
By Matt Shelley-Reade
Staff Writer

On Thursday, March 27, 
Connecticut lawmakers passed legisla-
tion to increase the state’s minimum 
wage to $10.10 per hour by 2017, 
making it the highest minimum wage 
imposed by a state. With the pas-
sage of this legislation, Connecticut 
became the first state to respond to 
President Barack Obama’s plea to raise 
the minimum wage to $10.10, a task 
he has only been able to accomplish 
for federal contract workers via an ex-
ecutive order. The bill passed through 
the Democrat-controlled Connecticut 
General Assembly with 21 votes in 
the Senate and 87 votes in the House; 
it was signed into law by Democrat 
Governor Dannel P. Malloy.

Connecticut State Representative 
and Wesleyan alumnus Matthew Lesser 
’10, who voted in favor of the bill, 

New Minimum Wage Law To 
Affect University Students

commented on the importance of the 
legislation.

“It was a proud vote for basic fair-
ness and economic justice, and a sign 
that Connecticut can lead the nation 
in fighting for our progressive values,” 
Lesser wrote in an email to The Argus. 
“The bill was designed to bring the 
minimum wage back to where it was, 
adjusted for inflation, in 1969, the 
same year men landed on the moon. 
Low-wage workers’ wages have plum-
meted over the years in real terms, 
lowering social mobility and increasing 
economic inequality to levels not seen 
since the Great Depression.”

Wesleyan Student Assembly 
(WSA) representative on the 
Sustainability, Facilities, and Finance 
Committee Scott Elias ’14 commented 
on the actual decline in the minimum 
wage over the years.

“There’s been a huge gap between 
wages and productivity,” Elias said. 

“For most workers, their wages, 
in real terms, are stagnant or de-
clining. Today, the earned income 
tax credit and the minimum wage 
combined is less than the minimum 
wage was under Ronald Reagan, 
just to put that in perspective. I 
think Americans deserve a wage 
hike…. If you raise the minimum 
wage, that means individuals have 
more purchasing power.”

Connecticut’s minimum wage 
increase will have implications on 
the University and its students. 
Senior Associate Director of the 
Financial Aid Office Sean Martin 
commented on the changes that the 
University will make in accordance 
with the wage hike.

“Wesleyan will continue to 
pay students in accordance with 
state labor law,” Martin wrote in 
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By Jenny Davis
Assistant Opinion Editor

On Thursday, March 27, rep-
resentatives from the Decarcerate 
Coalition’s Connecticut chapter 
(Decarcerate), along with Connecticut 
residents and University students, met 
to collaborate on efforts opposing the 
opening of a short-term lockup facility 
for juvenile girls convicted of non-vio-
lent offenses in Middletown.

Decarcerate describes itself as a 
community dedicated to changing ar-
rest and sentencing laws to reduce the 
number of people incarcerated, di-
minishing the budget of the criminal 
justice system, reinvesting the money 
in addressing human need, and im-
proving prison conditions to prioritize 
education and vocational programs for 
those who remain incarcerated.

Ashe Kilbourne ’14, a member of 
Decarcerate, is opposed to the facility 

because of the violence it would perpe-
trate on communities.

“The prison system is designed 
to take low-income, mostly black 
and Latino people off the streets,” 
Kilbourne said. “It’s most effective 
when it’s able to target them when 
they’re young, which is what this [facil-
ity] aims to do.”

Kilbourne is additionally com-
pelled to oppose the facility, located 
just two and a half miles from the 
University’s campus, because of its im-
pact on Middletown.

“It’s happening in our town,” she 
said. “Plenty of people could be from 
Middletown, a community we share 
and take space from.”

The facility is not a long-term 
lockup, but rather a 30-day program 
for juveniles with histories of abscond-
ing from previous programs. 

DECARCERATE, page 3

Cardinal Baseball Wallops  
Elms Blazers in Home Opener

By Toby Rosen
Staff Writer

Returning to Dresser Diamond 
with a bang, the Wesleyan baseball team 
(11-5) blew out Elms College (2-9) 
15-2 in its home opener on Wednesday, 
April 2. The Blazers were no match for 
the Cardinals. Wesleyan was the stron-
ger team just about any way you size it 
up. The Cards hit better, pitched better, 
and, most notably, fielded better. Elms 
languished with the leather throughout, 
committing three errors.

 Gavin Pittore ’16 started on the 
hill for the Cards and set the tone for 
Wesleyan. He got ahead in counts using 
his fastball to set the Blazers down in or-
der in the first. He was the first of eight 
Cardinal pitchers used in the game. 
Why so many?

Coalition Advocates 
Against Lockup Facility

“We have some really good pitch-
ing depth, and we want to get all those 
guys experience,” said Head Coach 
Mark Woodworth. “And get them as 
many innings as we can, and that’s one 
way to do that. Also, it helps get guys 
primed and ready for the weekend and 
league games.”

In the bottom of the first, after 
an Andrew Yin ’15 groundout, Ellis 
Schaefer ’17 was hit by a pitch; he was 
the first of four Cardinals beaned by 
Blazer pitching. Donnie Cimino ’15 fol-
lowed that up by legging out an infield 
single, extending his hit streak to 16 out 
of 16 games played.

After both Cardinal base run-
ners advanced on a passed ball, Sam 
Goodwin-Boyd ’15 nubbed a slow 
grounder to the Elms pitcher, who pro-
ceeded to throw the ball closer to Olin 

than his first baseman. This play al-
lowed two unearned runs to score. 
Unfortunately for the Blazers, this 
would be the theme of the day.

In the bottom of the third, 
Wesleyan got a clutch two-out 
RBI single off the bat of Jonathan 
Dennett ’15, who also extended his 
hit streak to 16 games, to stretch 
the lead to 3-1. Looking at the final 
score, the RBI may not seem like 
much, but at the time it loomed 
large.

“I was just looking to make 
something happen,” Dennett said. 
“Elms wasn’t really too strong de-
fensively. So as long as I put the ball 
in play, something could happen. 
It was a fastball, little in, took it to 

Neuro Labs Collaborate 
on Cure for Epilepsy

By Gabe Rosenberg
Features Editor

This article is the first of a two-
part series about stem cell, epilepsy, 
and electrophysiology labs in the 
Biology and Neuroscience & Behavior 
Departments. Part two will be pub-
lished on Tuesday, April 8.

After the brain is removed from 
a mouse, it can remain alive for up 
to 10 hours. In a neurobiology and 
behavior lab in Hall-Atwater, it’s an 
eventful 10 hours.

Robin Cotter  MA ’14 transfers 
dime-sized slices of the brain from 
the skull cavity and places them in 
a petri dish filled with  artificial ce-
rebrospinal solution (ACSF). ACSF 
mimics the fluid surrounding the 

brain inside the head; comprised 
primarily of salt, the fluid bubbles 
with oxygen pumped into the dish 
from a tube.

Cotter takes a dish with a single 
coronal slice and bring it next door 
to an electrophysiology rig that takes 
up half the room. She places the 
brain sliver into a recording cham-
ber and attaches an electrode to each 
hemisphere. Then, she flips a switch 
on a connecting rig, adding a mol-
ecule called bicuculline to the spinal 
fluid.

Within 20 minutes, the solu-
tion causes the cells in a small area 
of the brain slice to fire uncontrol-
lably. The firing spreads quickly, 
jumping from one hemisphere to 
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Jack Lewis ’15 and Katie Solomon ’15 hope to play more con-
certs at Wes this semester. See more on page 14.
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Jack and Katie Debut
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— Middletown, Connecticut, since 1868 —

Zach Gandee ’15 was one of eight Cardinals to take the mound in a breezy 15-2 win over Elms College.
SHANNON WELCH/STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
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By Courtney Laermer
Assistant News Editor

The Center for Prison 
Education (CPE) recently re-
ceived a $300,000 grant from 
the Ford Foundation to support 
the prolongation of the program.

In 2009, the CPE was es-
tablished by students who had 
spent their time at the University 
engaged in prison activism. 
Through the program, prison-
ers at the Cheshire and York 
Correctional Institutions are 
provided the opportunity to ap-
ply to take accredited Wesleyan 
courses taught by faculty mem-
bers from the University.

Prison Education Program 
Manager Dara Young explained 
that there used to be over three 
hundred prison reform pro-
grams; since 1994, the majority 
of the programs have shut down. 
The CPE is part of the second 
wave of emerging, privately-
funded programs.

“Prison reform has been a 
marginal issue [for a long time],” 
Young said. “Not only has prison 
reform started to come to the 
floor as a national conversation, 
but college in prison has also be-
come part of [conversation]. Not 
only are people starting to care 
about [prison reform], but [peo-
ple are realizing] that education 
is a key component of it.”

Through the program, fac-
ulty members at the University 
are responsible for teaching a 
class of 36 students. The incar-
cerated students participating in 
the CPE receive a comprehensive 
curriculum, including courses 
in the humanities and social sci-
ences. The student inmates work 
with University students as well. 
These student volunteers act as 
writing tutors, teaching assis-
tants, and peers.

“I think the CPE is a won-
derful program fulfilling an im-
portant mission,” said Professor 
of English Sean McCann, 
who teaches at the Cheshire 
Correctional Institution. “I be-
lieve it provides a vital service to 
student inmates and that it of-
fers profound opportunities to 
Wesleyan faculty and students 
to deepen their understanding of 
liberal education.”

Young explained that, be-
cause the CPE is a privately 
funded organization, the pro-
gram is very grateful for the re-
cent grant.

“We exist only by the peo-

ple who support us,” Young said. 
“Without funding from different 
places and individual donors, as well 
as small foundations, we would not 
exist.”

CPE Fellow Zachary Fischman 
’13 explained that the CPE applied 
for the grant in late 2013. He not-
ed the significance of the monetary 
contribution.

“[CPE] chose to apply for a 
grant from the Ford Foundation be-
cause the foundation had recently 
assembled a task force whose pur-
pose is to fund initiatives that seek 
to offer post-secondary education 
inside of prison walls,” Fischman 
said. “Access to post-secondary edu-
cation in prison has a dramatic effect 
on reducing recidivism rates.“

Young explained that the Ford 
Foundation’s grant is a general oper-
ating grant that will be responsible 
for funding the program as a whole, 
rather than be used for a specific 
project. She expressed her gratitude 
for working with the CPE.

“The most fun part for me is 
getting to spend time with incar-
cerated students who are very in-
telligent, intellectually curious, en-
gaging, and endlessly interested in 
anything you know about or have 
to say,” Young said. “They are really 
fun people and great to hang out 
with. That is the part that I think 
about, and it keeps the job fun.”

Fischman added that this fund-
ing will help maintain and enhance 
the positive qualities of the CPE.

“This support comes at a criti-
cal time for our program, as we 
continue to offer exciting academ-
ic programming at Cheshire and 
York Correctional Institutions,” 
Fischman said.

Young added that the biggest 
impact of the grant is acknowledg-
ing the CPE for its efforts.

“I think it is an amazing rec-
ognition of the work that has been 
done over the past five years,” Young 
said. “It puts us in a position to not 
only continue what we have been 
doing, but to do it even better. We 
can bring more resources to our stu-
dents, strengthen the reentry piece 
of our program, and continue to do 
what we do, and do it even better to 
meet the needs of our students given 
the circumstances we are in.”

McCann expressed his excite-
ment about the grant.

“I am proud that Wesleyan of-
fers the CPE, and I’m thrilled that 
the Ford Foundation has award-
ed the program a major grant,” 
McCann said. “I think the grant will 
enable the program to grow while 
continuing its current success.”

Center for Prison 
Education Receives 
$300,000 Grant

C/O WESLEYAN CONNECTION

The Ford Foundation recently gave the Center for Prison Education 
a grant for $300,000 to continue its program.

By Katya Dajani
Contributing Writer

On Thursday, March 27, Nizar 
Farsakh came to the University to share 
his experiences as a Palestinian in the 
Middle East and his dedication to 
working with Israelis in hopes of peace-
fully resolving the Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict. Farsakh is currently the 
Program Director for Civil Society 
Partnerships at the Washington D.C.-
based nonprofit Project on Middle East 
Democracy. Additionally, he served for 
two years as the General Director of the 
General Delegation of the Palestinian 
Liberation Organization to the United 
States. He is affiliated with the Harvard 
Kennedy School of Government.

The talk was hosted by the 
University’s chapter of J Street U, a pro-
Israel and pro-peace organization that 
advocates a two-state solution to the 
conflict. The chapter aims to encour-
age dialogue between students through 
presentations like Farsakh’s.

“We also often communicate 
with other J Street U chapters about 
bringing speakers to campus or host-
ing other types of events,” wrote Emily 
Greenspan ’16, an organizer of the 
event, in an email to The Argus. “We 
generally try to bring speakers who 
can provide perspectives that students 
might not have heard before and give 
us additional abilities to think critically 
about the conflict.”

Greenspan explained why J Street 
U decided to invite Farsakh.

“For this talk in particular, we 
wanted to push the idea that not all 
Palestinians are for anti-normalization; 
in other words, people like Nizar be-
lieve that it is essential to work with 
Israelis in order to end the occupation 
and achieve a two-state solution rather 
than refuse to align with those who 
support the idea of Israel in any bor-
ders,” Greenspan wrote.

Farsakh’s talk highlighted the im-
portance of communication and un-
derstanding through several anecdotes 
about his experiences in the West Bank 
and abroad. He also spoke of many of 
the challenges he had to overcome as 
part of the Palestinian diaspora.

“Because we [Palestinians] are 
stateless, we get pushed around,” 
Farsakh said in an account of his expe-
rience at an Israeli checkpoint.

He explained that his ability to 
obtain a visa was often up to the whims 
of one person.

Despite some negative experi-
ences, Farsakh maintains a positive 
outlook.

“[I am a] Palestinian who has been 
victimized and continues to be victim-
ized,” Farsakh said. “[It is] up to me 
what I do with that.”

Farsakh believes that reaching an 
agreement is possible.

“We need to believe in the 
plausibility of the possible,” he said. 
“Believing that the world could be bet-
ter and continuing to believe it could 
be better is when change happens. 
There are no facts. There are percep-
tions. We’re not going to get anywhere 
until we see how the picture looks from 
their side.”

Students had an opportunity to 
ask questions about his views and expe-
riences after the lecture.

“The way he used a personal 
narrative to explain the difficulties in 
reaching an agreement was interest-
ing,” said Jordan Alexander ’17. “But 
as with most other talks about the 
conflict, I still feel lost as to what I can 
do to get both sides closer to an agree-
ment.”

Farsakh stated that there are ways 
to achieve Israel’s goal of security other 
than retaining a specific territory. He 
expressed respect for those on both 
sides of the conflict who have stood up 
for their beliefs, stating that the people 
who shared his values are his commu-
nity.

“I think it’s an issue where dia-
logue is absolutely necessary, since 
there will only be peace if both sides 
can compromise,” Alexander said. “It’s 
also a very dense issue with a lot of his-
tory, and having a healthy dialogue is 
the best way for people to learn more 
about the issue.”

In addition to talks such as these, 
the University chapter of J Street U is 
currently circulating a petition around 
the school supporting negotiations led 
by Secretary of State John Kerry to help 
achieve a two-state solution. Members 
plan to host coffee talks and other pre-
sentations in the future to allow stu-
dents to become more involved in the 
issue and hear the perspectives of those 
on all sides of the conflict.

“At the end of the day, both Nizar 
and J Street believe that this conflict 
does not have to be a zero-sum game,” 
Greenspan wrote. “If Israelis and 
Palestinians are to make peace, each 
side must come to realize the humanity 
in the other in order to achieve a com-
promise that results in a viable, pros-
perous Palestine state living alongside a 
secure Israel.”

Becca Caspar-Johnson ’15 wrote 
an email to The Argus about responses 
she has received from students about 
the forum.

“We had nothing but positive re-
actions from people who attended this 
event,” Caspar-Johnson wrote. “Nizar’s 
support of diplomatic solutions is es-
pecially important as of right now, 
when we’re reading in the news that 
the Israeli-Palestinian talks are hitting 
a rough spot and that neither govern-
ment is making the concessions that 
they need to be making to keep nego-
tiations going.”

J Street U Brings 
Nizar Farsakh to 
Campus

RECYCLE
THIS ARGUS
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an email to The Argus. “[...]The bill that 
was recently signed by the Governor in-
creasing minimum wage to $10.10/hour 
starting in 2017 means simply that, as we 
have done in the past, necessary adjust-
ments to students’ hourly pay will be made 
to ensure compliance with state labor law.”

With the rising costs of tuition, 
Lesser speculated on how the wage increase 
could help University students.

“Wesleyan students know as well 
as anyone that the costs for many things, 
higher education among them, have risen 
much faster than wages,” Lesser wrote in 
an email to The Argus. “So if raising the 
minimum wage will help work-study stu-
dents afford the cost of college, I’m all for 
it.”

Elias emphasized the benefits 
the wage increase would have on the 
University’s student body.

“From a student perspective, I also 
think it’s a good idea,” Elias said. “I think 
in general for low-income students at one 
of the most expensive universities, there are 
people who use their jobs to pay for their 
books [and] their school supplies to be able 
to go here…. I think it’s great for them be-
cause it takes a little bit of the burden off. 
[Raising the minimum wage] is a positive 
step. I don’t think it’s going to get rid of 
student debt problems, but I think it’ll 
[help students] deal with that problem.”

Although the increased pay would 
undoubtedly benefit student workers, Vice 
President for Equity and Inclusion and 

Title IX Officer Antonio Farias com-
mented on the importance of quality 
budgeting tactics.

“The real concern is, do we teach 
a level of financial management to 
students coming in, or do we simply 
expect that they already know this?” 
Farias said. “Because, again, whether 
it’s $10 an hour, whether it’s $15 an 
hour, or whether it’s $7 an hour, it’s a 
finite amount of resource coming into 
your wallet. Do you have the where-
withal, and do you have the under-
standing of how you can spend that 
money now?[...] Regardless of how you 
expend your money, if you realize [the 
importance of] saving…how would 
your life be different? How would you 
be better positioned as a graduate if, 
four years later, you now have a chunk 
of money?”

Further, Farias explored the need 
for a campus-wide discussion on the 
minimum wage and budgeting prac-
tices.

“I think it’s worth exploring 
minimum wage in the context of ev-
erything else that is a Wesleyan experi-
ence,” Farias said. “The student body 
that is most in need of a raise, in terms 
of their minimum wage standards...are 
more than likely on some sort of work-
study package. I think it behooves us 
to think about this across the board of 
how we expend money…. The only 
way we get to that is to have real con-
versations with real students that are 
experiencing this.”

Wages: Wesleyan 
Community Reacts 
to New Law

By Sofi Goode
Assistant News Editor

Women’s rights activists, film en-
thusiasts, and interested parties alike 
gathered in the Powell Family Cinema 
on Monday, March 31 for a screen-
ing of “After Tiller,” a documentary 
about late-term abortion doctors. The 
screening was hosted by Rho Epsilon 
Pi (Rho Ep), Clinic Escorts, and the 
Doula Project, in partnership with the 
Film Series.

The film, directed and produced 
by Lana Wilson ’05 and Martha Shane 
’05, follows the lives of the United 
States’ only four third-trimester abor-
tion doctors after the murder of Dr. 
George Tiller in 2009 at his local 
church in Wichita, Kan. Tiller was the 
fifth late-term abortion doctor in the 
United States, and was both a mentor 
and a friend to the other four doctors.

Wilson and Shane shadowed 
each doctor for roughly a month, 
capturing the difficulty of running a 
highly controversial practice in addi-
tion to their own ethical struggles with 
the procedure. Several patients were 
also featured in the film, though their 
names and faces were never revealed.

Following the screening, Wilson 
and Shane were both available for 
questions, and stressed that the goal of 
the film was not to politicize late-term 
abortions, but to help the audience 
understand why these doctors choose 
to offer this procedure.

“How can people understand 
what you’re doing when the only in-
formation about you has been crafted 
by this army of villains?” Wilson said. 
“There was so much heated rheto-
ric and [such a] shouting match over 
abortion in this country.... We wanted 
this to be quieter, so people could 
contemplate what was happening and 
form their own opinions.”

Shannon Welch ’14 represented 
both Clinic Escorts and the Doula 
Project. She stated that the film ex-

ceeded her expectations.
“My favorite scene was the con-

versation between one of the doc-
tors and her counselor, and even her 
counselor was doubting,” Welch said. 
“When you’re a clinic escort or you’re 
a doula, you will have some of those 
cases that challenge even your most 
pro-choice ideas. Seeing someone 
have a moment of doubt and then 
come back from it to that idea that it 
is really a choice was a great moment 
for me, and really inspiring.”

She further stressed that the film’s 
focus on the doctors and individual 
women was extremely compelling.

“[The film showed that] these 
doctors are still going to work, de-
spite all the threats against them, and 
they’re doing it with that mindset 
[that] this is a war over reproductive 
rights,” Welch said. “But it also had 
this aspect of female care and showed 
that women should be able to do what 
they know is right for their bodies.”

The film was also designed to 
educate audiences about why women 
choose to receive late-term abortion 
procedures, as the topic is often ex-
cluded from political abortion de-
bates.

“Even very pro-choice people 
don’t know why a women would end 
up in this situation, and certainly an-
ti-abortion people also don’t,” Shane 
said. “The most common response 
that we’ve had screening in all dif-
ferent parts of the country is, ‘It’s so 
much more complicated than I ever 
imagined before.’”

Welch agreed with the complex-
ity of the situation and felt that the 
film filled an important gap in popu-
lar discussion about abortion.

“There hasn’t been a dialogue 
about this particular kind of abor-
tion.... The doctors never really get a 
say,” Welch said. “I’ve always found it 
unimaginable, and the film made it so 
I didn’t have to imagine it, it was right 
there in front of [me]. There was an 

“After Tiller” Educates About Late-Term Abortions

email from a 14-year-old who wanted 
to hurt herself, and then there was a 
woman who just couldn’t raise the 
money for it, and then you’ve got the 
fetal anomaly issue. There are so many 
complicating factors that if you want 
to be informed and you want to talk 
about reproductive justice then you 
have to know that kind of stuff.”

Rho Ep Philanthropy Chair 
Rebecca Waxman ’16 was also highly 
involved in the planning process and 
stated that she was most surprised by 
the doctors’ strength.

“I was really in awe of them,” 
Waxman said. “What came across to 
me was, really, these are amazing peo-
ple. People don’t really think about 
late-term abortions...and the courage 
that it takes to do that. Also the im-
mense selflessness and kindness.... I 
was really blown away.”

The film was previously screened 
at the Sundance Film Festival, and 
Wilson and Shane have continually 

showed it to audiences of mixed po-
litical views. Though they specifically 
tried not to make the film politically 
charged, both expressed the hope that 
it will motivate audiences to think 
deeply about late-term abortions.

“We just hope that it will make 
more compassion for the doctors 
and the patients,” Wilson said. “You 
might disagree with the decisions that 
[they’re] making, but these situations 
are really complicated, really personal, 
and you can at least have a little com-
passion for them.”

Waxman stated that she found 
the film to be extremely thought pro-
voking, and hopes that it will contin-
ue to be shown to audiences on both 
sides of the issue.

“I would hope that it would push 
[people] to think about it,” Waxman 
said. “That’s definitely what I felt af-
ter [seeing] it. I feel far more educated 
about the topic, and it’s something 
that I want to think about more. I just 

HYERIN LEE/CONTRIBUTING PHOTOGRAPHER

Students and staff gathered on March 31st to watch the highly controversial film “After Tiller.”

hope it gets people thinking about 
the whole picture when it comes to 
these kinds of issues. It’s not trying to 
convert anyone, or sway anyone, or 
change anyone’s mind. It’s just meant 
to educate on [an aspect] of [repro-
ductive rights], and so I hope people 
take that away.”

Welch stressed that knowledge 
of the lives of these doctors and the 
women opting for abortion proce-
dures is critical to making informed 
decisions about reproductive rights, 
and she also emphasized that docu-
mentaries like “After Tiller” are an ef-
fective medium for public education.

“If you want to make a choice 
to be pro-life, I want you to see this 
movie, and I want you to know what 
you’re going against,” Welch said. “If 
that’s still your choice, that’s your 
choice, but I think everyone needs to 
start with the same level of exposure 
to the issue and then make their deci-
sions. You need to be informed.”

Continued from front page

At any given time, it will house ap-
proximately 12 girls. According to The 
Connecticut Mirror, Commissioner 
of the Connecticut Department of 
Children and Families Joette Katz de-
fends the facility’s innovative treatment 
model and maintains that it is designed 
to be therapeutic.

“These girls are going to get 
the behavioral health treatment they 
need…. It is not a prison,” Katz is 
quoted as saying in The Connecticut 
Mirror. “This is not at all what this 
model is about. The intent for this is 
to be a brief, short stint, intensive treat-
ment and then return them to wherever 
they need to go to ensure their safety.”

However, Chris Garaffa, a spokes-
person for the initiative against the 
lockup, is dubious about the therapeu-
tic potential of such a lockup.

“It’s not enough and too late,” 
Garaffa said at Thursday’s meeting.

Kilbourne agreed that the model 
is inappropriate.

“These people aren’t here for 
violent crimes and shouldn’t be in the 
prison system at all,” she said. “Also, 
there is little evidence that this lockup, 
which is supposed to be temporary, is 
going to change anything in the long 
run. The reason people run away is that 
their treatment is so subpar, and there 
are issues of abuse in the system.”

Barbara Fair, a longtime activ-
ist against the drug war, mass in-
carceration, and police brutality in 
New Haven, Conn., and the head 
of the social justice organization My 
Brother’s Keeper, agreed with Garaffa 

and Kilbourne that the opening of in-
stitutions such as the one planned in 
Middletown is little more than a dis-
guised battle on low-income communi-
ties of color. She has focused her efforts 
on a total overhaul of the criminal jus-
tice system.

“Reform is not the way to go,” 
Fair said. “It’s really about transforming 
the entire system. The war on drugs is 
another reform of slavery. We changed 
it from having people on plantations to 
now having people in prisons all across 
this country…. It’s a continuing pro-
cess of incarcerating people, destroying 
their lives.”

Fair is also deeply troubled by the 
economic gains that the criminal jus-
tice system stands to make by establish-
ing prisons.

“Prisons are now part of the stock 
market,” Fair said. “People would 
rather open up a prison than open up 
a store, because they know that if they 
open up a prison, they’ll always have 
bodies to fill them…. There will always 
be laws that criminalize an entire com-
munity.”

Decarcerate’s members’ distrust 
of and distaste for the Department of 
Children and Families (DCF) and the 
Department of Corrections (DC) runs 
deep. The representatives noted that 
the DCF has been under supervision 
from the state of Connecticut for over 
20 years, since the Long Lane School 
For Girls, another facility for convicted 
juveniles, was shut down due to issues 
concerning the security of its residents.

“It became a place to warehouse 
people,” Garaffa said.

Although it has officially been de-

Decarcerate: Forum Organizes 
Activists Against New Facility

cided that the facility will open in the 
next few months, and it has already 
been fully constructed, Decarcerate 
Connecticut is hopeful that activism—
the right sort of activism—will force 
reconsideration of the project.

“It would be great to mobilize 
youth around this project because 
these issues are the ones that affect us,” 
said Ina Staklow, another Decarcerate 
Connecticut member, in speaking to 
the 20-odd members of the forum. 
“Some possible actions are student 
walkouts, campaigns, protests on cam-
pus, and protests at the facility itself.”

Kilbourne, too, is optimistic that 
focused action will be effective in the 
fight to shut down the facility before it 
opens.

“I am hopeful,” she said. “There’s 
lots of potential interest at the 
University.”

That potential interest might 
begin to take shape this weekend: 
Decarcerate will hold a press conference 
on Saturday, April 5 to raise awareness 
around the issue, and Kilbourne be-
lieves that this publicity, the first so far 
for the organization’s protest against 
the Middletown lockup, will energize 
the movement.

Gregory Williams, another 
Decarcerate member, pointed out that 
the state of Connecticut has one of the 
widest income disparities in the United 
States; that gap, according to Williams, 
is part of the criminal justice prob-
lem—and the solution.

“It’s time for the small suburbs 
to give back to cities,” Williams said. 
“The money is there. Let’s take it and 
put it in the right place.”
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Out of Sight, 
Out of Mind?
By Jenny Davis, assistant OpiniOn eDitOr

What’s your number? Of slaves, 
I mean.

I’m asking how many slaves are 
working for you. Everybody’s got 
some, even those of us who think 
we’re above the slave trade. And most 
of us do think that we’re above the 
slave trade because most of us would 
never buy slaves ourselves. But that’s 
the thing about slavery today: we nev-
er see our slaves.

According to slaveryfootprint.
org, the number of slaves working for 
me is between 22 and 30, depending 
on how much of the chocolate I eat 
that I decide to report to the website. 
It probably would have be higher if 
I ate meat or owned an iPhone, but 
still: 22 is a lot. 30 is even more than 
that. In the antebellum American 
South, half of all slavers owned fewer 
than five slaves, so the plantation that 
works for me is quite extensive.

The plantation that works for me 
isn’t really a plantation, though. My 
slaves are in places that span Asia and 
Africa, Europe and South America, 
Oceania and possibly the United 
States. Because of that, many of them 
have never met each other.

But they’re still there. Even 
though we can’t see them, even though 
some of them can’t see others of them, 
they’re all still there. The world has 
become very large, even though prod-
ucts—products, ironically, produced 
in large part using slave labor—tend 
to make it feel small. Nowadays, be-
cause we can see so much, we’re cau-
tious about believing in things that we 
can’t see: namely, the slaves working 
for us.

When I first learned about my 
slaves, the cognitive dissonance was 
overwhelming. I go to Wesleyan; I try 
to make ethical choices; I donate to 
PETA. I’m not, in short, a person who 
thinks of herself as a slaveowner (or 
someone who takes advantage of slave 
labor). But I am.

I think about slavery in 19th-
century America, and it’s hard to 
wrap my mind around it all. People 
snatched other people from their 
houses? People forced people to work 
without pay? People actually owned 
other people? It seems so…well, so 
19th-century.

But the slavery that goes on to-
day—and qualifying it as “modern-
day slavery” does not change the fact 
that it is slavery—is even harder to 
fathom. People snatch people from 
their houses (in India and Vietnam)? 
People force others to work without 
pay (in Michigan and Australia)? 
People actually own other people (in 
Russia, in the form of indentured 
servitude)? The global scope of it is 
tinged with a 21st-century feel, but 
the practice still seems archaic. 

The website slaveryfootprint.
org is run by the company Made In 
a Free World, which calls itself “a net-
work of individuals, groups, and busi-
nesses working together to disrupt 
slavery.” It asks a slew of questions 
and then generates a number of slaves 
that work for the taker of the ques-
tionnaire. According to the website, 
slaves, or “anyone who is forced to 
work without pay, being economically 
exploited, and who is unable to walk 
away,” exist all around the world.

An interactive map informs 
us that slavery exists in countries 
on nearly every continent, be-
sides Antarctica. These countries 
include the United States, Brazil, 
the Democratic Republic of the 
Congo, those in the European 
Union, Pakistan, India, Russia, 
China, Bangladesh, Thailand, 
Taiwan, Malaysia, Indonesia, and 
Australia. It’s no longer predomi-
nantly agricultural slavery, either: 
many slaves toil in factories, broth-
els, and restaurants, as well as in 
fields.

Throughout the survey, there 
are animations with tidbits of in-
formation for each category. In 
“What’s Under Your Roof?”, for 
example, which asks about items 
commonly found in homes, the 
site says, “More than 200,000 chil-
dren are forced to work in India’s 
carpet belt of Uttar Pradesh. That 
makes it a pretty large operation, 
considering Honda, Sony, Procter 
& Gamble, and Boeing each have 
fewer employees.”

Made In a Free World at-
tempts to personalize the slave 
trade, too, adding that a U.S. State 
Department official, when asked 
about Coltan (a capacitor used 
to produce electronics) mining in 
the Democratic Republic of the 
Congo, “pointed to the reporter’s 
smartphone and said, ‘The likeli-
hood that one of these was not 
touched by a slave is pretty low.’” 
Bringing it to an even more per-
sonal level, under the clothing sec-
tion, we’re told that “1.4 million 
children have been forced to work 
in Uzbek cotton fields. There are 
fewer children in the entire New 
York City public school system.”

Living in a world where the 
importance of social contact is di-
minishing doesn’t have only whim-
sical implications about first-world 
relationships and campus cultures. 
Doing things remotely allows the 
unspeakable to occur; because we 
can’t see the slaves that are put-
ting together our clothes and our 
phones, we don’t feel complicit in 
their suffering. But we are.

So how do we make some-
thing that takes place thousands of 
miles away feel real? In “12 Years 
a Slave,” which was shown at the 
Film Series in February, there is 
a scene in which Epps, the slaver 
of hero Solomon Northup, forces 
Northup to beat Patsey, a fellow 
slave. This scene is heart-wrench-
ing for its physical contact: Epps’s 
violent epithets, the lashing of the 
whip of Northup, Patsey’s flinch-
ing. Many members of the audi-
ence burst into tears. For once, 
slavery was right there with us. 
Today’s slavery is far-flung, un-
wieldy, hard to pin down. It’s ille-
gal, but more than that, it’s some-
thing that we don’t have to think 
about unless we choose to think 
about it.

Slavery nowadays is different, 
not so personal and obvious. But 
it’s still there.

Davis is a member of the class of 
2017.

How to Succed in WSA 
Elections Without Trying
By Will DuBBs, COntriButing Writer

I would like to offer my services as 
a political consultant for everyone run-
ning in WSA elections this spring. From 
a political science point of view, the elec-
toral structure of the WSA is very intrigu-
ing, and the core of this analysis revolves 
around the voting system.

The most important part of the 
WSA election is getting people to vote. If 
you, as a candidate, are the person getting 
a voter to get online, then chances are that 
person will vote for you. Voter turnout is 
a huge part of the game. Studies by the 
Analysis Group show that a face to face 
conversation with a voter can increase 
their chances of voting by up to 20 per-
cent. Imagine if that face-to-face con-
versation happened in the ballot booth. 
That’s what the WSA election is. You just 
have to be the person there telling the per-
son to vote.

The strategy I would endorse as your 
political consultant is one that Democrats 
sometimes refer to as “Knock and Drag,” 
which I have revised to call “Knock and 
Type.”  Let’s say you are going through 
HiRise knocking on doors about your 
candidacy; the best strategy to use would 
be to encourage said voter to vote imme-
diately. Do not go for flashy events such as 
a party or bake sale. Go to the voter who, 
at home, has the vote in hir hand.

“Knock and Type” also adds to the 
identity that is consistent with WSA elec-
toral winners. My sophomore year, Joseph 
O’Donnell ’12 was running in a heated 
race against his former roommate Zachary 
Malter ’13. Joe ran on a strong anti-WSA 

platform while Zach went door-to-door 
championing his WSA experience. Zach 
won in a landslide.

Do not assume that people dislike 
the WSA and that this will hurt your 
candidacy.  Embrace your inner Obama 
and be the candidate that people want. 
When voting for a WSA rep, people are 
not looking for someone to have a beer 
with; they want to give it to the person 
who wants it the most. Voting is looked 
at by political scientists by the following 
equation:

(Probability That Your Vote Decides 
the Election) (Benefit from Outcome) + 
Feeling of Being a Part of the Democratic 
Process = Cost of Voting.

Since the cost of voting is so low, 
and the general sentiment of being a part 
of the democratic process is low as well, 
focus your attention on the perceived 
benefit from the outcome and the prob-
ability your vote decides the election.

“Hi, my name is Will, and I’m run-
ning for WSA President. This year’s elec-
tion will be very close, and every vote 
counts, but I have been working for many 
years to be WSA president, and it would 
mean a lot if you would vote for me right 
now. All you need to do is hit ‘Command 
+ N’ and go to the voting webpage.”

This statement allows the voter to 
believe in the importance of their specific 
vote as well as show the positive benefit 
from voting (the personal connection you 
just made by voting). It also emphasizes 
the low cost of voting while utilizing the 
Marshall Ganz theory of community or-

ganizing, which emphasizes the impor-
tance of a personal touch.

Don’t be afraid to buy the election 
either. Citizens United has truly opened 
the door for limitless campaign spending, 
even at the collegiate level. Four years ago, 
the Feiring/Firke team distributed bottle 
openers with their names on them. They 
won in a landslide as well.

Let’s talk campaign video. From the 
amount of effort put into WSA presiden-
tial videos, this must clearly be the most 
important part of the process. You want 
something funny, but about the issues, 
because remember you have to look like 
you care about the issues at hand. Most 
good campaign videos feature issue-based 
scenes of action happening at iconic 
points around campus. If it is not iconic, 
then do not put that Wesleyan place in 
your video.

Finally, the blurb that goes with your 
name on the WSA voting page. A blurb 
can make or break a candidacy. With this 
blurb, you are showing to the voters exact-
ly what kind of WSA representative you 
will be. Try to show yourself to be some-
one who really wants to be on the WSA.

Remember, don’t work too hard 
on this. If you are running for WSA 
President, and you lose, don’t worry. You 
only have to come in seventh place to get 
a seat in the assembly. As a WSA represen-
tative, you have virtually the same voting 
power in the legislature.

Dubbs is a member of the class of 
2014.

WeSpeaks are a 
great opportunity 
to have your voice 
heard on campus!

Got an opinion? Wanna share it?
Write a Wespeak for The Argus!

Submit online: 
wesleyanargus.com

We will literally publish 
anything you have to say!

(as long as it’s not super offensive, slanderous, 
nonsensical, or an advertisement)

We publish all WeSpeaks! 

We don’t edit WeSpeaks!
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Dirty Dancing: How I Learned to Stop Worrying 
and Start Moving, Uncoordination Be Damned
By Jenn Cummings, OpiniOn eDitOr

I am not coordinated. One 
time, in third grade, I was required 
to be the goalie in a P.E. class soc-
cer match. I kicked the ball once and 
was so excited about the fact that my 
foot had made contact that I didn’t 
realize the ball had flown into my 
own net. That is, until the kids on 
the other team started thanking me 
for winning the game for them.

I’m not telling this story to 
prove that elementary school kids are 
mean. Everyone knows that already. 
I’m telling this story because it sum-
marizes all of the interactions I’ve 
ever had with physical activity. I run 
occasionally now, and that is only 
possible because I have had 20 years 
of practice. For everyone’s benefit, 
including my own, I stay away from 
sports that involve other people.

Since I’ve come to college, 
though, it hasn’t always been easy to 
avoid situations in which I need to 
move my arms and legs at the same 
time. As it turns out, people in col-
lege actually dance sometimes. At 

high school shindigs, I could almost 
always get away with standing near 
the snack bowls. College parties don’t 
provide me with the same option. I 
learned quickly that no one wants to 
have a conversation at a Top 40 party. 
I had no choice. I had to start danc-
ing. And at first, it was ugly.

My dance moves have notori-
ously consisted of extending my 
arms forward alternately at roughly 
a 120-degree angle. Sometimes I 
would throw in a leg or hip jerk of 
some sort, but never at the right 
times. Just to clarify, this is not for 
lack of rhythm. I’ve played the trom-
bone for eight years. Keeping beat is 
essentially all I am good for. I had 
just never learned to move.

However, I’ve realized now that 
the worst part was never my jarring 
lack of syncopation, however difficult 
this may be to believe. Every time I 
peered around the room to see who 
was watching my defeat, I became a 
little less pleasant to look at. If there’s 
anything I’ve learned in college, it’s 

the fact that negativity is like yawn-
ing. Not only do the people around 
you start to yawn as well; they begin 
to wonder why they didn’t realize 
how tired they were in the first place. 
My discomfort was contagious. If I 
sound like a bummer, it’s because I 
was one. But I’m working on it.

Dancing well takes confidence, 
skill, practice, and a lot of other 
things. I will probably never dance 
well. But dancing doesn’t need to be 
done well to be fun. It turns out that 
your body does some great things 
when you stop thinking about it so 
much. I’ve always admired dancers 
for making their exertion look ef-
fortless. Dancing depends largely on 
being able to use the body to express 
itself in ways that nothing else could. 
That’s what people talk about when 
they talk about feeling the music. 
Maybe I’ll never be articulate at it. I’ll 
never dance in a performance, and I 
freeze up if there’s real attention on 
me. For my purposes, though, being 
able to go out and relax is more than 

Breaking Up with Technology (at Least Sometimes), 
and Finding Faith in the Disconnect
By isaBel Fattal, staFF Writer

Last Friday evening, at a Shabbat 
service that incorporated the call-
and-response method called Kirtan, 
I experienced a full hour and a half 
of spirituality and reflection. I must 
admit that this was the only hour and 
a half of the entire week that I had 
consciously dedicated to calmness 
and thoughtfulness.

Reflecting on the bustle of ac-
tivity that had characterized my past 
week, I was struck by the stark con-
trast between this whirlwind of mo-
tion and the spiritual experience that 
followed it. I was grateful for an op-
portunity that forced me to sit still 
and simply think, but I wondered 
why I needed this. Why did I need 
external encouragement in order to 
engage in such a seemingly simple 
act? There are many possible reasons 
for often getting so caught up in the 
busy haze of our day-to-day lives that 
we forget to allow ourselves a little 
time for quiet. As the rabbi leading 
the service asked us all to turn off our 
phones for the next hour and a half, 
one particular answer to this ques-
tion came to mind: our generation is 

addicted to technology.
Growing up in a Jewish house-

hold, Saturdays were always a time 
for rest and reflection. Work and day-
to-day life were put on hold, and we 
focused on spending time with fam-
ily and relaxing after a busy week. As 
a child, I remember feeling frustrat-
ed with this mandatory relaxation. 
As I grew older and life got busier, 
though, my appreciation for this day 
began to grow. It felt healthy, even es-
sential, to put aside the commotion 
of everyday life and to spend some 
time with the people I cared about 
and with my own thoughts. But, for 
me, there was another added bonus 
of this weekly break: the freedom 
to be away from my phone and my 
computer for a while.

My complicated relationship 
with technology began with my 
first cell phone. I remember my ini-
tial elation at receiving the red LG 
Chocolate phone in eighth grade, but 
as the novelty wore off, I slowly real-
ized that I was not truly attached to 
my cell phone. The feeling persists to 
this day. Of course, I appreciate all 

that my phone can do, and if I lost 
it I would be upset, but I do not feel 
the instinctive need to have it next 
to me at all hours. I often turn it off 
when I’m reading, and I don’t have 
the consistent urge to check my mes-
sages every other second.

I could chalk up these habits 
to just being forgetful or becoming 
immersed in whatever it is that I’m 
doing, but the truth is that I often 
find the necessity to be constantly 
connected to technology more bur-
densome than exciting. It is not the 
technology itself that I find problem-
atic; the progress of our generation is 
astounding, and the benefits of tech-
nology are endless. My issue is with 
our collective obsession with being 
linked to technology every day, at all 
hours of the day.

Emails must be responded to 
within seconds; text messages must 
be checked every other minute to 
ensure that no important update 
has been missed. Technology allows 
us to exist within a world of activity 
that never sleeps. This is wonderful 
in many ways: work, education, and 

enough.
I’ve started dabbling in zumba. I 

like it because it doesn’t give me a lot 
of autonomy concerning my moves, 
so I get to work on style. I also like 
it because it burns calories. I still 
start on the wrong foot without fail, 
but sometimes I honestly feel like 
I’m doing some maneuvers decently 
nowadays, which is an improvement. 
I’ve started to develop a sense of the 
right place to put my limbs. When 
that sense agrees with what I actu-
ally do, it’s a pretty awesome feeling. 
The more I’ve used my body, the 
more I’ve appreciated what it can do 
for me and the more I’ve learned to 
trust it. This applies not just to danc-
ing, but also to all physical activity. 
It’s a positive feedback loop, and 
once you get started, it’s hard to not 
want to keep going. For the longest 
time, I avoided dancing, and com-
plex movement in general, out of 
fear that people would watch me fail, 
but no one pays that much attention. 
Whether you’re in a zumba class or 

at an Eclectic party, I’ve come to see 
that no one is really concerned with 
what you’re doing. Everyone’s too 
busy with themselves to worry about 
your awkward extremity movement. 
I’ve learned to use that freedom to 
my advantage.

I’ve been throwing around the 
idea of establishing a dance workshop 
for very bad dancers like myself, the 
kinds of people who need to work at 
a snail’s pace if they’re going to learn 
anything motion-related. Until I get 
that plan off the ground, the moral 
of the story is this: you should dance. 
Even if you’re awkward, you should 
dance. Even if you do your best work 
in your room with the blinds down 
and your roommate away, you should 
dance.

And if you see me busting one 
of my signature moves next weekend, 
you should probably stay out of my 
way.

Cummings is a member of the class 
of  2016.

social lives can go on without pause 
and are not hindered by distance or 
time. But this comes with a price. 
Our constant connection to this 
technological universe means that 
we are tied to the world outside of 
ourselves 24 hours a day, seven days 
a week. Even when at home by our-
selves, as long as we have a phone or a 
computer, we can remain at work, we 
can continue to socialize, and we can 
stay in constant motion. But there is 
no app for self-reflection (at least not 
yet). Technology enables us to remain 
connected to others, but there is no 
email or text message that will allow 
us to connect with ourselves. With 
all of the benefits of technology, it 
can be difficult to remember that 
we might need time for ourselves, 
as well. We become so busy that we 
do not realize that something might 
be missing. I, for one, did not realize 
just how much I needed a moment 
of reflection until confronted with an 
opportunity to take that moment last 
Friday evening.

When technology hinders our 
ability to forge real human connec-

tions, to leave time in our days for 
thoughtfulness and reflection, or 
even just to take a moment of quiet, 
then it is time for us all to reconsider 
our relationships with our devices. 
Technology should add to our lives; it 
should not overcome and replace all 
other aspects of our existence. Now 
that technology has become an essen-
tial presence in our lives, it is difficult 
to remember that it is possible, and 
perhaps even necessary, to take some 
space from it. By consciously decid-
ing to separate from technology every 
now and then, we make space for the 
parts of our lives and ourselves that 
may have been overshadowed by the 
brightly lit devices in our hands but 
that are still just as necessary and pre-
cious as they have always been.

When I turned off my phone 
last Friday evening, I found what I 
didn’t even know I was looking for. 
Pressing the “off ” button once in a 
while is worth a try. You never know 
what you might find.

Fattal is a member of the class of 
2017.

The Big Draw: Middletown
Sunday, April 6
1-4 p.m.
Events  include: Sumi-e ink drawing, mapping, mural making, 
and many more!
All skill levels are welcome!

Hosted by the Davison Art Center
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WEEKEND IN REVIEW

Top: The Cardinal Sinners a capella group performed on Friday, 
March 28 in the lobby of Olin.

Middle Right: Erica Fink of Eric and Erica performed in the 
WestCo Café on Tuesday night.

Bottom Right: Jess Best, Spirit Family Reunion, and Pilot 
Bonanza played at Buddhist House on Friday night.

Bottom Left: Along with the Cardinal Sinners, the Slender 
James a capella group performed in the Olin lobby. 

Top Left: Jaw Gems performed at Eclectic this past Thursday, 
March 27.

Middle Left: WESU’s annual Spring Record Fair took place in 
Beckham Hall this past Sunday.
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Shannon Welch ’14  Helps Overturn 152-Year-Old 
Law Preventing Abolition of Slavery in Maryland

By Sonya Levine
Staff Writer

It is not every day that a college 
student affects governmental change. 
This past summer, however, Shannon 
Welch ’14 was able to do just that 
when she noticed something striking 
during her internship at the National 
Archives in Washington, D.C.

Welch was working to put to-
gether an exhibit on constitutional 
amendments that were never passed, 
ratified, or “enshrined,” as she put 
it. She was sifting through the more 
than 11 thousand documents in the 
archives for something interesting 
enough to include in her exhibi-
tion when she found the originally 
proposed 13th Amendment to the 
Constitution. But to Welch’s sur-
prise, it looked nothing like the 13th 
amendment passed by President 
Abraham Lincoln: it permanently 
implemented slavery into Maryland’s 
state government.

“It said slavery cannot be in-
terfered with by the federal govern-
ment,” Welch said. “This is the 13th 
Amendment of the United States, 
ratified by the Senate, passed by the 
House, and then sent to the states.”

Called the Corwin Amendment, 
named after Representative Thomas 
Corwin of Ohio, the amendment 
would have prevented Congress from 
rescinding state slavery laws. Both 
houses of Congress approved the 
amendment in 1861.

Upon doing more research, 
Welch determined that only two 
states had ever ratified the amend-
ment: Maryland and Ohio. Illinois 
ratified the amendment through con-

stitutional convention, but it was later 
considered invalid. Midway through 
the Civil War, in 1864, Ohio rescind-
ed its ratification. But Maryland, 
Welch’s home state, did not.

Welch, a history buff, contin-
ued to research the process by which 
amendments are rescinded. She 
learned that she could contact her 
state legislation and ask it to propose 
a bill to rescind ratification of the 
amendment.

“There is just a box on your 
state legislature that says, ‘Propose, 
petition, ask your legislator what you 
want,’” she said. “So I was like, ‘What 
if I rescinded this ratification?’”

The only person who returned 
her request in July was a University 
alumnus, Senator Brian Frosh (D) 
’68. He said he was interested in aid-
ing her and correcting the issue. Later, 
Frosh and Welch also realized that she 
had gone to elementary school with 
his daughter and bonded over their 
experiences at Wesleyan.

Welch did not hear back from 
Frosh again until December, when 
his aide asked her to submit testi-
mony on the issue. She learned that 
they would bring the issue to the floor 
as the first bill of the new session in 
January 2014.

On Feb. 19, Maryland’s State 
Senate voted unanimously to rescind 
the Amendment. Currently, the mea-
sure is set to travel to the House of 
Delegates.

Welch’s experience falls right 
into her areas of interest. At the 
University, she double majors in his-
tory and government, and she plans to 
attend law school next year. Though a 
job in government is probably on the 

horizon for Welch, history still plays 
a major role in her activities: she is 
currently writing a history thesis and 
also serves on the History Majors’ 
Committee.

“[History] is involved in every 
field you study, so I’m excited to bring 
what I learned at Wes history-wise to 
my law career,” Welch said.

In 2016, the exhibit that she 
spent the summer collecting will go 
on display in the National Archives, 

Shannon Welch ’14, pictured above, discovered the Corwin Amendment during a summer internship in 
Washington, D.C. and worked with Wesleyan alumnus Senator Brian Frosh (D) ’68 to overturn it.

C/O WESLEYAN

and Welch is excited to return to see 
her influential work on display.

At this point, Welch envisions 
herself as becoming a prosecutor in 
criminal court, pursuing victims’ ad-
vocacy.

“I always like activist work, and I 
think that applies not only to law but 
to history, [in terms of ] making peo-
ple care about history,” Welch said. 
“Why should people care about this 
amendment that got passed, but not 

ratified, 150-plus years ago? There’s a 
new 13th amendment, so why does 
it matter? It matters because it’s a 
time in history and it’s part of who 
we are as a country, and being from 
Maryland, it’s part of who I am as a 
Marylander.”

By recognizing our history and 
its implications, Welch says, we can 
notice flaws in our system and, with a 
little motivation, pursue the means to 
correct them.
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ROVING REPORTER
What are your thoughts on the “How I Met 

Your Mother” finale?
By Rebecca Seidel ’15 and Rebecca Brill ’16

“I just feel like, at this point, I’m so far behind that it’s 
just not worth catching up.”  

Matt Catron ’16

“I cried a little bit. It was sentimental. It’s the last 
episode!” 

Nicole Ruiz ’16

“You know when you’re on Facebook, and you just 
read stuff? It just came up out of nowhere, and I 

wasn’t looking for it. I was really upset.” 
Danielle Pruitt ’15

“I think that it tied everything up but still left it open ended, which is what 
you want out of an ending.”

Abby Schneyder ’17 

“I did not like the ending. Honestly, they should have all lived happily ever after.”
Simon Korn ’17

IIMPACT India Looks to Improve Education Abroad
By Hae Kwon

Staff Writer

The double-I in the name 
IIMPACT India is not a typo. The stu-
dent group on campus collaborates with 
IIMPACT, a non-governmental organi-
zation in India founded by the alumni 
of Indian Institute of Management 
(IIM) in 2003. Not foreseeing the con-
fusion the name would create later on, 
the founders of IIMPACT took their 
school’s name and infused it with their 
vision of positively influencing India.

IIMPACT aims to transform the 
families and communities of India by 
providing primary education to socially 
and economically disadvantaged girls in 
rural parts of the country. The organi-
zation has created around 950 learning 
centers, teaching a total of about 30,000 
girls in nine Indian states.

Last year, Shayoni Nair ’13, the 
daughter of the NGO’s marketing direc-
tor Urvashi Nair, formed the organiza-
tion’s Wesleyan chapter with her friend, 
eager to be a part of the movement. Now 
in its second year, Wesleyan’s IIMPACT 
India is the only chapter of IIMPACT 
still running.

This year’s co-leaders—Meha Joshi 
’16, Romil Sharma ’16, and Tenzin 

Choden ’16—all joined the group last 
year as freshmen with the hope of mak-
ing positive change in India, a country 
in which they have all observed social 
inequality.

Choden, for example, grew up 
in India and noticed strong inequality 
based on class.

“I would play in the neighborhood 
with kids of different backgrounds,” 
Choden said. “We were all going to 
schools of different conditions, and I 
felt very privileged. Most of the time in 
India, if you don’t have money, you don’t 
get a good education. The government 
schools are not as good as the private 
ones.”

The free public education provided 
by the Indian government is significantly 
inferior to the education offered in pri-
vate schools, reflecting the society’s dis-
parities of opportunity.

“In government schools, the teach-
ers don’t show up to class sometimes, and 
some of them just read magazines while 
the kids are running around,” Sharma 
said. “The free public education does 
not allow kids to place into the next level 
of learning.”

Although it recognizes that larger 
societal problems are at play, IIMPACT 
India considers education a means by 

which it can instigate positive change. 
The group strives to teach citizens how 
to transform their own country.

“For rural India, education is not 
just about learning numbers and writ-
ing,” Sharma added. “It is about living. 
The kids learn how to clean themselves, 
eat properly, and take better care of 
themselves. You help a society by teach-
ing them to help themselves. We can’t 
just keep on raising a bunch of money 
and feed them, but not allow them to 
lift themselves out of the poverty they 
are in.”

Because of the poor conditions 
of public resources, NGOs such as 
IIMPACT have a huge presence in 
India. NGOs provide not only better 
educational facilities for the underprivi-
leged children but also the opportunity 
for them to set and achieve personal 
goals.

“The kids in rural India do not 
have any conception that they can be 
anything else other than what they are 
told to be,” Sharma said. “When learn-
ing centers come in, they are exposed to 
ideas that they can be something more 
than that. Before, they had no idea what 
they want to be when they grow up. But 
now, they have ideas and say, ‘I want to 
be a teacher’ or ‘I want to be a doctor.’ 

Even though some of these goals might 
not be plausible, at least they are striving 
and have a chance to be something they 
want to be.”

IIMPACT distinguishes itself from 
other NGOs by focusing on the “girl 
child” population. In India, it is much 
more difficult for girls to receive even 
primary education because of the strictly 
enforced gender roles.

“In India, your job as a girl is basi-
cally to look pretty or find a good hus-
band,” Choden said.

Joshi added that the difference be-
tween the level of education for girls and 
boys is even more apparent in rural areas.

“The girls in rural India are ex-
pected to go out with their mothers to 
help in housework like washing dishes 
or clothes,” Joshi said. “They don’t have 
the opportunity to get education com-
pared to the boys, who are not obligated 
to do the housework. If my parents did 
not move to the states, it could have been 
me.”

Last year, IIMPACT India founded 
a Wesleyan-sponsored learning center in 
Rajasthan, a state with one of the highest 
gaps in literacy rate between the genders: 
76 percent for males and 44 percent 
for females. To cover the annual cost of 
$1800 for sponsoring the learning cen-

ter, IIMPACT India has been holding 
numerous fundraisers throughout the 
year, including late-nights and chai sales.

IIMPACT India currently pro-
vides only financial support. However, 
that will soon be changing. The mem-
bers have been designing workbooks to 
supplement the teachers in their learning 
center in Rajasthan. They are also pre-
paring a WesFest panel to educate the 
student body about the problem of social 
mobility in India and other countries.

“We will have three or four profes-
sors from different departments to speak 
about socioeconomic stratification and 
social mobility for the panel,” Sharma 
said. “The panel will include different 
perspectives on the issue, including eco-
nomic, religious, sociological, and his-
torical perspectives.”

IIMPACT India’s biggest concern 
this year is that not many of the group’s 
members attend meetings regularly. 
Although its ambitions require serious 
group effort to achieve, the leaders of 
IIMPACT India encourage students to 
join the group by making small contri-
butions that will make a big difference.

“We do some workbook-making; 
we do some arts and crafts,” said Sharma. 
“It is about working together and mak-
ing an impact.”
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the other, eventually engulfing the entire 
brain.

Cotter is recording an epileptic sei-
zure.

Epilepsy, its causes, its conditions, 
and its solutions are the ultimate focus of 
three interconnected labs in the Univesity’s 
biology department. For eight years, pro-
fessors and a revolving group of under-
graduate, master’s, and Ph.D. students 
have collaborated and published research 
on the hypothesis that cells can be trans-
planted and incorporated into the epilep-
tic brains of animals in order to halt sei-
zures entirely.

I
Human brains, like those of all adult 

mammals, don’t regenerate after damage. 
However, some animals, such as goldfish, 
can regrow a severed connection between, 
say, their eyes and their brain. Not so for 
people.

Cells called neurons play the role of 
messenger in the central nervous system, 
processing and transmitting information 
between one another by sending signals in 
the form of action potentials—an electri-
cal impulse that travels down the length 
of a neuron. They are constantly firing 
signals. As an undergraduate at Mount 
Holyoke College in Massachusetts, Janice 
Naegele, now Professor of Biology and 
Neuroscience and Behavior at Wesleyan, 
began to question why, when humans suf-
fer a traumatic brain injury, they lose those 
neurons forever.

As an undergraduate, graduate, and 
post-doctoral student, Naegele studied 
how and why cells die. What she couldn’t 
find was the relevance of these questions to 
human health.

Epilepsy, she discovered, was imme-
diately relevant. Epilepsy is a neurodegen-
erative disease caused by a genetic muta-
tion, a stroke, cancer, or a traumatic injury 
affecting the brain. Epilepsy causes exces-
sive, uncontrollable activity in brain cells, 
resulting in seizures. In some types of epi-
lepsy, important neurons are killed off as 
well. Epilepsy is more common than breast 
cancer, affecting one percent of all people 
worldwide (approximately 65 million). It 
also cannot be cured—at least not yet.

A few years after arriving at Wesleyan 
in 1991, Naegele found herself in a car 
with Professor of Biology and Science and 
Society Laura Grabel. Grabel’s research at 
the time centered on making new neurons 
from embryonic stem cells.

“We started talking about how, if we 
collaborate, maybe we could take the cells 
that [she was] making and put them into 
the brains of animals with epilepsy, maybe 
we can repair the brain,” Naegele said. 
“Maybe we can essentially repair the dam-
aged circuit.”

The particular form of epilepsy that 
their labs examine is temporal lobe epilepsy. 
Part of the cerebral cortex, temporal lobes 
sit just above the ears, around the temples, 
and deal with language comprehension 
and the formation of new memories.

“[The temporal lobes] also contain 
the hippocampus, which is what you’re 
using all the time at Wesleyan,” Naegele 

Epilepsy: Experiments Aim to Replace Lost Brain Cells
said. “Every time you learn a new fact, you 
require your hippocampus.”

In temporal lobe epilepsy, the hippo-
campus gets hit hard.

After babies develop and are born, 
only two regions in the brain continue to 
make new neurons throughout life: the ol-
factory bulb of the forebrain, and the den-
tate gyrus area of the hippocampus.

“The depressing news is that you’re 
born with all the neurons you’re going to 
get—it’s just downhill, steadily downhill,” 
Naegele said. “But the good news is there 
are a couple of places in your brain where 
you have these niches of stem cells, like 
little greenhouses, where the stem cells are 
born and coddled until they mature and 
then they integrate into the hippocam-
pus.”

Specifically, the hippocampus pro-
duces granule cells, which act as the gate-
keepers of the brain. When a seizure comes 
through the temporal lobe, granule cells 
are there to stop it.

Attached to the granule cells, as 
well as to other excitable neurons that 
push forward action potentials, are cells 
called interneurons. They normally act 
as inhibitors: these interneurons release a 
transmitter called  gamma-Aminobutyric 
acid (GABA), which binds to receptors in 
their connected neurons and tells the neu-
rons to stop firing action potential, thereby 
regulating activity. Interneurons keep the 
nervous system in line.

But temporal lobe epilepsy sup-
presses adult neurogenesis and destroys 
inhibitory interneurons, which cannot be 
replenished. With neither granule cells nor 

interneurons in place, nothing prevents 
cell activity from spiraling out of control. 
That unregulated activity is a seizure.

“If you get through the gate, it’s 
easy to spread a seizure into the rest of the 
temporal lobe and to the other side of the 
brain,” Naegele said. “Now you’ve gone 
from a small, local set of neurons firing 
simultaneously to a whole pathway that’s 
firing to the whole brain that’s firing.”

To record the disorder in mice, the 
lab artificially induces epilepsy. When 
Cotter works with brain slices, the bicu-
culline blocks those GABA receptors from 
regulating action potentials. For a live 
mouse, an injection of the compound pi-
locarpine will cause the animal to develop 
chronic epilepsy, allowing researchers to 
study the disease over a long period of 
time.

The effects are the same as for hu-
mans: spontaneous seizures, cell death and 
overall brain degeneration.

II
If the interneurons won’t replace 

themselves, perhaps they can be created 
by hand. That’s the primary concern of 
Grabel’s stem cell lab. And so far, the re-
sults show that they can.

“I’m a developmental biologist at 
heart,” Grabel said. “I’m intrigued by how 
we go from being a single fertilized egg—
a zygote, one cell—to an organism with 
thousands of different cell types arranged 
in a particular pattern. And I’ve been in-
terested in this phenomenon, if I’m being 
honest with you, since I was 14 years old.”

Stem cells can grow to become vir-

tually any cell in the body. Grabel and 
Naegele realized that they could possibly 
alleviate epilepsy with a stem cell therapy 
that replaces the neurons lost in seizures. If 
the cells already in the brain are not doing 
their job, then stem cells could theoreti-
cally come in and do it for them.

Grabel begins with embryonic stem 

cells from mice. Cells taken from an em-
bryo before implantation can be trans-
formed into embryonic stem cells, which 
then can be differentiated into whichever 
type of cell the animal—or scientist—re-

Labs in the Biology and Neuroscience and Behavior Departments are researching cures for epilepsy.
TRISHA ARORA/PHOTO EDITOR

Grad student Jyoti Gupta examines brain cells with an electrophysiology rig.
TRISHA ARORA/PHOTO EDITOR

Brain cells in the hippocampus develop abnormally in mice with temporal lobe epilepsy.
C/O NICHOLAS WOODS 

quires. They just need a push in the right 
direction.

“We and a lot of other labs have been 
working on a number of ways to have 
those cells take that first step, which is to 
become what we can call a neural stem 
cell,” Grabel said. “That involves denying 
the cells lots of signals that direct them to 
become other lineages. It turns out that be-
coming neural to some extent is what we 
call a default pathway. If you take the cells 
and deprive them of serum, which con-
tains lots of good growth factors, then they 
tend to become neural stem cells.”

In ordinary development, interneu-
rons arise from the ventral part of the 
brain. A signaling protein in the ventral 
area called “sonic hedgehog”—yes, named 
after the videogame character—tells neural 
stem cells to turn into inhibitory interneu-
rons.

All in a petri dish, Grabel’s lab de-
nies signals to the embryonic stem cells, 
forcing them onto the neural stem cell 
pathway, and then floods them with the 
sonic hedgehog signal to transform them 
into inhibitory interneurons. She and her 
students are able to reproduce those results 
consistently.

Because mouse embryonic stem cells 
require such manipulation, Naegele’s lab 
conducts most of its experiments using 
cells from the early mouse brain, which 
have already taken steps toward becom-
ing interneurons and thus are easier to 
work with. But now that Grabel’s experi-
ments have shown success, the scientists 

expanded their research to human embry-
onic stem cells. In order to do that, Grabel 
said they have to circumvent some political 
obstacles.

“In order to make a human embry-
onic stem cell line, you have to sacrifice a 
human embryo,” Grabel said. “And even 
though that’s at the blastocyst stage, where 
it’s before implantation—we’ve got a hun-
dred cells, it doesn’t look anything like a 
fetus—there is a feeling out there, mostly 
from religious communities, that this is 
not an O.K. thing to do.”

Although no laws in the U.S. pre-
vent scientists from sacrificing a human 
embryo, restrictions do exist that prevent 
federal funds from being used to make a 
new human embryonic stem cell line. A 
number of corporations, private founda-
tions, and state governments, however, 
make resources available to scientists in-
terested in this research. Both Naegele’s 
and Grabel’s labs regularly win grants from 
Connecticut’s Stem Cell Research Program 
for this very purpose, in addition to receiv-
ing funding for more clinically-aimed 
projects from CURE Epilepsy and the 
National Institute of Health.

Creating the interneurons solves only 
one problem, however. Once the cells are 
ready to replace those lost in epilepsy, they 
must be transplanted into the brain. And, 
once transplanted, the interneurons must 
survive.

The second part of this article will be 
published on Tuesday, April 8.
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Allison Greenwald
h(id)den

Katie Deane
in-out, in-out

Rebecca Schisler
Out of Line: Paintings

Evita Rodriguez
Matter

Alex Ginsberg

@Gutenberg

Studio Art senior theses are now on display at an exhibition in the Zilkha Gallery. All photos by Andrew Ribner, Staff Photographer.

Emily Roff
Ego: Paintings
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Emily Weitzman

Naya Samuel

Emily Weitzman

Emily Jones Naya Samuel

All photos by Andrew Ribner, Staff Photographer.
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Spring is here.
Come run
(or cheer)

with us!
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THE IDIOT BOX
“Hannibal”

TELEGRAPH.CO.UK

The show that has evolved over the past 19 episodes is a thing of grim beauty and scorching nihil-
istic intellect.

By Michael Darer
Staff Writer

In the wake of “True Detective,” it’s far too easy to be reminded of the state of the crime drama on television, 
especially that niche of the genre dedicated to the almost fetishistic obsession with serial killers that Nic Pizzolatto’s 
show so artfully transcended. Truly, much of the praise for “True Detective,” especially during the beginning of its 
run, was directed at the program’s ability to move freely and intelligently within a space defined by stasis, clumsi-
ness, and fundamental simplicity. HBO’s newest critical darling is proof that those tendencies that so hinder shows 
like “The Following” are not elemental to the genre, or the medium. They are combatable, transmutable, escapable. 
And, luckily for those who see the wait for Pizzolatto’s next installment as some sort of empty landscape, there is 
another show that consistently and wonderfully stands in opposition to its fellows. You’re just going to need a strong 
stomach.

NBC’s “Hannibal,” which is currently in the middle of its second season, seemed destined for failure from its 
conception. The title character had been canonized as a caricature of refined psychopathy in his latest cinematic 
appearances, almost entirely divorced from the refined, but still razored, brutality of “The Silence of the Lambs.” 
It seemed as though any reintroduction of the character would only continue along this path, turning him into 
one more flavorless television reaper, full of malice and culture orbiting around a self-consciously artificial core. At 
least, this is what I anticipated as I begrudgingly agreed to watch the pilot with my family. I’m happy to say that I 
was incorrect.

The show that has evolved over the past 19 episodes is a thing of grim beauty and scorching nihilistic intellect. 
It’s also one of the few pieces of mass media that is able to engage its gruesome fascinations while also locating an 
emotional core in their repercussions: a sense of loss, horror, and confusion. Developed by Bryan Fuller (of “Dead 
Like Me” and “Pushing Daisies” fame), “Hannibal” focuses on the character of Will Graham, a criminal profiler 
working with the FBI’s Behavioral Science team. Graham first appeared in “Red Dragon,” the first of Thomas 
Harris’ novels about Dr. Hannibal Lecter, the cannibal psychiatrist. Recruited by the FBI for his outstanding, and 
possibly dangerous, empathy, Will (played by a wonderfully understated Hugh Dancy) is able to almost literally 
walk in the shoes of the killers whom he is profiling. Working alongside Dr. Lecter, whom the FBI also brings on as 
a consultant, Graham finds himself caught up in an ever-expanding labyrinth of violence and manipulation, at the 
center of which he believes to be the charming but malicious doctor.

As portrayed on the show, Hannibal is a creature far different than any previous interpretation. Played by the 
wonderful Mads Mikkelsen, Lecter retains his trademark style and grace, but is stripped of the flamboyance that, in 
later films, robbed him of any real menace. Mikkelsen’s Lecter is an observer, a connoisseur of human emotion with 
no real attachment to any sense of compassion or decency. He is brilliant, and charismatic, but ultimately hollow 
and feral: an animal of perpetual morbid hunger and tailored wrath. In many ways, he is both a distillation of the 
psychopath of most modern culture— single-minded, unflinching, inhuman in a spectacularly sadistic way—and 
a commentary on that very archetype. Even as the viewers are aware of Lecter’s ultimate character (both through 
the show’s writing and the process of cultural absorption), they are treated to the urbane and intricate facade that 
Lecter  uses to disguise his psychopathy to those around him. It is a testament to the program’s writing that, even 
as we know the truth about Lecter, the character seems alive enough to, if not fool us, charm us into turning the 
other cheek.

That is not to say that “Hannibal” reduces its antagonist to a tool for fulfillment of the show’s gore quota. 
Ultimately, Graham is the protagonist, and as Lecter tortures him, the show makes no excuses for the brutality of its 
eponymous evil. Fundamentally, the consequences of that evil are built into the tone of the show and the gloomy, 
ethereal, and baroque dream-state of Graham’s descent into something that may or may not be madness. With each 
killing that requires investigation, the over-the-top nature of the violence becomes a totem both of the wickedly 
surreal nature of the world in which this show takes place, but also of the way in which we have come to see these 
sorts of crimes: heinous, but titillating. This violence makes no attempt to convince you of its realism (such a battle 
would be unwinnable), but, rather, argues for the realism of the simple fact of the loss these elaborate crime scenes 
represent.

All of this really boils down to the show’s mastery of tone, which rivals, if not exceeds, “True Detective.” The 
world of “Hannibal” is one of constant tenebrism: shadow upon shadow writhing in a libidinous, decadent, and 
merciless continuum ripped straight from an El Greco, or Goya painting. The soundtrack consists mainly of dark 
classical pieces, operatic and as sumptuous as the dishes Hannibal prepares for his unsuspecting guests. It’s not that 
Fuller’s work attempts to find beauty in the inarguably hideous, but, rather, it drives at a sense of violence and mad-
ness as art. And, as opposed to creating a darkness and then abandoning it for the thrill of cheap pulp, “Hannibal” 
sticks to its guns. The show earns its oppressive unease with a dedication to depicting the toll that unease slowly and 
surely takes on its witnesses and its world, which proves to be one of immense emotional and relational complexity 
as portrayed by a brilliant cast.

It’s all too easy to dismiss a show like “Hannibal” on the grounds of its violence, which those who leave the 
show early on, or who simply refuse to explore its skeleton, might see as exploitative or shallow. This would be a 
mistake. “Hannibal” is a show of great intention and intelligence, and a show oriented towards a sort of visceral 
majesty whose gut punches are not merely there to turn the stomach. It’s also a draining program, harnessing the 
immense empathy and observance of its protagonist to deliver to the audience the sort of madness in which Graham 
finds himself embroiled. It’s one of the few serial-killer dramas that not only suggests a price beyond body count, 
but also consistently reinforces this theme, rather than abandoning it to get back to the rush of the slaughter. 
“Hannibal” revels in and unearths an elemental sadness in its genre that is far too often dormant on television, 
sharpening and deepening it with each case, each plot twist, each turn of the screw. It’s ultimately a very different 
show than “True Detective,” and in many ways, maybe even a better one. One thing’s for sure, though. No matter 
what Rust Cohle says, in Fuller’s little universe, the light barely stands a chance.

CaribWeek 2014
A four day long event celebrating ev-

erything Caribbean! This year’s theme: 
Growing from the same banana tree, 
hanging from different branches. Join us 
for these events!

Thursday, 4/3
Convocation and Keynote Address

7 p.m.- 9 p.m.
Usdan – Daniel Family Commons

A discussion of the sociopolitical history which created 
the frame for the diversity in the Caribbean, in addition to 
the politics which influence the regulation of the natural 

resources and such. We will hear words from Wesleyan pro-
fessor of theater, Rashida Shaw, as well as freshman speaker, 

Jamilia Simon, and senior speaker, Opraha Miles.
Some food will be provided. Semi-formal dress code.

Friday, 4/4
Bajari

7 p.m. – 9 p.m.
CFA – World Music Hall

Annual Caribbean heritage show. Performances of sing-
ing, dancing, music, spoken word and more.

Friday, 4/4
Bajari After Party/ Rep Yuh Flag Party (Co-

sponsored by Ujamaa)
10 p.m. – 2:00 a.m.

Eclectic
Come out and represent your country, Caribbean or 

not. Dress in your flag colors from head to toe. Wear your 
flag if yuh have that much pride!! Music provided by DJ Mr. 

Sarj. Tickets will be sold in advance
from a CSA representative in Usdan ($2 for Wesleyan 

students, $5 for off-campus guests). Proceeds will benefit 
Hands for Haiti. Doors close at 11 PM.

Saturday, 4/5
Movements of the Caribbean: A Dance Workshop

Led by Kumina, Kalalu & Caliente
12 p.m. – 4 p.m.

Fayerweather 106 & 108
Three of the Caribbean dance groups on campus unite 

the community through an instructional session of danc-
ing. Kalalu and Kumina will teach participants original 
Afro-Caribbean dance routines, while Caliente teaches 
Latino-Caribbean dances. This workshop is open to the 

Wesleyan community as well as selected Wesleyan-affiliated 
Middletown afterschool programs area. Please bring a water 

bottle and comfortable clothes to dance in.

Sunday, 4/6
12 p.m. – 4 p.m.

Campus Carnival
A family friendly event open to members of Wesleyan 

and the larger Middletown community. We will celebrate 
aspects of Caribbean culture through a day of interactive 
activities. Planned events will include a variety of arts and 

crafts sessions, music and dance, a giant obstacle course and 
a live steel band performance by local band Dee 4 Awee & 
Co. There will be many opportunities to wins great prizes, 

including a raffle to raise money for Hands for Haiti.

These events were made possible through Co-sponsorship of: The 
African American Studies Program, American Studies Department, Center 
for Community Partnerships, Dance Department, Student Activities and 

Leadership Development Office and Ujamaa.



FRIDAY, APRIL 4, 2014THE WESLEYAN ARGUS14 • arts  

THE CINEFILES
Andreas Streuli and Lillian Holman

Film Board Representatives

Now that the weather’s getting a wee bit warmer, the Goldsmith Cinema 
doesn’t seem that far, does it?  Plus, you’re not going to want to miss what’s in store 
for you at the end of this week at the Film Series. This weekend’s selection’s abound 
in movie magic from a very wide spectrum, both very different but totally awesome 
in their own ways.

Also, Lilly here, I just wanted to say a quick farewell. After this week I have 
a different job for the Film Board. Luckily for you all, Andreas is staying on and 
the talented Joseph Eusebio is taking over for me. It has been a pleasure enthusing 
about film with you week after week, and I’ll see you at the Goldsmith!

“Ghostbusters”
1984. USA. Dir: Ivan Reitman. With Bill Murray, Harold Ramis. 105 min.
Friday, April 4th. 8 p.m. $5.

We do not condone eating in the Goldsmith 
Family Cinema, but we encourage all of you to raise a 
Twinkie (they’re back!), a really big one in fact, before 
Friday’s screen of “Ghostbusters” in honor of the late 
great Harold Ramis. Both on screen and off, he was 
a smart, dedicated man just trying to do his job. On 
screen, it was to capture ghosts. Off screen, it was to 
make you laugh. Luckily for us all, he succeeded at 
both. You also get to find out who that old guy be-
hind the desk was in “Grand Budapest Hotel” and 
the voice of Little Bo Peep from “Toy Story” (I’ll give 
you a hint, it wasn’t Dan Akyroyd).  So don’t cross 
the streams, please let us know if you are the gate-
keeper (or the keymaster), and say it with me, “Who 
ya gonna call?” I’ll leave it to you to find out.

“George Kuchar’s Clean & Dirty Shorts”
A program of experimental films 1959-1973. 
Approximately 42 min. Saturday, April 5. 8 p.m. Free.

How many opportunities do you get to see avant-
garde, experimental filmmaking? In the Goldsmith?  
Probably not many, which is a shame as it’s an oft-
overlooked but nonetheless vital realm of moviemak-
ing that surely deserves wider attention.  This Saturday, 
come see  the ever-prolific Kuchar’s visceral, dynamic 
experiments with film form that are as fun as they are 
virtuosic.   What’s more, the program of six short films 
only lasts 42 minutes, making it an ideal way to kick off 
your Saturday night.

Mac DeMarco’s Salad Days 
Does Not Disappoint

By Matthew Weinstein 
Contributing Writer

Mac DeMarco is a character. 
There is no other way of describing 
him. The contrast between the vul-
garity of his live performances and 
the content of his music makes him 
uniquely fun. DeMarco’s eccentrici-
ties are making him into a household 
name. He is certainly talented, but his 
ability to entertain his fans is what 
marks the young Canadian as a poten-
tially special artist. Salad Days takes 
some of that quirkiness, adding more 
funk and depth to DeMarco’s music 
and lyrics.

DeMarco avoids disappointment 
after his stellar debut album, 2, by be-
ing himself and letting the music flow. 
2 specialized in making the experience 
light and grounded in common daily 
issues. For example, “Cooking Up 
Something Good” spelled out a nice 
little story about DeMarco’s dad possi-
bly cooking meth in the basement. As 
I said, obviously common daily issues.

Salad Days, comparatively, is a 

pleasure characterized by ’60s-style 
vocals, gentle guitar pickings, and the 
occasionally phat synth. The shift in 
his musical style from the days before 
he signed with Captured Tracks is 
pretty dramatic. From the start of the 
album, a calm feeling permeates each 
song. The first half of Salad Days is 
more typical of the happy and playful 
style that characterized 2. The leading 
track, “Salad Days,” is light, simple, 
and whimsical. The plucky guitar 
and old-timey vocals of 2 are in full 
force. “Blue Boy” follows as a perfect 
example of how DeMarco manages to 
make a depressing theme happy and 
playful. Each little strum of the guitar 
leads perfectly into the next until the 
track abruptly ends, leaving listeners 
yearning for more.

Both “Brother” and “Goodbye 
Weekend” begin the shift into 
DeMarco’s newer style. Following 
“Blue Boy,” “Brother” is a darker track 
that lacks the usual upbeat nature of 
his music. The guitar establishes what 
is best described as an “off ” mood. 
Ever feel like you are having an off 

day? The first word out of DeMarco’s 
mouth is “Shit,” followed by the con-
tinual message “go home.” The eerie 
wailing closing the song completes the 
bad-day vibes. “Goodbye Weekend” 
continues the gloomier trend of Salad 
Days. Like “Brother,” the track dis-
plays DeMarco’s impeccable ability to 
create and emote a train of thought. 
Salad Days’ structure is apparent in 
the placement of “Goodbye Weekend” 
after “Brother;” his message that life 
is “Sometimes rough but generally 
speaking I’m fine” is a good message 
following the depressing nature of 
“Brother.”

“Passing Out Pieces” and 
“Chamber of Reflection” are repre-
sentative of DeMarco’s funkier brand 
of music seen in Salad Days. The 
deep, resonating bass in “Passing Out 
Pieces,” with its highs and lows, is a 
highpoint of the album. DeMarco’s 
lyrics and tone complement the synth 
perfectly. The highlight of Salad Days 
is “Chamber of Reflection.” The 
funky synth, higher-octave vocals, 
and repetitiveness combine to cre-
ate a shoe gazing masterpiece. The 
combination of the deep bass, à la 
“Passing Out Pieces,” combined with 
the organ-esque synth is spectacular. 
Completing the song’s introspective 
nature is the repeated line, “Alone 
again, alone again.”

DeMarco’s declaration in the 
title track that “salad days are gone” 
might be sad for salad connoisseurs. 
However, picky eating aside, the 
song’s message of growing maturity 
amidst the challenge of facing the ag-
ing process demonstrates the evolu-
tion of DeMarco’s music. Salad Days 
is merely the next step in the magnifi-
cent mellowing of Mac DeMarco, and 
I can’t wait to hear what he does next.

By Gwendolyn Rosen
Arts Editor

If you’re one to roam the music 
studio practice rooms late at night, 
you’ve probably overheard Jack Lewis 
’15 and Katie Solomon ’15 rehearsing 
their latest collaborations. The singer/
songwriter duo has spent this past year 
at Wesleyan combining their musi-
cal talents to create a compilation of 
coffeehouse-style tunes. Lewis’s com-
forting guitar lines, Solomon’s breathy 
vocals, and thoughtful lyrics meld per-
fectly to create songs that make you 
want to close your eyes and sink into 
their world. Calm, cool, and collected 
as usual, the duo spoke to The Argus 
about their songwriting process and 
future plans to keep making music.

The Argus: So do you guys just call 
yourselves “Jack and Katie”?
Jack Lewis: We had a lot of different 
name ideas we were trying to come up 
with. [To Katie] You almost changed 
your name to Jill.
Katie Solomon: I wanted that.

A: That’s cute.
JL: We thought it would be really 
funny—I thought it would be really 
funny—to go with “Just Friends” be-
cause everyone always asked us if we 
were dating. Especially our parents. 
Like, my mom asked me four sepa-
rate times. “You guys are just friends 
though, right?” So then Olivia [Mason 
’15] was like, you should just call 
yourselves “Just Friends.” So we al-
most did that.

A: That’s funny. Especially with one of 
the songs you have on SoundCloud, 
“My Lover and My Friend.”
KS: Whenever I’m singing, I’ll always 
look like I’m in love with Jack, long-
ingly at him.

A: When did you start being “Jack 
and Katie”?
KS: We started playing this summer.
JL: Right when we met. Within the 
first few times we hung out we just 
started playing like covers and stuff. 
And we were like, “Oh we should 
play music when we get back in the 
fall.” And then we did. And then we 
started just still playing covers, and 
we recorded “I Just Can’t Wait to Be 
King” and “The Only Exception,” 
and just decided to start writing our 
own songs.

A: When did you start writing your 
own songs?
KS: Like the middle of last semester. 
But I had never done that before, like, 
written with anyone else.
JL: I had to bring a song that I had 
wrote and teach it to her before she 
was comfortable writing her own 
songs in front of me.
KS: It’s so awkward to write songs 
with another person.
JL: Yeah, it is.

A: What’s more difficult about writing 
with somebody else as opposed to by 
yourself?
JL: I like it more.
KS: Yeah, now I like it.
JL: I struggle writing songs by myself. 

But when you’re first starting out writ-
ing songs, you feel really self-conscious 
about writing down lyrics on the spot.
KS: Lyrics come out really awkwardly 
at first, I would say.

A: Would you say one of you does 
mostly the melodic writing and the 
other does lyrics, or is it split evenly?
KS: We’ve done both. I feel like gen-
erally we come together, he’ll bring 
a guitar part kind of thing and then 
I’ll do melody and lyrics kind of stuff. 
That’s what we generally do.
JL: Sometimes she’ll come to me with 
like chords and lyrics, and I’ll write 
the guitar part. It’s usually not a whole 
song that we bring to each other, it’s 
just parts.

A: What’s your favorite thing you’ve 
written so far?
KS: I think “Creature of the Rest” 
is my favorite, because it was one of 
the first songs we ever wrote, but we 
didn’t record it. It’s a little raunchier.
JL: There is a recording out there, 
somewhere, that we’re still trying to 
get. We recorded it for a class at the 
Green Street Arts Studio. But we 
haven’t gotten it back yet.

A: When you do get the recording, 
will you be making it available online?
JL: Absolutely.

A: What is available right now on 
SoundCloud?
KS: Not that much.
JL: Only five songs. We’ve been hop-
ing to get a lot more recording done 

Just Friends: Artistic Duo Solomon and Lewis ’15 
Talk Songwriting and Production Processes

this semester, but we’ve been really 
busy and there were some issues with 
getting access to the recording studio. 
So we’re a little bit behind.
KS: But shortly there will be a lot. 
We’re going to just pound them out.

A: Do you have a lot written right 
now that you’re just waiting to record?
KS: Yeah.

A: Awesome. What are you most ex-
cited about recording?
KS: Maybe “Penny.”
JL: I was going to say that’s my fa-
vorite one so far, but that’s probably 
because it’s new.

A: What’s that song about?
KS: So we started it one night when 
we were really intoxicated. So we got, 
like, really excited about it. His guitar 
part was awesome.
JL: I had this guitar part working for 
a while. And it was a more compli-
cated guitar part than I usually write. 
So I was really excited to show Katie 
because I think it was really cool. And 
we were very intoxicated. And she just 
started writing lyrics.
KS: And the first lyric was good, like, 
the first line. But then the next day 
when I looked back it made really just 
no sense. At all.
JL: Well the first line, you were search-
ing for something to write about and 
you saw a penny on my floor.

A: So how much change was there 
between you drunkenly writing and 
doing some sober editing?

KS: The majority of it changed. But 
that was a start. I feel like we’ve start-
ed drunk a lot.
JL: And then we go back later.

A: What do you guys have planned 
for this summer?
KS: We’re both going to be in New 
York, hopefully playing some gigs. 
Starting out at the open mics.

A: What goals do you guys have for 
the future?
JL: I mean, you know, there’s always 
the dream that we’ll make it. But 
we’ve talked about how we don’t re-
ally care if we’re famous. It’s fine if 
we’re just in a small apartment play-
ing shows at night and doing day jobs 
during the day.

A: But you see this as something that 
would continue after Wes?
JL: I hope so.
KS: Yeah, [I] definitely want to in 
general, with music.
JL: See where things take us.

A: Do you see putting together ev-
erything you’ve written so far into an 
album of some sort?
JL: Well that was the plan for this 
semester, was to make a seven- or 
eight-song album so we would have 
something to give to people over the 
summer when we were playing. We’ll 
see if we can get it done. We should be 
able to get something done.
KS: Probably just put it online 
though. We would love if you lis-
tened. Just give us a listen!

C/O PASSIONWEISS.COM

Mac DeMarco’s third album, Salad Days, is an energetic and lyrically 
introspective set of songs.
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Fish Out Of Water: Students Expand Horizons With 
Introductory Classes in the Arts

By Ali Jamali
Staff Writer

Since 1831, the University has em-
phasized its liberal arts education, and 
though satisfactory completion of 32 
credits is the requirement for graduation 
(with most majors requiring the success-
ful completion of 10 credits on average), 
students have the freedom to choose 
from a wide range of courses and explore 
their areas of interest. As an international 
student who came to Wesleyan with the 
intention of majoring in mathematics 
and computer science, I had never taken 
an arts class before. This semester, I was 
tempted to take Acting I in an attempt 
to diversify my curriculum and, in doing 
so, discovered an entirely new artistic side 
of myself. It may be daunting to take a 
course in the arts with no prior experi-
ence, but I quickly learned that I was 
not the only one having this sort of ex-
perience. So I got a box of donuts and a 
recorder, and prepared to interview four 
students about their experiences in the 
lovely world of arts.

I had the pleasure to talk with 
Alexander Turner ’15, a sociology major 
from Los Angles. This semester, he is tak-
ing The Social Body, Urban Societies, 
Narrative and Ideology, and Acting I. For 
me, the latter is challenging in represent-
ing a believable character with human 
emotions. For Turner, the difficulty lies 
elsewhere.

“We’re learning how to act,” Turner 
said. “It’s an introduction to acting.... For 
me, what I’m learning how to do is mem-
orize lines. It’s the biggest thing. ’Cause I 
can’t do that!”

Turner has had some exposure to 
the world of acting through roles in stu-
dent films.

“I’ve been in a bunch of student 
films,” Turner said. “Chloe [Shipko ’14] 
asked me to be in one of her movies last 
year. I think it was for her class project 
and I was like, ‘No! I’m going to ruin 
your movie.’ But then I was forced into it 
and got good reactions.”

Turner has also acted in Shipko’s 

thesis and other student films. These ex-
periences made him curious about acting 
in general, leading him to our class.

“I’ve been doing acting and I wanted 
to see what a method would say,” Turner 
said. “I was curious because there are so 
many different parts of living as a human 
that you can represent on a screen, and 
if everyone approaches it from the same 
way, you’re going see very narrow aspects 
of human experience and expression. 
I wanted to see what that way was and 
why.”

When I asked Turner what he 
thinks about the difference between act-
ing on film and in an acting class, I was 
not surprised that he saw them as separate 
experiences.

“One, in film...you do have to 
memorize lines but…it doesn’t matter re-
ally that much,” Turner said. “And then 
film is more kind of like hanging out with 
your friends. You don’t really have to sit in 
class and do things! But I guess they are 
kind of similar too.”

I think of art as a representation of 
an individual’s inner image and feelings 
on paper, screen, or stage. Turner also has 
a unique perspective on the arts.

“To me, art is an expression and I 
think it depends on if the person receiv-
ing it relates to the person who is express-
ing it,” Turner said.

Turner thinks every artistic experi-
ence is specific to that individual.

“I would had never taken that acting 
class had I not been in senior thesis things 
first, but I never would have done the 
senior thesis had I not been in the other 
things which I was forced into,” Turner 
said. “I don’t know…I think everyone has 
to find their own path for this…you just 
have to kind of go for what you feel or 
what you’re forced to. It depends on you.”

Aime Arroyo-Ramirez ’16, a soph-
omore from Berkeley, California, is a 
neuroscience and behavior and biology 
double major that can dance her way 
through any party. This semester, in ad-
dition to two science classes, a lab, and 
a physical education course, Arroyo-
Ramirez is taking West African Dance I 

to add something new to her schedule. 
Her last comparable experience was a 
hip-hop class in fifth grade during which 
she had to perform in front of the whole 
school; West African Dance is adding 
a new academic perspective to her past 
dance experiences.

“We’re learning how to dance, obvi-
ously,” Arroyo-Ramirez said. “But what I 
think a lot of people tend to forget about 
dance classes is that they also learn a lot 
about the culture...[of ] where the dance 
comes from.”

Though West African dance is new 
to Arroyo-Ramirez, she has been able to 
make connections to her neuroscience 
background.

“I took a class last semester called 
‘Behavioral Neurobiology,’” Arroyo-
Ramirez said. “We learned a lot of things 
involving neuroscience, but we learned a 
lot about movement and how it started 
and what’s going on and muscles and 
everything like that and so I thought it 
would be really cool to take a class where 
I’m looking at something through a dif-
ferent point of view.”

Although Arroyo-Ramirez didn’t 
plan to take dance classes in college, she 
was inspired to do so by one of her cours-
es last year.

“Last year I took a class called Greek 
History and so I realized…there is more 
to me than just science,” Arroyo-Ramirez 
said. “I love science. It’s really fun. But I 
also love history. I love art. I just want be 
this well-rounded person and I feel like…
I tend to forget about other things when 
I’m focusing on my major so much.”

Arroyo-Ramirez may have been 
afraid of taking a dance class at first, but 
I couldn’t see a single sign of regret in her 
eyes when she was talking about her class.

“Sometimes…I would be a little 
worried about the class because I would 
be like, ‘There’s going be dance majors in 
the class and…I’m just going look awful 
in comparison and I have not done noth-
ing like this in a while,’” Arroyo-Ramirez 
said. “But honestly, the professor looks at 
your experience. So they’re not going to 
expect something crazy for you when it’s 

something really new.”
William Donnelly ’15, an English 

major, is taking Introduction to Dance 
among his other classes.

“We learn the basics of movement,” 
Donnelly said. “We’re not learning spe-
cific types of dance necessarily, we’re just 
sort of learning how to move and move 
with each other.... [The class is] meant to 
introduce people who are unfamiliar with 
dance into moving their bodies in new 
ways that I haven’t previously thought 
of.”

Donnelly was inspired by the artis-
tic pursuits of those around him.

“I took dance because my boy-
friend is a dancer,” Donnelly said. “He 
is very passionate about dance and I just 
thought...[I would] learn a little bit more 
about something that he is really inter-
ested in…Also, last semester I had a lot of 
very heavy reading intensive classes, so I 
though I’d take something that was a little 
bit out of my comfort zone.”

Donnelly is satisfied with his skill 
progression in the class so far; however 
he doesn’t quite agree with the fact that 
many dance courses are worth only half 
a credit.

“I know a bunch of people who 
are in dance classes and they have this 
super intensive workout, and on top of 
that they have papers, have to go to per-
formances and everything, and still they 
only get half credit for it,” Donnelly said. 
“I think dance classes should be worth 
more than a credit because it takes…an 
intensive amount of physical energy.”

After taking his first dance class, 
Donnelly now has an appreciation for 
the time and effort dance majors put 
into their work, despite the half credit 
that may be listed next to some classes on 
WesMaps.

“I have definitely learned how much 
work it takes to be a dancer,” Donnelly 
said.

To end an already amazing evening 
of hearing about interesting experiences, 
I wrapped up my interviews by talking 
to Hugh Manoli ’15 from Pittsburgh, 
who is double majoring in neuroscience 

and behavior and biology. He is taking 
Drawing I this semester; although this 
is his first time in a studio art class at 
Wesleyan, he was continuously involved 
with arts during high school.

“I went to an arts magnet high 
school, so I have sort of a basis…a back-
ground in drawing,” Manoli said. “So 
during the afternoon we took art classes, 
but my drawing class was not that good. 
I think this one [Drawing I] is a lot more 
structured because we have to fit all of 
Drawing I into a semester. Whereas in my 
old school...each year you took a draw-
ing class so there wasn’t as much pressure. 
This one is definitely more intensive. And 
I think because it’s more intensive it’s 
more helpful, because you actually focus 
on [doing] better.”

Like Donnelly, Manoli was looking 
for a change in his schedule to counter his 
usual study grind.

“I think one reason I took it in 
addition to getting better at drawing is 
because I have two test-heavy and study-
heavy classes, and I wanted to take two 
very different classes,” Manoli said. “Not 
only is the work different, but the type 
of thinking is different, and I’ve had a lot 
of semesters where I’ve only had science 
classes, only test-heavy classes and it ends 
up being very stressful…. I think creativi-
ty and artistic expressions, stuff like those, 
are really important to foster even if you 
are a major out[side] of arts because, you 
know, creative thinking is important.”

Drawing may not be Manoli’s top 
choice among visual arts: he also enjoys 
painting and hopes to take it in near fu-
ture before graduating. Furthermore, he 
plans to continue enjoying various as-
pects of art beyond his time at Wesleyan.

“I will continue to doodle in my 
spare time, and I also will continue go-
ing to museums and art galleries,” Manoli 
said.

These four students show that your 
major does not limit your academic life at 
Wesleyan. Thanks to the emphasis on lib-
eral arts, everyone can pursue their artistic 
interest no matter what else they study, or 
what their past experience has been.

Who Wore It Wes: Brandon Eng ’15
By Gavriella Wolf

Staff Writer

Brandon Eng ’15 transferred this 
year from State University of New York  
[SUNY]at Geneseo. He is an art history 
major who laughs off his personal style as 
that of a “gallerina with no money,” inject-
ing thrift and wit into his everyday looks. 
Hailing from Manhattan, Eng thinks that 
the Wesleyan campus is easier to dress for 
than the big city, but he was also interest-
ed in the unique looks and manifestation 
of normcore in student style on campus.

The Argus: To what extent do you con-
sider yourself interested in fashion?
Brandon Eng: I like looking at it when 
I have time, or to procrastinate, but I’m 
more interested in, deciding what I like to 
wear than trying to figure out what’s cool. 
And I like seeing what’s new.

A: So how long have you cared about what 
you wore?
BE: Like [since] high school, because that 
was a time when no one really knows what 
your identity is, so it’s a pretty easy way to 
differentiate yourself. But now that I feel 
like I have a slightly better idea of who I 
am; I don’t need to be as committed to a 
certain look.

A: What do you like and dislike about 
fashion at Wesleyan?
BE: I like that anything goes, but I also 
don’t like that anything goes.

A: How does it compare to the style at 
SUNY [Geneseo]?
BE: I feel like people have a very funny 
idea about what it means to dress nicely, 
or get dressed to go out. But in general, 
I feel like people, in both places, people 
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While there’s a lot that Brandon Eng ’15 loves about Wesleyan fash-
ion, bucket hats are one trend he can’t stand.

have a cool style. Very college-y.

A: How do your clothing choices differ on 
campus from in the city?
BE: I actually have to take comfort less 
into account here, because I’m not travel-
ing places. At home, I have to take into 
account that I could be sitting on the sub-
way, on the bus, standing for long periods 
of time outside, walking places. So here 
I’m actually more apt to wear things that 
might be less comfortable should I have to 
go distances.

A: Where are your favorite places to shop?
BE: I buy a lot of stuff from ASOS, be-
cause they always have stuff on sale, and 
thrift stores. Definitely thrift stores, and 
not any one that pretends to have a curated 
selection of anything.

A: Do you find it hard to shop while at 
Wesleyan?
BE: I actually try not to buy clothes when 
I’m at Wesleyan because I already have too 
much clothing, and buying clothing here 
means I need to move the clothing at some 
point. So I try to generally refrain from 
new purchases here.

A: Where do you draw style inspiration 
from on campus?
BE: Some of my professors are pretty styl-
ish. I actually do like seeing how people 
are dressed up, generally at music things…
everyone has their personal, other student 
style icons, that’s just like “ooh, what’s that 
person wearing today?” Even if you don’t 
know them.

A: Who are your style icons off campus?
BE: Her name’s Ursina Gysi, but she and 
her boyfriend [Dominic Haydn Rawle] are 
always on the Internet and they’re always 

going to fashion things…but I see pictures 
of them all the time, and I like looking at 
images of them because they have a cou-
ple’s style. They both dress cool, but they 
definitely coordinate their outfits in a very 
interesting way.

A: How do you deal with dressing for tran-
sitioning weather like we’ve been having?
BE: You have those days where you end 
up changing around dinnertime because 
you’re like, “w\Well this was appropriate to 
wear when the sun was out, and now, it’s 
20 degrees colder, so….” So just changing, 
I guess? Layers.

A: Is there a current trend you love? 
BE: A shout-out to the ’90s…Just like 
raver stuff. Obviously I like these platform 
things (points at boots)…. All the ’90s 
things came in at different times, like the 
grunge thing’s been current for a while, 
like five or six years maybe, but then ’90s 
hip-hop came in. Now I think people are 
revisiting Calvin Klein ’90s minimal. Now 
all three of these different ’90s things are 
coming together, so I think it’s an inter-
esting moment. And of course this is al-
ways how it is with trends from the past. 
It’s never just like a straight rehashing…. 
I think this time, the way it’s come back 
is that it is this carnivalization of different 
social groups and status symbols that one 
person would never have worn at the same 
time, in that period.

A: Is there a current trend you hate?
BE: I actually do kind of hate the slogans. 
Like, which rapper’s been really into Hood 
by Air and all that really goofy stuff? It’s 
like really expensive street wear that only 
people who live in the suburbs can afford 
right now…. And, oh my god, bucket hats 
are something that I don’t like right now!
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By Michael Sheldon
Staff Writer

The softball team opened con-
ference play last weekend, host-
ing Amherst for a series starting on 
Friday, March 28. The team strug-
gled mightily, being outscored 27-14 
over the weekend and starting the 
season off 0-2 in conference play. The 
would-be third game of the weekend 
was suspended in the fifth inning due 
to rain; it will be continued at a later 
date.

On Friday, Wesleyan was given 
an unexpected home field advan-
tage: the Cardinals were scheduled 
to visit the Lord Jeffs for the contest, 
but due to poor weather conditions 
at Amherst, the game was hosted by 
Wesleyan. However, the Cardinals 
were unable to translate this extra 
boon into success.

It didn’t take long for things to 
get out of hand. After scoring a run 
in the first by stealing home, the Lord 
Jeffs went up 6-0 in the bottom of 
the second. This wasn’t a knock on 
the performance of starting pitcher 
Su Pardo ’16, who had a solid out-

Softball Struggles Against Jeffs 
in NESCAC Opening

By Craig Weinhaus
Contributing Writer

Coming off of a three-
game winning streak that fea-
tured victories against Wellesley, 
Skidmore, and St. Joseph’s, the 
women’s lacrosse team began its 
run of seven straight NESCAC 
matches to close out their regular 
season schedule. The three con-
secutive wins brought the team’s 
overall record to 5-3, but their 
0-3 record in conference play left 
the team with an uphill climb the 
rest of the way.

The Cardinals’ first con-
test of the extended NESCAC 
stretch came on Saturday, March 
29 at home against a Colby 
team ranked 12th nationally in 
Division III.  Though they trailed 
the entire game, the Cardinals 
hung around and competed with 
the very talented Mules.

After an early Colby goal 
two minutes in to open up the 
scoring, the Cardinals’ Abby 
Wheeler ’17 tied the game up at 
1-1 with her eighth goal of the 
season. The two teams traded 
goals throughout the rest of the 
first half, with Cardinal scores 
coming from Leah Sherman ’15, 
Martha Harding ’16, and Maddy 
Coulter ’14. Harding’s goal was 
the sophomore’s 12th on the year, 
good for third-most on the team.

The Cardinals trailed 5-4 
at halftime, but quickly tied the 
game three minutes into the sec-
ond half when Caty Daniels ’15 
netted her eighth goal of the sea-
son.

Colby then took the lead for 
good at the 20:38 mark of the 
second half with a high-bouncing 

goal. Sherman tacked on her 11th 
goal of the year at the 8:49 mark, 
followed by Coulter’s 3rd and final 
goal of the day with 1:24 remaining, 
which made it a one-goal game. But 
the Cardinals’ comeback attempt 
eventually fell short, with Colby able 
to hold on to the 9-8 victory.

Meredith Smith ’17, the 
Cardinals’ leading scorer, took nine 
shots on goal but was held scoreless. 
Wesleyan’s keeper, Nina Labovich 
’16, came away with seven saves in 
the game.

The Cardinals returned to ac-
tion this past Wednesday, traveling 
to Amherst to take on an undefeated 
Lord Jeffs squad, ranked third in the 
nation.

After Amherst jumped out to an 
early 4-0 lead, Daphne Kroessler ’15 
opened up the scoring for Wesleyan 
with her first goal of the year. Smith 
followed with her team-high 15th 
goal of the season with 1:01 remain-
ing in the first half, making it 5-2 at 
the break. Coulter then scored her 
13th and 14th goals of the season in 
the second half, but Wesleyan was 
not able to stave off the Amherst at-
tack, falling 8-4.

The Cardinals outshot the Lord 
Jeffs 17-16, picked up 19 ground 
balls compared to Amherst’s 17, and 
turned the ball over 18 times com-
pared to Amherst’s 22, but the Lord 
Jeffs’ 10 saves proved to be the differ-
ence in the game.

With many hard-fought games 
and close losses against elite oppo-
nents, the Cardinals now sit at 0-5 
in the NESCAC, leaving them with 
a difficult battle to make the confer-
ence playoffs. The team will look to 
get their first NESCAC victory with 
a contest against Williams at home 
on Saturday, April 5.

Two ’Cac Losses 
for Women’s Lax

Su Pardo ’16 struck out a Wesleyan-record 19 batters in a 1-0 win over St. Joseph.
SHANNON WELCH/STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
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They needed extra innings to do it, but the Cardinals finally gutted out a run in a 1-0 win.

ing. Rather, Amherst’s scoring was fa-
cilitated by three errors made by the 
Cardinal defense. All six of the runs 
scored by Amherst in the first 2 in-
nings were unearned.

The early deficit proved too 
much for the Wesleyan offense to 
handle. No Wesleyan hitter could 
manage to muster more than one hit, 
and for the most part the Cardinals 
couldn’t string anything together. 
By the end of the third inning, 
Amherst had tacked on another two 
runs to bump its lead up to 8-0, and 
Wesleyan only responded with three 
of its own.

Pardo, who pitched the entire 
game for the Cardinals, took the loss 
despite allowing just two earned runs.

Things only got tougher for 
Wesleyan during the first game of the 
Saturday, March 29 double header. 
Starting pitcher Amanda Roosa ’16 
had a very difficult outing, giving up 
eight earned runs on 10 hits in just 
1.1 innings before being pulled from 
the game. Her replacement, Captain 
Laura Getchell ’14, was better, but 
still struggled, allowing five addition-
al runs over the course of her 3.2 in-

nings. In all, Amherst scored 13 runs 
on 17 hits.

Again, Wesleyan’s offense strug-
gled. The Cardinals put together 
only five hits, earning four runs in 
the process. Catcher Abigail Rutt ’17 
had two hits, and third baseman Jill 
Gately ’15 knocked in two RBIs in 
an otherwise slow day for Wesleyan’s 
hitters. This meager showing was 
not enough to keep the Cardinals in 
striking distance, and Wesleyan lost 
13-4 by the mercy rule after just five 
innings.

The Cardinals showed more life 
in the second game of the double 
header and the third game of the 
weekend overall, leading 7-6 into the 
top of the fifth inning. However, the 
game was postponed at that point 
due to weather.

This is certainly not how the 
Cardinals wanted to start off 2014 
NESCAC play. Coming off a strong 
showing last year, expectations are 
high for Wesleyan this season, re-
gardless of their young roster. The 
Cardinals will look to right the ship 
against Hamilton, against whom they 
square off on Friday, April 4.

WSA Kickball 
Tournament

Sign up for the WSA Kickball 
Tournament! There will be mu-
sic, excitement, and $100 for the 
winning team, bobble water bot-
tles for the runners up, as well 
as the pride of being able to say 
that your student group/friend 
group/whatever is the best (at 
kickball).

Sign up by Friday,  April 4
Date: Sunday,  April 6
Time: 12 p.m. - 6 p.m. on April 6
Place: Bacon Field House
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Friday, April 4, 2014

Baseball vs. 
Middlebury
Home, 4 p.m.

Softball vs. Hamilton
Home, 5 p.m.

Saturday, April 5, 2014

Crew vs. Worcester 
Polytechnic Institute, 
Colby College, 
UMass-Amherst and 
Middlebury College
Away, Time TBA

Track at the Wesleyan 
Classic
Home, 11 a.m.

Softball vs. Hamilton 
(DH)
Home, 12 p.m.

Baseball vs. 
Middlebury (DH)
Home, 12 p.m.

Women’s Lacrosse vs. 
Williams
Home, 12 p.m.

Men’s Lacrosse vs. 
Williams (at MCLA, 
North Adams, MA)
Home, 3 p.m.

Sunday, April 6, 2014

Men’s Tennis at Colby
Away, 10 a.m.

Women’s Tennis at 
Colby
Away, 1 p.m.

SportsCalendar

Men’s Tennis Wins 
Wacky Camels Match

By Gili Lipman
Assistant Sports Editor

Following a mixed weekend of play, 
the men’s tennis team still finds itself sit-
ting in the middle of the pack with a .500 
winning percentage in conference play. 
The Redbirds traveled to Conn College 
last Saturday, March 29 in hopes of bag-
ging their second NESCAC win of the 
young season. After abysmal weather 
conditions forced a change of venue, the 
players rallied for a gritty victory over the 
Camels.

“Conn proved to be an extremely 
difficult match for us,” wrote Head Coach 
Michael Fried in an email to The Argus. 
“We started the match playing five singles 
outdoors, and, somewhat as anticipated, 
we won the first set on each court with 
the closest set being 6-2. Soon after, the 
rain came and we moved inside to their 
two available courts, which were the fast-
est, most unusual courts I believe I’ve ever 
seen. To make a long story short, six hours 
later, we were very fortunate to come away 
with what turned into an extremely diffi-
cult and taxing win.”

At second singles, Michael Liu ’17 
ground out a tough, three-set match 6-1, 
2-6, 6-3. Unfortunately, unlike Liu, fel-
low freshman Jake Roberts was not able to 
win after falling in the second set. Roberts 
was defeated by a score of 6-2, 5-7, 1-6 
at first singles. The freshman standout 
would later rebound, teaming up with 
Sam Rudovsky ’16 at third doubles for an 
8-6 win. Liu also secured his second point 
for the Cardinals, winning 9-7 at second 
doubles with Michael King ’16. At first 
doubles, Zacko Brint ’16 and Greg Lyon 
’17 were unable to finish their match. 
King and Brint both picked up victories 
for the Redbirds in straight sets at fifth and 
sixth singles, respectively. Captain Stephen 
Monk ’15 earned the remaining point for 
the Cardinals, downing his opponent at 
fourth singles in straight sets 6-2, 6-3.

The team continued its week-
end road trip on Sunday, March 30 to 
Medford, where it faced off against Tufts. 
Despite beating the Jumbos last year by a 
score of 5-4, both teams have a new iden-
tity with different players this time around.

“On the road again on Sunday, we 
were simply a little flat, and Tufts just 
played better than us,” Fried wrote.

The Cardinals only victory of the day 
came at second doubles, where Liu and 
King worked together for an 8-6 result. 
Roberts and Brint put up the best fights 
of the afternoon at first and sixth singles, 
respectively. Roberts lost the first set 6-3, 
but then recovered to squeeze out a 7-6 tie-
break win in the second set. The first-year 
player couldn’t ride the momentum any 
further, losing 9-11 in the deciding super 
tiebreaker. Brint also came back to win the 
second set 6-4 after losing the first set 5-7. 
He could not convert on his opportunities, 
dropping the super tiebreaker 6-10.

It will definitely take more time for 
this young team to gel together and sus-
tain success, but they have time on their 
side. The players are forming into a lineup 
that will not be looked upon lightly come 
playoff time. For now, the team has to take 
it one match at a time and focus on Colby.

“We’ll work hard to get our con-
fidence back this week, focus on our 
doubles and our mental toughness, as we 
prepare for another road match against a 
nationally ranked team,” Fried wrote.

If the Cardinals are going to live 
up to their potential and improve certain 
facets of their playing style, they are going 
to have to be led by Captains Monk and 
Rudovsky.

“I think the captain’s role is tremen-
dously important following a loss,” Fried 
wrote. “They’re really the mouthpiece that 
can most help restore confidence and the 
fire we’ll need going forward.”

The 2012-2013 team shutout Colby, 
9-0, but Fried thinks that the Mules will 
provide a much tougher challenge this go-
around.

“Last year’s results against Colby re-
ally has no bearing at all,” Fried wrote. 
“They have a completely different team 
and have been playing the best they ever 
have, and we know we’re in for a tremen-
dous battle.”

The Redbirds will look to start a 
new winning streak against the Mules on 
Sunday, April 6 at Colby.

“We’ve been working extremely 
hard during practice this week in prepara-
tion for what will undoubtedly be a battle 
against a much-improved Colby team,” 
Monk wrote in an email to The Argus. 
“Everyone is fired up for the chance to 
take it to Colby on their home courts this 
Sunday.”

By Tobias Thor Lichtenstein
Staff Writer

After a solid start for both outdoor 
squads, the Cardinal track teams faced 
a test in the Coast Guard Invitational. 
With probable cold weather and im-
minent rainfall, Wesleyan’s athletes were 
aware of the challenge that the Coast 
Guard’s climate would pose.

“Coast Guard tends to be a tough-
er meet earlier in the season just because 
it’s right on the water and usually cold, 
so the times are a little slow,” Sydney 
Cogswell ’16 said. “[However], I think 
everyone had good performances for 
one of our first outdoor meets.”

With help from Cogswell’s first- 
place performance in the 400m dash, 
the ladies’ team had a strong show-
ing despite the inclement weather, and 
finished fifth out of 12 teams with 12 
place-winning efforts. Unfortunately, 
the men had a little more trouble weath-
ering the storm, earning a ninth-place 
finish out of 12 teams. Regardless of the 
struggle, many Cardinal athletes chose 
to embrace the challenge rather than let 
it hinder them.

“Despite having to stand and 
throw in the cold and rain, I definitely 
felt like I improved in the hammer and 
discus,” said Agbon Edomwonyi ’16.

Once again, Edomwonyi remained 
one of Wesleyan’s bright spots, plac-
ing first in the shot put for the second 
consecutive week with a 47-2 ½ point 
performance, in addition to second and 
seventh place in the discus and hammer, 

respectively. Ladarius Drew ’15 also 
captured a title for the second week in 
a row, but in a different event than last 
week’s.

“I ran the 400m at the first meet 
and ran a good time and got first,” Drew 
said. “I ran the 100m at Coast Guard, 
got a good time again, and got first. I’m 
proud of my times in the same way that 
I’m expecting to continue improving 
in the 100m and 200m, my signature 
events.”

Another place-winning effort for 
the men came from from Erik Hall ’16, 
who placed seventh in the javelin with a 
distance of 46.95. Evan Bieder ’15 and 
Will Dudek ’17 rounded out Wesleyan’s 
35 total team points by placing seventh 
and eighth in the 1500m, respectively.

“Coast Guard wasn’t as good as 
it could have been performance-wise 
due to the conditions,” Captain Sierra 
Livious ’14 said. “The rain came down 
all day, but we still competed our hard-
est.”

Livious’s throwing and running 
proved to be key for the women’s fifth-
place finish; she took second in the 
hammer, third in the shot put, and fifth 
in the 100m hurdles. Combined with 
Cogswell’s 400m title and the eight oth-
er place winners, her efforts propelled 
the Cardinals to a fifth-place finish at 
one of the more challenging meets of 
the season.

“Although the distances, heights, 
and times weren’t much, everyone was 
in the same conditions,” Livious said. 
“Albeit crappy, I do think that it was a 

Track Draws Positives From 
Second Meet of Season

great lesson to learn about compet-
ing no matter the environment or 
situation.… We needed that meet.”

There is no doubt that the la-
dies’ strong start has added a good 
deal of enthusiasm for the season. 
Cogswell voiced her optimism.

“I’m excited about the season,” 
Cogswell said. “We have a lot of 
good girls and had a pretty successful 
indoor season, which will hopefully 
continue into the rest of outdoors 
and NESCACs.”

Coming up, the Cardinals have 
yet another opportunity to defend 
their home turf, this time in the 
Wesleyan Classic on Saturday, April 
5.

“It’ll be exciting to have a big 
meet at our home field and really 
see how we stack up against some 
teams we haven’t already seen this 
season,” Edomwonyi observed. “All 
in all, we’re just hoping for better 
individual and [team showings], and 
definitely better weather.”

The Cardinals have maintained 
a positive attitude throughout the 
year, and will look to build on their 
performance thus far as the season 
continues. As usual, Drew is looking 
ahead with excitement.

“For this upcoming home 
meet, I’m planning on running the 
200m since I haven’t run that yet, 
and I expect to see good competition 
regardless of the event,” Drew said. 
“All I know for sure is Saturday will 
be a great day.”
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By Grant Lounsbury
Staff Writer

From the sound of the first whis-
tle, the speed, intensity, and physicality 
of play ran high between the Cardinals 
and the Lord Jeffs of Amherst. Despite 
a hard fought battle, the Cardinals 
fell to the Jeffs 14-10, handing the 
Cardinals their first NESCAC loss of 
the season and their first home loss 
since April 25, 2012 when they fell to 
Conn. College 10-4. The Cardinals 
fall to 7-3 on the season with a confer-
ence record of 4-1, while the Jeffs im-
prove to 7-2 and 3-2 in the NESCAC.

The Cardinals jumped out to take 
a four-goal lead early in the contest. 
Their second goal came from Quentin 
DellaFera ’15 during a man-down 
situation. DellaFera ended with three 
goals on the night. The Jeffs salvaged 
the first quarter by finally getting on 
the scoreboard with 3.3 seconds re-
maining, but from then on, Amherst 
came roaring back. The Jeffs went on 
a 6-0 run that was finally ended by 
Graham Macnab ’14 in the first two 
minutes of the second half.

“I thought the team came out fast 
and played really well at times, but we 
needed to maintain that level of play 
for four quarters,” said Co-Captain 
Elliot Albert ’14. “We need to be able 
to settle down and play smart when 
our opponent goes on a run, the way 
we know we are capable of.”

After trading goals early in the 
third, the Cardinals rattled off three 
straight to retake the lead at 8-7 with 
just under 11 minutes to play in the 
third.

“We were pretty aggressive early, 
and I think they made some mistakes, 
and I think when they started settling 
in and taking care of the ball a little bit 
more they had some opportunities,” 
said Head Men’s Lacrosse Coach John 
Raba after the game. “I also thought 
they had a couple of really good players 
who have been playing for a while that 

really stepped up tonight.”
Heading into the fourth quarter 

the Cardinals were trailing 10-9, and 
were in striking distance. Early in the 
fourth, however, the Jeffs scored two 
goals less than three minutes apart, 
giving them a three-goal cushion.

“They put some pressure on us 
that we were hoping to stop, but we 
really couldn’t stop them,” Raba said.

Although the Cardinals had some 
good scoring opportunities through-
out the game, they could not convert 
as the Amherst goalie made key stops 
late in the game and ended with a total 
of 16 saves.

“The Amherst goalie had a great 
game, and they were hungry for a 
Little Three win,” said Co-Captain 
Aidan Daniell ’14.

The Cardinals will play their 
other Little Three foe, the Ephs of 
Williams, this Saturday, April 5 at 
Mass College of Liberal Arts, in North 
Adams, Mass., and will use this loss as 
motivation in search of a critical con-
ference win.

Losing this game means that 
Wesleyan cannot win the Little Three 
championship outright, breaking its 
two-year title streak.

“I think the team can take away 
that every game is hard fought and we 
can’t overlook any team,” Daniell said. 
“The Amherst game should provide 
the necessary spark for the Williams 
game.”

As they prepare for Saturday, the 
Cardinals will be focused on staying 
composed and doing what they do 
best.

“We are at our best when every-
one is touching the rock, and we strug-
gle a little bit when we try to make 
one pass and try to go to the cage,” 
Raba said. “When we get four or five 
touches to some open guys, we are just 
a better team offensively, so I think we 
really need to work on that over the 
next couple of days because Williams 
is a very good team as well.”

Men’s Lax Falls 
Short to Rival Jeffs

Continued from front page

right. Just helping my team out.”
It was still tight heading into 

the bottom of the fourth, but the 
Cardinals busted the game open 
with a four-run inning via a hit by 
pitch, a walk, three hits, and an-
other costly error by the Blazers.

The Cards tacked on another 
run in the fifth, courtesy of an 
RBI by Schaefer, and then blew it 
wide open with a seven-run sev-
enth. Leading 15-1, the win was 
all but official for Wesleyan. The 
Cardinals banged out a whopping 
17 hits on the day.

Meanwhile, the Cardinal 
pitchers, all eight of them, were 
busy piecing together a strong 
staff outing. All combined, they 
held the Blazer batters to seven 
hits and only two runs.

The only Wesleyan hurler to get 
more than two innings of work was 
Chris Law ’14. Law looked sharp, 
mixing in a killer curveball with a 
solid fastball-changeup combination.

“I try to work every pitch equal-
ly,” Law said. “I’m most confident 
with my fastball, but the fastball is 
only good because the other pitches 
are working. They each depend on 
each other. They were all working 
pretty well. I threw a lot of curve-
balls. Got a couple strikeouts on the 
change.”

Woodworth was pleased with 
his team’s play.

“I’m thrilled because mid-week 
games are really tough, people com-
ing out of classes,” he said. “We were 
really super focused from the first 
pitch. Everyone: all eight pitchers 
and everyone on the bench and the 
guys out on the field. You don’t have 

Baseball: Cards Deal Elms 
College 15-2 Drubbing

Senior choreographers present a collection of new works as the culminating 
project of the dance major.

Date: Thursday,  April 3rd – Saturday,  April 5th
Time: 8 p.m.

Place: Patricelli ’92 Theater
Cost: $4 for Wesleyan students, $5 for all others

Spring Senior Thesis Dance

that score without coming to play a 
complete game. For us to do that in 
the first home game, I’m thrilled.”

Wesleyan opens up NESCAC 
West play this weekend with a three-
game series against Middlebury (2-8, 
0-3 NESCAC). The first game will 
be played on Friday, April 4, followed 
by a doubleheader on Saturday, April 
5.

“I’m excited,” said Dennett. 
“It’s really nice that we get the first 
three at home. There’s nothing better 
than playing at home in front of our 
fans with the hill full.”

With spring finally here, and 
his team firing on all cylinders, the 
coach kept it simple when asked if he 
was looking forward to the start of 
NESCAC play.

“I think we’re ready after be-
ing in doors all winter,” Woodworth 
said.

SHANNON WELCH/STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

A seven-run outburst in the seventh inning powered Wesleyan to a blowout 15-2 victory.



“Come on Harry, we’re 
gonna be late!” It was Har-
ry Styles’ first day of his 
seventh year at Hogwarts 
and he was nervous beyond 
all belief. It had been three 
months since he had seen 
Guy Fieri. When Harry had 
asked Guy to sign his year-
book, Guy’s fingers had lin-
gered slightly longer than 
they should have on Harry’s 
wrist as he passed him a 
pen. Guy was beautiful, and 
he knew it.  Harry felt as if 
he had been electrocuted. 
But Guy had never replied 
to Harry’s “heyyy” owl 
over the summer. Hadn’t 
his extra y’s made his in-
tentions crystal clear? Har-
ry’s was still trying to sew 
chain-sawed heart back to-
gether. But Harry knew that 
when he saw those frosted 
tips and goatee, the stiches 
would loosen. 

Harry walked down the 

hall in a haze, eyes feeling 
glazed like a donut. Guy’s 
favorite was strawberry 
sprinkle. Harry was drown-
ing in him. 

Suddenly, Harry was 
pulled by the arm violently 
into a closet, a hand cover-
ing his mouth. 

“I’ve been waiting for 
you all summer, Harry.” 
Guy’s eyes twinkled mis-
chievously. 

“But you didn’t respond 
to my text!” Harry whim-
pered, tears of confusion 
and happiness forming in 
his ducts. 

“I spent three months 
trying to think of the perfect 
response and I couldn’t. I 
was too overwhelmed by 
my feelings for you. Now, 
put your Slytherin in my 
Gryffindor.” Guy pushed 
back Harry’s shwoofy 
locks. It was all he had ever 
wanted. 

You’re a Wizard, Harry. 8 Fun, Sexy, New Places to Have Sex! 

1. Full-size bed. You love your routine—and hey! There’s nothing wrong with that. But if you’re 
looking to ease into something a little naughtier, this is a great be(d)t. 
2. Double bed. Double the bed, double the pleasure! Buckle down—this one’ll kick the heat up 
two notches. 
3. Twin bed. Get your contortionist on! Make the most of your lover’s body in this small-square 
footage, high-impact space. A dildo and a single raspberry will do the trick! 
4. Twin extra-long bed. You know what they say about extra-long beds? You have to find extra 
long sheets to fit them because your normal ones won’t work. 
5. Bunk bed. Do you like to be on top or on bottom? The choice is yours with this kinky joyride 
of a furniture staple. So versatile! 
6. Queen-size bed. Does he or she make you feel like queen each and every day? 
7. King-size bed. You’re king of the world! Or at least king of this mattress, which makes you—
you guessed it—the King of Klit. 
8. California king bed. Everyone knows the West Coast is the Best Coast, so make your own Cali-
fornia roll. Recipe: you, your lover, and 3-4 tablespoons of avocado. Wasabi optional—you’ve got 
all the spice you need!

• Copulation Co-Op
• Foreplay Flat
• The Doin’ It Den
• Fornication Fort
• Procreation Station 
• Sexual Sanctuary
• Boning Abode 
• Coitus Cavern 
• Lovemaking Lair
• The Fucking Fortress 
• Sex Citadel 
• The Hookup Hotel 
• Casa de Sexo
• Groping Grotto
• Yurt of Yearning
• High Rise 
• Pleasure Panopticon 

• Touching Teepee 
• Pounding Pavilion 
• The Banging Burrow
• Lovin’ Lodge 
• Frickle-Frack Shack 
• Diddlin’ Ditch
• Penetration Patio
• Nooky Nest 
• Hittin’ it Hut 
• The Iroquois-this-house-
is-not-the only-thing-that’s-
long LongHouse
• Intercourse Igloo
• Lovin’ Lean-To
• Shagging Shanty 
• Booty Barn 
• Carnal Embrace Cabin 

• Mating Manor House 
• Boinking Boat House 
• Tenderness Trailer 
• Low-rise 
• The Wham-Bam Wigw-
Wam 
• Fondling Flophouse 
• 1600 Peen-sylvania Av-
enue 
• Cum-in-the Kremlin 
• Fucking-ham Palace
• Eiffel Plow-her 
• Leaning Tower of Penis 
• 30 Cock
•The Secret Garden 
• The Vag Mahal
• Viagra Falls 

Now that you and your partner are room-mating, it’s time you thought of a sexy new 
name for the place where the magic happens. Check these out:

The Ampersand is a humor page. Sarah Esocoff, Editor; Emilie Pass and Ian McCarthy, Assistant Editors; Emma 
Singer, Queen of Layout. Wizadry, Emily Fehrer, Sexy Places to Have Sex, Emilie Pass and Sarah Esocoff; Names for 
Places, Katie Darr. 

Write for the Ampersand! E-mail wesleyanampersand@gmail.com. 
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The Ampersand is a humor page. Sarah Esocoff, Editors; Emilie Pass 
and Ian McCarthy, Assistant Editors; Emma Singer, Queen of Layout. 
Graph, Emma Singer; Blow Up Blow Job, Laurel Martin; Tinderella, 
Emma Singer; How to Have Sex, Laurel Martin; Would You Rather, Emma 
Singer.
Write for the Ampersand! E-mail wesleyanampersand@gmail.com. 

99%

1%

100 people were surveyed.

The Ampersand Plays: Would You Rather...

Vs.

Vs.

Start by gently kissing his neck while pushing him 
down onto the bed. Gradually make your kisses stronger, 
as you trail your lips across his chest. He’ll really love the 
way you take control! Check your watch to see how much 
time remains in the operation.

Next, slide your nails down his spine gently, but with 
enough pressure to get a response. Move one of your 
hands to his stomach and press right above the line of his 
pants. Slowly slide your fingers into his boxers, pulling 
him closer to you. Make sure the ropes tying his hands to 
the headboard are tight and secure.

Unzip his pants slowly, while continuing to kiss his 
neck and mouth. Push him harder against the bed. He 
should be adequately distracted now. Use the hand that 
just unzipped his pants to reach beneath the bed to re-
trieve your secret weapon. Bring your hand back to his 
pants and let go of the bomb.

Quickly jump out of the bed, yell “I need to grab some 
tissues,” and put as much space between you and him as 
possible.  

With a little luck, you will have succeeded in making 
your subpar boyfriend explode. Nice job ladies! Look out 
for next week’s advice column, where we’ll tackle Sexas 
Chainsaw Masturbation. 

How to Make Your Boyfriend EXPLODE

Want to blow his mind in bed? Follow these tips, and 
he’ll think you’re da bomb!

Did your parents’ version 
of “the birds and the bees” 
talk leave you with some un-
answered questions? Do you 
feel ignorant about how you 
even came into existence? 
Are you afraid that you and 
your partner will soon decide 
to have sex, but not know 
how?

Well, you can moan and 
scream and cry about having 
to learn about sex, but you 
definitely don’t want your 
signature sex noise to be “I 
don’t think that goes there.” 
Here is everything you ever 

wanted to know about sex, 
but were too nervous to ask:

For starters, you’re going 
to want to locate your genita-
lia. This is sometimes easier 
for males, though I guess that 
depends. It should be some-
where between your legs. 

The next thing you 
should know is that size 
DOES, in fact, matter. I’m 
sure your parents misled you 
on this account, but don’t 
fret. For the freakishly tall 
athletes out there, make sure 
your partner is at least seven 
feet tall.  

How to Have Sex

Are you quietly witty? 
Are you a rambunc-

tious class clown? Do 
you find patterns in 

complexity? Are you 
free on Thursday af-
ternoons at 4:30? Do 
you know where Al-

britton 004 is located? 
If you answered yes 
to any or all of these 

questions, you should 

JOIN THE 
AMPERSAND!

The Ampersand is 
Wesleyan’s oldest, only, 
and best student humor 

publication. 


