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By Kirsten Rischert-Garcia
Contributing Writer

“Freshman year, I spent a lot 
of time in the triangle between my 
dorm room, Usdan, and the li-
brary,” said Ari Ebstein ’16. “When 
you’re in that loop, it all feels very 
significant, [but] what does my pa-
per on popular culture and social 
justice really mean when people are 
homeless and sleeping on the street 
in Middletown?”

Epstein and Bulelani “Jills” Jili 
’16 began thinking about how to 
make social change a more constant 
part of their lives while they were 
living in 200 Church last year.

In the spring, they worked to-
gether to form Middletown Potluck 
with the goal of strengthening ties 
between Wesleyan students and 
Middletown residents. The pot-

Potluck Works To Strengthen 
Community, Conversation

lucks have been held in partnership 
with the Green Street Arts Center and 
aim to facilitate fruitful conversations 
about social justice over a shared meal.

“Wesleyan students are a tad 
aloof, a bit in our own world,” Jili 
said. “When you converse, [you might 
hear], ‘I’m going into Middletown.’ 
You are in Middletown.”

Evan Bieder ’15 agrees that 
Wesleyan students tend to detach 
themselves from the greater commu-
nity. He has tried to combat this issue 
through volunteering with Middletown 
Potluck, Food Not Bombs, and 
Middletown Urban Gardens.

“I think a lot of Wesleyan students 
can get stuck in the Wesleyan bubble 
and only really experience Middletown 
on Main Street through the restaurants 
and frozen yogurt and things like that,” 
Bieder said. “I am trying to make a big-
ger effort to interact with the town I 

am living in for four years.”
Efforts to strengthen the re-

lationship between Wesleyan and 
Middletown have also been increas-
ing on an institutional level. For ex-
ample, this September, the University 
hosted its inaugural celebration of 
Middletown Day, which brought 
members of the Middletown commu-
nity to the Wesleyan campus for an af-
ternoon of festivities.

It is up for debate, however, 
whether or not these efforts have been 
successful at reducing town-gown ten-
sions.

“When people talk about tension, 
we talk about the idea that we have this 
very wealthy, privileged institution, 
literally on an elevated landscape, that 
employs a lot of the greater community 
as kind of a service class, sometimes in 
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By Hazem Fahmy
Contributing Writer

Despite widespread belief that there 
is no such thing as a superior art form, 
there is no doubt that numerous genres 
of artistic expression are highly underrat-
ed relative to others. Dance is a common 
victim of this phenomenon, as many of 
us, even here at Wesleyan, find ourselves 
thinking of parties before we think of art 
when we hear about dancing. As Sally 
Williams ’14, Naya Samuel ’14, and Elle 
Bayles ’14 spectacularly proved in the 
Fall Thesis Dance Concert, dance is an 
incredibly powerful tool of expression.

Each dance lasted about 15 min-
utes and presented a story to the audi-
ence. Along with my fellow audience 
members, I feared that, given my igno-
rance about dance, I would be unable 
to truly appreciate the performances. 
Fortunately, this was not the case. Each 

piece, while laden with artistic sophisti-
cation, contained a simple message that 
anyone could appreciate. As all of the 
seniors are double majors, they were all 
heavily influenced by another discipline 
when producing the dances, which ren-
dered each one richly unique and expres-
sive.

The first piece, “Cement,” was 
produced by Williams. As a dance and 
Molecular Biology and Biochemistry 
double major, Williams chose to por-
tray a highly complex and commonly 
misunderstood neurological disorder: 
Alzheimer’s disease.

“I was looking at the clinical 
pathology of Alzheimer’s disease and 
found that a lot of times with very 
complex neurological disorders, it’s very 
hard for the general public to understand 
what’s going on,” Williams said.
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Sebastian Aguirre ’14 was perfect on field goals against Williams, connecting on all three of his field 
goal attempts in the 16-14 Homecoming victory.
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Homecoming History Made
Wesleyan Football Finally Little Three Champions

By Felipe DaCosta
Assistant Sports Editor

The Whalen Era of 
Wesleyan football is finally in 
full effect: the Cardinals are 
the Little Three Champions for 
the first time since 1970, Head 
Coach Mike Whalen’s freshman 
year at Wes. Such a historic mile-
stone could not have been more 
perfectly timed, as generations of 
Cardinal faithful bore witness to 
the Homecoming battle against 
Williams that ended with the 
Birds on top, 16-14.

No one will argue that this 
was the Cardinals’ best-executed 
game of the season, but despite 
their struggles, they emerged 
from this defensive slugfest with 
their unbeaten streak intact 
and their 13-year winless streak 

Dance Theses Speak 
Through Motion

against the Ephs snapped. If there 
were any doubts about the now 7-0 
Cardinals’ ability to execute during 
crucial moments, Saturday’s match-
up put them all to rest.

From the onset of the match, 
it was clear that despite sporting a 
lowly 2-4 record, Williams still had a 
strong defensive unit that stifled the 
Cards more than any other team this 
season. Despite Williams’ efforts, 
however, the Cardinal offense was 
able to score in each of its four red-
zone appearances.

The first Wesleyan drive con-
cluded with a 35-yard field goal 
from the ever-reliable Sebastian 
Aguirre ’14. The Cardinals would 
not deliver the ball into Williams’ 
territory again until the beginning of 
the second quarter when LaDarius 
Drew ’15 chugged his way into the 
end zone for his 10th rushing score 

of the season. For the first time all 
season, though, the Cards could not 
manage more than a single touch-
down. Although the team dealt with 
a bit more frustration than it has 
grown accustomed to in this regard, 
Whalen emphasized that getting 
points on the board is the only thing 
that matters in the end.

“We talk to our guys all the 
time about how games can come 
down to an extra point,” the fourth-
year coach said. “The two things 
we know is that in games like this, 
you’re going to have to play the full 
60 minutes. You don’t look at the 
scoreboard; you just focus on play-
ing as hard as you can. The second 
thing is, when you have opportu-
nities to put points on the board, 
you have to convert it. Obviously 

Tour de Franzia Makes 
Unexpected Return

By Tess Morgan and Miranda Katz
News Editors

Saturday saw the return of the 
Tour de Franzia, an unsanctioned 
drinking game and scavenger hunt 
that has historically taken place 
at the end of the spring semester. 
Breaking with tradition, the Tour 
did not occur this past spring, which 
was seen by many as an indication 
that the administration’s attempts to 
end the hunt were successful. In an 
email sent to all students on campus 
on April 11, 2013, Vice President 
of Student Affairs Michael Whaley 
outlined the consequences that par-
ticipating students would face for 
participating in the Tour.

“[W]e want to make clear that 
students who choose to participate 
in any way (even if not drinking) 

will face judicial charges,” the email 
read. “....We have determined that 
typical participants in the Tour will 
be assigned a minimum of 6 judicial 
points. Students should be warned 
that those who have already accrued 
points as well as those who engage in 
egregious behavior during the Tour 
may face immediate suspension (loss 
of tuition and this semester’s work). 
Seniors who participate in the Tour 
will be prohibited from participating 
in commencement.”

Despite these seemingly suc-
cessful warnings, the Tour resurfaced 
during Homecoming and Family 
Weekend. The event was announced 
through a text forwarded among stu-
dents which instructed them to meet at a 
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Maya Berkman ’16 and Eury German ’16 perform in “Sway,” a seinor 
thesis by Naya Samuel ’14.

Krust Reviewed
Krusty? More like sultry P

A
G

E 4 Over the Hump
Men’s soccer moves to semis P

A
G

E 10 Insights From Abroad
Dent ’15 chronicles awkwardness P

A
G

E 15
Since 1868

Middletown, ConneCtiCut                                         VoluMe Cliii, issue 18                                           tuesday, noVeMber 5, 2013

FOOTBALL, page 11



TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 5, 2013THE WESLEYAN ARGUS2   

news

Correction: The article “DIY 
Degendering Follows History of 
Gender Activism,” published in the 
Nov. 1 issue, incorrectly stated that 
Strassburger and Trissel wrote the 
Argus articles in which they were 
quoted. Actually, Marissa Brostoff and 
Elena Schilder, respectively, wrote the 
articles.
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By Michelle Li
Staff Writer

As parents and alumni joined stu-
dents on campus over Homecoming/
Family Weekend, Class Dean and 
Interim Chief Diversity Officer 
Marina Melendez ’83, Joyce Hall 
’78, Saeyun Lee ’93, Maria Santana 
Guadalupe ’98, and Simone White 
’93 gathered for the 21st annual 
Dwight L. Greene Symposium on 
Saturday, Nov. 1. Sponsored by 
the Black Alumni Council and the 
Wesleyan Alumni of Color network, 
the yearly symposium brings together 
distinguished presenters selected 
from the University’s alumni, faculty, 
and friends in a discussion centered 
around the experiences of the student 
and alumni of color community.

During this year’s symposium, 
“Women of Color: At Wesleyan and 
Beyond,” the panelists engaged in a 
conversation moderated by Melendez 
about the experiences of women of 
color at the University. President 
Michael Roth delivered an opening 
address to the crowd of 60.

“It’s a very timely conversation,” 
Roth said. “We have had very intense 
discussions at Wesleyan over the last 
year about what would it really mean 
for Wesleyan to live up to its name 
of Diversity University. [Those con-
versations] were characterized by a 
shared sense of purpose and commit-
ment.”

The panelists were first asked 
to reflect upon their decision to at-
tend the University, a question that 
prompted the speakers to share varied 
experiences and stories.

“One of the things I wanted to 
find in a school was a place where 
a person like me, a Dominican im-
migrant from an urban neighbor-
hood in New York City who didn’t 
have many role models that [went] 
to college, could thrive,” Santana-

Symposium Discusses Women of Color
Guadalupe said. “When I came to 
Wesleyan, that visit was transforma-
tional for me because I actually saw 
myself there. I saw how tight-knit 
the student of color community was, 
and that’s definitely one of the most 
important things that allowed me to 
choose Wesleyan.”

As the daughter of alumni, 
White had interacted with the 
University community much earlier 
than most. She attributed her deci-
sion to apply early to growing up see-
ing close relationships among alumni 
firsthand, as well as her appreciation 
for the University’s unique atmo-
sphere. She expressed the enthusiasm 
she experienced for the institution 
as a prospective student to the panel 
and audience.

“It was wild,” White recalled. 
“I had lots of friends who visited 
Wesleyan at the same time, and they 
said, ‘I couldn’t do it.’ I wanted to ex-
perience kind of a loose environment 
because there was something cultur-
ally rich and incredibly fun and spir-
ited and beautiful about the people 
here, and I certainly wanted to be 
part of that.”

As a member of one of the 
first coeducational classes after the 
University opened its doors to wom-
en in 1970, Hall was the only one of 
the panelists whose graduating class 
comprised noticeably more men than 
women. When asked to reflect upon 
the relationship between men and 
women, Hall described the environ-
ment as an egalitarian one.

“We worked together; we played 
together,” Hall said. “There was re-
spect between the men and women 
on campus. At [Ujamaa] meetings 
there was camaraderie. It was a situa-
tion where men as well as women had 
leadership roles.”

Speakers also recalled prejudices 
and misconceptions that they faced 
and continue to face as women of 
color. Regarding their time at the 

University, they praised the adminis-
tration’s willingness to address issues 
of diversity and racism and also de-
scribed their college years as ones of 
important personal growth.

“I often have people who tell 
me that [I’m] not acting the way I 
should, as an Asian woman should,” 
Lee said. “Living in the U.S., it’s very 
difficult for someone to distance 
themselves from prejudice and rac-
ism. [At Wesleyan] I was invited to 
serve on a task force to look at issues 
of institutional racism. Not every in-
stitution would have the courage to 
do that.”

Now a news anchor and cor-
respondent, Santana-Guadalupe 
also noted that her experience at the 
University gave her the confidence to 
stand up for herself in a profession 
dominated by men.

“In my field, the [major] 
news anchors are men,” Santana-
Guadalupe said. “The older they get, 
the more distinguished they get, and 
women just get old. Wesleyan made 
me a strong woman [and gave me] 

Alumnae discussed the experiences of women of color, both at the 
University and beyond.
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that background and feeling that I 
could do what any guy can do.”

When asked to provide advice to 
current students, the common theme 
in each speaker’s suggestion was the 
importance of taking advantage of 
the University’s diverse array of offer-
ings, both academic and social, as an 
opportunity to find oneself.

White, who graduated from 
Harvard Law School and practiced 
law for seven years before deciding to 
pursue her present career as a poet, 
attested to the importance of a liberal 
arts education.

“[At Wesleyan,] there are re-
sources there that can help you fig-
ure out how you want to conduct 
your life,” White said. “Harvard Law 
School is not a bad place if you want 
to go, but it’s not the only thing in 
the world. The humanities are cru-
cial. I think that Wesleyan has be-
come more conservative over the last 
twenty years, and you have to push 
back against the continual profes-
sionalization of every single thing in 
the world.”

By Matthew Shelley-Reade
Staff Writer

To kick off Homecoming/Family 
Weekend the University hosted a pan-
el on healthcare reform in the Powell 
Family Cinema last Friday, Nov. 1. The 
event, hosted by Assistant Professor of 
Government Erika Franklin Fowler 
and Assistant Professor of Economics 
Damien Sheehan-Connor, featured 
healthcare policy experts Don H. Taylor 
Jr., Austin Frakt, and Sarah Gollust, 
who discussed the Affordable Care Act 
(ACA).

The seminar opened with a 
clip from the late-night show Jimmy 
Kimmel Live! in which strangers 
were asked which they preferred, the 
Affordable Care Act or Obamacare. 
Without understanding that these two 
policies are one and the same, most in-
terviewees chose the Affordable Care 
Act, resenting Obamacare for being 
“forceful,” “anti-American,” and “so-
cialist.” The comedic clip set the stage 
for the panelists’ discussion of percep-
tions and effects of the law.

Each panelist presented a short 
speech on the ACA and afterward John 
Dankosky, News Director of WNPR, 
a Connecticut radio station, hosted a 
question-and-answer session.

One of the panelists, Sarah 
Gollust, Assistant Professor of Public 
Health Administration and Policy at 
the University of Minnesota School of 
Public Health, focused on the public 
opinion of the law.

“The gap between Democrats who 
favor the law and Republicans is about 
fifty percentage points,” Gollust said. 

Panelists Debate the Future of Healthcare
“These are really stark and stable divides 
that have continued since the law has 
passed.... The opinions of experts and 
elites have been divided since the be-
ginning, so there’s no shortage of views 
the public can rely on. If someone calls 
them up and ask if they favor or oppose 
health reform, as Jimmy Kimmel did, 
people kind of have a sense of who’s on 
either side. These are the heuristics that 
they use to come to their decision.”

Gollust stressed that the media has 
played a major role in covering the law, 
yet has not done much to shape public 
opinion of the law.

“We’ve seen for three and a half 
years media coverage of this law and 
what it’s supposed to do, and yet the 
proportion of people who don’t know 
and don’t have an opinion has stayed 
flat or even grown a little bit,” Gollust 
said. “When the law was passed, there 
were about 10 percent or 12 percent 
who said they didn’t have an opinion, 
and now we’re seeing about 20 percent 
don’t have an opinion of the law.”

Austin Frakt, an associate Professor 
of Health Policy and Management at 
Boston University School of Medicine, 
addressed concerns during the ques-
tion-and-answer period that the ACA 
actually made healthcare less affordable 
for some people.

“The Affordable Care Act is at 
least a step in the right direction to 
making it more affordable,” Frakt said. 
“There will be no shortage of people 
the media can find or that you can find 
who will say my premiums are going 
up, this plan I’m forced to buy is more 
expensive. Those are anecdotes, and 
they’re real, but they’re not the entirety. 

Everyone’s experience is going to be dif-
ferent.”

Don H. Taylor, Jr., an associate 
professor at Duke University’s Sanford 
School of Public Policy and Duke 
Medical Center, addressed the role that 
partisanship and politics had on getting 
health reform to work.

“We’re at a difficult point, but 
I think we’ve got to see the policy 
through,” Taylor said. “Eventually, we 
need a political view that allows some-
how for health reform and health policy, 
to focus on the policy. It’s always going 
to be political, but it needs to go at least 
[on the] back burner a bit if we’re ever 
going to do the hardest things.”

Taylor began his presentation with 
a question: he asked the audience how 
they wanted their children or their 
grandchildren to get health insurance, 
establishing the idea that the ACA was 
only the beginning of healthcare re-
form.

Taylor then focused the remainder 
of his speech on the Supreme Court’s 
ruling on the ACA and its ramifications.

“The Supreme Court decision in 
2012 was a really big one,” Taylor said. 
“I think no one predicted what would 
happen. Essentially the individual 
mandate was allowed to stand, but the 
Medicaid expansion became voluntary.”

As a result of the Supreme Court 
decision, some states have chosen not 
to expand Medicaid benefits. In 2016, 
states expanding Medicaid are receiving 
a total of around $30 billion from the 
federal government, while states refus-
ing Medicaid expansion are forgoing 
close to $35 billion of government-pro-
vided healthcare. Taylor discussed the 

ramifications of opting out of Medicaid 
expansion.

“This is really a tremendous redis-
tribution from mostly poor, mostly red 
states to mostly wealthy, mostly blue 
states,” Taylor said. “With the Supreme 
Court decision it really has allowed 
states to sit out a large part of the ACA. 
We now have to work harder to move 
health reform ahead because so much of 
the ACA is being thwarted.”

The choice by many states to opt 
out of Medicaid funding, enabled by 
the Supreme Court decision, perturbed 
attendee Alison Mann ’17.

“Learning how all these red states, 
particularly in the south, that are basi-
cally turning down money from the 
federal government because their rep-
resentatives don’t support the ACA 
was especially interesting,” Mann said. 
“They’re really disadvantaging their 
own people.”

The pervading theme behind 
Taylor’s speech, as well as the rest of 
the panel, was that the ACA is only the 
beginning of widespread healthcare re-
form. Taylor offered his solution to the 
healthcare reform debate, in contrast to 
the Supreme Court decision.

“If you think about it the other 
way around, what if the individual 
mandate had been struck down and the 
Medicaid expansion had been allowed 
to go forward as is, and the rest of the 
Affordable Care Act fell away?” Taylor 
said. “In one sense, within a year or two 
we would have a universal insurance 
coverage up to 133 percent of the pov-
erty level.... You could argue that would 
have been a better place to end up than 
what we have ended up with.”
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By Sofi Goode
Staff Writer

Psychologists, Christians, and com-
munity members interested in how re-
ligious beliefs affect mental health gath-
ered this past Friday for the University’s 
annual Veritas Forum. This year’s forum, 
titled “Making Sense of Mental Health,” 
explored the combination of the physi-
cal, psychological, and spiritual aspects of 
mental illness.

“We picked the topic in conjunction 
with Veritas, our mother-body organiza-
tion, and we pick topics that we think are 
relevant to current affairs,” said forum co-
director Chando Mapoma ’16. “This year 
we picked disabilities and mental health 
because [those topics have] been in the 
news a lot. [Evangelical Christian pastor] 
Rick Warren’s son killed himself, and he 
was mentally unstable, and that’s been in 
the news. I also think it’s something that’s 
not talked about a lot. We wanted to shed 
more light on it from a Christian context.”

Mapoma organized the event along 
with forum director Jinsol Hyun ’15, fi-
nancial directors Youngbo Sim ’15 and 
Joshua Lee ’16, publicity director Jamie 
Jung ’16, and outreach directors Tae Hee 
Kim ’15 and Shirley Deng ’14. The stu-

Annual Forum Discusses Spirituality in Mental Health
dents worked with sponsors such as the 
Catholic Students Organization, Wesleyan 
Christian Fellowship, and the Office of 
Religious and Spiritual Life.

The discussion featured Department 
of Psychiatry and Behavioral Sciences Vice 
Chair at Duke University Dan Blazer and 
Assistant Professor of Psychiatry and of 
Cellular and Molecular Physiology at Yale 
School of Medicine Nii Addy, as well as 
University Director of Counseling and 
Psychological Services Jennifer D’Andrea, 
who served as moderator.

Blazer asserted that spirituality is 
highly tied to a psychologist’s approach to 
treating patients with mental health issues.

“Depression is at once biological, 
psychological, social, and spiritual, and 
if we try to disentangle that, we miss 
some very important points,” Blazer said. 
“Depression in my view is always a spiritu-
al challenge because it has a way of under-
mining so much of who we are. [Medical 
approaches] all can be helpful, but we have 
to look at trying to heal the soul, as well as 
the psyche and the body.”

He also addressed how psychologists 
can incorporate this into their work.

“Therapists need to listen to not just 
what seems to be on the surface, they need 
to be listening underneath,” Blazer said. 

“If we listen underneath, I think we’ll hear 
about the spiritual, and that will enable us 
then to be able to work with the person 
more on a spiritual level.”

Questions and conversation covered 
a range of topics, from how to balance a 
spiritual and medical approach to how 
social media affects our ability to com-
municate with others. Addy explained 
how social media can both assist and deter 
the human connection necessary for this 
process.

“I’ve seen people who have been able 
to isolate themselves more easily because of 
social media,” Addy said. “But at the same 
time, I’ve also seen people who have been 
willing to share more in a social media set-
ting and have been more willing to have 
other people walk them through certain 
situations.... It’s a mixed bag, and we’re still 
trying to figure out the balance point, but 
there are efforts to try to use social media 
in positive ways.”

After hearing the scientists stress the 
importance of spirituality in treatment, 
Andrew McCloskey ’15 expressed his hope 
that students at the University will make a 
more conscious effort to be in tune with 
the spiritual aspect of mental health.

“[We should be looking into how] 
the biological and spiritual play into 

each other, and as to how those treat-
ments together are maximally effective,” 
McCloskey said. “It’s not necessarily some-
thing that the typical Wesleyan student 
looks for. I’m a religious person, I do rely 
on God pretty heavily, and I do attribute 
my mental state to my ability to rely on 
God for a lot of different things. I wasn’t 
necessarily surprised by a lot of what they 
had to say, but it was certainly nice to hear 
it supported scientifically. I’m a science-
minded person, and it’s nice to hear the 
support of other scientists who also have 
that religious background.”

Claire Wright ’16 also said she hopes 
the on-campus community will pay more 
attention to the spiritual side of mental 
health. She noted in particular D’Andrea’s 
findings that students who are actively en-
gaged with spirituality during healing pro-
cesses are more likely to recover.

“I think it’s interesting what they said 
about the effect of spirituality on treat-
ment and how that does help treatment if 
students are proactively seeking out a spiri-
tual support system as well as a biological 
and medical support system,” Wright said. 
“I think that plays into the idea that as a 
community at Wesleyan we should be 
looking to expand how we think about 
mental health topics, expand what we 

think of as feasible and helpful resources 
on campus for mental health problems.”

Abel Sandoval ’15 believes that the 
Veritas Forum shows that there is increas-
ing awareness about this aspect of mental 
health.

“In the forum, it was very clear that 
Dr. D’Andrea definitely sees [spirituality] 
as a very important thing to keep in mind 
as a psychological professional,” Sandoval 
said. “She stressed the importance that it 
should have from a professional perspec-
tive but also just a single individual’s per-
spective on mental health. I definitely see 
an increasing awareness both inside the 
psychologist’s office but also just among 
the general student population.”

Those involved in the conversation 
stressed that spirituality is not a separate 
approach to treatment for mental illness 
but factors into both the psychological and 
biological aspects. Mapoma sees this as an 
affirmation that science and Christianity 
are not at odds.

“The forum showed that you can 
look at everything from a Christian per-
spective,” Mapoma said. “[God] is not ir-
relevant in the new era. Even as the world 
gets more and more secular, it is still pos-
sible to see God in every aspect of our lives 
today.”

By Hilary Brumberg
Contributing Writer

On Saturday, Nov. 2, the College 
of the Environment (COE) held its 
annual symposium, “Where on Earth 
are We Going?”, which featured 
guest lecturer Deborah Bird Rose and 
Distinguished Visiting Scholar in the 
College of the Environment Frédérique 
Apffel-Marglin ’66. Bird Rose gave a 
lecture titled “Kinship with Nature 
in the Time of Loss: Can Animism 
Help Revitalize the Commons?”, while 
Frédérique Apffel-Marglin’s lecture was 
called “Re-imagining the Commons: 
Natural Resource Management or 
Biocultural Generation?”

Each symposium focuses on that 
year’s COE Think Tank topic. Director 
of the College of the Environment and 
Chair of the Environmental Studies 
Program Barry Chernoff spoke about 
the importance of this symposium.

“We’ve had very impressive speak-
ers over the years,” Chernoff said. “It 
is important for our students to get 
exposed to leading speakers in the 
environmental field and exposed to 
unique, cutting-edge voices from out-

COE Symposium Brings Environmentalists to Campus
side Wesleyan. It gives our students a 
chance to test ideas and learn different 
points of view, even if they disagree. 
We want our students to engage in the 
critical issues of our time.”

The COE holds “Where on Earth 
are We Going?” over Homecoming/
Family Weekend so that parents and 
alumni can attend the event as well as 
students.

Chernoff commented on the 
diverse nature of the symposium’s 
sponsors, which include the Baldwin 
University Lectures, the Mellon Fund 
for Lectures, the Allbritton Center for 
the Study of Public Life, the Science 
in Society Program, the Animal 
Studies Reading Group, Center for 
the Americas, the Anthropology 
Department, and the History 
Department.

“The amount of groups and de-
partments sponsoring the event shows 
that the issues we’re dealing with really 
affect a lot of people at the university,” 
Chernoff said.

Bird Rose’s talk focused on how 
her work with Aboriginal people has 
helped her better understand animism, 
which she defined as humans’ relation-

ship with all natural objects, including 
plants, animals, rivers and rocks.

“Animism can help us to revital-
ize our capacity to understand ourselves 
and our place in the world to restore us 
to a sense of humanity,” she said.

She explained that animism makes 
life meaningful because it allows people 
to realize that birds have ceremonies of 
their own and plants have their own 
cultures and kinships.

“What does it take to live in a 
culture where other beings are bump-
ing up against you?” Bird Rose asked. 
“You’re not bumping up against inani-
mate objects.”

She told the story of Australian 
porcupine hunter, Snowy Kulmilya, 
who uses a boomerang to slay porcu-
pines. He sees porcupines as intelligent, 
tricky beings, and consequently talks to 
them when he hunts them.

“You need to acknowledge the 
multiple knowledges in the universe,” 
Rose said. “Where the human knowl-
edge stops is not the end of knowl-
edge.”

Commenting on the topic of this 
year’s Think Tank, Bird Rose explained 
that the entire biosphere is a common 

space, shared by all.
“There should not be property 

questions, but belonging questions,” 
she said. “We belong to it; it doesn’t 
belong to us. It isn’t ours to trash and 
throw away.”

After her lecture, Bird Rose ex-
plained why it is important for young 
people, like University students, to 
learn about issues such as animism and 
the commons.

“You’re the ones who will have to 
live through a world of tough changes,” 
Bird Rose said. “You need inspiration 
and resources and an awareness of a di-
verse human experience.”

Apffel-Marglin spoke in front of a 
photograph of the Sachamama Center 
for Biocultural Regeneration, which 
she founded in 2009, in the Peruvian 
High Amazon. She analyzed the word 
biocultural, which comprises the roots 
for the words nature and humanity.

“Nature and humans are always 
entangled,” she said.

Apffel-Marglin showed a short 
video clip of two boys in Bolivia pray-
ing to and discussing the merits of El 
Tio, who is said to protect miners and 
eat men. She also explained the idea of 

moral economy, which, she stated, is 
humans’ responsibility to the nonhu-
man world.

After her lecture, Apffel-Marglin 
explained that her goal is to motivate 
young people to take action.

“Thinking is great, but not suffi-
cient,” she said. “If people only do with 
their minds and don’t connect learning 
with activities, it’s very problematic.”

Apffel-Marglin’s suggested 
that one remedy to this problem for 
University students is to work on Long 
Lane Farm and do other activities with 
real-world applications.

“Long Lane Farm shouldn’t be 
an elective or a side thing; it should 
be incorporated into the curriculum,” 
she said. “There are some community 
engagement courses, but they are few 
and far between. Courses should have a 
hands-on aspect.”

Ross Levin ’15 said that he en-
joyed Apffel-Marglin’s presentation.

“She was able to make connec-
tions between types of knowledge and 
how people relate to each other,” Levin 
said. “It was exciting that there is a new 
type of economy, which is at the center 
of what Frédérique was talking about.”

shed in the backyards between Fountain 
Ave. and Pine St. at 11:30 p.m.

“We got to Fountain at 11:30, and 
a lot of people were there, but no one 
really knew if it was going to happen for 
sure,” said an anonymous participant in 
the Class of 2016. “[T]hen everyone 
started singing the fight song and then 
when everybody yelled ‘go Wes,’ they 
threw the sheets up in the air. PSafe was 
watching but didn’t seem to really care.”

In the past, the administration has 
been able to roughly predict the date 
of the Tour given that it typically hap-
pens on one of the last weekends of the 
spring semester. This year, Public Safety 
(PSafe) was not aware of the event un-
til Saturday; because of Homecoming 
Weekend, however, there were already 
extra officers on campus.

“We were informed through the 
Dean’s office,” said Interim Director 
of PSafe Tony Bostick. “We had staff 
working already just because it was 
Homecoming Weekend, and we always 
staff up for that weekend anyway. That 
didn’t really affect us as much as com-
pared to if it were just a regular week-

end. Besides, on Friday and Saturday 
nights we maybe have a little extra staff 
on too, depending on activity.”

Dean of Students Rick Culliton 
described the administration’s involve-
ment in the night’s events.

“When we learned the event was 
a possibility, Public Safety locked down 
many of the buildings that had been 
damaged in the past and residential life 
staff were alerted,” Culliton wrote in an 
email to The Argus. “A number of ad-
ministrative staff were also called in to 
assist [P]ublic [S]afety and to dissuade 
students from participating.”

According to Bostick, buildings 
were locked down if they had histori-
cally been included on the list distrib-
uted by anonymous organizers to par-
ticipating students. Similarly, PSafe cars 
were stationed at areas that were highly 
trafficked in the past. This was done in 
an apparently successful attempt to pre-
vent vandalism.

“We didn’t really have any bad 
incidents as far as vandalism like we’ve 
had in the past,” Bostick said. “In that 
end it was really minimum—almost 
nothing.”

Yet, participation in the Tour, ac-

cording to Bostick, was still high.
“It was a pretty big group cir-

cling,” he said. “It appeared to have 
pretty good participation. I’m not sure 
of the exact numbers.”

Some students were transported 
to the hospital for intoxication; these 
numbers did not exceed those seen on 
a typical weekend night.

“We had some transports,” Bostick 
said. “I wouldn’t say it was more than a 
usual Saturday night. We’ve been pretty 
consistent with transports throughout 
the semester, unfortunately.”

Middletown Police were also pres-
ent during the Tour because an officer 
had already been on call to assist with 
Homecoming Weekend.

“It all happened to be in place at 
the time,” Bostick said. “It had nothing 
really to do with the Tour de Franzia. 
They were involved in crowd control 
more so, just in the streets, because that 
is their jurisdiction.”

In past years, PSafe has videotaped 
students participating in illegal activi-
ties such as Tour de Franzia so that ad-
ministrators can later identify them for 
disciplinary action. This year, according 
to Bostick, this technique was not em-

ployed.
“We don’t automatically just vid-

eotape; it has to be something where we 
may need to identify people,” he said. 
“That’s mostly when we videotape. It 
did not happen this time like in the 
past. We didn’t think we needed it at 
the time.”

The anonymous participant The 
Argus spoke with found the Tour to be 
tamer than expected. As a member of 
the Class of 2016, he had no former ex-
perience with the event.

“I thought it was going to be a 
little crazier than it turned out to be,” 
he said. “I felt like the tasks were a little 
tame, and the administration is sort of 
making a big deal out of nothing.”

According to Bostick, some stu-
dents were identified by PSafe and had 
their names taken. Given that it was 
Halloween weekend and many students 
were in costume to begin with, it was 
more difficult to determine which were 
participating in the Tour.

“There were students with cos-
tumes on; there were students with bags 
of wine and stuff like that,” Bostick 
said. “...It’s Halloween weekend, but 
if you stop them and they say ‘I have 

Tour: Despite Administrative Efforts, Tour Resumes
Continued from front page my costume on because it’s Halloween,’ 

that’s something where the Dean’s office 
would have to decide [if they were par-
ticipating.] We weren’t there to decide 
on the spot if you were participating or 
not.”

According to Dean Culliton, stu-
dents whose names were taken will ap-
pear before the Student Judicial Board 
to face the consequences of participat-
ing in the Tour.

“Several Tour participants were 
transported to the hospital for intoxica-
tion, and others were involved in con-
frontations with administrative staff 
and Public Safety,” Culliton wrote. 
“Those students identified as being in-
volved will be charged with violations 
of the Code of Non-Academic Conduct 
and will face punishment up to and in-
cluding suspension.”

Given these potential consequenc-
es, of which students were warned last 
year, some chose not to participate.

“I didn’t participate in Tour be-
cause I didn’t think it was worth the 
risk,” said Hannah Rimm ’15. “Based 
on the email we got last year, I would 
have gotten six points if I was caught, 
and that didn’t seem worth it.”
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INGREDIENTS
3 TBSP. OLIVE OIL

1 TBSP. LEMON JUICE
2 CLOVES GARLIC, MINCED

2 TSP. SALT, OR MORE, TO TASTE
1/4 TSP. PEPPER

1 18 OZ. CONTAINER GREEK YOGURT, 
DRAINED (I RECOMMEND 0% FAGE 

YOGURT)
1 TBSP. SOUR CREAM

2 CUCUMBERS, PEELED AND SEEDED
3-4 SCALLIONS, SLICED FINE
3 TSP. FRESH DILL, CHOPPED

By Erica DeMichiel
Staff Writer 

Despite its apparent simplicity, 
the craft of delicious, unique, artisanal 
pizza is an admirable achievement. It’s 
convenient to grab a quick slice, but 
I’ll never be able to get past the indus-
trial operation that is standard at most 
pizza joints. I’m always searching for a 
pie with personality: a crust neither too 
thick nor too thin, a touch of charring, 
a bit of asymmetry, and experimen-
tal ingredient combinations are just 
a few of the qualities that seduce me. 
Luckily, I had to look no further than 
Krust Pizza Bar on Main Street to find 
pizza that would make me swoon.

Opened in January 2013 by Rich 
Garcia and Kevin Wirtes, Krust is 
not your typical “grab-and-go” spot. 
Complete with a full bar and wood-
fired oven, it distinguishes itself by 
encouraging customers to drink and 
be merry from the moment they enter 
the restaurant. The joint teams up with 
NoRa Cupcakes for dessert, and offers 
different cupcake varieties each day. 
Even though good quality food can 
oftentimes put a sizable dent in a wal-
let, prices at Krust are reasonable for a 
night out, comparable to other Main 
Street options.

When I arrived at 7 p.m. on the 
evening after Halloween, a Friday, the 
party was in full swing. The dimly lit 
space was decked out with seasonal 
decorations, and I even observed 
some patrons lounging by the bar in 
costume. As expected, the restaurant 
was filled to capacity, and I can’t say I 

was surprised when we were told there 
would be an hour-long wait. But I’ve 
realized there’s hardly ever a lengthy 
wait without a tasty reward at the end.

Once my family and I were seat-
ed, a difficult decision-making pro-
cess began. We started off with some 
appetizers: meatball sliders smeared 
with pesto mayonnaise and rich bur-
rata garnished with herbs and a splash 
of olive oil. The bite-sized (though not 
too small) portions guaranteed that I 
had plenty of room left for the main 
attraction.

With ten different pre-made pizza 
options from which to choose (plus the 
“blank canvas” option, where diners 
can create a pie that caters to their per-
sonal tastes), we had difficulty coming 
to a consensus. Perhaps we would like 
to sample the pie topped with roasted 
garlic, smoked mozzarella, parmesan, 
basil, extra virgin olive oil, and sea salt. 
Or maybe we could scrap the mozzarel-
la altogether by ordering the pie coated 
with San Marzano tomato, Parmesan, 
pepperoni, garlic, and oregano. In the 
end, we settled on the classic Red pie 
and the slightly more adventurous Veg 
pie, and neither disappointed.

Served on a tiered rack, the pies 
arrived at our table looking like two 
works of abstract art. Painted with 
a base coat of smooth tomato sauce, 
each canvas was splotched with milky 
mozzarella and lightly showered with 
a fine layer of olive oil. Our Veg pie 
featured creamy ricotta, savory mush-
rooms, sweet peppers, and roasted 
onions. A browned crust dotted with 
doughy bubbles of air framed each 

masterpiece.
After making my family wait while 

I snapped a few photos, we carefully 
divided the pies amongst ourselves and 
transferred each slice cautiously to our 
plates. Though my stomach was just as 
eager as my eyes, I slowed down to ap-
preciate the flavors. I started with the 
basic Red, and I delighted in its divine 
effortlessness. Working my way from 
tip to crust, I finished off my slice with 
the taste of the slightly sweet sauce still 
dancing across my taste buds.

I moved on to the Veg slice, where 
sweet and savory were married in har-
mony. Slick with oil, the vegetables 
skated through my mouth until the 
crispy crust signaled the finale. I knew 
I had found satisfaction in simplicity.

Though it’s a bit of a hike from 
campus, the experience at Krust Pizza 
Bar is well worth the voyage. But with 
the long winter months ahead, I’m 
cringing at the prospect of returning in 
the bitter cold.

To those with access to a car, I’ll 
share a pie if you share a ride.

A note from an Argus Food staff 
member of drinking age: Krust’s whiskey 
selection is impressive, to say the least. 
The cocktails (mostly bourbon-based) are 
as beautiful as they are delicious, and the 
bar offers over over 30 kinds of whiskey of 
all varieties (and counting! I tasted two 
new additions just last week). There is 
also a rotating tap of 12 draught beers, 
which offers a good selection. Beers are 
a little bit pricier than at Eli Cannon’s 
across the street, but they’re worth it if you 
want a good beer with your pizza.

Krust Pizza Bar Offers a Slice of Heaven on Main

Veg pie (pictured) with ricotta, mushrooms, sweet peppers and roast-
ed onions.

ERICA DEMICHIEL/CONTRIBUTING PHOTOGRAPHER

Greeking Out, 
Tzatziki Style

By Jess Zalph
Food Editor

And so, just like that, 
Homecoming/Family Weekend has 
disappeared as quickly as it found us.

Cuisinatorically speaking, this 
means two things. On the positive side, 
it means the chaos that can only be de-
scribed as a permanent state of “12:04 
p.m. Tuesday Usdan” has slowly ebbed. 
On the negative side, it means we have 
to return to our meal plans and can no 
longer count on our parents to feed us 
at Main Street restaurants or expect 
Usdan to continue serving chocolate 
pies as a standard dessert.

One of my favorite results of this 
weekend is a full refrigerator; it is now 
packed with enough of my grandmoth-
er’s cooking to last me, in her words, 
“until Thanksgiving.”

Aside from cookies, coffee can-
dies, sunflower seeds, nuts, and min-
iature samosas, she also provided me 
with a (now mostly empty) container of 
home-made tzatziki.

Tzatziki is a Greek dish usually 
served as an appetizer or as an accom-
paniment to a meal. Its base ingredient 
is Greek yogurt, and it is flavored with 
garlic, lemon, dill, mint, and/or pars-
ley. Cucumbers add texture, and it is 
pulled together by olive oil. Tzatziki is 
not to be confused with tahini, which is 
a creamy, vegan, sesame based paste or 
sauce that can generally be found run-
ning down the faces (and arms, torsos, 
and legs) of late-night Falafel Truck go-
ers.

This dish can be made easily at 
home, and if you are lazy and/or in-
trepid, it can be made using barely any 
equipment, leaving you with very few 
dishes to wash. You know, for when 
the dish soap in the kitchen runs out 
and you don’t feel like washing all your 
plates with hand soap from the bath-
room...again. (Note: Your Argus Food 

editor would obviously never do such a 
thing. Not ever.)

And so, I present to you the recipe 
for an absolutely fantastic version of 
tzatziki. My room will most likely smell 
of garlic for the rest of the year, but it is 
completely worth it.

Tzatziki
1. Prepare the cucumbers. To dry them, 
slice the peeled and seeded cucum-
bers finely, and then place in colander. 
Sprinkle them in 2 tbsp. salt, and let 
stand for 30 minutes. Drain well, dry 
thoroughly with kitchen or paper tow-
els. Dice cucumbers small. NOTE: If 
you are using English cucumbers or 
American seedless cucumbers, you do 
not need to drain and salt them. You 
can simply peel them, remove the seeds, 
dry well with a cloth, slice, and dice.
2. Combine olive oil, lemon juice, gar-
lic, and pepper in small bowl. Mix until 
well combined.
3. In a large bowl, whisk yogurt with 
sour cream. Slowly add the olive oil 
mixture to the yogurt, mixing well and 
constantly. Add the cucumbers, scal-
lions, and dill and stir, evenly combin-
ing all of the ingredients. Add salt to 
taste and mix again.
4. Refrigerate at least overnight before 
serving to let the flavors develop.

Shikarni: A Nepalese Way to 
Turn Yogurt into Dessert

By Ankur Neupane
Contributing Writer

How long has it been since 
you last tasted heaven? Simply an-
gelic in taste, shikarni is a stunning 
variation of yogurt, flavored with 
cinnamon and topped with sliced 
bananas.

Essentially, shikarni is just sug-
ared hung yogurt. The term “hung” 
refers to the treatment of the yogurt: 
it is dried, simply enough, by “hang-
ing” it in a cloth. Shikarni is also a 
great dessert for the chef in you, al-
lowing for tasty experimentation. 
While this dessert is delightful by 
itself, it is equally enticing with ad-
ditions like cashews, honey, cloves, 
and cardamom.

For those possessing a truly 
experimental nature, try replacing 

the bananas with tangerine. The acidic 
citrus taste cuts through the sweetness 
of the rest of the dish and provides bal-
ance.

Well, without further ado, here is 
what you need to do. You can thank 
me later.

Shikarni
1. Prepare hung yogurt. Put regular yo-
gurt in a strainer that is lined with a 
soft cloth, like a clean handkerchief or 
a kitchen towel. Alternatively, hang the 
yogurt in a cheesecloth.
2. Drain the water by leaving the yo-
gurt to hang overnight. If you wish to 
speed up the process so it only takes 
two hours, try squeezing out the water 
every 15 minutes or so.
3. Mix sugar with the yogurt and gen-
tly whisk it. A balloon whisk is pref-
erable, as it airs the dessert better and  

makes the process easier. You may also 
use an equal amount of honey as a re-
placement for the sugar, or you can do 
as I did and add both. Sometimes you 
just have to let loose.
4. Add slices of bananas and cinnamon.
5. Flavor with pistachios, cashews, 
ground cardamom, and cloves, if de-
sired.

INGREDIENTS
2 LBS. PLAIN YOGURT

3.5 – 4 OZ. SUGAR OR HONEY
1/2 TBSP. CINNAMON

BANANAS, SLICED OR TANGERINES, 
SEGMENTED

A SPIRIT OF EXPERIMENTATION: TRY 
FLAVORING LIKE CASHEWS, CLOVES, 

AND CARDAMOM

C/O FOOD.COM
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THE IDIOT BOX
“Flight of the Conchords”

By Dan Fuchs
Arts Editor

Let’s say you turn on your television, flip to HBO, and find two gentlemen 
and three elderly people singing and snapping to a “West Side Story”-esque musi-
cal number, threatening two preteen delinquents who can only stare at them in 
confusion. Or maybe you catch two men in cardboard robot suits, speak-singing 
about a robot apocalypse.

There are really only two reasonable reactions to this kind of scenario: you 
can wonder what kind of oddball would find this funny, or, like me, you can be 
one of said oddballs that keep watching and laughing until your face looks like a 
tear-stained tomato.

And the show in question, HBO’s “Flight of the Conchords,” is uproariously 
funny and impeccably structured in ways to which other shows can only aspire.

Based on the stand-up and musical performances of the show’s two leads, 
the show centers on the lives of two New Zealander folk musicians living in New 
York, Bret (Bret McKenzie) and Jemaine (Jemaine Clement). Yet the two seasons of 
“Flight of the Conchords” are tales of seemingly eternal financial and social adver-
sity; rather than spend the show’s two seasons building these characters as savants 
who fight the world around them, the writers portray these characters as absolute 
idiots who live in an idiotic world. They’re put in situations in which they have the 
opportunity to succeed, like gaining a refurbished public image thanks to some hair 
gel (a kind of amazing fantasy, when you think about it), but their utter incompe-
tence gets in their way every time. I won’t spoil the show’s ending, but once you see 
it, you’ll wonder why it hadn’t happened in the show’s pilot.

Rounding out the regular members of this idiotic world are Murray (Rhys 
Darby), the incompetent manager of the New Zealand consulate; Dave (Arj 
Barker), the friend with an inflated self-image who constantly delivers bad ad-
vice; Mel (Kristen Schaal), the band’s only fan and obsessive stalker; and Eugene 
(Eugene Mirman), the pair’s socially awkward landlord. None of these hilarious 
series regulars is good at hir job (or lack thereof), and that’s what makes the show so 
relatable. Even in spite of their flaws and social problems, we want these characters 
to break out of the world in which they live and move on to a better existence. It’s 
a show about goofballs, for goofballs.

And how would you round out a show so utterly ridiculous? By inserting 
musical numbers into the show’s plot, of course. They range from the surreal (“The 
Prince of Parties” is a drug trip gone wrong) to the raunchy (“Sugalumps” is a 
song about showing off your, well, “family jewels”) to the oddly touching (“Carol 
Brown” is a song about lost love, even if it’s sung by Jemaine, a clearly subpar 
boyfriend).

But the songs of “Flight of the Conchords” never feel forced or unoriginal. 
Rather, they’re an integral part of the show’s narrative construction. Some num-
bers connect story lines, like in “Stay Cool,” which cuts between Bret’s gang (the 
aforementioned group of two men and three elderly people) and Murray’s struggle 
to deal with the bullies at the Australian consulate. Others push the show’s plot to 
absurd extremes: “Foux Du Fafa” turns the pair’s infatuation with two bakery em-
ployees into a French-inspired number in which Bret and Jemaine rattle off pretty 
much every disconnected French word or reference as possible, from “boeuf” to 
“Jacques Cousteau.” Some are just delightfully stupid: “Hiphopopotamus Vs. 
Rhymenoceros” is one of the show’s many attempts at rap, featuring such gems as 
“my rhymes are so potent that in this small segment I made all of the ladies in the 
area pregnant” and “there ain’t no party like my nana’s tea party.”

Perhaps more importantly, these moments serve as a rather dramatic contrast 
from the show’s deadpan, non-musical humor. Whether it’s the clearly exaggerated 
backwardness of New Zealand, including advertisements such as “the telephone: 
you make the call,” or the casual, monotonous delivery of the show’s actors, the 
show does a stellar job of creating two distinct but never out-of-sync brands of hu-
mor. Highlights include arguments about leather suits and Eugene’s advice about 
prostitution, coming from a book that he calls “How To Get It Done.”

“Flight of the Conchords” only lasted two seasons, but it tells a complete 
story. There’s room for more if McKenzie and Clement ever decide to go the 
“Entourage” route and make a movie, but “Flight of the Conchords” feels like 
a unified whole. Yes, it is a fantastic show, but I’d rather let it end with style than 
become a dilapidated, formulaic mess. It is a tale of, as Jemaine puts it in the show’s 
finale, “two guys who start at the bottom, with a lot of hard work, continue along 
the bottom, and finally end up at the bottom.”

The clichéd saying goes, “if, at first, you don’t succeed, try, try again.” But 
if, like Bret and Jemaine, you fail spectacularly on a weekly basis, “Flight of the 
Conchords” teaches us that, at the very least, you can sing along.

C/O PURPLESNEAKERS.COM.AU 

HBO’s “Flight of the Conchords,” created by James Bobon, Bret 
McKenzie, and Jemaine Clement, features a variety of comedic 
styles and devices in its short, two-season run.

Six Years in the Making, Night 
Time, My Time Is Released

By Gwendolyn Rosen
Arts Editor

Over the past ten years, the mu-
sic industry has evolved drastically 
from scouting open mics to scouting 
the Internet for fresh talent. YouTube 
seems to be the secret to a quick rise 
to fame, with artists singing to a we-
bcam in the living room one minute 
and performing at Madison Square 
Garden the next. Arctic Monkeys and 
Lily Allen rose from MySpace fame, 
and our favorite teeny bopper to hate 
on, J. Biebs, also started as a YouTube 
star. And they each say the same thing: 
“It all happened so fast!”

What about the artists that the 
Internet isn’t working fast enough 
for? Enter Sky Ferreira, who recently 
released her first album, Night Time, 
My Time, which has been six years 
in the making. Ferreira was also a 
MySpace find and signed to Capitol 
Records after getting in touch with 
Swedish production duo Bloodshy 
and Avant. But then Ferreira’s music 
career started moving at a grueling 
pace; not the usual MySpace story. She 
released a bunch of singles, but noth-
ing seemed to stick. The glamor of be-
ing an Internet sensation can only last 
so long if it isn’t soon followed by an 
album release, and Ferreira kept com-
ing up short.

Then, last year, Ferreira came out 
with “Everything is Embarrassing” on 
her EP Ghost, which finally caught the 
attention of the indie scene. Suddenly 
she was BFFs with Vampire Weekend, 
touring with the band and appearing 
in the music video for “Diane Young,” 
and an album was finally announced 
to be in the works.

Here we are, six years after her 
MySpace discovery, and Ferreira, now 
21, has just released her first album. 
She finally has twelve full songs that 
show her true style and give her career 
momentum.

“I think I’ll feel a lot better once 
my album comes out,” Ferreira said in 
an interview with Fuse right before the 
album was released. “I’m not saying 
that I need to prove myself, but [to] 
show that I’m actually an artist more 
so than a face.”

Herein lies the problem: fans 
have been getting used to that face 

for a long time now. Ghost prepared 
them for a misty, low-key soundtrack. 
But Night Time is Ferreira’s time, and 
she did not hesitate to let six years of 
frustration out on her long-awaited 
album.

The album begins with “Boys,” 
which follows a pretty typical pop 
song formation with some heavier 
instrumental rock elements. It’s a 
little harsher than “Everything is 
Embarrassing,” but not unrecogniz-
able. Ferreira’s voice is still breathy, 
never straining too much. Then we 

feeling lost,” she sings, gearing up to 
belt the titular chorus. The song can 
easily be about frustration in having to 
wait so long to get what she wanted: 
an album to declare herself an artist. 
However, the song itself doesn’t seem 
to be helping her case.

Not only that, but it doesn’t 
seem to fit with Ferreira’s past musical 
choices. Sky Ferreira has had the “bad 
girl” image going for her from the 
beginning, but it was in a more blasé 
way (see the “Diane Young” video, 
with Ferreira sulking at the table in a 
leather jacket blowing her bubblegum, 
even when the dance party starts). It 
seems that she’s making up for lost 
time to record a song filled with teen-
age angst, even though she’s now 21.

“I Blame Myself ” has similar 
self-pity lyrics (“I blame, I blame, I 
blame myself / For my reputation” 
she sings in the chorus), but the song’s 
aesthetic loses the metallic influences 
from “Nobody Asked Me” and adds 
back in the electro-pop background 
that seems to fit more with Ferreira’s 
past work.

Skip down to “You’re Not the 
One,” the single off the album, where 
Ferreira finally hits the nail on the 
head. She uses similar ’80s pop influ-
ences as she does in “24 Hours” but 
brings in rhythmic variation that pre-
vious songs were missing. A heavy bass 
compliments a light and airy synth, 
showing that she’s frustrated while still 
playing it cool. Finally the listener can 
feel for her while still dancing along 
and without being sucked into her 
high school dropout diary.

The rest of the album continues 
to play this back-and-forth between 
mysterious sounds that bring us back 
to Ghost (“Omanko,” “Night Time, 
My Time,” and especially “Love In 
Stereo”) and harsher rants that reflect 
Ferreira’s resentment (“Heavy Metal 
Heart,” “Kristine,” and “I Will”). 
While my personal preference tends 
toward a gentler Ferreira, perhaps 
the artist she has been hoping peo-
ple to see is a little angrier after all. 
Whether it’s what you’re expecting or 
not, Ferreira will win you over in the 
end with her awesome vocals and the 
fact that she’s sticking true to her gut, 
no matter how long it took her to get 
here.

Night Time, My Time, Sky Ferreira’s oft-delayed new album, is a surprisingly frustrated new piece of 
work.

C/O DAILYPRINCETONIAN.COM
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Whether it’s what 
you’re expecting 
or not, Ferreira 

will win you over 
in the end with 
her awesome vo-
cals and the fact 
that she’s sticking 
true to her gut, 
no matter how 

long it took her to 
get here.        

move to “Ain’t Your Right,” and the 
formula continues. It’s satisfying but 
in no way impressively creative.

“24 Hours” picks things up, 
bringing in some ’80s pop influ-
ences. Ferreira keeps her nonchalant 
tone over the synths in the verses but 
brings more emotion into the chorus 
and rounds out the whole of her gor-
geous voice.

The middle of the album is 
the height of Ferreira’s angst, with 
“Nobody Asked Me (If I Was Okay)” 
and “I Blame Myself.” The former 
has remnants of one Avril Lavigne’s 
teen anthems with an updated twist. 
“Shakin’ your head while I try to ex-
plain/ You say you don’t want to hear 
me complain/ Just tryna get my point 
across/ You don’t seem to care if I’m 



TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 5, 2013THE WESLEYAN ARGUS6 • arts  

THE CINEFILES
Submitted by Lillian Holman & Andreas Streuli

Film Board Representatives

It’s an intense week at the Film Series, but trust us, it will also be an in-
spirational one. We start off with one of the best entries in The Tournées Film 
Festival, starring the always-incredible Marion Cotillard. Then we continue 
with possibly our most unsettling but also most important films this year. We 
give you a break on Friday to laugh in the face of the apocalypse with Simon 
Pegg, and then end the week with one of film’s greatest masters. There is not 
a single film this week that is not an example of incredible craftsmanship and 
storytelling (yes, this includes “The World’s End”), and it’s really worth com-
ing out to see them.

RUST AND BONE
2012. France. Dir: Jacques Audiard. With Marion Cotillard, Matthias 
Schoenaerts. 120 min.
WEDNESDAY, Nov. 6. 8 p.m. $5

“Rust and Bone” is another spectacular entry in The Tournées Film 
Festival. Sexy and inspiring, Marion Cotillard plays a killer whale trainer who 
has to reevaluate her life after an accident leaves her in a wheelchair. She has 
to transition from seducing men for fun to connecting to a young father who 
wants to help her through her recovery. Cotillard was nominated for a Golden 
Globe Award for her performance, and the movie itself was nominated for 
Best Foreign Language Film. It is a beautiful example of modern French cin-
ema and absolutely worth seeing.

“Rust and Bone” is presented as part of The Tournées Festival.

THE ACT OF KILLING
2012. Denmark. Dir: Joshua Oppenheimer. Documentary. 115 min.
THURSDAY, Nov. 7. 8 p.m.  FREE

One of the most talked-about, controversial, and acclaimed films of the 
summer calendar is coming to the Film Series for free. Oppenheimer’s disturb-
ing documentary centers around two Indonesian ex-squad leaders reenacting 
their 1960s genocidal atrocities. But there’s a twist: protected under the state 
and now holding positions of political power, they believe themselves to be 
national heroes, their reenactments exuding at first a deeply unsettling sense 
of pride and moral assuredness until the men slowly begin to confront their 
crimes. It will leave you on the edge of your seat from start to finish. What’s 
more, there will be an exclusive interview with the director presented before 
the film and a panel with Professor Ronald Jenkins after the film.

THE WORLD’S END
2013. UK. Dir: Edgar Wright. With Simon Pegg, Nick Frost, and Martin 
Freeman. 109 min.
FRIDAY, Nov. 8. 8 p.m. $5.

The second entry in the Film Board’s Summer 2013 Comedy Apocalypse 
Series (kidding, but wouldn’t that be great?), “The World’s End” is the latest 
from the brilliant satirical minds of Simon Pegg and Edgar Wright. This time, 
the unsuspecting and unreliable group of British mates is in charge of saving 
the world from apocalypse. Feel safe yet? Well take comfort in the fact that 
they are joined by Bilbo and Watson himself, Martin Freeman, and even a 
certain British Secret Agent makes a cameo (well, the actor does, at least). If all 
that doesn’t scream “best Friday night ever,” I don’t know what is wrong with 
you, so I can’t help, but if it does, then you know where to be.

MINISTRY OF FEAR
1944. USA. Dir: Fritz Lang. With Ray Milland. 86 min.
SATURDAY, Nov. 9. 8 p.m.  FREE

Liked “M” from History of World Cinema freshman year? There’s more 
where that came from in another paranoid, disquieting thriller from Fritz 
Lang. Set in England during World War II, “Fear” tells the tale of a man who, 
upon being released from a mental asylum, finds his way to what appears 
to be an innocuous carnival. But it’s not! A creepy guess-the-weight contest 
provides the impetus from which the film’s protagonist is thrust into a seedy 
underworld of espionage with possible Nazi connections. There’s a little bit 
of everything: humor, dread, paranoia, more paranoia, and suspense. The sé-
ance scene in underground London is undoubtedly one of the tensest, most 
expertly delivered sequences I’ve ever seen. A neat one hour and 26 minutes 
long, it promises to be a great way to kick off your Saturday night.

Continued from front page

Her piece beautifully took the 
audience step by step through the 
deterioration of the mental condi-
tion of four individuals. Williams 
used very simple mannerisms such 
as rapid head shaking and impul-
sive thrashing alongside the gracious 
dancing, so it was easy to follow 
along. She even represented the lit-
eral ripping of neurons in the brain 
though an elaborate prop of chains 
that were disentangled as part of the 
dance.

Williams noted that she sought 
to give a voice to to these people. 
“People with severe neurological dis-
orders can’t really communicate on 
their own and can’t really point out 
what’s going on in their heads,” she 
said. 

The second piece, “Sway,” was 
produced by Samuel. While her 
piece did not have as explicit a mes-
sage as Williams’, it was as equally 
captivating as it took the audience 
through a gallery of broken com-
munities and individuals seeking 
both independence and escape from 
oppression. A significant portion of 
the performance was an amalgama-
tion of dance and silent acting as the 

audience witnessed characters being 
pushed down, attempting to escape 
from their communities and being 
forcefully reabsorbed into them.

As a dance and American 
Studies double major, Samuel was 
inspired to reflect various social is-
sues in contemporary American cul-
ture, as well as individuals trying to 
understand others.

“I was not literally translating 
[the issues] into the dance, but was 
thinking about it while doing it,” 
Samuel said.

The final piece, “Cyclical 
Relations,” was produced by Bayles. 
A dance and psychology double 
major, Bayles demonstrated, as the 
title explains, a host of relationships 
that continued in seemingly never-
ending abuse. Similarly to Samuel’s 
piece, Bayles’ incorporated a great 
deal of acting into the performance, 
showing couples with oppressive dy-
namics that reflected the daily grind 
of abusive relationships as well as 
the pain of being controlled by oth-
ers. Her main goal was to shed light 
upon how people communicate 
and feel, which came out effectively 
through the various portrayals of re-
lationships.

Despite sharing a powerful pas-

Theses: Students Narrate 
Three Stories Through Dance

Rachel Lim ’14 and Stellar Levy ’15 perform in “Cement,” a senior thesis by dance and Molecular Biology 
and Biochemistry double major Sally Williams ’14.

ANDREW RIBNER/FOOD EDITOR

sion for the medium, the seniors ex-
pressed linked but deeply personal 
understandings of dance. Williams, 
who has been dancing since she was 
seven, stated that the importance of 
dance to her is its accessibility, espe-
cially as it reflects complex ideas such 
as mental disorder.

“You don’t really need to under-
stand the medical jargon to under-
stand the disease,” Williams said.

Somewhat similarly, Samuel, 
who got into dance her senior year of 
high school, stated that she believes 
dance makes communication more 
universal.

“Dance is important because of 
how it just communicates with body 
language,” Samuel said. “It helps me 
understand my body better, which 
helps me live better every day.”

Bayles, who has been dancing 
since her younger years, also agreed 
with the importance of those aspects 
of dance.

While extremely entertaining, 
the greater merit of the Fall Thesis 
Dance Concert was in its extraordi-
nary artistic value, conveying both 
the simple and the complex in stun-
ning elegance. The event proved that 
dance has the potential to be power-
ful, rich, and expressive.

  Join Eran and Maya  
from Anarchists Against the Wall and 

Boycott from Within 

Learn about their direct action tactics and 
activism in in the West Bank and efforts to 
educate the Israeli public about the occupa-

tion.

TODAY, Tuesday, Nov. 5
5:00 p.m.
PAC 002



By Charles Martin
Staff Writer

Last Friday, the Earth House liv-
ing room was abuzz with an intimate 
excitement, packed with audience 
members still wearing their Halloween 
costumes from the previous night. The 
headlining band of the night was the 
up-and-coming New York group Pluto 
Moons, but the band was ultimately 
part of a long night that delivered a 
broad range of rap, rock, punk, and all 
things in-between.

Almost as soon as the sound sys-
tem had been set up, the first partygo-
ers started streaming in, dressed in an 
impressive array of colorful costumes. 
Almost immediately, they were treated 
to the hip-hop set by Wesleyan’s own 
Arian Dehnow ’16 and Ari Ebstein 
’16. The duo delivered a nice set of en-
ergetic, sample-rich beats. They were 
followed by another Wesleyan stu-

dent band, South Station, which con-
sists of Rachel Augusta Fox ’16, Leo 
Grossman ’16, Anna Schwab ’16, Jack 
Singer ’15, and Delaine Winn ’16. 
The group played blues-rock covers of 
songs such as “Whipping Post” by the 
Allman Brothers Band and “Take Me 
to the River” by the Talking Heads.

As the Pluto Moons set started 
to wrap up, I was lucky enough to run 
into Pluto Moons’ bassist and lead vo-
calist Zachary Levine-Caleb, who was 
kind enough to gather up his fellow 
band members Max Alper, drummer 
Sam Gautier, and saxophone player 
Ben Katz for a short interview on the 
Earth House porch.

“I got hit up by Ari, who I went 
to high school with,” Levine-Caleb 
said of how the band came to play at 
Wes. “He hit me up and asked us to 
play; we said, ‘Yes.’”

The punk-rock group was origi-
nally conceived by Levine-Caleb in 

high school and was then resurrect-
ed when he met Alper at New York 
University. When describing its style, 
the group stressed just how hard it is to 
pinpoint its sound.

“We’ve been called Genre 
Schizophrenic, meaning we have mul-
tiple personalities in our music,” Alper 
said. “Sometimes it’s like beat, hip-
hoppy soul music, sometimes it’s super 
spacey, droney, and [sometimes it’s] 
into punk.”

Calling the group’s sound schizo-
phrenic simultaneously does and 
doesn’t do it justice. Each song con-
stantly bounced from genre to genre, 
but in a way that was smooth yet load-
ed with demented energy.

“We all have our foot into ex-
perimental stuff outside the band,” 
Levine-Caleb added. “[Alper] does like 
experimental improv; I produce hip-
hop.”

Ultimately, what made the band’s 

Pluto Moons Energizes Students at Earth House

sound so unique was the complete 
absence of a guitar. Instead, it relied 
on bass and on heavy use of samples. 
This yielded some pretty amazing re-
sults. Some of its songs, such as “No 
Evidence,” started out with a strong, 
fast-paced punk sound, only to then 
slow down and bring in the saxo-
phone, turning the song into much 
more of a jazz-blues sort of piece. Even 
cooler was when, for the song “I Got 
Skin,” Alper started laying down a 
beat-boxing sample and then had it 
running throughout the song, giving 
it almost an African-sounding rhythm. 
The strongest part of the entire set was 
that it was so consistently filled with 
these kinds of surprises.

Fortunately, the band also 
brought a frenetic energy to match its 
sound. While playing in these incredi-
bly tight conditions, the band chose to 
completely do away with any bound-
aries between the band members and 
the audience. At random times dur-
ing a song, Levine-Caleb would walk 
through the crowd while playing his 
bass. Other times, when the sax wasn’t 
needed, Ben would jump into the au-
dience and start moshing with them. 
The band made it readily apparent that 
they were having possibly as much fun 
as the audience, with Levine-Caleb 
shouting at one point, “You guys aren’t 

cynical like everyone else back in New 
York!”

Following the final song, the 
band invited some volunteers to come 
and do some freestyle rapping, with 
Levine-Caleb climbing on top of one 
of the amps to make room. Funnily 
enough, it was Ebstein and Dehnow 
who ended up returning to the stage, 
along with Miles McLeod ’17.

“Yeah, it was totally spontane-
ous,” Ebstein wrote in a message to 
The Argus. “They just asked if anyone 
wanted to come up and freestyle, and 
since I love free-styling and getting 
turnt up, we did. And it was the last 
song, actually, which was pretty cool, 
because Arian and I had opened, so we 
got to come full circle.”

What really made the concert 
great was the overriding intensity of 
both the audience and the perform-
ers. The cramped Earth House venue 
was perfect for the bands, as they all 
encouraged this sense of community 
between those playing and those lis-
tening. When I exchanged a final mes-
sage with Levine-Caleb, he seemed to 
have felt this too.

“We Loved Earth House; Great 
dudes and great vibes,” Levine-Caleb 
wrote. “We usually like to be as abra-
sive and in your face as you saw last 
night, but in a good way.”
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Your 

WesID

Pluto Moons, which performed at Earth House Friday night, classifies itself as “genre schizophrenic,” apply-
ing a mix of electronic, hip-hop, soul, and punk sensibilities.
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WEEKEND IN REVIEW

HISTORICAL NEWS PAGE 1 PAGE 4 PAGES TOTAL
  
 8600 

Top: The Zilkha Gallery hosted a reception for The Alumni Show II 
during Homecoming weekend.

Middle Right: Pluto Moons performed alongside students at Earth 
House on Friday.

Bottom Left: The women’s volleyball team lost to both Amherst 
and Williams this past weekend, completing the 2013 season.

Bottom Right: Michael Vaughan ’16 had the audience laughing at 
the Desperate Measures show on Friday. 
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HISTORICAL NEWS PAGE 1 PAGE 4 PAGES TOTAL
  
 8600 

Top and Middle Left: The Fall Dance Theses Concert took place in the ’92 
Theater this weekend. 

Middle and Bottom Right: The football team took the Little Three 
Championship title on Saturday, Nov. 2 after beating rival Williams.

Bottom Left: Max Jones ’16 scored the first goal of his college career, 
powering the men’s soccer team to a 1-0 playoff win over Conn. College.
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sports
Women’s Soccer Falls

By Asher Young
Staff Writer

After an exciting 2013 cam-
paign, the seventh-seeded women’s 
soccer team saw its season come to an 
end on Saturday, Nov. 2 after it lost 
3-1 to second-seeded Williams in the 
NESCAC playoffs. Isabel Clements 
’16 scored the Cardinals’ lone goal 
in the loss, while goalkeeper Jessica 
Tollman ’15 made four saves in net.

This was the second straight year 
that the Cardinals have been elimi-
nated from the playoffs by Williams, 
their Little Three rival. When the two 
teams met earlier this season, the Ephs 
won a tight matchup 1-0 in overtime. 
Coming into the game on Saturday 
with a four-game undefeated streak, 
Wesleyan was looking to ride its mo-
mentum to an upset.

“We came in as an underdog,” 
said Cardinal goalie Rachel Hobert 
’16. “We definitely believed in our-
selves. That was a big key going in, es-
pecially after beating Middlebury last 
year as the eighth seed.”

Unfortunately for the Cardinals, 
the Ephs began Saturday firing on all 
cylinders, scoring two goals in the first 
four minutes of play. The first goal 
came on a shot from the left side of the 
box, just over Tollman and into the 
upper-right side of the net, while the 
second goal came from short range off 
of a blocked attempt moments earlier.

“What we really needed to 
do, which we weren’t able to follow 
through on, was take the heat out of 
the game for the first 10 to 15 min-
utes,” Hobert said. “Good teams like 
Williams come out hard at the very be-
ginning, and even though we’ve been 
successful this season at neutralizing 
teams like that, we weren’t able to on 
Saturday.”

After the Ephs’ second goal, 
the Wesleyan defense stepped up tre-
mendously, allowing no corner kicks 
and only two more shots in the rest 
of the first half. Hobert described the 
Cardinals’ resiliency, explaining that 
they had been facing struggles similar 
to those in the first half of Saturday’s 
game all year long. Just last Wednesday, 

the team fell behind 2-0 to Conn. College 
before storming back in the second half to 
finish with a draw.

“The great thing about this season 
was that our bench was very positive,” 
Hobert said. “[Our bench] was referred 
to a lot as our ‘twelfth player on the field,’ 
getting the team going. After those first 
two goals, it was surprisingly enough a 
positive feeling on the bench, knowing 
that we had done this before.”

Wesleyan was able to cut into the 
Williams lead in the second half when 
Clements scored her first goal of the year 
in the 75th minute. After a struggle for the 
ball in front of the net, Clements was able 
to fire a shot past the Williams goalkeeper.

The teams stayed separated by just 
one goal until the 88th minute of play, 
when the Ephs finally put the game away 
with their third goal of the day. Both teams 
ended the game with three corner kicks, 
and both goalkeepers finished with four 
saves apiece. Williams ended with a 17-11 
advantage in shots taken in the contest.

Wesleyan finished its season with a 
2-7-6 record overall and with a 1-5-5 re-
cord in NESCAC play. After starting the 
year slowly, Wesleyan picked up the pace 
during the season’s final stretch. Hobert 
was particularly impressed with the team’s 
ability to peak at the right moment this 
year.

“We weren’t getting the results we 
wanted [in the beginning], especially 
because we were such a talented team,” 
Hobert said. “We noticed that once we 
didn’t quite have the pressure on us, that 
talent started to show.”

Hobert also noted just how well the 
team came together as a unit and that ev-
eryone stepped up when called on. In a 
season filled with various injuries, many 
defensive and midfield players ended up 
converting to attacking positions where 
they hadn’t played before.

“We saw towards the end of the 
year that we were being a lot more sup-
portive as a team,” Hobert said. “We saw 
that it was less focused on the individual 
problems and more as a team problem. 
We faced it and accepted responsibilities, 
and we knew when it was time to get our 
act together. If I were to describe our team 
with a couple of words, I would use ‘heart’ 
and ‘belief.’”

Goal by Max Jones ’16 Sends 
Men’s Soccer to Semifinals

By Brett Keating
Assistant Sports Editor

For the fourth time in five 
years, the Wesleyan men’s soccer 
team will advance to the NESCAC 
semifinals following its 1-0 defeat of 
Conn. College on Saturday, Nov. 2.

The Cardinals’ big break came 
midway through the second half 
when Brandon Sousa ’16 sent a nif-
ty cross from the right side to Max 
Jones ’16. Jones beat one defender 
with a quick step to his right. As 
Conn. keeper Max Nichols rushed 
Jones to cut off his angle, Jones saw 
an opening and directed his shot past 
Nichols on the ground, finding the 
back-left corner of the net. The goal 
proved to be the game-winner and 
Jones’s first of the year, and Sousa 
recorded his third assist on the play.

Though the Cards held the ad-
vantage on the scoreboard, Conn. 
outshot Wesleyan 11-9 and held the 
edge in corner kicks 7-4. The two 
teams were even with five saves and 
14 fouls apiece.

Neither team had fantastic op-
portunities through the first 70 min-
utes of the match, trading neutral 
zone takeaways without mounting 
a serious threat. Both squads high-
lighted their stifling team defense, 
forcing the offenses to work for any 
chance to break through.

Captain Daniel Issroff ’15 was 
pleased with his team’s play, especial-

ly after seeing a weaker effort against 
the same Conn. squad earlier in the 
week that resulted in a 1-0 overtime 
victory in New London in the team’s 
regular season finale.

“I think despite the evenness 
statistically we always felt in con-
trol of the match,” Issroff said. “The 
support from the fans was tremen-
dous and I think that the home envi-
ronment definitely helped us get the 
result. It was much different at their 
place on Wednesday, when I thought 
they outplayed us. Ultimately, this 
time the pressure tolled, and it was 
a moment of real quality from our 
guys that made the difference.”

Chris Kafina ’16 had a decent 
scoring chance seven minutes into 
the game as he ripped a shot from 
the left side, but Nichols was un-
screened and able to slide to his right 
to catch the shot.

Netminder Emmett McConnell 
’15 tallied his seventh shutout of the 
season. He stifled one of the Camels’ 
two best chances of the afternoon. 
Just eight minutes after Wesleyan’s 
goal, the Camels had a curving cor-
ner kick that looked sure to soar 
into the net, but McConnell threw 
his fist in the air and punched the 
ball over the net. Prior to this, the 
Camels created a chance off a simi-
lar corner kick, but this time the ball 
beat the keeper but clanked off the 
crossbar; it was swiftly cleared by 
Wesleyan’s rock solid defense.

McConnell was the only goal-
ie to register a shutout in the first 
round of the playoffs this year. He 
and the Cardinal defense have played 
their last 437 consecutive minutes 
without allowing a goal, and they 
will look to continue that streak this 
weekend against Williams.

Third-seed Williams downed 
sixth-seed Middlebury last Saturday 
3-2; Wesleyan and Williams will 
travel to Amherst this weekend 
where the Jeffs will host the remain-
der of postseason play. Amherst 
will face off against fifth-seeded 
Bowdoin, which was the only low-
er seed to win last weekend in the 
men’s tournament. Bowdoin, how-
ever, allowed two goals in the final 
eight minutes of regulation to Tufts, 
including the tying goal with 37 
seconds left. The Polar Bears finally 
won on penalty kicks.

The Cardinals are looking for 
more production out of Kafina in 
order to earn the NESCAC crown. 
He registered three goals and two as-
sists in his first two games of the year 
but has not had a point since then. 
Kafina must play to his potential 
if Wesleyan wants to beat either of 
its Little Three foes in the next two 
rounds of play.

Wesleyan will also look for an 
increased role on the part of Issroff, 
who missed eight games after he suf-
fered appendicitis midway through 
the year. After a shockingly fast five-
week recovery, Issroff was back on 
the field this week, registering two 
shots on goal in the team’s regular 
season finale.

“It’s felt great to be back on the 
field,” Issroff said. “I’m just happy 
to be able to contribute and help 
the team progress. Obviously I’m 
not 100 percent fit, and I’m prob-
ably still lacking a bit of sharpness, 
but hopefully I’ll have the chance to 

Captain Daniel Issroff ’15, who missed eight games due to appendi-
citis, helped spark the second-half scoring to beat Conn College 1-0.
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Dylan Hoy ’17 and the Wesleyan Cardinals were able to secure a vic-
tory against Connecticut College.  
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Charlie Gruner ’17 advances 
down the field.

work on that for next weekend.”
As the Birds look forward to 

their semifinal match next Saturday, 
Nov. 9 against Williams, they’ll look 
to improve on their weak effort 
against the Ephs earlier this year, a 
2-0 home loss.

They’ll have to slow down Eph 
striker Mohammed Rashid, who 
converted one of his four shots 
on goal against the Cardinals in 
their first go-around and had two 
of Williams’s three goals against 
Middlebury last weekend. Rashid 
is typically the fastest player on the 
field at any given point and is un-
afraid of physical contact as he bar-
rels toward the net.

Issroff recognizes the advantage 
that Rashid, the reigning NESCAC 
Rookie of the Year, gives his team, 
but thinks his squad can neutralize 
the threat.

“Rashid is one of the top strik-
ers in the league, and definitely the 
focal point of their attack,” Issroff 
said. “He’s got a lot of pace and trick-
ery, but I think we’re well equipped 
to deal with him. We’ve really tight-
ened up defensively since we played 
them, and having seen him once al-
ready, I think now we know that we 
can’t afford to give him any space.”

Wesleyan will have to defy his-
tory if they have any intention of 
winning the conference crown. The 
Cards have just two Little Three 
wins in the NESCAC playoffs, both 
of which came in 2005 as they de-
feated Williams en-route to beating 
Amherst in the conference final.

The winner of the game be-
tween the Cards and Ephs will play 
the winner of the Amherst/Bowdoin 
game. The Cards lost 1-0 in a tight 
October match against Amherst and 
handily defeated Bowdoin 3-1 in 
their first NESCAC game of the year 
back in September.

wesleyan.edu/winter

COME BACK TO CAMPUS  
EARLY THIS JANUARY! 
WINTER SESSION
COURSES FOR CREDIT

WINTER ON WYLLYS
PROGRAMS AT THE CAREER CENTER

REGISTER NOW! 
SPACE IS FIRST COME, FIRST SERVED.

WINTER
A T  W E S L E Y A N
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Season, Playoff Hopes End at 
Home for Volleyball Team

By Michael Sheldon
Staff Writer

The volleyball team lost both 
of its Little Three matchups over 
Homecoming weekend. Not only 
was it tough for the Cardinals to 
lose to their rivals in front of a 
home crowd, but the losses also 
eliminated Wesleyan from conten-
tion for a NESCAC playoff spot.

Bates, Colby, and Wesleyan 
all entered the weekend with iden-
tical 2-6 conference records as they 
vied for the eighth and final playoff 
berth. Since their Maine rivals each 
dropped their last two NESCAC 
games to fall to 2-8, Wes needed 
just one win to play on into the 
postseason. But the Cardinals were 
unable to overcome either Amherst 
or Williams, and Bates grabbed the 
eighth and final playoff seed. Bates 
and Colby both defeated Wes this 
season and held tiebreakers in the 
standings, and the Cards finished 
in 10th overall.

Wesleyan entered the weekend 
expecting a challenge: Amherst, 
who beat the Cardinals at home 

Captain Kate Centofanti ’14 led the volleyball attack in a tough weekend; the team fell to both Amherst 
and Williams to complete the 2013 season.

SHANNON WELCH/STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

on Friday, Nov. 1, came into the game 
with a 6-2 record. Williams came to 
Silloway Gym with a 9-0 record, seal-
ing its perfect season with a 3-0 (25-
12, 25-18, 25-18) win the next day.

A low kill percentage plagued 
Wesleyan in both matchups: the team 
posted a .130 rate against Amherst and 
.125 against Williams. This was in 
large part due to strong defensive per-
formances by both of the Cardinals’ 
Little Three opponents, since Amherst 
and Williams combined for 23 more 
digs than the hosts.

Captain Kate Centofanti ’14 led 
the struggling Cardinal offense, post-
ing a team-leading 21 kills through 
both matches. The bulk of the defen-
sive work rested on the shoulders of 
Rachel Savage ’17, who recorded 25 
digs on the weekend.

Even in the wake of their playoff 
elimination, the Cardinals carried on 
with a consistent attitude throughout 
the trying season; their spirits were 
never shaken. Count captain Kim 
Farris ’14 amongst those players who 
will carry fond memories of the year, 
despite her team’s struggles.

“This season didn’t turn up the 

way it could have or how we wanted 
it,” Farris said. “But that didn’t pre-
vent this season from being the best 
one yet.”

All season long, the members of 
the volleyball team counted unity and 
community as key characteristics of 
their spirit as a squad. This was a tight-
knit group of players and friends, and 
that dynamic never changed despite 
many losses that had the potential to 
cause frustration. 

“I have enjoyed playing with ev-
eryone on the team more than any-
thing,” Farris said. “The volleyball 
team has given me such support over 
the four years and they are some of 
my closest friends. I can’t thank the 
team enough for everything they have 
done.”

For many teams, finishing the 
year with a 2-8 record and no postsea-
son would be cause to look ahead to 
next year, and certainly the Cardinals 
will look to improve their performance 
come next season. But for this group 
of volleyball players, 2013 is a year to 
be relished and remembered fondly, 
despite the struggles they saw through 
it.

Football: Team Now 7-0
Continued from front page

Sebastian’s three kicks were huge 
for us; he’s worked extremely 
hard and I couldn’t be happier 
that he’s having the type of sea-
son he’s having.”

Although Williams did not 
allow many opportunities for the 
Cardinals’ offense, the Birds were 
too determined to capture a title 
to let the few opportunities they 
had go to waste.

Running back Kyle Gibson 
’15 returned to the Cardinals’ of-
fense at full strength to provide 
an extra boost of depth. After 
seeing limited action through the 
past two weeks, Gibson roared 
back to lead all rushers with 74 
yards on 15 carries. For Whalen, 
implementing Gibson back in his 
offensive scheme was a matter of 
patience.

“Kyle’s a really competitive 
kid,” he said. “He wanted to be 
in there so badly these last couple 
of weeks and I knew that. But 
when we put him out there, he 
wasn’t himself. He didn’t want to 
let the team down and wanted to 
be out there but I limited his car-
ries purposely the last two weeks 

to try and get him to a position yes-
terday. He went out there yesterday 
and he was 100 percent. He was 
fresh in the fourth quarter and we 
took advantage of that.”

Holding a 10-0 lead into the 
third quarter, the Cardinals hardly 
felt secure about their chances to 
clinch the Little Three. After Aguirre 
connected on two more field goals 
in the second half, Williams surged 
back with two fourth-quarter rush-
ing touchdowns, eventually bring-
ing the match to 16-14 with just 
over three minutes remaining in the 
game.

The Ephs had plenty of time 
to march downfield with their final 
possession and only needed a field 
goal to yet again snatch victory away 
from the Cardinals, but Jake Bussani 
’14 wasn’t about to let that happen 
on his home field.

On Williams’ last offensive 
drive, pressure from the Cardinals’ 
defensive ends forced the Ephs’ 
quarterback Mark Pomella to rush 
his pass down the right sideline. The 
high-arcing throw was short and 
Bussani was running side by side 
with the intended receiver. Wes’ cap-
tain hauled in the clutch intercep-
tion, giving the Cards the ball back 

to run out the clock. One first down 
and three kneels were all it took for 
the Wesleyan offense to lock it away. 
Being able to hold onto the ball was 
just what the Cardinals needed, al-
lowing them to bask in those final 
seconds before being declared cham-
pions.

With the victory, the Cardinals 
now focus on becoming the undis-
puted NESCAC Champions for the 
first time in program history. Going 
up against a Trinity team that has 
not lost a match in its last 50 home 
games will make that an arduous 
task.

“Everything we’re doing this 
week is to prepare for Trinity,” 
Whalen said. “Trinity is the measur-
ing stick. They’re the program in the 
league that everyone measures them-
selves to. Fifty home wins a row, you 
almost can’t imagine doing that on 
your own field. Obviously they’ve 
got a strong and proud tradition, 
they’re looking at this as an opportu-
nity to knock us off. If we’re going to 
win this game on their field we’re go-
ing to have to play a perfect game.”

For this unprecedented 
Cardinals team, a perfect game 
doesn’t seem like an unreasonable 
expectation.

Field Hockey Loses 
in Playoff Opener

By Grant Lounsbury
Staff Writer

After a difficult 1-0 loss to 
Amherst in the first round of the 
NESCAC tournament, the 2013 field 
hockey season has come to an end. 
The Cardinals, who entered the play-
offs as the eighth seed, gave the top-
seeded Lord Jeffs everything they had, 
but Wesleyan could not overcome its 
imposing foe.

“I thought we played a great 
game against Amherst,” said captain 
Blair Ingraham ’14. “We came out 
strong and put the pressure on early 
and they did the same. Their passing 
game was strong but I thought we did 
a great job of stepping up and inter-
cepting passes and shots.”

Unlike the last time the two 
teams met, this game was a battle of 
defenses. In the previous encounter, 
the two combined to score 7 goals on 
25 shots with Amherst prevailing 4-3; 
this time, the Lord Jeffs were held to 
11 shots on goal, while the Cardinals 
got off just 6 on the Amherst goalie.

“The defense really stepped it 
up, which helped the midfielders and 
forwards continue to work hard,” said 
Captain Taylor Wells ’14.

With just over 10 minutes to 
play in the first half, the Lord Jeffs 
scored the lone goal of the game off 
a penalty corner that got past goalie 
Sara Grundy ’16.

“It was really back and forth,” 
said Captain Amber Bruckner ’14. 
“We had possession for a good major-
ity of the first half, but Amherst just 
capitalized on one of its penalty cor-
ners to win the game. The game was 
very competitive and went down to 
the last seconds.”

Despite being down 1-0 to 
the top seed in the tournament, the 
Cardinals never stopped fighting. 
They had a couple of great opportuni-
ties, especially late in the second half, 
but they just could not break through.

“We had a lot of opportunities 
in the circle,” Bruckner said. “Our 
shots were just inches off and we un-
fortunately weren’t able to put it all 
together and score.”

The field hockey teamed finished 
with an overall record of 6-9 and 4-6 
in the NESCAC. Wells looked back 
fondly on her last season as a Cardinal.

“The season was a blast,” she 
said. “And we were able to balance 
working hard while appreciating our 

teammates, which made me look for-
ward to our practices on Smith Field 
every day.”

Although the team would have 
liked to have done better in the 
NESCAC tournament, it has a lot to 
be proud of.

“Wesleyan field hockey had 
a great season,” Ingraham said. 
“Although we didn’t reach our goals 
of winning the Little Three and get-
ting a home NESCAC playoff game, 
we made the NESCAC tournament 
and played a very strong game against 
the number one team in the league. 
We had a really tough schedule this 
year, and I’m very proud with the 
strength, determination, and persis-
tence we showed against some of the 
best teams in the country. Most im-
portantly, we had an awesome time 
with each other.”

Coming into this season, there 
were a lot of questions about who 
would be able to fill the gaps left 
by the previous year’s graduating 
class, but team members stepped up. 
Grundy in particular rose to the chal-
lenge this year. In her first season as 
the starting goalie, Grundy gave up 
27 goals while making 103 saves, giv-
ing her a season save percentage of 
.792.

“The team far exceeded expecta-
tions, everybody really stepped up to 
fill the shoes of the seniors that we lost 
last year,” Bruckner said. “We were a 
very young and talented team and I 
see real potential in all the returning 
players.”

Although the Cardinals are los-
ing three of their top four point lead-
ers (Bruckner, Ingraham, and Wells), 
the Cardinals will be returning a lot of 
talented and experienced players.

“Next year’s team will be very 
strong,” Wells said. “Since there are 
only three seniors graduating, there 
are a lot of returning players and their 
potential is very exciting.”

The returning players will look 
to build on the foundation formed by 
this year’s team and have the potential 
to win the Little Three and be strong 
contenders in the league tournament.

“I’m confident that next year’s 
team will have a strong presence in the 
NESCAC,” Ingraham said. “There 
are a lot of young players who have 
gained experience and will continue 
to develop into great players, [and I 
know] the returners will step up and 
lead the team to a great season.”

Submit to Metis, the 
Undergraduate Journal 

of Classical Studies!

Have you ever wanted to be a 
published author? If yes, then send 

your work to Metis. Email any essays, 
translations, photographs, composi-
tions, or art in 2-D form that is re-

lated to classical studies to 
wesleyanmetis@gmail.com.

The deadline for submissions is 
Feb. 28, 2014
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ASHE KILBOURNEWesCeleb:
By Adam Keller

Features Editor

Ashe Kilbourne ’14 is a versa-
tile musician and DJ, as well as an 
activist for queer and trans* issues on 
campus. Since Her freshman year, 
she has deejayed a variety of venues 
and continues to produce, promote, 
and play electronic and hardcore 
punk music at Wesleyan and around 
the East Coast. The Argus sat down 
with Kilbourne to talk about creat-
ing music, trans* issues at Wesleyan, 
and how to make the University’s 
music scene less oppressive.

The Argus: What makes you a 
WesCeleb?
Ashe Kilbourne: Good nail color, at 
least recently. I’m loud in some plac-
es, I can take up a good amount of 
space in some places, so yeah. I make 
and play music, do stuff around mu-
sic and organizing it.

A: Can you tell me a bit about your 
music output here at Wes?
AK: Let’s see, I hadn’t really played or 
done any music when I was in high 
school. I learned to deejay when I 
enrolled at Wesleyan. [I] learned to 
make music, learned to play the gui-
tar. I did a lot of deejaying on cam-
pus here. More recently, I’ve been 
trying to play around the East Coast. 
And I’ve booked shows; that used to 
be through the Concert Committee, 
more recently it’s been mostly in 
Connecticut and Massachusetts.

A: What kind of music do/have you 
played?

AK: I produce instrumentals for rap-
pers. I make mostly Philly Club Music, 
some Jersey Club, and some Hardstyle. I 
played in a garage-y band in sophomore 
year. The band I’m playing in now is 
called Pyka; that’s, like, powerviolence 
grindcore.

A: How have you found the crowds to be 
at Wesleyan?
AK: I’m pretty done with worrying 
about that; I don’t know what people 
want. I feel like people usually position 
punk and hardcore as a cool fashion 
accessory of a greater personal brand. 
I’ve just had people who are very rude 
and off-putting when I book hardcore 
shows here. So it’s hard to work around 
that, I suppose. I hope people who need 
[hardcore] or like it find it, I hope it’s 
something that has some kind of positive 
presence for Connecticut.

A: Can you tell me about Pyka?
AK: It’s hardcore; it’s trying to be pret-
ty fast, pretty political. We talk about 
womanism, trans* issues, queer issues, 
race and antiracism. I definitely view the 
Wesleyan music scene as pretty misogy-
nistic, white supremacist, and transpho-
bic, so we’re trying to figure out creative 
ways to make it a safer space. We made a 
demo; it’s five songs under five minutes. 
We recorded it at Dead Air Studios in 
Massachusetts. We’ve got cassette tapes! 
We’re definitely trying to play less on 
campus and more around Connecticut.

A: Tell me more about trans* issues on 
campus.
AK: Being trans* has been a part of why 
I dislike being here. I view it as a space 
that, through its ability to engage in 

educated, liberal “diversity-speak,” af-
fords itself a sense of satisfaction so that 
it doesn’t need to interrogate its innate 
transphobia and trans-misogyny, also 
its racism and classism. I’m very sick of 
people who laugh at how wonderful and 
accepting the campus is. It’s no longer a 
point of politics; it’s very post-ideologi-
cal, post-racial, post-gender, refusing to 
see things in terms of historical, institu-
tionalized oppressions.

A: Within the administration and stu-
dent body, what are some major patterns 
of transphobia?
AK: Some of the ones that are most visi-
ble happen around misgendering, lack of 
interest in pronouns of people, assump-
tions that everyone is cis. Just a general 
feeling of entitlement and access to other 
peoples’ gender histories and identities. 
That allows people, especially cis queer 
people, to feel like they have greater ac-
cess to transness, because they “get it,” 
which they don’t. [They] ask about your 
body configuration, use you as an inter-
esting way to experiment with their sex-
uality. A great place to start looking into 
thinking about these things is the zine 
“Bros Fall Back,” reviewed by Suzy X.

A: What have you been doing to raise 
these issues in the campus discourse?
AK: It’s difficult, because speaking about 
trans* issues in cis-supremacist spaces is 
potentially really triggering, so it’s dif-
ficult to make a constant pursuit of it. 
I don’t know, I helped organize a trans* 
potluck meeting that happened last year; 
I’ve started trying to create a transfemi-
nine potluck this year. [I’ve been] en-
couraging many people to be aware of 
how they gender others. I think an ex-

ample of that is, you see a lot of that in 
Wespeaks, perhaps Argus and Wesleying 
articles, the use of the pronoun “ze” 
for a third party or unspecified person. 
Usually, those people have no interest 
in checking on those pronouns, have no 
problem with [violently gendering peo-
ple]. But because they have that access 
to the academically charged language of 
something like the pronoun “ze,” it’s like 
a fun thing for them to do instead of a 
serious part of people creating a system 
to legitimize their identity history them-
selves.

A: Do you have any advice for student-
run publications on how to be less trans-
phobic?
AK: Advocate for more all-gender spaces 
on campus, stop committing gender 
violence by assuming people’s pronouns 
and gender histories. Self-educate and 
make yourself known as an ally through 
your actions and support that you give 
to trans* people, I suppose.

features
A: Anything else you’d like to add?
AK: I’d like to encourage people 
to consider how their participa-
tion in and creation of the music 
scene here creates more space for 
sexism, racism, assault, harass-
ment, violence. Through locating 
your events at things like fraterni-
ties, through allowing oppressive 
people and oppressive presences 
to have privileged roles in the 
planning, allowing them into the 
space at all. I hope people feel an 
entitlement to protect themselves 
and their friends and to give them-
selves community, and not bend to 
the feeling that they have to make 
room for every asshole who thinks 
they can be in any space. Many of 
the venues where music takes place 
on campus have long histories of 
sexual violence and sexual assault. 
There’s a sort of routine, interper-
sonal aggression towards women, 
folks of color, trans* and queer 
people.

C/O ASHE KILBOURNE
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Judd Hall continues to be the site of a variety of psychological stud-
ies.

Psych Research Spans Many 
Fields, Cultures, Decades 

By Jenny Davis
Assistant Opinion Editor

This article is the second of a 
two-part series about the history of 
psychological testing at Wesleyan. 
The first part of the article addressed 
research conducted from 1894 un-
til 1968. This installment picks up 
where the first part left off and ex-
tends into present-day research.

1970: Professor of Psychology 
Jules Holzberg studies families of 
people diagnosed with schizo-
phrenia. 

Holzberg, along with 
University of Connecticut psy-
chologist Amerigo Farina, asked 
50 males diagnosed with schizo-
phrenia to rate their parents’ child-
rearing practices on three scales. 
The parents also rated their own 
practices. Holzberg and Farina 
found that the patients and their 
parents agreed overwhelmingly.

In particular, Holzberg and 
Farina studied perceived paren-
tal attitudes of dominance and 
dominating behavior, discovering 
that the two were “significantly re-
lated.” Holzberg and Farina’s find-
ings were published in the Journal 
of Abnormal Psychology.

“There’s a complex inter-
play between genetics and the 
environment,” said Matthew 
Kurtz, Associate Professor of 
Psychology, Associate Professor 
of Neuroscience & Behavior, and 
Chair of the Neuroscience & 
Behavior Program. “Genes predis-
pose us to stress and birth compli-
cations, but exposure to maternal 
influenza and maternal malnour-
ishment might also play a role.”

Kurtz is currently the head 
of the Schizophrenia Cognition 
Lab. He and students work hands-
on with people diagnosed with 
schizophrenia.

 1984: Professor of Psychology 
David Adams finds that humans 
possess no instinct for war.

“War is a sociological rather 
than biological phenomenon,” 
Adams wrote in “There is No 
Instinct for War,” a paper original-
ly published in the Psychological 
Journal in Moscow.

In this paper, Adams also 
tackled the question of why there 
are so few women warriors, a fact 
that he attributes to “the contra-
dictions between the social institu-
tions of marriage and warfare.”

The “instinct for war” has 
been studied by countless psy-
chologists. This September, David 
Barash, an evolutionary biolo-
gist and professor of psychology 
and biology at the University of 
Washington, wrote an article for 
Aeon Magazine debunking the 
idea that there is a biological basis 
for warfare.

“I fear that many of my col-
leagues have failed, as previously 
have I, to distinguish between the 
relatively straightforward evolu-
tionary roots of human violence 
and the more complex, multifacet-

ed and politically fraught questions of 
human war,” he wrote. “To be blunt, 
violence is almost certainly deeply en-
trenched in human nature; warfare, 
not so much. A fascination with the 
remarkably clear correlation between 
Yanomami [an Amazonian indigenous 
culture noted for its violence] violence 
and male fitness has blinded us to the 
full range of human non-violence, 
causing us to ignore and undervalue 
realms of peacemaking in favor of a 
focus on exciting and attention-grab-
bing patterns of war-making.”

1988: Ruth Striegel investigates eat-
ing disorders and body image dissat-
isfaction.

In 1981, the television film based 
on clinical psychologist and writer 
Steven Levenkron’s 1978 book “The 
Best Little Girl in the World” was re-
leased. The first movie of its kind to 
depict sufferers of anorexia nervosa, 
it captivated television viewers. By 
the late 1980s, the subject of eating 
disorders had been studied by some 
psychologists but was still somewhat 
uncharted territory.

Professor of Psychology Ruth 
Striegel (now Ruth Striegel Weissman) 
was at the forefront of eating and 
weight research at the University. 
She now runs the Eating and Weight 
Research Lab at Wesleyan. Though 
she is currently on a research hiatus 
and was unavailable for an interview, 
the University and Striegel Weissman’s 
lab is currently being funded by the 
federal government to investigate 
binge eating among college students, 
according to the lab’s website.

1993: Professor of Psychology Scott 
Plous publishes “The Psychology of 
Judgment and Decision Making.”

Plous has been a member of 
the Wesleyan faculty since 1990. In 
1993, he published “The Psychology 
of Judgment and Decision Making,” 
which was part of the McGraw-Hill 
Series in Social Psychology and exam-
ines the social aspects of judgment. It 
was the winner of the William James 
Book Award.

1998: The 2050 Program is intro-
duced.

According to a 1998 printout in 
the Psychology Departmental Records, 
the 2050 Program: Psychology for the 

21st Century was a response by the 
Psychology Department to the grow-
ing percentage of the population made 
up of underrepresented groups (ethnic 
and racial minorities, first-generation 
collegians, and those with low socio-
economic status).

“The name of the program 
comes from the fact that by the year 
2050, nearly half the population of 
the United States will be composed of 
ethnic/racial minorities,” Plous wrote 
in 1998.

The 2050 Program, which was 
first established in 1997, called itself 
“an intensive academic and career 
mentoring program for students in 
underrepresented groups.”

According to Plous, the 2050 
Program was a success.

“The 2050 Program had a great 
run and was eventually discontinued 
because students felt that it had largely 
achieved its goals and was no longer 
needed,” he wrote in an email to the 
Argus.

2007—present: Matthew Kurtz and 
Schizophrenia Cognition Lab con-
tinue schizophrenia work in clinical 
wards, this time with neuroimaging.

“The work we’re doing is looking 
at approaches to improving deficits in 
cognition in patients diagnosed with 
schizophrenia,” Kurtz said. “I’m in-
terested not only in how treatment af-
fects behavior, but also in brain scans. 
Our work is designed to see changes 
in activation before and after interven-
tion.”

Kurtz explained that although 
just one percent of the population 
is diagnosed with schizophrenia, 
that percentage climbs in immigrant 
groups and, once established, often 
persists throughout life.

“In the future, we hope to devel-
op techniques and types of interven-
tions that are most effective in better-
ing the lives of people diagnosed with 
schizophrenia,” Kurtz said.

Kurtz and his lab’s use of brain 
scanning technology is a testament to 
the growing field of neuroimaging, or 
examining the structure and function 
of the brain. But although the tech-
nology has made leaps and bounds, 
Kurtz emphasized the importance of 
critical thinking.

“You have to define what you’re 
measuring behaviorally,” he said.

RECYCLE
THIS ARGUS!

WesTunes
Opening

Night

A new student group, WesTunes, is 

holding its first event. WesTunes is a 

weekly album listening party featur-

ing full-length vinyl records played in 

their entirety. The first meeting will 

include a brief informational talk, 

followed by our first album presenta-

tion: Sgt. Pepper’s Lonely Hearts Club 

Band by the Beatles.

Date: Tuesday, Nov. 5

Time: 8:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.

Place: Nicolson Lounge
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By Millie Dent
Foreign Correspondent

Millie Dent ’15 is a participant 
in this fall’s Cities in the 21st Century 
program, part of the International 
Honors Program within the School For 
International Training (SIT). The pro-
gram’s goal is to examine the natural and 
intentional forces affecting city develop-
ment across the world, focusing on issues 
of urban identity, ecological sustainabil-
ity, and political action.

I have learned to thrive on the 
uncomfortable, the awkward, the em-
barrassing, and the unforgettable expe-
riences I have each day while abroad. 
I accept the day as it comes with no 
expectations, and I am usually blown 
away by the results.

The program is multi-country: 
we started out in New Orleans for two 
weeks, spent five weeks in São Paulo, 
and then headed to Cape Town for a 
month. We split our time there, spend-
ing two weeks in a Muslim community 
and then two weeks in a township.

I have had many awkward expe-
riences, especially since we are living 
with homestay families in each city we 
visit. The second day of our homestay 
in São Paulo, I managed to flood the 
bathroom. I did not realize the drain 
was closed during my shower. I stepped 
out into about an inch of water. I ran 
and woke up my host mom, who un-
fortunately spoke little English, so I just 
said, “Baniero! Baniero!” Luckily she 
understood. After we had mopped the 
bathroom, I tried to mime how I had 
managed to do so much damage. She 
just stared at me. Stupid Americans. I 
still cringe at the memory.

Although I could tell embar-
rassing story after embarrassing story, 
I have also had my world turned up-
side down. Seeing a favela first-hand, 
I first felt embarrassment. I have read 
about informal settlements, studied 
them, and learned about NGOs work-
ing in them, but part of me never ac-
cepted their existence. I felt utterly 
stupid walking around, wearing a pair 
of TOMs, Urban Outfitters jeans, and 
carrying my green Orvis backpack. 
Kids stared at us. I stared at the ground, 
watching untreated sewage flow down 
an open sewer in the street.

After the initial shock, I became 
more comfortable on site visits to the 
favelas. By the end of our month in São 
Paulo, four classmates and I had come 

up with a project to improve sewage, 
electricity, and water in a favela about 
an hour outside of the city center called 
CB12. We shared the project with city 
officials who were planning changes in 
the community.

One of my best experiences in the 
city was meeting Djan, a leader in the 
pixadore movement. By day, pixadores 
live regular lives with typical jobs, but at 
night they scale buildings and sign their 
names at the top of each one they climb. 
Each has hir own written language that 
ze uses on each building, so nobody, in-
cluding other pixadores, knows who has 
marked a particular building.

They do not sign for glory or fame. 
Their main purpose is to draw attention 
to the problems of non-upper-class ar-
eas that the government is ignoring. 
Their painting would not be considered 
pretty, and they do not want their de-
signs to be associated with those of graf-
fiti artists. Pixadores paint only in black 
and will not stop until the government 
begins to address unemployment, lack 
of formal housing, food insecurity, sani-
tation, and the rest of the major issues 
plaguing the city.

Living in the Bo Kaap, a Muslim 
community in Cape Town, I experi-
enced major culture shock. I would 
wake up to the call to prayer every day 
at 4 a.m. and hear my host family leave 
the house to pray at the mosque.

We did not have classes on Eid, 
the Muslim New Year, so my homestay 
brother took me to see the annual sheep 
slaughter. I was a little panicked, but 
once I learned the tradition behind it 
and that the meat was delivered to poor 
communities around the city, I recog-
nized the benevolence of the communi-
ty and its attitude toward those in need.

Our second homestay was in 
Langa, a township about a 25-minute 
taxi ride from the city center. Some days 
we had breakfast; other days we had fi-
ber bars. We rotated between hot and 
cold showers, never knowing when the 
hot water might work. We were not al-
lowed to leave the house after dark due 
to safety issues. As much of a change as 
it was, it has been my favorite homestay 
so far. Members of the family I lived 
with always invited me on walks around 
the neighborhood or to a weekend braai 
(barbecue), constantly asking me ques-
tions and making me feel welcome in 
their home. I became football buddies 
with my six-year-old brother, Kanyeso. 
He taught me how to finish a pack of 
gum in just one morning, and I taught 
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Potluck: Dinners 
Foster Discussions
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serviceable working conditions and 
sometimes not, and often [Wesleyan] is 
criticized for not engaging in more part-
nership with the community,” Epstein 
said. “I think a lot of the activism 
Wesleyan touts about itself and [which] 
students engage in is of a paternalistic 
nature, such as tutoring or food rescue. 
These things are important, and I’m not 
trying to criticize these things unilater-
ally, but they do come from a hierarchical 
position of Wesleyan as this bastion of 
privilege and abundance.”

Epstein and Jili said they are mak-
ing an effort to go about social activ-
ism in less paternalistic and hierarchical 
ways and to involve the Middletown 
community as much as possible in the 
decision-making process. In fact, it was 
Middletown resident Nur Moebius who 
came up with the idea of having a pot-
luck while talking to Ebstein at a celebra-
tory barbeque for Middletown Urban 
Gardens.

Moebius was one of three speakers 
at the Middletown Potluck’s first event, 
“The Middletown Experience,” along 
with Arthur Moore, a ninth grade stu-
dent with an interest in spoken word, 
and Jalen Alexander ’14, coordinator for 
the Traverse Square tutoring program.

“Middletown Potluck is unique in 
that its focus is social,” Jili said. “We are a 
group of equals trying to come [together] 
to make a change.”

The Halloween Bash, held at Green 
Street Arts Center on Oct. 27 and co-
sponsored by Middletown Potluck and 
Green Street, was originally suggested by 
Middletown resident and parent Beverly 
Morris. More than 50 children came 
to the event, and 7 Wesleyan students 
helped out with the various activities 
on the schedule, including finger paint-
ing and drawing, a freeze dance game, 
and a chocolate mud-pie station that 
introduced kids to the idea of compost-
ing. One highlight of the night was 
the haunted house, decorated by After 
School Supervisor at Green Street Cookie 
Quiñones.

“We are trying to see if next year we 
can make it even bigger,” Quiñones said. 
“We want to hear the voices of the com-
munity, and we will try our best to make 
[what they want] happen.”

C/O KIRSTEN GARCIA

Middletown Potluck events engage community members of all ages.

Middletown parent Marilyn 
Dunkley attended the Halloween 
event with her kids and plans to attend 
Middletown Potluck’s next event on 
Saturday, Nov. 16, from 5 p.m. to 7:30 
p.m. at First Church, 190 Court St. This 
potluck will be in collaboration with St. 
Vincent de Paul’s Amazing Grace Food 
Pantry and will feature speeches from 
several formerly or currently home-
less people as a way to fuel a discus-
sion on hunger and homelessness in the 
Middletown community.

“We were hit by the economy and 
layoffs,” Dunkley said. “I have six kids 
and we go to Amazing Grace [Food 
Pantry] to get assistance. Middletown 
is very unique; we are all connected and 
[people are] willing to help out whenever 
you need something.”

Although Green Street-affiliated 
families made up the largest portion 
of “Halloween Bash” attendees, an 
eclectic mix of people typically attends 
Middletown Potluck events. Attendees 
include homeless people from the 
Eddy Shelter, Wesleyan students, an 
old-school Marxist named Vick, Green 
Street administrators, and Middlesex 
Community College students. Lately, 
Epstein and Jili have been reaching out 
to more faith-based communities and are 
also trying to encourage more professors 
to attend and to contribute food to the 
potluck.

“One problem is that we are feed-
ing more of a food-insecure popula-
tion… [and it could be] offensive to 
expect a resident of the Eddy shelter to 
bring food, so we’ve been dimming the 
potluck aspect,” Epstein said.

So far, Wesleyan students have 
cooked most of the meals, with 
Middletown residents contributing sev-
eral dishes and Mike’s Deli providing 
sandwiches on occasion. Epstein hopes 
to get more restaurants to agree to do-
nate food, one of many goals he has for 
the future of Middletown Potluck.

“I would like to get involved in a 
local issue of social justice, and use the 
community facilitated by Middletown 
Potluck to help out in a significant way 
in providing partial solutions to issues 
pertaining to social justice,” Epstein said. 
“Whether that is homeless[ness], food 
insecurity, or educational inequity, they 
are all part of the same soup.”

him how to play Hacky Sack. He 
would creep into my room while I 
was doing homework, pleading to 
play because he was bored. I taught 
him some boxing moves and he 
would practice while I wrote my 
papers.

Although Apartheid officially 
ended in 1994, it is still very preva-
lent today. Racism runs rampant 
throughout the city, and the in-
equality was clear once I stepped 
outside of the city center. We walked 
through cardboard shack communi-
ties and saw the public bathrooms 
that the government is supposed to 
maintain looted of the actual toilets, 
which thieves sell. Doors are ripped 
off of the restrooms, making it dan-
gerous for people to use them at 
night, so people have to keep buck-
ets in their homes.

The major issue facing the 
city is housing. The government is 
slowly working to provide 800,000 
people with houses, but they only 
have the funding to aid 8,000 a 
year. Housing is a right guaranteed 
in the South African Constitution, 
but the government is failing the 
people. Food security is also prom-
ised in the Constitution, but many 
people are starving and others lack 
the funds for healthy food, caus-
ing an obesity epidemic around the 
country. Furthermore, South Africa 
has the highest rate of HIV/AIDS 
in the world. Once you dig deep-
er into Cape Town, past the usual 
tourist attractions of wine tours and 
Table Mountain, you discover the 
heartbreaking reality of the city.

Currently we are en route to 
Hanoi, where we will spend our five 
final weeks of the program. Nobody 
knows what to expect, but if it’s 
anything like Brazil or South Africa, 
we are in for another wild ride. 
This program has pushed me to 
my physical and emotional limits, 
opening my eyes to a world of issues 
I had given little thought to before.

One thing I know for sure is 
that I am only getting a surface view 
of urban issues facing these cities, 
and that there is a wealth of infor-
mation I still have yet to understand 
or come in contact with. I came into 
the program expecting answers, but 
I am going to come away with even 
more questions, as well as the drive 
and passion to pursue these issues in 
the future.

C/O MILLIE DENT

This semester, Millie Dent ’15 is not staying still for a second.

Beekeepers Meeting

Interested in someday helping to take 
care of Wesleyan’s very own bees?

Date: Tuesday, Nov. 5
Time: 7:30 p.m. – 9:30 p.m.
Place: 41 Wyllys, Room 110
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Over the holiday weekend, the Wesleyan community showcased its endless supply of creativity and ingenuity with an amazing rollout of meticulously crafted Halloween costumes. Here 
are just a few of the many outfits that were on display. 

Clockwise from left: Margaux Sica ’16, Rachel Eisman ’16, and Rebecca Tom ’16; Juliana McLain ’14, Will Durney ’14, Jessica Titlebaum ’14, Matthew Lee ’14, Oren Cook ’14, and 
Alex Bigger-Allen ’14; Ter1esa Wu ’16, Nina Stender ’16, Emily Freedman ’16, and Lily Borland ’16; Cyrus Nury ’16 and Miranda Haymon ’16; Maya McDonnell ’16 and Emma Gilberg 
’16; Alessandra Cervera ’16. Center: Becca Winkler ’16 and Hannah Goodman ’16.

APERTURE HOUR

C/O REBECCA TOM

C/O REBECCA TOM

C/O EMILY FREEDMAN

C/O ALESSANDRA CERVERA

C/O MAYA MCDONNELL

C/O HANNAH GOODMAN

C/O MIRANDA HAYMON

C/O JESSICA TITLEBAUM
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