun 
to relearn all of the basics. Everyone 
was so nice. It’s a sport where, when 
you’re racing, someone’s like yell-
ing at you and telling you exactly 
what you need to do. I was so used 
to swimming, where there’s no noise 
whatsoever. And it helps me so 
much.”

In a strong and hopeful con-
cluding tone, Petrillo summed up 
the competitive attitude and unified 
mentality reverberating throughout 
the crew teams.

“We’ll succeed together and 
we’ll fail together,” he said.  “But I 
think we’re ready to succeed.”

top to bottom, we have guys that 
are working extraordinarily hard 
and putting in some serious hours. 
It’s also a very mature team, which 
I think is fantastic because we treat 
every practice very seriously. I think 
we’re setting ourselves up for one of 
the more successful seasons we’ve 
had and that’s what we expect.”

Looking even beyond the up-
coming race against Williams on 
Saturday, April 19, to ECACs in 
early May, Petrillo went further into 
his predictions for the season.

“The squad expects medals this 
year,” he said. “I think we’ve put in 
the amount of work where we’re not 
rowing for second place in any race 
we’re in. I think we’re going to go 
into Trinity expecting for it to be a 
hard race, but one that we can pull 
out. [With] Williams [I feel] the 
same way. Both [of ] those teams are 
great teams. We think we can hang 
with the big dogs when we’re ready 
for it.”

Women’s Captains Clare Doyle 
’14 and Kayla Cloud ’14 also shared 
optimism about the season.

“We definitely have a lot of 
work to do as we go forward,” Doyle 
said. “Hoping to keep improving 
each week. But right now, we’re do-
ing well. We’re confident. The whole 
team is working very hard.”

Cloud echoed the cohesion 
that resounds throughout both crew 
teams.

“You really give a lot of yourself 
to this sport and the people that you 
row with,” Cloud said. “I actually 
saw this really cool video on trust to-
day, and how you have to really trust 
other people around you. It was talk-
ing about how trusting is relaxing 
and letting go. And that’s such an in-
teresting way to think about it with 
crew because it’s such a high inten-
sity sport. But you have to be relaxed 
with the people that you’re rowing 
with. Otherwise there’s no rhythm.”

Doyle agreed and further em-
phasized the importance of unity 
among team members.

RECYCLE 
THIS 
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and forced a decisive tie-breaker set. 
This spring, Softness has found her-
self in the heat of several tiebreaker 
sets. Her most recent tiebreaker rep-
resented her fourth of the season. 
Although her first two tiebreakers 
were forced by her opponent and re-
sulted in two wins, the third one was 
forced by Softness and ended in a 
loss. Nonetheless, she did not let her 
past affect her current play, and she 
came away with a win after a back-
and-forth tiebreaker set.

After facing two match points 
that would have cost her the game, 
Softness scored three consecutive 
points and won the match 3-6, 6-4, 
(12-10).

“It was the most fun I have ever 
had playing tennis…. I was just hav-
ing fun, so I played better than I nor-
mally do,” said Softness.

The team’s defeat sets the 
Cardinals further back to a 2-4 
NESCAC record and a 4-7 overall 
record. However, Wesleyan’s future is 
looking bright, as they have several 
favorable matchups on the horizon. 
The first will be this Wednesday, April 
16 against Connecticut College, who 
the Redbirds handily beat last year, 
winning 7-2. Although the squad 
will have to travel to New London to 
face the Camels, Wesleyan hasn't lost 
to its NESCAC rivals since 2011.
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Difficult Road Ahead After Two Men’s Tennis Losses
By Gili Lipman

Assistant Sports Editor

The men’s tennis team severely 
hurt its chances of qualifying for the 
conference tournament after losing 
matches to Trinity and Middlebury. 
Wesleyan kept it close against the 
Bantams when it visited the John 
Wood Memorial Courts, ultimately 
falling 4-5 on Thursday, April 10, 
before Middlebury beat the Cards 
2-7 in Middletown two days later.

Mike Liu ’17 picked up a key 
win for the Cardinals against Trinity 
after taking care of his opponent at 
second singles by a score of 6-4, 6-4. 
Liu’s intensity rose throughout the 
duration of the match, and he viva-
ciously shouted out “Let’s go Wes!” 
to punctuate his victory after the 
match concluded.

Michael King ’16 was shut out 
from winning a game in the first set 
of his match, but Wesleyan’s fifth 
singles player battled back, winning 
the next two sets 6-4, 6-1 to take the 
match. At sixth singles, Zacko Brint 
’16 took care of his opponents in 
straight sets, 6-2, 6-4.

After Head Coach Michael 
Fried reconfigured some of the 
doubles pairings, the team went 1-2 
against Trinity. The one win came 

at third doubles, where Brint and 
Charlie Seifer ’15 snuck out a 9-7 
victory. The two had not played with 
each other since the team’s spring 
break trip to Florida.

“We learned a lot about team 
chemistry the last time we played,” 
Brint said. “We both really adapted 
to one another. He thrives when he 
has a lot of positive reinforcement, 
and I need to be pressed like a front-
running racehorse. Also, Charlie is 
one of the hardest-working players 
on the team. I’m really happy with 
how we were able to execute on big 
plays and execute together.”

Cameron Hicks ’17 got some 
imperative experience, teaming up 
with Greg Lyon ’17 at first doubles, 
though the team fell 4-8 against 
that top competition. At second 
doubles, Jake Roberts ’17 and Sam 
Rudovsky ’16 lost their first match 
of the spring, dropping the contest 
by a score of 3-8.

The other three singles matches 
for the Cardinals resulted in close 
defeats. Roberts lost in straight sets 
at first singles, 6-7, 5-7. The fresh-
man has enjoyed a very successful 
season headlining the team’s roster.

“It allows me to play against the 
best players in the division, and with 
the strength of the NESCAC, some 

of the best DIII players in the coun-
try,” Roberts said of playing first sin-
gles as a freshman. “I have improved 
in many facets of my game, as the 
top of the division features a wide 
variety of player types. It also helps 
my mental toughness playing, for 
the most part, guys who are three-to-
four years older than I am, and who 
have so much more experience.”

Rudovsky was victorious in 
the first set 6-4, but dropped the 
next two 1-6, 5-7 to lose his match 
at third singles. Stephen Monk ’15 
played the final match of the day at 
fourth singles. Monk and his oppo-
nent split the first two sets 6-3, 4-6, 
but after a few questionable calls, 
Monk lost the deciding set 2-6, 
giving Trinity the team victory and 
Wesleyan its first home loss of the 
season.

The team faced another 
NESCAC foe on Saturday, April 
12 when Middlebury came to visit, 
dealing the Redbirds a defeat more 
handily than the Bantams had ear-
lier in the week. Roberts lost another 
tight match at first singles after win-
ning the first set. He dropped the 
next two sets 4-7, 6-7.

“I think the matches this past 
week came down to experience and 
playing the big points well,” Roberts 

said. “I had many chances to win 
both of the matches; I just came 
up a bit short on the points I really 
needed to win.”

Despite the loss, Roberts 
seemed confident that these matches 
will prepare him more for the future.

“It will raise my confidence, 
knowing I can compete against some 
of the best guys in Division III,” 
Roberts said. “But at the same time, 
it will get me pushing for the next 
win, as I need to figure out how to 
pull out one of these close ones.”

Liu continued his strong play 
at second singles after beating his 
Middlebury opponent in a super tie-
breaker 10-8. The first two sets were 
split 6-4, 1-6. The other point for 
the Cardinals came at third singles, 
where Brint and Seifer were victori-
ous 8-6.

Brint was not as successful 
solo against the Panthers as he was 
against Trinity. The sophomore lost 
at sixth singles 0-6, 3-6.

“Saturday, I was outmatched 
but could have performed a lot bet-
ter,” Brint said. “I had opportunities 
against Middlebury, but just failed 
to capitalize. Overall, it was a fair 
singles weekend for me. I’d like to 
improve my speed at the net. I think 
the team is going to continue to 

work a lot on doubles.”
The team’s next challenge will 

come at Little Three rival Amherst 
on Saturday, April 19.

“We will have to beat Amherst, 
a top-five team in the country, and 
Bates,” Brint said when asked what 
the team needed to do to earn a 
postseason bid. “I’m not sure what 
will happen. This team will continue 
to work hard and fight. We are in-
credibly young. We only have one 
or two upperclassmen playing in the 
lineup any day. Wes tennis has an ex-
tremely bright future.”

If the Cardinals have any as-
pirations of making the NESCAC 
tournament, they are going to have 
to raise their level of play. Currently 
3-4 through seven conference 
matches, Wesleyan is tied for sev-
enth in the NESCAC; only the top 
six tennis teams qualify for postsea-
son play.

“We will have to play better 
tennis on all six singles courts and 
all three doubles courts,” Roberts 
said. “We are a very young team, 
with lots of room for improvement, 
but the bottom line is that some of 
the top teams in the division are just 
outplaying us right now. We need to 
improve, both mentally and physi-
cally.”

Men’s Lax Skates Past Polar Bears on Senior Day
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After beating Bowdoin 11-10, the men’s lacrosse team has won seven of the last eight games in which it has scored double-digit goals.

By Grant Lounsbury
Staff Writer

As the weather finally started 
to heat up, so did the competition 
for the men’s lacrosse team. On 
Saturday, April 12, the Cardinals 
hosted the Polar Bears of Bowdoin. 
It was the first game on Jackson 
Field after a long winter, played with 
a game-time temperature of 70 de-
grees under a warm spring sun. With 
a big hometown crowd and the smell 
of roses handed out by the 13 seniors 
to their parents on Senior Day, the 
Cardinals could not have asked for 
anything more, except a win. After 
60 minutes of hard-fought lacrosse, 
the Cardinals got that wish, too, 
besting the Bears 11-10. With the 
victory, the Cardinals moved to 10-3 
on the season with a 7-1 NESCAC 
record, securing sole possession of 
first place in the conference; the 
Bears fell to 9-4, sitting in third in 
the NESCAC with a 6-3 conference 
record.

“It’s really special; this was for 
first place in the NESCAC at the 
current moment,” said Captain 
Sam Stanton ’14. “We’re thrilled. 
Obviously Senior Day is a nice 
thing, but every game matters just 
as much, and this was no different.”

The Cardinals, with emotions 
running high, could not have asked 
for a better start, quickly jumping 
out to a 3-0 lead in a span of two 
minutes. After Quentin DellaFera 
’15 netted the third goal, the Bears 
were forced to call a timeout to try 
and stop the bleeding.

“I was very, very proud of their 
effort, because, you know, Bowdoin 
is a very good team,” said Head 
Coach John Raba. “They beat 
Amherst earlier in the year, they are 
one of the top teams in the league, 
and we knew it was going to be a 
grinding-type game.”

After the timeout, the Bears 
regrouped and took control of the 
game, winning the next five face-
offs and scoring four unanswered 
goals. Suddenly down 4-3, the 
Cardinals had to call a timeout of 
their own with just under five min-
utes left in the first quarter. The two 
teams traded goals to the end, the 
first half knotted at five. The Bears 
opened the third quarter promptly 
taking the lead, but the Cardinals 
answered with a 3-0 run to regain 

the lead for the first time since the 
opening period.

“I am proud of the way we 
came out, but also very proud of 
the way when they responded how 
we responded back, and that was 
the difference between the Amherst 
game and the Bowdoin game,” 
Raba said. “We were able to answer 
some goals.”

Heading into the final 15 min-
utes of regulation, the Cards had an 
8-6 lead, but the Polar Bears were 
determined to not go down with-
out a fight. They tied the game at 
eight apiece with 8:51 to play. Less 
than a minute later, Nate Ryan ’15 
scored his eighth goal of the sea-
son, putting the Cards back in the 
lead. Bowdoin did not let its deficit 
last, though, responding to Ryan’s 
goal immediately. Just six seconds 
of game time later, after winning a 
questionable faceoff, the Bears had 
tied it back up. They won the next 
faceoff and scored again in just 14 
seconds more, giving Bowdoin a 

10-9 edge.
With 5:51 on the scoreboard, 

Captain Aidan Daniell ’14 gave life 
back to the fans, beating Bowdoin’s 
keeper for an equalizer. Exactly one 
minute later, Daniell fed fellow se-
nior Graham Macnab for the game-
winning goal, which also complet-
ed Macnab’s hat trick on the day; 
he was one of two Cards to score 
so prolifically against Bowdoin, as 
DellaFera put home three goals as 
well. Macnab had bookended the 
scoring for the Cardinals, giving 
them their first and last goals of the 
victory.

“I thought we played great,” 
said Captain Elliot Albert ’14. “I 
mean there were definitely times 
when I thought we could have 
played better, but, you know, that’s 
the game: it’s tough at times, but it’s 
how you respond, and I was really 
proud of our guys for that, the way 
we responded to adversity.”

After a questionable no-call of 
a push with possession, Bowdoin 

regained the ball with 30 seconds 
left. Only seven ticks remained 
when the Bears called a timeout to 
set up what they hoped would be 
a game-tying goal to send the con-
test into OT. They got a shot off, 
but Justin Schick ’15 made his sixth 
save of the game as time expired, 
preserving the Wesleyan win.

“I am very happy with the 
overall team effort,” Raba said. “We 
had to score some goals at the end 
there in the fourth quarter to put 
it away and we did. We came with 
some big plays and I couldn’t be 
more proud of the guys.”

With a week before the re-
match of last season’s NESCAC 
Championship at Tufts on Saturday, 
April 19, the Cardinals will first 
prepare by watching film and get-
ting a feeling for their foes.

“They run a very frenetic, fast-
paced offense and have some guys 
who can really shoot the ball and 
we have to have a pretty good plan 
to try and take away some of their 

strengths if we can,” Raba said.
The Tufts Jumbos are current-

ly ranked second in the NESCAC 
standings with a conference record 
of 6-1.

“Every game is a battle,” 
Daniell said. “We love playing here 
on our grass, but no matter what, 
it is going to be a close game with 
every team in the NESCAC.”

There is a lot more on the line 
for both teams than just the pride 
that comes with at win. Although 
the Jumbos will still face the Bears 
on Wednesday, April 23 after they 
square off against the Cards, the 
winner of the game this Saturday 
will most likely clinch the first seed 
for the NESCAC tournament and 
home field advantage.

“They are tough to beat up 
there, but this is a big, big game 
because this could basically set the 
tone for who is going to host the 
NESCAC playoffs,” Raba said. “It 
will be for the first seed, and I think 
our guys will be excited.”
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“I don’t think I have any expec-
tations anymore with the hammer,” 
Livious remarked. “It’s just fun to do, 
and I just work on technique more and 
more.”

With NESCACs rapidly ap-
proaching, the team has been mainly 
focusing on preparations for this im-
portant stretch of its season.

“As far as confidence goes for the 
championship season, I can never get 
too comfortable,” Livious noted. “It’s 
all uphill from here. But, my consisten-
cy is actually coming along really well.”

On the men’s side, spectators were 
treated to familiar victorious sights; 
namely, Agbon Edomwonyi ’16 and 
LaDarius Drew ’15 dominating yet 
again in their respective events. Drew 
won the 200m dash and placed third 
in the 100m, and despite increased 

Track: Track and Field 
Dominates Elmer Swanson 
Invitational on Home Track

competition, Edomwonyi captured the 
discus, hammer throw, and shot put. 
With four straight victories in the shot 
put, Edomwonyi is not showing any 
signs of slowing down.

“The competition was not too bad 
this weekend,” Edomwonyi said. “It 
helped me struggle to win, as many of 
the other competitors were close to me 
distance-wise. It has been nice to pull out 
this many wins this season.”

Wesleyan had other place winning 
efforts with Will Dudek ’17 and Paul 
Brauchle ’17 placing second and third 
in the 800m, respectively, but the most 
important performance may have been 
the fourth place finish of Luca Ameri ’15, 
who has returned from a hamstring inju-
ry. His finish after having been sidelined 
all season bodes well for the success of the 
Cardinals this championship season.

“[Coming back from an injury] 
feels great,” Ameri said. “An injury is the 

most frustrating thing that can happen to 
a runner.”

With his time of 2:00.50 being 
only seconds off first place, it’s tough for 
Ameri not to be optimistic as he returns 
for this crucial portion of the outdoor 
season.

“My goals are the same as al-
ways,” Ameri said. “Continue to set 
personal records, and perform well at 
NESCACs.”

Coming up, the Cardinals prepare 
for an April 19 journey to Amherst, 
where the annual Little Three meet 
will set the championship season in 
motion.

“I hope to ride this past Saturday’s 
emotional high into thoroughly crush-
ing the hopes and dreams of the 
Williams and Amherst throwers,” 
Edomwonyi declared. “I know the en-
tire team is excited and ready for Little 
Threes.”
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Eleven Wesleyan women, including Karley Dutra ’14 and Idara Foster   
’15, had first place finishes at the Elmer Swanson Invitational.

Softball Swept in Middlebury Heartbreakers
By Michael Sheldon

Staff Writer

On Friday, April 11, the softball 
team traveled to Vermont to take on 
Middlebury in a three-game week-
end series. The Cardinals pushed the 
Panthers into extra innings twice, 
but were not quite able to earn any 
victories up north.

Su Pardo ’16, coming off a 
strong series against Hamilton, took 
to the hill to start the first game of 
the set on Friday. Pardo was effective 
through the first two innings, blank-
ing the Middlebury offense through 
those two frames. The Cardinal of-
fense, however, also failed to score, 
and Pardo began to give ground in 
the third.

After earning two strikeouts, 
offering two walks, and giving up 
a single, Pardo found herself pitch-
ing with the bases loaded and two 
outs in the bottom of the third. At 
that point, she let up a bases-clear-
ing double, putting the Cardinals 
in a 3-0 hole. Though Middlebury 
would score again later in the game, 
this was all the production the 
Panthers would need to down the 

Late Push Doesn’t Get Women’s Lax Past Bowdoin
By Craig Weinhaus

Contributing Writer

After a 9-3 loss at the hands of 
a talented Trinity squad on Tuesday, 
April 8, the women’s lacrosse team 
traveled to Brunswick, Maine to 
take on the Bowdoin Polar Bears. 
Though the Polar Bears are ranked 
seventh in the NESCAC stand-
ings with a record of 4-5, they are 
currently one of eight NESCAC 
teams ranked nationally, at 16th  in 
Division III. With so many nation-
ally ranked teams in the conference, 
the Cardinals’ schedule poses many 
tough challenges. Bowdoin was yet 
another one, and while the Cards 
battled, they fell 9-6.

Cardinals.
Abigail Rutt ’17 smacked an 

RBI triple and was stranded at third, 
and Jill Gately ’15 crushed a solo 
home run on an otherwise quiet day 
for the Cardinal offense. The two 
runs were all Wesleyan would mus-
ter over the course of the contest.

Captain Laura Getchell ’14 was 
moved to the mound to start the 
bottom of the fourth, and was ef-
fective in relief. She allowed just one 
earned run over the course of a well-
pitched 1.1 innings, but two more 
unearned runs were surrendered 
during her time on the mound due 
to errors in the field. The score was 
set from the end of the fifth inning 
on: Middlebury took the game 6-2.

The teams met again for games 
two and three of the series in a 
doubleheader on Saturday, April 
12. Pardo took the mound once 
again, and had a much better out-
ing, keeping the Panther offense at 
bay through the game.

Scoring opened in the top of 
the first: Jamie Hom ’17 and Mollie 
Grunat ’16 each contributed RBI 
singles to put the Cardinals up 2-0 
early. That score held steady until 

the bottom of the fifth inning.
With two outs in the fifth, 

Pardo walked the third batter of 
the inning and then surrendered 
an RBI double to the fourth batter. 
However, she worked herself out of 
the jam, striking out the next batter 
she faced to preserve a 2-1 lead.

The Cardinals carried this lead 
into the bottom of the seventh, 
with Pardo still on the mound, 
looking to finish the game herself. 
However, after a quick strikeout, 
Pardo walked a batter and then al-
lowed two singles, the second of 
which drove in the game-tying run. 
Pardo survived the rest of the in-
ning, but Middlebury had tied the 
score at two, and the game was go-
ing to extra innings.

Both teams held each other 
until the 10th, when Angelina 
Massoia ’17 drove in Pardo on a 
soft infield single. Wesleyan car-
ried a 3-2 lead into the bottom of 
the 10th, and Pardo again took to 
the mound to try and close out the 
game.

NESCAC rules state that if a 
game progresses through the 10th 
inning or further, each team will 

automatically start with a runner on 
second base. As such, Middlebury 
came up to bat in the bottom of the 
tenth with a runner already on. All it 
took for the team to get that runner 
in was an errant throw.

Pardo induced a groundball to 
third, but Gately erred on her throw, 
allowing the runner from second to 
score and tie the game. A few batters 
later, a sacrifice fly notched a walk-
off win for the Panthers. Both runs 
scored by Middlebury in the 10th 
were unearned.

Several Wesleyan players had 
big performances: Massoia went 
2-for-4, Hom was 3-4, and Captain 
Amy Lindland ’14 was 2-for-5 with 
a run scored. Pardo had 10 strike-
outs and just two earned runs over 
the course of 9.2 innings. However, 
these efforts were not enough to get 
the win.

The action picked right back 
up again as the teams started their 
third game, this time with Getchell 
taking the mound to start. Getchell, 
coming off a rough stretch of re-
cent outings, was very effective: 
she held the Panthers to three runs 
over seven innings, picking up five 

strikeouts along the way. However, 
the Wesleyan offense was unable 
to provide much in the way of run 
support.

At the end of seven, the score 
was 3-3, and the two teams were 
headed to extra innings for the sec-
ond time that day.

The Cardinals threatened in 
the top of the eighth, putting run-
ners on the corners with one out 
after Rutt doubled and Grunat 
reached on an error. However, the 
Cardinals were unable to capitalize, 
as the next two batters were retired 
without incident.

Getchell returned to the 
mound in the bottom of the eighth, 
where she fell victim to a costly 
error in left field that allowed the 
Panthers to score the game-winning 
run, unearned. Again, Middlebury 
walked off with a win on the heels 
of a Wesleyan error.

The series sweep all but dashed 
Wesleyan’s playoff hopes. To have 
any shot, the team will likely have 
to sweep its upcoming three-game 
set against Williams, which boasts 
a 5-1 conference record. That series 
starts on Friday, April 18.

The Polar Bears jumped out to 
an early 3-0 lead in the first 15 min-
utes of play, with Bowdoin’s Jordan 
Smith scoring each of the three 
goals. With about five minutes 
remaining in the first half, Caty 
Daniels ’15 opened up the scoring 
for Wesleyan with her 10th goal of 
the season. Bowdoin answered with 
another goal from Smith about a 
minute later, making it 4-1 at the 
half. Smith finished with six goals 
in the game.

Captain Madeline Coulter ’14 
opened up the scoring in the sec-
ond half with her 16th goal of the 
season on a free position shot about 
two minutes in. After two more 
Bowdoin goals, Abby Wheeler ’17 

netted her 11th of the season to 
make it 6-3. Bowdoin quickly an-
swered with a goal 17 seconds 
later, which was followed up by a 
Cardinal score off a free position 
shot by Leah Sherman ’15, her 12th 
goal on the year.

After two more Bowdoin goals 
made it 9-4, Liana Mathias ’17 and 
Morgan Moubayed ’17 each struck 
for the Cardinals, making the score 
9-6 with about six minutes left to 
play. Wesleyan was not able to cut 
any further into the lead, however; 
Moubayed’s goal would be the last 
of the game, and Bowdoin was able 
to hold on for the 9-6 win.

With an aggressive game-
plan, Wesleyan forced Bowdoin 
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into 13 turnovers, with midfielder 
Moubayed causing three herself and 
picking up three ground balls. Emily 
Gretsky ’16 picked up two ground 
balls, giving her a total of 24 on the 
season, good for second- most on the 
team. Along with her goal, Wheeler 
was able to secure five draw controls 
in the game as well. Goalkeeper 
Nina Labovich ’16, came away with 
seven saves in the game.

“I think we showed some fight 
and that we’re still growing as a 
team,” starting defender Meghan 
Kelly ’17 wrote in an e-mail to The 
Argus.

Growth is a keyword for this 
Cardinal team, as a handful of de-
veloping freshman, like Kelly, have 

played key roles on the team this 
season.

“I think game experience at 
such a young age will definitely 
give us an advantage in the com-
ing years,” Kelly said, “But it’s also 
really important to just keep focus 
on this year and this team and this 
season.”

With their loss to Bowdoin, the 
Cardinals’ record moved to 0-8 in 
the NESCAC and 5-8 overall. With 
the conference playoffs out of reach, 
the Cardinals will look to finish 
out the season strong with contests 
against Tufts and Conn College. 
The Cards will play their final home 
game of the season at Smith Field 
against Tufts on Saturday, April 19.
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