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By Gili Lipman
Staff Writer

The men’s tennis team capped 
off the 2013 fall season in style 
by shutting out the University of 
Hartford, 9-0. The team was firing 
on all cylinders, as four players were 
victorious in their singles and doubles 
matches.

“The team played well on 
Friday,” said Head Coach Michael 
Fried. “It’s always nice to beat a qual-
ity Division I team, and it’s certainly 
enjoyable to end the fall season on a 
high note. I think the team knows 
that there’s much to be done, both 
individually and collectively, in order 
to compete with the best teams in 
both our conference and the country 
during the spring season. Moreover, I 
think that we’re ready and excited to 

Men’s Tennis Closes Fall Season 
With Shutout, High Hopes

do the work, so that we can see how good 
our team can get.”

Junior captain Stephen Monk led 
the fierce charge for the Cardinals, tak-
ing down his opponent at number four 
singles in straight sets. Monk surrendered 
only one game in his dominant perfor-
mance over the Hartford player.

“In the singles match, my opponent 
and I played similar styles, but my ball was 
a little bit heavier and deeper than his,” 
Monk said. “I was able to wait for the 
opportunity to get myself in an offensive 
position and then win the point at net.”

Monk also teamed up with sopho-
more Michael King in order to effortlessly 
pick apart a Harford duo at number three 
doubles.

“Stephen and I play a similar style of 
tennis,” King said. “I would say that our 
approaches to the game are very compa-
rable: we both like to make a lot of balls. 

The main difference in our styles is that I 
like to advance and finish at the net more 
than he does.”

Though it was their first time play-
ing together, King and Monk were able to 
adjust to one another quickly.

“We focused on communication 
and positive reinforcement, and our 
chemistry improved as the match went 
along,” Monk said. “We returned well and 
took over the net effectively.”

The two Redbirds won their match, 
8-2, and were extremely pleased with their 
performance afterwards.

“In doubles, I think that we were 
playing better than they were that day,” 
King said. “We had better volleys and bet-
ter returns, and we missed less balls than 
they did.”

King also had some of his 
own success on the singles side as he
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We all have one season that we 
look forward to the most for its gusta-
tory experience. Summer, fall, winter, 
and spring all bring with them a cer-
tain “feeling,” and this feeling is tied 
inextricably to the different foods they 
offer. In this Food Fight column, the 
Argus Food staff takes on the ever-
pressing question: which season gives 
the best culinary adventure?

Fall
By Andrew Ribner

Food Editor

I grew up in Southern California 
where average precipitation for the en-
tire year is under 12 inches, tempera-
tures rarely fall below 60 degrees, and 
sweaters are a thing of myth. Seasons 
don’t really exist, and the leaves never 
change colors. Shoveling snow is a nov-
elty, and I sport a year-round sandal 

tan. In short, I grew up in paradise.
Wait, did I say paradise?
Let’s be honest, it was horrible. 

That sounds harsh, but after four years 
at Wes learning to understand the 
magic of seasons, I don’t hope to move 
back very soon. Spurts of cold help us 
appreciate warmth. And of course, the 
beauty of changing leaves and snow is 
second to nothing.

While over 50 percent of pro-
duce harvested in the United States 
comes from California, the climate 
hardly ever resembles the picturesque 
Thanksgiving—the pinnacle of fall 
cooking—that much of the country 
gets to enjoy. While I grew up eating 
the traditional Thanksgiving foods, it 
wasn’t until I came to the East Coast 
that I understood what was so fall-y 
about them.
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Wesleyan packed the Memorial Chapel on Friday to be blown away by Anis Mojgani’s beautiful 
words. See page 10 for the full story.
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By Rebecca Brill
Assistant Features Editor

Last February, Marissa 
Schnitman ’14 assumed she was 
ahead of the internship game. 
Before jetting off to Australia for 
a semester abroad, she secured an 
unpaid internship with a non-
profit organization for the sum-
mer months, which she planned 
to begin upon her return.

As it turned out, the game 
was leading Schnitman by leaps 
and bounds. In mid-June, right 
before she came home, she con-
tacted the organization to inquire 
about her work schedule. She was 
then informed that she would 
only be allowed to participate in 
the internship program if she re-
ceived credit from the University. 

Snacking on Seasons: 
Tasty Explorations

Suddenly, Schnitman wished she’d 
made backup plans for her summer.

Schnitman’s concern was not 
that she would have trouble receiv-
ing credit. The University’s Career 
Center offers .25 credit to students 
who complete both paid and unpaid 
internships. Students must submit 
specific forms to the Career Center 
at the beginning and end of their 
internships and ask their supervisors 
to complete and submit a For-Credit 
Internship Completion Form. 
Additionally, student interns must 
submit a 500-word reflection essay 
to the Service Learning Director and 
enter information about their ex-
periences in the Wesleyan Summer 
Internship Database (WesSID).

Schnitman, who is currently 
writing a senior thesis about issues 
surrounding unpaid internships, was 

more concerned about the financial 
penalty for receiving credit. The 
Career Center dictates that students 
who do not receive need-based fi-
nancial aid pay seven hundred dol-
lars in tuition for summer internship 
credit. Schnitman believes that the 
fee may have been put in place in or-
der to help solve the University’s fis-
cal issues. Still, she finds the charge 
unreasonably high, even for students 
without major financial disadvan-
tages.

“Just because somebody doesn’t 
qualify for financial aid doesn’t mean 
that they have seven hundred dollars 
lying around each time they want an 
internship,” she said.

Schnitman said she felt trapped 
by her situation. Although a quarter 

Esteva Lectures on 
Radical Activism

By Sophie Zinser
Assistant News Editor

Last week, radical activist Gustavo 
Esteva gave four lectures on campus 
and also participated in a conversa-
tion with campus activist groups held 
at the Alpha Delta Phi Society (Alpha 
Delt). These lectures addressed his per-
sonal philosophies and opinions with 
a particular emphasis on the success of 
the Zapatista movement in southern 
Mexico.

Esteva works both independently 
and collaboratively in Mexico as a 
deprofessionalized economic and so-
ciological intellectual and has authored 
over three dozen books. In 1996, he 
was invited to be the advisor of the 
Zapatistas, a radical leftist commu-
nity in the southern Mexican state of 
Chiapas, and currently dedicates him-
self to the struggle of the indigenous 
Mexican peoples.

“The Zapatistas teach us that 
we are not here to change the world.  
That’s something that is very difficult 
to be done, perhaps impossible,” Esteva 

said. “We are here to create a whole 
new world. After some years of doing 
this, we discovered that that is actually 
a very pragmatic statement.”

Esteva first spoke at the University 
in February 2012; his return was fa-
cilitated by Daniel Plafker ’15 and 
Ross Levin ’15. Esteva’s visit to cam-
pus was also sponsored by numer-
ous departments and organizations 
on campus, including The Adelphic 
Educational Fund, the College of the 
Environment, the College of Social 
Studies, the Center for the Americas, 
the Government Department, the 
Anthropology Department, the 
Sociology Department and the John & 
Frances Hoy Endowment. It was also 
co-sponsored by Ajua Campos, United 
Student Labor Action Coalition, Local 
Food Co-op, WesDivest, and the Long 
Lane Farm Collective.

Esteva claims that Zapatista com-
munities have a social structure  differ-
ent from that of capitalism, socialism, 
or communalism. He believes that their 
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Seasonal New England harvests offer varying treats throughout the 
year. Argus Food debates the merits of each season’s snacks.
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The Wesleyan Argus (USPS 
674-680) is published by the un-
dergraduates of Wesleyan Universi-
ty. The University does not publish 
the Argus or influence its content, 
nor is it responsible for any of the 
opinions expressed in the Argus. 

The Argus is published twice 
weekly during the school year ex-
cept in exam periods or recesses. 
First class postage paid in Middle-
town, CT 06459.

The Argus welcomes Wespeaks 
that pertain to campus issues, news 
stories and editorial policy. We-
speaks should be no longer than 
750 words. The deadline for sub-
mission is 4 p.m. (Monday, for 
Tuesday publication, and Thurs-
day, for Friday publication). All 
submissions should be e-mailed to 
argus@wesleyan.edu, and should 
include the author’s name and tele-
phone number. 

The Argus reserves the right 
to edit all submissions for spell-
ing, grammar and length as well as 
withhold Wespeaks that are exces-
sively vulgar or nonsensical.  The 
Wespeak editors will provide titles 
for all submissions. Due to the vol-
ume of mail received, neither pub-
lication nor return of submissions 
are guaranteed.

Editorial offices are located 
at 45 Broad Street, Middletown. 
Email: argus@wesleyan.edu

Correction: In the Oct. 11 issue, the 
photo accompanying the men’s soccer 
article on page 13 was incorrectly cred-
ited to Sadichchha Adhikari. Actually, 
the credit for the photograph belongs 
to Andrew Ribner, Food Editor.

University Hosts Coeducation Retrospective
By Ben Marvin-Vanderryn

Staff Writer

On Saturday, Oct. 12, the 
University hosted an all-day retro-
spective to remember the coeduca-
tional efforts of five New England 
schools. Included in the conference 
were five women: Lilli Hornig, Nancy 
McIntire, Adele Simmons, Sheila 
Tobias, and Elga Wasserman, all of 
whom led initiatives to integrate 
women onto the campuses of Brown 
University, Williams College, Tufts 
University, Wesleyan University, and 
Yale University, respectively.

Focused on celebrating 40 years 
of female students at the University, 
the conference recognized both re-
gional and Wesleyan-specific efforts 
toward coeducation, providing stu-
dents, faculty, and alumni with a re-
minder of the University’s history.

“The event is an attempt to 
bring memory forward about a most 
significant set of transformations in 
the life of Wesleyan,” wrote Professor 
of Psychology, Emeritus Karl Scheibe 
in an email to The Argus.

The conference focused on 
honoring the women who led the 
charge toward coeducation. During 
the morning session, the five wom-
en presenters sat on a panel, titled 
“Transforming the Male Ivies and 
Other Elite Institutions in the 
1970s.”

“We weren’t deans of women,” 
said Tobias, who served as University 
Associate Provost from 1970-1978. 
“We were not supposed to be hand-
holding the girls. That would imply 
a different model, that the girls were 
being made to adjust to the men’s 
college. The model, as we understood 
it, was [that] the men’s colleges were 
going to have to accommodate wom-
en and all that entailed.”

The panelists also shared stories 
of how they dealt with the difficulties 

inherent in creating cultural change. 
One story that Tobias shared 

featured Kingman Brewster, who 
served as President of Yale during 
the coeducation movement. Brewster 
noted that he wanted to make Yale 
a coeducational university, but he 
only allowed the student body to 
be 25 percent female. Brewster rea-
soned that Yale had a commitment 
to producing one thousand leaders 
of America every year, and giving 
admissions spots to women would 
reduce the number of leaders Yale 
could produce. Tobias used this story 
as an example of the prevalent atti-
tudes of the time period.

“This was a revolution,” Tobias 
said. “We hear about the battles, but 
this was a quiet transformation of 
places where America’s leaders were 
cultivated. We had to do a lot at the 
national level to change the laws, and 
then we had to do a lot in changing 
people’s attitudes. That’s harder be-
cause you have to listen, you have to 
be gentle, and I bet there were pro-
fessors who were not convinced that 
Wesleyan was a better place.”

Diana Diamond ’71 noted that 
the movement was not highly visible 
in relation to its counterparts.

“The movement was a silent 
revolution because it got obscured by 
the social and political movements of 
the time,” she said.

For the first female students at 
Wesleyan, Diamond said, coeduca-
tion was an exciting frontier.

“Particularly for those of us 
who were there at the beginning, it 
was a little like the wild west of co-
education,” Diamond said. “It was 
exhilarating because we knew we 
were pioneers and making history, 
and although we were often asked 
by professors what the female point 
of view was, we felt very empowered 
to be speaking up about that point 
of view.”

At the time, women at vari-
ous schools joined together to form 
the Committee for the Concerns of 
Women in New England Colleges 
and Universities in order to share 
ideas, concerns, and contacts.

“We were not alone [in the push 
for coeducation],” Scheibe wrote. 
“Most of our peer institutions, along 
with just about every all-male college 
or university in the United States be-
came coeducational within just a few 
years. We were part of a massive, in-
exorable, and in my view, altogether 
beneficial cultural change—one that 
allowed a new equality between men 
and women and provided women 
[with] new opportunities for profes-
sional inclusion.”

In the afternoon session, the 
conference shifted to focus more 
specifically on the push toward co-
education within the University com-
munity, with a panel of faculty from 
that era as well as a panel of male 
and female alumni who attended the 
University during the coeducation 
process.

While other schools attempted 
to look for ways to coeducate with-
out lowering their numbers of male 
students, Wesleyan showed more of a 
commitment to diversify, admitting a 
freshman class composed of 40 per-
cent female students during the first 
year of the new policy’s implementa-
tion.

This initial commitment, ac-
cording to Tobias, made the process 
of coeducation easier. Instead of 
looking for creative ways to admit 
only enough female students to be 
considered coeducational while also 
keeping its numbers of male stu-
dents, the University decided to make 
a commitment to true coeducation.

“I had the easiest job [of the five 
women present] because Wesleyan 
met me halfway,” Tobias said. 
“Going 40 percent [in the first year] 

and 50 percent [in the second year], 
Wesleyan clearly turned down hun-
dreds of male students.”

Diamond also noted that chang-
es have not been limited to the com-
position of students at the University.

“When I got to Wesleyan in 
1969, there were four female faculty,” 
Diamond said. “Now, its about 40 
percent. That’s a huge change that I 
think Wesleyan should be proud of.”

On the flip side, Diamond not-
ed, faculty also had to adjust to hav-
ing female students in the classroom 
once coeducation was implemented.

“This was a major change for the 
faculty as well as the students because 
they didn’t know how to handle it ei-
ther,” she said.

Though the conference dealt 
with looking back at a historical 
event, Scheibe believes that knowl-
edge of the coeducation movement 
is still relevant and important for the 
University community.

“One must make efforts to know 
institutional history in order to have 
some informed sense of a proper way 
of charting a course into the future,” 
Scheibe wrote. “Memories are highly 
fallible and selective. An exercise such 
as the one conducted today cannot 
succeed in reconstructing the com-
plete truth of what happened. Even 
so, the collections and reviews of tes-
timony and the witness of those who 
participated in this transformation 
are richly informative and of high 
importance for the conduct of our 
current institutional life.”

Diamond emphasized that the 
movement should not yet be per-
ceived as complete.

“It brought to the forefront is-
sues around gender and equality that 
continue to be relevant today with 
students and faculty,” she said. “I’ve 
talked to a lot of students and faculty, 
and I know there are still issues that 
need to be addressed.”
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society is the first to end oppressive pa-
triarchal and matriarchal structures.

“It is difficult to imagine, but we 
are talking about hundreds of thou-
sands of people in hundreds of com-
munities in the middle of the jungle 
who have created a society without any 
form of exploitation, social classes, or 
private property, and still have an amaz-
ing level of a good life,” Esteva said.

The first lecture took place on 
Monday, Oct. 7 and was titled “Utopian 
Dreams Materialized: Zapatismo and 
the Insurrection of Ordinary People.” 
In this lecture, Esteva claimed that 
states frequently use utopian ideals as 
a way of convincing people to obey 
laws and adhere to organized societal 
structures. Esteva offered the Zapatista 
society as a sort of utopia in its lack of 
hierarchical societal structure, agree-
ment on laws by all members, and 
unanimous support by all members.

Esteva also asked students to con-
sider whether or not they live in a post-
capitalist society and what that implies 
about the future of radical movements. 
J.J. Mitchell ’15 found his use of acces-
sible language in lectures and charisma 
onstage especially captivating.

“He’s so inspirational and yet so 
normal,” Mitchell said. “This means 
that everyone can have his ideas, with-
out feeling like you have to be an aca-
demic discussing revolutionary theo-
ries. It’s liberating.”

The Tuesday, Oct. 8 lecture was 
titled “Beyond the State, Beyond 
Development, Beyond the Postmodern: 
Anarchy and Buen Vivir.” Here, Esteva 
argued that the nation-state is an out-
moded model of governance and that 
it is absurd to impose universal norms 
upon a population as large and diverse 
as that of the United States. Zapatista 
communities agree on their own soci-
etal norms and enforce them indepen-
dently of a centralized state.

Ari Ebstein ’16 felt that the con-
tent of this lecture had important im-
plications for the way that communi-
ties can be organized locally.

“It was incredible to hear that 
people are so concretely creating a dif-
ferent world,” Ebstein said. “Dreams 
like the ones that the Zapatistas have 
beget more dreams; they don’t con-
tain themselves. What they’re doing in 
Mexico, their existence benefits not just 
Wesleyan students but Middletown cit-
izens and us as citizens of this country.”

Esteva’s third lecture, held on 
Wednesday, Oct. 9, was called “Hope in 
the Face of the Intolerable: Apocalypse 
and Prospects for Emancipation.” He 
argued that to consider something in-
tolerable implies that action against 
the intolerable thing will follow and 
invoked the Occupy Wall Street pro-
tests as evidence of United States action 
against intolerable governmental and 
societal structures.

“People are saying ‘Hey, my 

dreams don’t fit into your ballot 
box,’” Esteva said. “People want to do 
things, but they cannot reduce their 
aspirations to the ballot box, to the 
Democratic Party, or to the Republican 
party. Everybody accepts democracy as 
this universal system of government, 
and yet everywhere there is disenchant-
ment with democracy.”

Esteva emphasized that it is im-
possible to bring the Zapatista style 
of governance to Middletown. These 
radical communities, he argued, should 
be used not as models for how govern-
ments should be run, but as inspiration 
for new ways of defining social relations 
in the world. When social movements 
exist to promote positive organized 
change rather than to start commotion, 
Esteva believes they allow citizens to re-
claim personal agency in government.

Esteva’s final lecture on Friday, 
Oct. 11 was titled “Escaping the 
Ivory Tower: Insurgent Research 
and the Autonomous Production of 
Knowledge.” He argued that what 
modern-era intellectuals accept as the 
truth is not necessarily something that 
is right, but rather something that 
is widely affirmed. The twenty-first 
century, he believes, is bringing about 
more intellectuals who are question-
ing both conventional norms and their 
own presuppositions.

“No serious scientist in the twen-
tieth-century would ever say, ‘I know,’” 
Esteva said.  “In contrast, a nineteenth-
century scientist would say ‘If A is true, 
then B is also true.’”

Esteva concluded this lecture 
by discussing the current govern-
ment shutdown. Without a functional 
government system, Esteva argued, 
Americans are forced to take responsi-
bility for their own individual actions. 
Similarly, he said, if the government 
refused to clear sewage in an urban 
environment, citizens would fail to ad-
equately dispose of their own waste.

Mitchell found this analogy par-
ticularly jarring.

“It was so shocking yet so every-
day because it was funny and vulgar,” 
she said. “He didn’t need to use huge 
words like hegemony or phrases like 
‘discourse of power structures’ to get 
his point across.”

Esteva’s lectures were consistently 
well attended and received positive 
feedback from members of the student 
body. In an interview with The Argus, 
Esteva noted that if he were to empha-
size one point about the Zapitistas, it 
would be that the members of their 
communities are ordinary men and 
women.

“For me, being at Wesleyan is an 
important intercultural encounter and 
opportunity for working together and 
building on relationships,” Esteva said. 
“It’s incredible to me how much is hap-
pening outside the U.S. that you [stu-
dents] don’t know about. This is a new 
kind of revolution. It’s amazing that 
more people here don’t know about it.”

Esteva: Activist 
Visits Campus

Gustavo Esteva, a self-described deprofessionalized intellectual, vis-
ited campus the week of Oct. 7.
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Inaugural Privilege And 
Policy Forum Sparks Student 
Discussion on Socioeconomics

By Tess Morgan
News Editor

Students gathered in the 
Daniel Family Commons on 
Friday, Oct. 11 for the first ses-
sion of a new, five-part discussion 
series titled “Privilege and Policy 
at Wesleyan.” The first forum fo-
cused on the implications of class 
and socioeconomic backgrounds 
on campus. The series was or-
ganized by Wesleyan Student 
Assembly (WSA) President Nicole 
Updegrove ’14, but has no affilia-
tion with the WSA.

Updegrove described a per-
ceived lack of conversation be-
tween students about such issues 
as class; ability and wellness; race; 
culture, ethnicity, and religion; 
and sex, gender, and relationships. 
These are the topics around which 
the series is organized.

“Last year I had the idea of 
doing all-campus priority meet-
ings: getting a bunch of stu-
dents in a room together with a 
group [of ] leaders to participate 
in groups and talk about what 
the real issues on campus are,” 
Updegrove said. “It occurred to 
me that there might be some big 
themes [relating to] problems at 
Wesleyan.”

Kwame Adams ’14 and 
Leonid Liu ’14 led the first fo-
rum. Both students have previ-
ously been involved with diversity 
and inclusion events on campus. 
Updegrove described the selection 
process for discussion leaders.

“I asked around with the 
deans…as well as my friends who 
are involved in diversity and in-
clusion and asked them who they 
thought had a lot of connections 
in different groups on campus and 
also knew how to facilitate a con-
versation and make sure that we 
could maintain stability and re-
spect for each other,” Updegrove 
said. “Leo and Kwame were both 
mentioned by numerous people 
and fortunately they were very 
generous with their time.”

The first forum drew around 
45 students and lasted for over two 
hours. The discussion was held 
in one large group until about 
halfway through, when attendees 
split into smaller groups of about 
15. At the end of the discussion, 
Adams and Liu listened to ideas 
for future action from students 
and asked them to sign up for a 
Google Group if they were inter-

ested in being involved in a potential 
student group.

“I was really happy with the first 
session,” Updegrove said. “We had a 
great turnout…and [attendees] were 
all really positive and supportive of 
each other and really honest about 
the things that are going on on this 
campus. We generated a lot of ideas 
about what the problems are and also 
a good amount of solutions.”

The presenters were satisfied 
with the first forum, and Adams de-
scribed his hope for the lasting im-
pacts of the meeting.

“I hope that people will leave 
here and continue this conversation, 
so it reaches ears that weren’t in the 
room tonight,” Adams said. “That’s 
important because often we have 
these events and everyone who identi-
fies with the issue [is present, while] 

people who don’t identify don’t at-
tend. It’s not that we need to hear; it’s 
that they need to hear.”

Updegrove expressed surprise at 
the honesty and candidness of some 
of the students who spoke.

“One thing that was striking was 
that I had never thought before about 
[the fact that] there is no real advo-
cate for lower-income students on 
campus,” Updegrove said. “We have 
an Associate Dean for International 
[Student Affairs], we have a Chief 
Diversity Officer, we have a therapist 
for sexual assault, we have religious 
chaplains, but at the end of the day, 
there’s no advocate for people who 
are first-generation college students 
or whose parents are low-income. The 
Wesleyan experience is very different 
from what we experienced in high 
school, and they, or we, aren’t nec-
essarily prepared for what we found 
here. And that’s a problem that I 
think could be solved.”

Adams articulated the need for 
participants from a wider range of 
backgrounds at these sorts of forums.

“Though I do like seeing stu-
dents, I would like some faculty to be 
present,” Adams said. “Even if they 
are seen and not heard…it’s impor-
tant for [professors] to hear how stu-
dents are impacted by some of their 
decisions or their behavior.”

Adams described his personal 
experiences with class discrimination 
on campus.

“All of this frustration comes 
from not being heard and feeling like 
you’re still being excluded from the 
Wesleyan experience,” Adams said. 
“I’m pretty sure whoever is paying the 
other $58,000 out of [my tuition]...
wouldn’t be happily giving me that 
58 grand if they knew the shit I was 
going through. They’re not going to 
go, ‘I’m going to give all my money 
to you so that you can come here and 
feel more oppressed than you did be-
fore you got here.’”

Almost every student at the fo-
rum spoke at least once, talking about 
how socioeconomic backgrounds have 
affected their college experiences.

“I felt like there was a lot of in-
teresting stuff that came up in this 
discussion that, as someone who con-
siders [herself ] relatively privileged, 
I [had] not previously known, and I 
feel like the campus as a whole doesn’t 
know,” said Carolyn Tusa ’14. “How 
do I, and we, collectively translate this 
discussion into institutional and cul-
tural change? Taking what we’re talk-
ing about and putting it into some 
sort of policy is really encouraging, 
and I have hope.”

Kai Leshne ’16 noted the impor-
tance of self-examination for the con-
tinuation of this discussion on class 
dynamics.

“I think that [we] as the Wesleyan 
community should really take a step 
back and look at all our privilege and 
recognize it,” Leshne said. “For exam-
ple, some people working on campus 
are not as privileged as we are…and 
we should really be bringing them to 
the forefront of [this conversation].”

Overall, attendees reacted posi-
tively to the conversation. Some stu-
dents stayed after the official forum 
had ended, continuing the discus-
sion in a more casual setting. These 
students expressed the need for open 
dialogue on privilege and class on a 
larger scale.

“This conversation isn’t some-
thing that should be feared,” said 
LaNell Williams ’15. “I think it’s 
something that should be embraced, 
so that people who are considered 
more privileged can learn about how 
they can use their privilege to help 
others.”

The second session in the five-
part series, held on Monday, Oct. 
14, focused on ability and wellness. 
The third session, “Privilege, Race, 
& Policy,” will be held on Thursday, 
Oct. 24 at the Malcolm X House at 

Group leader Kwame Adams ’14 compiled a list of possible solutions to class issues on campus.

“It’s not that we 
need to hear; it’s 
that they need to 
hear.” —Adams

TESS MORGAN/NEWS EDITOR
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By Miranda Katz
News Editor

On Sept. 19, 28 Greenpeace ac-
tivists and two freelance journalists 
were arrested in Russia for protesting 
at the Prirazlomnaya oil rig, where 
gas giant Gazprom hopes to become 
the first company to extract oil from 
the Arctic. One of the arrested activ-
ists is Dima Litvinov ’86 who, along 
with the other “Arctic 30,” remains 
detained in Murmansk on charges of 
piracy, which can carry a sentence of 
up to 15 years of jail time.

“When they got to Murmansk 
there was quite a large gathering of 
international diplomats there because 
there were 18 different nationalities 
on board,” said Greenpeace represen-
tative Keiller MacDuff. “They were 
allowed to meet with the crew, the 
activists, and the two independent 
journalists who were on board.”

MacDuff noted that Dima 
Litvinov is in a unique situation, 
particularly given that his fam-
ily members formerly fled Soviet 
Russia as dissidents. His father, Pavel 
Litvinov, also has a history of activ-
ism in Russia and was involved in the 
1968 Red Square demonstration in 
Moscow during the Prague Spring.

“I think he’s in an interesting 
situation because even though he’s 
lived [in the U.S.], he’s [also] lived in 
Russia, [and] he has a Swedish pass-
port as well,” she said. “He’s kind of 
like an international citizen, but at 
the same time he has very intricate 
historical ties to Russia and to the 
politics of it.”

Dima Litvinov attended the 
University from 1980-1986 and 
graduated with a BA/MA in an-
thropology. His classmate Kelly 
Washburn ’87 recalled his history of 
involvement with social activism.

“Dima was political and con-
cerned with social justice when we 
were at Wes, but it was not the center 
of his life as it was for me and many 
of our friends,” Washburn wrote in 
an email to The Argus. “You would 

not have pegged him as the one to 
dedicate his life, and risk it over and 
over, for some 20 years now. But he 
was always passionate, adventurous, 
and jumped in the deep end of any 
pool with both feet.”

Shortly after graduation, Dima 
Litvinov became involved with 
Greenpeace as a campaigner and 
project coordinator.  Until his arrest, 
he worked in the Greenpeace office 
in Stockholm, Sweden.

Pavel Litvinov said that he finds 
the situation unlawful.

“Russia is a country which I 
hope will change from Soviet times 
when I was an active dissident, and 
they are not supposed to put peo-
ple in prison for speaking out their 
mind,” Pavel Litvinov said. “It’s defi-
nitely a violation of the law, and it 
shows that Putin and the Russian oil 
giant Gazprom are trying to shut off 
all the people who criticize their poli-
tics and global warming.”

Pavel Litvinov recalled an earlier 
instance of his son’s activism, when 
he participated in a similar protest in 
1990. Greenpeace sent a ship to the 
storage location of the Soviet Union’s 
nuclear bombs and suggested that 
Dima Litvinov, who spoke Russian, 
be on board.

“Of course, Dima was hasty 

to do it, because it was adventure 
and interesting and so on, and he 
went on that Greenpeace ship,” 
Pavel Litvinov said. “On the way 
back they were arrested. Because it 
was different times, they didn’t put 
them in prison. [Then Soviet states-
man Mikhail] Gorbachev personally 

sent a telegraph saying 
‘Release the Greenpeace 
activists,’ so they left as 
victors.”

Similarly, Russian 
President Vladimir Putin 
stated at a Sept. 25 fo-
rum on Arctic affairs 
that the Arctic 30 should 
not be facing charges of 
piracy.

“I don’t know the 
details of what went on, 
but it’s completely obvi-
ous they aren’t pirates,” 
Putin was quoted as 
saying by the Interfax 
Information Services 
Group.

MacDuff said that 
Greenpeace was sur-
prised when Putin’s pub-
lic statement did not 
result in the detainees’ 
release.

“I don’t know a great 
deal about Russian poli-
tics, but I’d always figured that some-
one like him would run the country 
with an iron fist, and what he says 
goes,” she said. “A lot of people were 
surprised a couple of days later when 
they ordered everyone detained for 
two months, until Nov. 24.”

Though Greenpeace maintains 
that the Arctic 30 are being charged 
unfairly, the organization is not 
hopeful that they will be released 
soon.

“What we want to happen is 
that they are released immediately,” 
MacDuff said. “As of [Oct. 14], there 
have been nine bail hearings; all of 
them have been refused. We have no 
reason to believe that the other 21 
will be any different. I don’t think 
we’ll see them home any time soon.”

Washburn noted the complexity 
of the matter.

“There are multiple strands 
to be untangled here,” she wrote. 
“There is whether or not Greenpeace 
did something illegal. They are say-
ing publicly that they are willing to 

face any warranted charges. Piracy is 
not a warranted charge by Russian or 
international law. There have been 
accusations that drugs were found 
on the Greenpeace ship, the Arctic 
Sunrise, but Greenpeace has a private 
Norwegian company search their 
vessels before going out on an action, 
so that they can verify that they are 
carrying nothing illegal, including 
drugs or arms.”

Along with Pavel Litvinov, 
Washburn believes that Dima 
Litvinov and the rest of the Arctic 30 
are being held as scapegoats.

“The willingness to even raise 
this as a possible issue tells me that 
the Russian authorities are not con-
cerned with law, but making an ex-
ample of this crew, even by outright 
fraudulence,” Washburn wrote.

Pavel Litvinov emphasized the 
importance of awareness of this issue 
and hopes that University students 
will rally on behalf of the alumnus.

“Dima is in the Wesleyan tradi-
tion of liberal politics, and he dedi-
cated his life for many years to fight-

Litvinov ’86 Detained for Protesting Arctic Oil Rig

ing for those ideals,” Pavel Litvinov 
said. “If Wesleyan can get together 
and do some demonstration or let-
ter or something to the American 
government—I think the govern-
ment has to increase pressure and 
Wesleyan can help it. I would appre-
ciate it if they do.”

Washburn similarly expressed 
her opinion that students should be-
come educated about and involved 
in protesting the Arctic 30’s detain-
ment.

“I ask every Wesleyan student, 
whether you agree with Greenpeace’s 
goals and tactics or not, or just aren’t 
sure, to take the time to think and 
talk about the role of non-violent 
confrontation, dissent and the law 
and social justice,” Washburn wrote. 
“Ask your professors to take some 
time in class to help explore the com-
plexities. If you feel that the Arctic 
30 are being unjustly persecuted, 
please take action. And then there 
is the simple concern of friends and 
family worried about the safety of 
one incredible person.”

Dima Litvinov ’86, pictured above, is currently detained in Russia facing charg-
es of piracy for Greenpeace activism.

“I don’t think 
we’ll see them 

home any 
time soon.”                  
 —MacDuff

C/O  GREENPEACE.ORG
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PROFESSOR’S BOOKSHELF
Salvatore Scibona Discusses 
Various Influences, Idols

By Emma Davis
Staff Writer

Salvatore Scibona is the Frank B. 
Weels Visiting Assistant Professor in the 
English department and the author of 
the National Book Award finalist “The 
End,” published in 2009. He was named 
as one of The New Yorker’s “20 Under 40: 
Fiction Writers to Watch” in 2010 and 
is currently at work on his second novel. 
Before coming to Wesleyan, he was an ad-
ministrator at the Fine Arts Work Center 
in Provincetown, Mass. On Sept. 24, he 
held a reading with Visiting Writer in 
English Tonya Foster at Russell House, 
where he shared an excerpt of a short story 
inspired by the writing of Halldór Laxness 
and his own love of Laxness’ home coun-
try, Iceland.

The Argus: So, Professor Scibona, what’s 
currently on your bookshelf?
Salvatore Scibona: A lot of things. A book 
of poems by Rebecca Gayle Howell, called 
“Render [/An Apocalypse].” Absolutely 
wonderful book. She’s from Kentucky, 
and in some ways the book is a meditation 
on the agricultural life that her grandpar-
ents and great-grandparents would have 
been living, but it’s also sort of mixed with 
really intense spiritual meditation. I think 
part of what makes the poems work is that 
they’re very simple barnyard conceits—
like, “How to Kill a Hen,” “How to Kill 
a Rooster,” “How to Slaughter a Hog”—
but they’re infused with this crazy, spiri-
tual crisis energy. They’re really wonderful.

Also on my shelf, the new novel by 
Norman Rush. Norman Rush is one of 
my favorite living writers. He won the 
National Book Award for a novel he pub-
lished [in 1991], and it’s called “Mating.” 
It’s set in Botswana during the ’80s, and 
it’s one of the most fully formed, satisfying 
romantic relationships you will ever en-
counter in literature, anywhere. Just two 
people who fall totally in love with each 
other in an erotic way, in a carnal way, and 
their minds do the same thing.

This new novel [by Rush], which I 
bought at the bookstore but haven’t start-
ed yet, is called “Subtle Bodies.” It’s the 

first book of his not set in Africa. I mean, 
the guy’s, like, 80, and this is his fourth 
book. He goes slow. He goes very slow.

What else? I should have brought 
my reading notebook for the stuff that I 
read over the summer.

A: Do you keep track of all the books you 
read?
SS: Yeah. I have a little notebook that I 
flip upside down; on the one side is books 
that people mentioned to me that I should 
get, and on the other side is author’s name, 
title, and the date that I finished it. So it’s 
like a little reward; once I finish the book, 
it means I get to write the title down. And 
if I read it again, I get to write the title 
down again.

A: Are you reading any books that stem 
from your Icelandic obsession?
SS: Yeah. I just read a book that no one 
here will ever have read, but that I to-
tally really loved, called “Wasteland with 
Words,” which is a sociological history 
of Iceland; I read that over the summer. 
I am about to reread [Halldór Laxness’] 
“Independent People,” happily. I’m also 
in the middle right now of Laxness’ novel 
“World Light,” which I started about three 
or four years ago, and put down—I was in 
France—because I knew that it was won-
derful, absolutely wonderful, and I was 
just in sort of a cranky mood, and there 
are only so many Laxness novels translated 
into English, and I have only one or two 
left, and I don’t want to squander them 
with “bad mind.” I also recently read 
a book of his called “The Great Weaver 
from Kashmir,” which is so-so, not up to 
“Independent People” standards. And the 
students in one of my classes are going to 
read another really great novel of his called 
“Paradise Reclaimed.”

A: Do you have a short list of favorite liv-
ing authors?
SS: I feel like my first literary influence—
my first experience, really, of reading liter-
ature—was reading Annie Dillard in high 
school, who was teaching [at Wesleyan] 
at the time. Her book, “An American 
Childhood”—I just remember walking 

home from school reading that book, 
and stopping after the first paragraph 
and reading it about six or seven times. I 
stopped in the street and just read it again 
and again and again. It was the closest to a 
“road to Damascus” moment that I’ve ever 
had. I stopped in the road and couldn’t 
do anything else; I was totally transfixed. 
Over the next couple of years I read most 
everything she’d written.

Her last book, which she claims is 
going to be the last book she ever pub-
lishes, is “The Maytrees,” which is a novel 
that is set in Provincetown, [Mass.], where 
I’ve been living, coincidentally. And it is 
absolutely tremendous. It is totally awe-
some. A heartbreaking novel. [Dillard] 
says it’s about a story that she heard about 
a couple in Jordan. The man left one wife 
to marry another wife, and then later on 
the man and his second wife became ill, 
and the only person to nurse them in their 
last days was the first wife. So that’s part of 
the conceit of this novel.

James Salter just published a novel 
called “All [That] Is.” He is one of the 
great masters of American fiction of any 
time. He’s absolutely tremendous. He had 
not published a novel in I think more than 
25 years….So this novel came out over the 
summer, and I read it within in a week, in 
bottomless ecstasy. He published in 1975 
a novel called “Light Years.” Almost all 
the fiction writers that I know know that 
book. The prose is really baroque; it has 
the most extraordinary surface polish and 
surface pleasure of anything you could 
imagine, by which I mean the physical 
details in themselves, the things that he 
surrounds the people with, are so capti-
vating….And then there’s a lot of sex and 
thinking.

[Salter] said in interviews that part of 
the writer’s job is to create a feeling of envy 
in the reader for the lives of the people 
that he’s writing about. And to some de-
gree, you do feel that way about the char-
acters in “Light Years.” In other respects, 
of course, you probably despise them, but 
they’re living in a kind of elegance that is 
totally absorbing. Not just physical com-
fort, money; more like a kind of presence 
with the physical world….There’s a sense 

of deep pleasure in the physical world that 
he’s always after in some way.

Anyways, “All That Is” is phenom-
enal. “Light Years” is also phenomenal. 
But if people are interested in his work, 
they might start with a collection of short 
stories called “Dusk [And Other Stories],” 
or they might start with a single short 
story that was published in The New 
Yorker a couple of years ago, and that you 
can listen to for free on the iTunes store 
to I think Thomas McGuane reading out 
loud.

A: What are The New Yorker Fiction pod-
casts?
SS: [They’re] very cool. I did it one time. 
They get someone who’s recently pub-
lished fiction in The New Yorker to read 
something from the back issues, and 
they do it once a month, and they have 
a conversation with the Fiction Editor for 
The New Yorker. Anyways, the [Salter] 
story is called “Last Night,” and it’s just 
a killer. I read it with my Special Topics 
[ENGL317] students several weeks ago.

A: Any other authors on your short list?
SS: I read all of Toni Morrison when I was 
about nineteen or twenty. She’s from the 
town next to the town I’m from in Ohio, 
and she was a big influence on me.

Saul Bellow I started reading about 
ten years ago, and we’re going to read his 
book “Seize the Day” in one of my other 
classes. I haven’t reread it in a long time; 
I’m looking forward to it. But his book 
“Humboldt’s Gift” is really phenomenal, 
and his book “Herzog”—do you know 
the conceit of “Herzog?” It’s an absolutely 
terrific book. A guy’s wife betrays him, and 
he goes into a kind of mania that inspires 
him to start writing letters to everyone 
under the sun, including his relatives who 
are no longer alive, famous dead philoso-
phers, Spinoza, President Eisenhower….
The whole book is this inspired piece of 
madness. Terrific. But [Bellow] is not alive 
anymore.

A: Who were your major literary influ-

ences during your college years?
SS: Plato. Plato as a literary writer is ab-
solutely wonderful. Homer. I wrote my 
senior paper in college about Homer. The 
“Iliad” especially. Pascal. All these people 
have only one name! William Faulkner.

The biggest influence for me in col-
lege was Virginia Woolf. I was really glad 
I got to her when I did….My mind had 
gotten into better shape for reading by the 
time I got to her, so I was more patient 
with the shape of narrative that she was 
asking you to assimilate. I mean, it’s so 
not straightforward, and yet if you’re open 
to it….The book of hers that’s meant the 
most to me—probably the book that’s 
meant most to me in my life—is “The 
Waves.” I just memorized whole pages of 
that book, could not stop. I would read 
one chapter and stop, [then] read it again 
before I would move on to the next chap-
ter because I wanted to go slower.

A: Since you recently did a reading with 
Tonya Foster, can you think of any free-
verse poets whom you admire?
SS: Well, I don’t think you would im-
mediately go to [these people] when you 
think of free verse, but [of the] living po-
ets, I think two that I really admire a lot 
are Mark Strand and Maurice Manning. 
They’re totally different writers, but they’re 
both exquisite. Strand is probably 80 by 
now. His poem, “Keeping Things Whole,” 
I used to recite to myself alone in the dark, 
over and over again, in grad school. And 
Maurice Manning is another Appalachian 
writer, like Rebecca Howell.

A: Anything else you’d like to add?
SS: I didn’t mention Don DeLillo this 
whole time, who is totally, like, the great 
towering genius. He and James Salter and 
Norman Rush….Also Joy Williams, I 
didn’t mention. I’m sorry, I’m bringing up 
too many writers!

I feel like every writer that’s really, re-
ally meant a lot to me, I reacted against the 
first time I read them. Maybe because they 
were strange or something. I had no way 
in, and once I did get in, it opened up.

C/O AESTHETICAMAGAZINE.COM

By Cecilia Cereijido-Bloche 
Contributing Writer

When the Office of Residential 
Life (ResLife) sent a message out to stu-
dents last fall encouraging them to sub-
mit proposals for the creation of a new 
program house, Gabe Gordon ’15 and 
Genna DeGroot ’15 stepped up. What 
did they want in the place of Interfaith 
House? They longed for a re-imagining 
of the infamous Art House.

When they sent the application in 
for the proposed program house, they 
labeled it “Studio House.” They feared 
that calling it Art House would increase 
its chances of rejection because the for-
mer Art House, once located at 69 High 
Street, was dismantled in 2003.

In 2000, The New York Times 
published an article titled “Naked 
Dorm? That Wasn’t in the Brochure,” 
which labeled labeled West College 
(WestCo) a “naked dorm.” In the arti-
cle, former Art House manager Michael 
Bodel ’03 spoke highly of naked parties, 
a social event for which the house was 
known. Some students speculate that 
the house’s affinity for nudity was one of 

the primary reasons behind its demise.
“I don’t know the official reason 

why, but I know ResLife decided Art 
House was done,” Gordon, the Art 
House manager, said. “They lived in this 
beautiful house, throwing too many par-
ties and causing too much trouble.”

After the application for Studio 
House was accepted, ResLife agreed that 
it would be a better idea to call it Art 
House.

Art House’s current mission state-
ment on the University’s website is al-
most identical to the old iteration’s. Both 
describe the nurturing of a space where 
all art can be created, displayed, and dis-
cussed. Both emphasize the importance 
of being open-minded and inclusive of 
art created by anyone on campus.

“What I want Art House to be 
more than anything is a place where 
people won’t be judged for having ideas,” 
Gordon wrote in an email to the Argus. 
“I know I often struggle with finding the 
confidence to take hold of the creative 
thoughts I come across, act on them, 
and put them to life….The Art House 
community, by being supportive of the 
work of each other, fosters the initiative 

to act on creative impulse.”
So far, the new iteration of Art 

House has been a widespread success in 
attracting students with varied interests. 
Gordon described the current residents 
as a diverse collective of students.

“We are NOT a house full of Art 
majors,” he wrote. “We are filmmakers, 
musicians, dancers, writers, actors, ma-
rine biologists, etc.”

Art House has already had numer-
ous social events that have established 
its place within the broader campus 
community. At its first concert, the 
Housewarming Show on Sept. 14, stu-
dent performances included an improv-
folk group, a funk-rap band, and a 
Beatles cover band.

Since then, Art House has hosted 
several other artists. On Oct. 5, they 
welcomed Lust-Cats of the Gutters, an 
indie band from Brooklyn, Mannequin 
Pussy, a Denver-based fuzz-punk 
band, and a student duo called The 
Murdertones.

Though concerts are clearly a 
large part of the house’s focus, its resi-
dents strive to present a wider variety 
of the arts, and even to combine them. 

Gordon hopes that people will come for 
the concerts and be drawn in to the Art 
House community by the visual art on 
display. The first floor is still decorated 
with art from the Housewarming Show 
in September, which drew from campus-
wide submissions. In addition to student 
art, residents of Art House hang cat im-
ages up on the walls whenever a resident 
has achieved anything, whether it be a 
social or academic accomplishment.

Art House’s mission to wrap stu-
dents into a creative haven extends be-
yond nightlife. Residents use the house 
as a rehearsal space, and Gordon hopes 
to hold a short play series there in the 
future.

This past weekend, Art House 
hosted a 24-hour comic book mara-
thon during which paper and drawing 
supplies were provided for anyone who 
wanted to create comics. Finally, con-
tributors created one big comic that its 
contributors hope to show to the rest of 
the student body. The house also hosted 
an event where students were invited to 
draw nude models.

Beyond mixing with other students 
and planning events with other houses, 

members of Art House have demon-
strated a desire to mix with the world be-
yond the University. Gordon has plans 
for the house to participate in outreach 
programs and host guest speakers.

“Community engagement through 
art is one of the biggest elements of 
our mission, so we are definitely going 
to be reaching out around campus and 
Middletown to get projects going in that 
direction,” Gordon wrote. “Our amaz-
ing faculty advisor is Kate TenEyck, the 
Art Department’s Studio Technician 
and professor. She is heavily involved in 
Wesleyan and Middletown’s art scenes 
and is an amazing resource.”

It’s clear that the revived Art House 
has its hopes to be a friendly and wel-
coming environment for people of all 
persuasions, removed from the older it-
eration’s rowdy reputation.

“While Art House likes to make 
noise (through our concerts and per-
formances, gatherings, laughter), we 
consider ourself a safe and comfort-
able space,” Gordon wrote. “The 
building is large and shared with 
Lighthouse, but it feels like a home to 
both groups.”

Art House Brings Creative Energy to Washington St.
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ANYA MORGANWesCeleb:
By Rebecca Seidel

Features Editor

Anya Morgan ’14, in addition 
to being a French and English dou-
ble major, is both a yogi and a zom-
bie aficionado, so don’t be surprised 
if her WesBAM! class doesn’t end at 
the corpse pose. The Argus caught 
up with Morgan outside Usdan to 
talk about her thesis, her interest in 
queer law, and her contingency plan 
for a zombie invasion.

The Argus: What are you involved 
with on campus?
Anya Morgan: I’m a yoga instructor, 
and I’m also a writing tutor: this se-
mester I’m TAing for Anne Greene’s 
nonfiction class instead of doing the 
normal writing tutor thing.

A: How long have you been teach-
ing yoga?
AM: I’ve been teaching since the 
summer after sophomore year, so 
this is my second year teaching 
yoga classes. I teach two classes: 
one is called Hangover Yoga—that’s 
on Sundays—and the other one is 
Power Vinyasa Flow. They’re both 
pretty upbeat. I hope that my classes 
give students a good workout, but 
I’m also there for the more emo-
tional, mental side of it. I want [stu-
dents] to relax and let things go from 
their day. Because yoga’s definitely 
not only about the physical practice; 
sometimes, in the beginning of the 
class, I say, “Think about something 
in your mind that you’d like to let go 
of for the course of the class.” That’s 
a big theme of it, actually.

A: And you get to practice yoga 
while you’re teaching, to some ex-
tent?
AM: Yeah, I demonstrate every pose. 
But it’s nice to also take some of the 
other teachers’ classes because it’s 
better to be told what to do, some-
times, than to have to instruct.

A: You were a New Student 
Orientation intern this past sum-
mer, right?
AM: Yeah. I loved that. I tried to re-
cruit them to come to my yoga class, 
but I don’t know if that worked. It 
was weird, looking at it from the 
other side…I was definitely jealous 
of the freshmen who were coming 
in. It was great, though.

A: And was that you behind the 
Orientation Interns Twitter account?
AM: Yes! Before it got shut down. 
It was so sad. There was something 
about University Relations having 
to check everything before it goes 
out, and we had a rogue Twitter. We 
tweeted a lot about making paper 

clip chains and stuff.
A: How’s senior year going so far?
AM: It’s going really great! It’s really hec-
tic. I just took the LSAT. It went fine. It 
was pretty much as I expected, but it was 
super long, and I’d been studying for it 
all summer, so I’m really glad that’s over. 
And now thesis stuff is coming on the 
horizon, so…

A: That was going to be my next ques-
tion. Your thesis sounds really awesome; 
do you want to tell me a bit more about 
it?
AM: Yeah! So it started off as a com-
parison between zombies in Haitian 
literature and zombies in American hor-
ror films, and it still is that, but now it’s 
weighted more towards the film side. 
Or at least that’s what I’m working on 
right now. So recently I’ve been watch-
ing a bunch of classic zombie movies and 
picking out tropes. The thing I’m doing 
right now is a shot-by-shot analysis of 
lines and shadows and light and stuff. 
I’m looking at iconic scenes from zombie 
movies and analyzing what the zombies 
are meant to represent and what impli-
cations the figure of the zombie has in 
those movies.

A: So there’s a heavy film element in it as 
well as literature.
AM: Yeah, which is interesting, because 
I’ve never studied film, but I feel like 
English kind of lends itself to that. You 
learn the analysis part, and you just have 
to apply it to film. I think the average 
length is 80 pages…so I’m trying to 
think of it as a bunch of small papers, or 
a few 20-page papers, so as not to get too 
freaked out by it.

A: Fast or slow zombies?
AM: I love the fast zombies, but there’s 
a limit. I haven’t seen World War Z, but 
I heard that they just, like, pour out of 
things and that they look so CGI that 
it’s crazy. So [I’m] not into those. But 
definitely fast. I like [“I Am Legend”]…
the one with Will Smith; it’s a remake of 
“Omega Man.” Anyway, those [zombies] 
are super, super fast, and they’re scary as 
shit.

I’m also watching “Night of the 
Living Dead,” and all the Romero mov-
ies that are really, really slow, and they 
have their own kind of terror. But I feel 
like the modern zombies are quicker, and 
that’s scarier.

A: Have you always been into zombie 
movies?
AM: Yeah, that’s kind of where this 
thesis came about; it was just me be-
ing obsessed with zombie movies. My 
dad and I like to talk about the tropes 
in different movies. Like, there’s always 
a scene where they raid a shopping mall 
and have a shopping spree, and that’s in 
almost every movie. And then there’s a 
scene where they have to kill a loved one 

who’s been infected. These scenes that re-
peat are really interesting. And then just 
the different iterations of zombie mov-
ies are really interesting: like, why is the 
zombie movie so reproducible? There are 
so many sequels. I don’t know how I’m 
going to work that into my thesis, but 
it’s something I’m thinking about.

A: In the event of a zombie outbreak at 
Wesleyan, do you have a contingency 
plan?
AM: Oh, gosh. I don’t know. I guess the 
Butts would be the best place to go be-
cause they’re riot-proof and they’re basi-
cally a prison, and you could find a place 
in the tunnels or something—oh my 
gosh, definitely the tunnels! Yeah, now 
that I’m thinking about it. Like, Walking 
Dead-style, where they clear out the 
prison. We could hole up in the Butts, 
get some weapons, manufacture some. 

A: There are probably some weapons 
hidden in the tunnels somewhere.
AM: Yeah. And I’ve got a can of hair-
spray and a lighter, so I’ve got a flame-
thrower there. But, to be honest, I 
haven’t thought about it that much.

A: You never know.
AM: This is true.

A: What have been some of your favorite 
classes here?
AM: I really love [Professor] Stephanie 
Weiner. I took English 201 with her, and 
I also took Literatures of London, which 
was an FYI, with her. She’s really great. I 
really like teachers who can respond to 
even a comment they don’t necessarily 
agree with, in a positive sense, and can 
foster discussion in that way. I’ve defi-
nitely had some teachers who don’t do 
that, so the contrast is really remarkable.
And then this semester I’m taking a 
class with [Professor] Jill Morawski and 
[Assistant Professor] Lisa Cohen that’s 
cross listed English and Psych, called 
Literatures of Lying. It’s really amazing. 
I’d never taken any sort of psych class 
before, so it’s super interesting and also 
challenging to read about that sort of 
stuff. The professors switch off classes, 
so one class will be more psych-focused, 
and the next will be on literature. We’re 
reading “The Turn of the Screw” right 
now.
 
A: And beyond Wesleyan, law school’s 
the plan right now?
AM: That’s the goal, yeah. We’ll see. I 
get my LSAT scores back in, like, two 
weeks, so hopefully they’re good enough 
that I’m going somewhere. But yeah, I’ve 
also been considering applying to stay 
on as a Ford Fellow, being in charge of 
the writing tutors.

A: Any specific area of law that you’re 
interested in?
AM: I want to do queer law, gender and 

sexuality law. I’ve heard that when you’re 
getting your JD, there’s not much room 
for specialization, but I might want to 
teach law, so I might want to get some 
other sort of degree after that if I want 
to stay in school forever. [Laughs.] So 
there’s a thing called an LL.M that you 
can get after your JD, where you can spe-
cialize more. UCLA just came out with 
a new one; I think it’s called Sexuality 
and the Law, or something. So I think 
that’s one or two more years to tack onto 
the end, and that’s what I’m interested in 
right now. But it could change.

A: Is that an area of study you got inter-
ested in while here?
AM: Yeah, definitely. And looking back, 
I kind of wish I had been an FGSS ma-
jor, because it’s really interesting to me. 
My sister [a sophomore at Wesleyan] 
said she might be an FGSS major and 
that made me really happy because I just 
find that totally fascinating. And since 
coming to Wes, I’ve also come out as 
queer, so that’s been transformative for 
me and what I’m interested in.

A: So, looking backward for a second, 
where are you from?
AM: I’m from LA, and I love the West 
Coast, but I love the East Coast, too. 
Except I’m not a huge fan of New York 
City, just because it scares me. I went 
to New York a couple of times, and I 
just couldn’t handle it because it was 
too concentrated. It was the same thing 
when I went abroad to Paris. It took a lot 

of getting used to, with public trans-
portation and stuff. But yeah, I want 
to move back to the West Coast, 
hopefully, for law school, because 
I miss the weather and my family’s 
over there.

A: You mentioned studying in Paris. 
How was that?
AM: It was amazing. I wish I could 
go back. I feel bad because when I 
came back from it, I complained 
about it so much to my sister that 
I’m afraid I discouraged her. But 
it was just because, you know, the 
grass is always greener: when you’re 
there, you’re homesick. But now, 
looking back, I really miss it, and 
it was a great time. Also, if you’re 
a French major and you go abroad, 
you basically complete the major 
because you get four of the courses 
done.

A: What will you miss most about 
Wesleyan?
AM: Definitely my friends. I’ve 
thought about it, and I know 
it’s them because I’ve considered 
spending another year here and do-
ing a fellowship or something, and 
I might still do that, depending 
on how law school pans out, but 
I know it would be far less enjoy-
able. It’s not just the physical space 
I’m going to miss; it’s definitely the 
people, and it would be so different 
if everyone I knew wasn’t here.

C/O OLIVIA DRAKE
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Interns: Community Discusses Internship Credit Fees
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of a credit would not significantly help 
her fulfill graduation requirements, she 
had no choice but to pay the tuition and 
receive credit in order to be employed as 
an intern.

Her frustration was heightened by 
the fact that, in addition to paying the 
University, she was not compensated by 
the organization for her summer work.

“I was sort of left with no choice but 
to pay for my internship, which seemed 
unreasonable because I already wasn’t get-
ting paid in the first place, and now I was 
not only not getting paid, but also having 
to pay to have this internship,” she said.

Schnitman is not alone in her dis-
content. In April 2010, the United States 
Department of Labor issued a Fact Sheet 
clarifying the requirements for unpaid 
internships based on the Fair Labor 
Standards Act of 1938. The document 
lists the circumstances under which in-
terns may work without compensation 
and notes the differences between educa-
tional and productive work. As a result, 
many employers now require unpaid in-
terns to receive academic credit for their 
work.

Following the release of the Fact 
Sheet, the controversy surrounding un-
paid internships certainly didn’t wind 
down. The issue received significant me-
dia attention this past summer as a flurry 
of unpaid interns filed lawsuits against 
their employers. Before that, though, dis-
content among unpaid interns had been 
brewing for a while.

In 2008, the National Association 
of Colleges and Employers found that 
half of graduating students, significantly 
more than the 17 percent found in a 
1992 study, had held internships (both 
paid and unpaid). One year later, M. 
Patricia Smith, then New York’s labor 
commissioner, ordered investigations into 
the internship programs at several firms. 
In 2010, just before the publication of 
the Department of Labor Fact Sheet, The 
New York Times reported that federal 
and state labor officials intended to eradi-
cate illegal internships.

Unpaid interns for the movie “Black 
Swan” Alex Footman ’09 and Eric Glatt 
’91 received major news coverage in 2011 
when they filed a lawsuit claiming that 
the production company, Fox Searchlight 
Pictures, assigned unpaid interns menial 
tasks, such as taking out trash and making 
coffee, which legally required payment. 
According to the lawsuit, the company 
violated minimum wage and overtime 
laws by failing to provide its interns with 
an educational experience, a requirement 
for exempting interns from monetary 
compensation.

Ruling in favor of Footman and 
Glatt, U.S. District Judge H. William 
Pauley III noted that the two performed 
the work of paid employees, and as such 
they should receive minimum wage for 
their internships.

Pauley’s decision clarified how 
employers must meet the Fair Labor 
Standards Act requirements: internship 
work must benefit the worker, not the 
employer; it should be part of a formal 
training program; and it cannot replace 
a paid employee’s job. Although the Act 
existed long before Footman’s case, the 
ruling called into question the validity of 
long-accepted employment practices and 
the federal enforcement of those stan-
dards.

“[The Fair Labor Standards Act] 
hadn’t really ever been enforced in an in-
ternship case before, which really kind of 
shocked me because—it was naïve—but 
I just assumed that since this was such 
accepted practice, it was legal and above-
board,” Footman said.

By filing the lawsuit, Footman in-
tended to establish standards of fair treat-
ment for unpaid student interns. But now 
he worries that the regulations established 
in the wake of his case have, ironically, 
made unpaid internships even less fair to 
students, at least at schools like Wesleyan. 
Now, unpaid interns are exploited not 
only by their employers, who do not 

compensate them for their work, but also 
by schools that charge them for credit.

“I hope that employers change their 
behavior and start providing internships 
that follow the Fair Labor Standards Act 
guidelines,” Footman said. “I hope that 
universities would support their students 
and guide them towards less exploitative 
internships or at least not charge them for 
credit. I’m still kind of shocked.”

Associate Professor of Sociology 
Jonathan Cutler indicated that the 
University’s current system for providing 
credit to unpaid interns was initially in-
tended as a temporary solution. A pass/
fail course, CSPL493, is listed under 
the Center for the Study of Public Life. 
According to Cutler, the model for the 
course, in which interns enroll to receive a 
quarter-credit, was created four years ago 
when one of his students was offered an 
internship at “The Daily Show.” Toward 
the end of the academic year, the general 
counsel at Viacom, the company that 
owns the show, notified interns that they 
would need to receive academic credit for 
their work in order to participate in the 
internship.

Cutler said that he spoke with rep-
resentatives of the University about this 
issue. During that discussion, he sug-
gested that they categorize unpaid in-
ternships as summer courses, which are 
worth a credit and normally cost $2,800 
each. Ultimately, a quarter of a credit was 
settled on so that the fee would not be 
excessively high. Still, Cutler viewed the 
arrangement as a temporary solution to 
a time-sensitive issue. He assumed the 
University would reevaluate it and design 
a less costly plan.

“In negotiations at that time or 
discussions with the University, I think 
I encouraged that they move to a quar-
ter credit as at least a short-term stopgap 
measure,” he said. “I was expecting at that 
time a larger discussion would proceed. 
This was sort of an emergency.”

CSPL493 was only officially in-
stituted last year, indicating that the 
University converted its quick fix into a 
long-term plan without changing any 
of its standard mechanisms. According 
to Associate Director for Jobs and 
Internships Jim Kubat, the quarter-credit 
model was chosen for its relative afford-
ability. This takes into consideration the 
fact that few students who apply to re-
ceive credit need it in order to graduate.

Additionally, because Wesleyan has 
no authority over the internship experi-
ences themselves, they may, in fact, only 
be worth partial credit.

“The University feels that an intern-
ship experience may not deserve a full 
credit, because the quality of the educa-
tional experience is primarily out of the 
University’s control,” Kubat wrote in an 
email to The Argus.

The CSPL system is also helpful to 
international students on F-1 student vi-
sas. Usually, having an indication on their 
transcripts that they have received credit 
for their work allows these students to 
complete their internships, paid or un-
paid, legally.

Many schools, including 
Swarthmore College and all members of 
the Ivy League, maintain policies that 
prohibit students from receiving credit 
for summer internships. Most are will-
ing to send letters to employers explain-
ing the no-credit policy, thereby allowing 
students to partake in unpaid internships 
despite Fair Labor Standards Act regula-
tions.

Other schools have adopted systems 
similar to Wesleyan’s and now charge stu-
dents tuition for academic credit. While 
Wesleyan’s $700 fee is steep, it’s a bar-
gain compared to the whopping $1,393 
charged at Muhlenberg College. Oberlin 
College, by contrast, charges unpaid sum-
mer interns just $50 for one credit, which 
counts for the equivalent of a quarter 
credit at Wesleyan.

Some students have managed to 
avoid the high fee. Schnitman spoke 
of friends who applied to receive credit 
at local community colleges instead of 
Wesleyan, where fees tend to be lower 

and are sometimes not implemented at 
all. Others opt to receive an audit nota-
tion instead of a credit on their transcript, 
which is free, though this only fills credit 
requirements for some organizations.

The Department of Labor Fact 
Sheet and the Wesleyan Career Center 
website make clear that students who in-
tern at nonprofit organizations are exempt 
from the requirement to receive credit for 
their work. Most nonprofits would not 
be able to afford to pay their interns, let 
alone maintain financial security if held 
at legal fault. Curiously, Schnitman was 
nonetheless required to receive credit in 
order to accept her internship at a non-
profit.

“So far in my research of the law, it 
only applies to for-profit companies, and 
nonprofit foundations are exempt from 
having to protect themselves against the 
lawsuits for obvious reasons,” she said. 
“They aren’t making the sort of money 
that for-profit companies are making that 
would make it so unjust for one of those 
for-profit companies to still not pay in-
terns.”

Senior George Gore’s unpaid in-
ternship experiences have been much 
less bureaucratic. After his freshman year, 
he interned at a nonprofit service cen-
ter for underprivileged members of an 
Illinois community, and last summer he 
interned at an art gallery and 
a city program in New York. 
His employers sometimes men-
tioned the option to receive 
credit but never presented it 
as a requirement. Gore didn’t 
need any extra credit to fulfill 
his graduation requirements, so 
he never seriously looked into 
CSPL493. In fact, Gore was so 
uninformed about the option 
to receive credit that he was un-
aware of the cost.

“I didn’t know you were 
supposed to pay,” he said. “I 
was just completely oblivious 
to the entire issue. I didn’t pur-
sue it, and I didn’t realize it was 
something I needed to pursue.”

Some employers are le-
nient in other ways. The Career 
Center notes that although 
many institutions require sub-
stantial confirmation that their 
interns are receiving academic 
credit, some are simply satisfied 
with knowing that the students 
are eligible to receive credit, 
even if they don’t ultimately 
pursue that option.

“If this satisfies the em-
ployer’s requirements, the 
Career Center will send a let-
ter to the employer explaining 
Wesleyan’s credit policy,” reads 
the Career Center’s website 
page that outlines its policy for 
internship credit.

But for those with bosses 
who are less lenient, the system 
can feel like a trap. Opting out 
of unpaid internships altogeth-

er is an option, but it’s easier said than 
done. Rejecting internship opportunities 
on the basis of ethics or frugality is ap-
pealing, but it may not be worth the long-
term ramifications. After all, early experi-
ences in a career setting are now highly 
valued in the increasingly competitive job 
market.

“Having some kind of practical ex-
perience relating to one’s field of inter-
est—which may or may not be defined 
as an ‘internship’—is very important 
for landing a position after graduation,” 
wrote Director of the Wesleyan Career 
Center  Sharon Belden Castonguay in an 
email to The Argus.

The conflict of interest regarding 
unpaid internships presents a dilemma 
to which there is no obvious solution. It 
doesn’t seem likely that the University will 
eliminate the charge for credit anytime 
soon, nor do the chances of major compa-
nies paying their interns look promising. 
According to President Michael Roth, a 
step in the right direction may be to put 
more paid internship opportunities on 
the job market.

“If you’re just Xeroxing for some-
body, they should pay you,” Roth said. 
“I think there are far too many unpaid 
internships, and that if you’re working for 
somebody they should pay you. But I am 
in a distinct minority these days.”

Roth’s view may be uncommon as 
students continue to fall into a pattern 
of accepting any internship they can 
acquire. Because the unpaid internship 
model has fallen into favor among major 
companies, the notion of being compen-
sated for work as a college student can 
seem almost avaricious.

Roth also expressed a vision of 
participation in unpaid internships as 
rewarding and educational. He acknowl-
edged that most students don’t apply to 
receive credit for pragmatic reasons but 
sees the connection that CSPL 493 makes 
between the University and students’ ex-
periences as significant and beneficial.

“I think all too many times in the 
past, students who were interning weren’t 
learning anything,” Roth said. “When 
they do learn something, it can be a re-
ally valuable extension of their University 
experience. I don’t anticipate people get-
ting lots of credits towards graduation for 
their internships, but if Wesleyan offering 
course credit makes the internship more 
valuable as a learning experience, I think 
that’s a good thing. I think it’s an even 
better thing if they get paid for it.”

The University has undoubtedly 
played something of a positive role in 
students’ internship experiences. Both 
of the unpaid internships that Gore had 
last summer, for example, were Cardinal 
Internships, part of a program in which 
Wesleyan parents and alumni provide 
students with internships. The Career 
Outlook program gives students the op-
portunity to shadow University parents 
and alumni at work during Winter Break. 
WesSID, an online database, lists intern-
ship recommendations and information 
from University students.

Still, Cutler, who suggested that 
the Career Center offer student interns 
a stipend for their work, finds that the 
University is propagating a mixed mes-
sage. The aforementioned programs cer-
tainly spark interest in new internship 
opportunities, but the CSPL493 course, 
and the tuition in particular, likely hin-
ders students from seizing them.

“They just built a whole new Career 
Resource Center that’s pushing intern-
ships,” Cutler said. “I can’t imagine why 
they wouldn’t want to facilitate it and 
therefore waive the fee. The University is 
trying to encourage internships, so they’re 
at odds with their own mission, it seems 
to me.”

In order to receive credit for internships that require it, students 
must petition the University and pay a $700 fee.
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Top Row and Middle Left: Rewrote and Archie Pelago performed 
at Eclectic this weekend.

Right: Anis Mojgani returned to Wesleyan to share his heartfelt 
performance poetry.

Bottom Left: New Teen Force performed improv at Art House on 
Thursday.
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Top Row: Grand Cousin (left) and The New School (right) per-
formed at Earth House on Friday night.

Middle: Shakti hosted Henna and Chaat as part of the Navaratri 
festival this weekend. 

Bottom Left: Johnathan Day received the ball during Saturday’s 
game against Bates.

Bottom Right: Nóirín Plunkett gave the keynote address at the 
Women in STEM lecture on Friday.
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arts
Rhys “Langston” Podell ’16 Reveals His Music Alter-Egos

By Charlie Martin
Staff Writer

In June, University student and 
rapper Rhys Podell ’16, who performs 
under the name Rhys Langston, released 
his first music video “Calculus Johnson” 
in collaboration with Los Angeles-based 
filmmaker Ryan Calavano. The video 
for the track has since gained an impres-
sive five thousand views. Following his 
summer success, Podell released his new 
music video, “Resident Harebrain,” a 
technically impressive piece shot around 
Podell’s home city of L.A., last Thursday.

“I made a connection at the begin-
ning of the summer with a guy named 
Ryan Calavano,” Podell said. “He has 
a collective called Less Is More. I was 
looking for someone to do a video for 
‘Calculus Johnson,’ a track from the EP I 
did earlier this year, Authors Note, Death 
By Diversity. So I put it on Craigslist, let 
the track speak for itself, and he came to 
me. Ever since then I’ve been working 
with him. So I approached him about 
working with this new one, and he was 
totally for it.”

There are some stark stylistic differ-
ences between the two tracks. “Resident 
Harebrain” has a much more complex 
beat behind it, drawing in a steady range 
of samples, while Podell’s rapping comes 
off as more animated and energetic.

“With ‘Calculus Johnson,’ I was 
definitely experimenting a lot with my 
style,” Podell said. “I guess I still am, but 
at that point I was really finding what 
I wanted to sound like. I wouldn’t say 
[‘Resident Harebrain’] is a track to cater 
to where the trend in hip-hop is going, 
but it’s definitely riding the coattails of 

this old-school hip-hop revivalism move-
ment going on right now. I feel like my 
genre is definitely experimental. I see it as 
more of my way in: I can get in with that 
genre and experiment out of it, but always 
keep it as a kind of essence.”

“Resident Harebrain” is not only the 
name of the song, but also the alter ego 
Rhys embodies throughout the song. In 
total, he has four different personas, draw-
ing from each one at different occasions in 
his musical process.

“There’s Rhys Langster; The 
Practitioner of Floetry, Calculus Johnson; 
The Minister of Abstraction, Resident 
Hairbrained; The Scribe of Mad 
Prophecy; and Muckraker Jones, the 
Operator of Rakes,” Podell said. “Every 
song I make has elements of all of those 
four persons. If I name a song after them, 
it’s because it highlights their qualities.”

The core persona of Resident 
Harebrained is essentially that of a mis-
understood roadside prophet, the kind 
whom everyone assumes to be crazy from 
his appearance. Hence, he walks an odd 
line between method and madness.

The video was shot in Los Angeles, 
split between two locations, each bring-
ing a different feel to the video. The video 
features Podell dressed in a suit walking 
around downtown L.A., intercut with 
shots of Venice Beach, where Podell de-
cided to embody his demented creation.

“Venice Beach is an eclectic place,” 
Podell said. “It very much epitomizes the 
consumerism, the schizophrenia, and the 
rather unnoticed homelessness of America 
and its people. That part was really fun to 
do because I always love to perform. I was 
dressed in just the craziest outfit. I had 
one shoe that was like a slipper; an Air 
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Rhys Podell ’16, who raps under the name Rhys Langston, last 
Thursday released an energetic video for his track “Resident 
Harebrain.”

Jordan; high water slacks; a bright purple 
sweater, which had a corduroy jacket over 
it; and thumbless gloves. I then had my 
hair parted in a pseudo-Reggie Watts 
style. It was great because it was a place I 
could be in character.’”

The video also speaks heavily to 
the talent of its director. Calavano has 
primarily worked with music videos, 
completing a large number of proj-
ects with the rap label and group Dirty 
Science. Both “Resident Harebrain” and 
“Calculus Johnson” highlight a frenetic 
combination of shooting, editing, and 
even some animation.

“He’s definitely a professional in 
terms that he’s making a lot of money 
off this,” Podell said. “He really made the 
whole thing work out. I remember at the 
end of it saying to him, ‘Man, you’ve got 
the magic touch.’”

When stepping back and taking a 
look at what he’s accomplished, Podell 
had some reasonably modest goals for the 
project, hoping for at least a couple thou-
sand views and possibly even a mention 
on a few music blogs. In terms of his fu-
ture work, Podell made care to emphasize 
the importance of prudence.

“With the new project, I’m just 
taking my sweet time with it,” he said. 
“I’m going to release it, not only when 
it’s ready, but I’m going to make sure that 
things are very punctuated, and it’s some-
thing to value. ‘Resident Harebrain’ is a 
nugget right now, and it’s very much my 
statement within an industry that’s very 
ADD. I feel, if nothing else, I’m going 
to be genuine to how I feel about music, 
with my own music, by only doing a little 
bit at a time, and doing the best I can at 
that time.”

“Shaking the Dust:” Anis Mojgani Returns to Wesleyan 
With Poems And Love, Discusses Self-Exploration

LAUREN CHANG/STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Spectators packed the Memorial Chapel on Friday to hear Anis 
Mojgani’s beautiful words. 

By Sonya Levine 
Contributing Writer

“Hey. How are you?” Anis 
Mojgani, the two-time National 
Poetry Slam champion, asked the 
packed audience at the Memorial 
Chapel this past Friday, greeting 
his audience as old friends. Ranging 
from evocative and probing to fun-
ny and sentimental, Mojgani’s po-
ems kept the audience enraptured 
and emotive. During moments of 
seriousness, the room fell entirely 
still and silent, and after comedic 
lines, the participants roared with 
laughter. After the event, hosted by 
WeSLAM, Mojgani sat down with 
The Argus to reflect on his begin-
nings in poetry and why he chooses 
to write.

The Argus: What brings you back to 
Wesleyan?
Anis Mojgani: When we performed 
three years ago, I just had a really, re-
ally good time. It’s a beautiful space. 
I love this part of the country; I love 
New England, so I was just excited to 
get to be in New England at a lovely 
time of year. I didn’t remember this 
until I was onstage: I remember last 
time we were here, the present-ness 
of the audience, the intelligence of 
the audience because different audi-
ences have different strengths. It is 
nice when you do a show at a school 
where you can just sort of feel a pres-
ence of people being there for you, 
you know, certain lines that maybe 
in other arenas don’t sink in. And 
vice versa, but that’s something that 
I remember. Just folks being present; 
that’s always nice.

 
A: What made you start writing po-

etry?
AM: The initial reason was I took 
a creative writing class my last year 
of high school, and I really enjoyed 
making poems. That was really it. 
Then, in the year or two that fol-
lowed I just found myself more and 
more attracted to doing it and want-
ed to keep on working at it. And that 
was it.

A: Who are your influences?
AM: There’s been a range over the 
years. When I was younger, I was 
very much inspired and influenced 
by a number of the writers of the 
Beat generation, such as Jack Kerouac 
and Gregory Corso, [and] Allen 
Ginsberg. And then I found a lot of 
inspiration from works of [Richard] 
Brautigan and Charles Bukowski. 
And in subsequent years, folks like...
Frank Stanford, Jack Gilbert, Anne 
Sexton, Sharon Olds. Recently, Lucy 
O’Clifton really turned my head 
around.

A: Do you have a poem that you are 
most proud of?
AM: I don’t know one that I’m most, 
most proud of, but there are some of 
my poems that I like maybe a little 
bit more than other ones. Maybe 
a poem named “Four Stars,” I re-
ally like [that one]. The poem that 
I did earlier tonight, “My Library of 
Seventeen Books,” I like that poem, 
as well as that short one about the 
lemon tree.

A: Did you always write perfor-
mance-based poetry?
AM: I approach it from having a 
foundation of writing. I know there 
are others folks that approach it dif-
ferently that perform, but for me, it’s 

always been writing first, and some 
of the poems I just want to share out 
loud, more so than, say, other ones. 
There’s definitely some poems that 
are built more for that. And when I 
was younger and first finding spoken 
word, a number of those poems, I 
think, were definitely built more...
for that, with that in mind, even if 
they weren’t written specifically for 
the stage. These days it’s just [that] 
I write a poem, and sometimes it’s 
something that I think will work on 
stage, and I’m excited to share on-
stage.

A: Why do you think it’s important 
to share your work with college stu-
dents?
AM: I think that for me one of the 
important aspects of making art is 
[that] art is something that inherent-
ly should be shared with other hu-
mans. That’s what gives it its power. 
Because it’s through art, I feel, that 
we make sense of what it means to 
be a person, and we are able to hope-
fully share that revealing, those an-
swers, with other people.... It’s not 
necessarily so much that I write a 
poem and in that poem I figured out 
an answer to a question that all of 
us have, but that in simply sharing 
whatever it is I have experienced, 
I have opened up to other people. 
Writing is individuals trying to 
make sense of things inside of them. 
It has made me a stronger writer 
when people connect with it, and I 
can reflect on what works better.

A: What was it like at the National 
Poetry Slam?
AM: You compete with ten folks 
over the course of a few days. At 
that time, let’s say 300 folks...were 

competing, [and] the top ten people 
would end up in the finals. And you 
have a night with that. I’ve always 
found inspiration at the National 
Poetry Slam, but though it is a com-
petition, it’s also an opportunity to 
see friends of one’s that one doesn’t 
always get to see. It feels a lot more 
like a family reunion, but it’s a 
family reunion where your family 
members are your friends [and] are 
these incredible folks that are shar-
ing incredible work, [and] you find 
that they do for you what you hope 
your art might do for somebody else. 
You know, you’re just as affected and 
touched by whatever random that 
might be onstage.

A: Why do you write?
AM: A lot of it, that’s maybe not 
necessarily the tangible reason that I 
write, but a big part of it is that from 

exploring what’s in my head and my 
heart, it helps me to make sense of 
things that might be fuzzy.

A: What advice would you give to 
someone just starting out opening 
him or herself to the world?
AM: I would say, just across the 
board—not even from a writing 
perspective—[that] someone who’s 
opening [him]self up to the world 
is likely to allow for that to hap-
pen. You know, it can be sometimes 
a scary thing, but as scary as it be-
comes it makes one stronger and one 
learns more of who oneself is, and 
the more you can know about your-
self, I think like the more you can 
fully experience the things that come 
before you. It’s all right to be fearful 
of that exploration because it’s excit-
ing to find those discoveries of what 
the world holds for you.
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Rewrote and Archie Pelago 
Light Up Eclectic Stage

TRISHA ARORA/PHOTO EDITOR

Archie Pelago and Rewrote came from Brooklyn to perform at 
Wesleyan this weekend. 

By Gavriella Wolf
Staff Writer

On Friday night, Aural Wes 
brought Rewrote and Archie Pelago 
to Eclectic for an experimental mu-
sic show. Peter Colombo, a.k.a. 
Rewrote, deejays for the collective 
M/O/D and came to Wesleyan from 
Brooklyn, NY to play a mixed set. 
Archie Pelago, a Brooklyn-based 
jazzy trio with a classical-meets-
electronic sound, followed Rewrote, 
playing to a lively, full audience.

Rewrote played the kind of 
fast and fun music that you can’t 
listen to without wanting to dance, 
switching from an electronic track 
to a remix of Ginuwine’s “Pony.” 
The hip-hop influence on more tra-
ditional dance music was surprising 
and refreshing, and the beat wasn’t 
overpowering to the melody itself. 
Rivaled with student band Grand 
Cousin, who played at Earth House 
simultaneously, the turnout was in-
adequate for the powerhouse mixes 
Rewrote turned out. Rewrote has 
also noted that other DJs from the 
M/O/D collective and himself may 
return to campus next semester for 
a group show if student interest is 
high enough.

Archie Pelago took the stage to 
a gathering audience as the music as-
cended to a darker, rock sound. The 
music upheld the integrity of dance 
music itself while inserting jazz ref-
erences, using a cello, trumpet, and 
saxophone. The trio and Rewrote’s 
solo act both served up music aim-
ing to get students moving, and the 
show lifted up an otherwise average 
Friday night.

The Argus got the chance to sit 
down with Rewrote before his show 
to chat about raves, frats, and the 
process of remixing.

The Argus: How did you get in-
volved in the music industry?

Rewrote: When I was a kid I bought 
Daft Punk records because I went to 
my first rave as a teenager….I knew 
about disco because my dad was like 
a curator of music. He taught me 
about reggae and disco and Stevie 
Wonder….Being at that rave took 
out all the history and made it just 
about dancing. And just being there 
for that moment and just enjoy-
ing life…I had a major paradigm 
shift….Being in a dark room with 
loud sounds and everyone dancing 
was so unbelievably appealing to me 
and I knew that was what I was go-
ing to do. I started producing mu-
sic and always had dance music in 
mind, just being in that hot, sweaty 
room.

A: So if you were to describe your 
ideal audience, would it be kids 
dancing in a sweaty room?
R: Probably, yeah. Also kids that are 
just open minded, and it isn’t neces-
sarily about drawing points of refer-
ence or comparing music to other 
music, it’s just about hearing some-
thing new and it making you move 
your body.

A: Who are your strongest musical 
influences?
R: If I’m just cooking a meal or on 
a train I’ll listen to jazz or reggae, so 
[my music] is not necessarily deriva-
tive of other electronic music.

A: Do you have a favorite artist or 
style to remix?
R: I would say right now, in terms 
of what dance music is, there’s a lot 
more cruise. I definitely like a lot of 
what’s coming out of London right 
now….There’s a sister label called 
Fade to Mind that aesthetically I’m 
really into. It’s about club readiness, 
but at the same time it’s very dark 
and guttural.

A: How does your solo act as 

Rewrote compare with what you do 
with M/O/D?
R:  In M/O/D we all write with rap 
in mind. We’re very hip-hop orient-
ed. But my solo stuff is more geared 
to the dance crowd, even though I 
will play hip-hop. And I don’t con-
sider myself strictly a dance DJ be-
cause I do play rap music, and it’s 
more of an urban format.

A: Can you tell me a little bit about 
your process when you make your 
remixes?
R: With songs, usually I start with 
drums because it makes the most 
sense for dance music and seems 
like the best place to start. Though 
sometimes I do start with baselines 
or leads or anything. I’m a pianist 
at heart, so I’m not as rhythmically 
oriented as I am oriented with the 
shapes of chords. Sometimes it’ll 
be a chord progression, but a lot of 
the rhythms I choose are just dance 
rhythms. Usually I start with drums 
and then I build up a baseline and 
chords and then I add melodies and 
incidentals.

A: Do you prefer for songs to bear 
a resemblance to their original form 
when you remix them, or do you like 
them to sound completely new?
R: I like repurposing elements of 
songs in a remix because if it’s more 
melodic, then you can always re-
harmonize or put more cords under 
the melody to get a different result 
or evoke a different mood. But if 
it’s more rhythmic, I like for things 
to stay true to the original because 
some rhythmic themes in dance mu-
sic keep songs together. But it really 
depends. If it’s more vocal music, I 
think fucking around with chords 
and shapes can work to your advan-
tage.

A: Have you played at a college be-
fore?
R: I played at Sarah Lawrence a 
couple of months ago, and before 
that, at Texas A&M, and [the lat-
ter] was crazy, because it was a fra-
ternity event….I never got the full 
frat experience, but there it was the 
full beer drinking, punching people 
in the face fraternity. And it was at 
a chili festival! They had two thou-
sand dollars of Keystone Light. By 
the end of the night, I played two 
nights in a row, and the floor was 
just mud. It was unbelievable. But 
Sarah Lawrence reminds me a lot 
more of Wesleyan.

A: Anything else you’d like our read-
ers to know?
R: Have me come and play your 
college again, I’ll bring some of my 
friends, and we’ll have a hell of a 
time.

THE IDIOT BOX
“Super Fun Night”

By Beanie Feldstein
Contributing Writer

We loved her as Annie’s weird, inappropriate, and nosy roommate 
in “Bridesmaids,” and she had us roaring as she ran horizontally and 
belted it out as Fat Amy in “Pitch Perfect.” Needless to say, it was excit-
ing to hear that the immensely funny Rebel Wilson was getting her own 
ABC show, “Super Fun Night.” The show centers on Wilson as Kimmie 
Boubier, a recently promoted lawyer, and her two roommates, Helen-
Alice and Marika. Together, the three ladies are a trio of underdogs. 
Marika, played by Lauren Ash, is a burly tennis coach with a deep voice 
and strong personality. Liza Lapira, who is best known for her role as 
Emma Stone’s best friend in “Crazy, Stupid, Love,” plays Helen-Alice, 
a meek nerd who naively orders a Long Island Iced Tea at a bar without 
knowing it contains alcohol in the first episode.

However, despite the exponential talents of Wilson, who created 
and stars in the show, “Super Fun Night” doesn’t live up to the high ex-
pectations that accompany Wilson’s name. The show alternates between 
two spheres: Kimmie’s office and the apartment shared by the three 
girls. The combination of these settings, however, doesn’t quite work. 
The show doesn’t know whether it is a workplace comedy, like “The 
Office” or “30 Rock,” or if it is centered on a gang of friends, like “How 
I Met Your Mother” or “Friends.” If the show focused more clearly on 
the trio of friends and let go of the law firm office, it would be better 
off, since the two roommates are more dynamic and entertaining to 
watch than Kimmie’s two main co-workers.

“Super Fun Night” also doesn’t knock it out of the park because it 
is a single camera show. The nature of Wilson’s broad, heightened co-
medic style both as a performer and a writer is more suited for a multi-
camera show, shot in front of a live studio audience with a laugh track. 
Although this is not a common critique of television, especially because 
as a whole the medium has recently been leaning much more heavily 
toward single-camera shows, “Super Fun Night” could benefit from this 
change in filming. The extensive physical comedy and sight gags at play 
throughout the show yearn for a laugh track. Plus, most sitcoms based 
around a group of friends that succeed are shot in this fashion.

Another mishap in the show’s comedic approach is that Wilson’s 
weight is often the focus of the comedy throughout the show. Within 
the first few minutes of the show, Kimmie loses her skirt in an eleva-
tor door and is left standing in her law firm wearing only nude Spanx. 
Later, she is seen running through her office in search of jelly dough-
nuts. Lastly, when she faints on stage at a piano bar she orders herself 
“consolation pizzas.” While it is commendable that Wilson truly owns 
her physique and uses it to its advantage in all of the roles she plays, 
most notably Fat Amy, she is so much more than just a heavy comedian. 
Her timing and wit are so ridiculously amazing that it is frustrating to 
watch her resort to jokes based on her weight.

As a final suggestion, the show would definitely benefit if Wilson 
dropped the American accent. While the accent itself isn’t all that bad, 
it becomes distracting since most of Wilson’s fans are familiar with her 
Aussie flair. While it is always enjoyable to watch Rebel Wilson, one of 
the funniest, most skilled comedians currently on television or in mov-
ies, the show itself could use some fine-tuning both in terms of structure 
and content. With some changes, “Super Fun Night” could be showing 
Wilson for all she’s worth, but right now it’s falling flat.

C/O EW.COM

“Super Fun Night” fails to show Rebel Wilson’s full comedic 
potential. 

Tuesday, Oct. 15

Artful Lunch Series: 
Katherine Kuenzli
12:10 p.m., Davison Art 
Center, Alsop House Dining 
Room

Middletown International 
Film Festival: Saving Grace
7 p.m., Center for Film 
Studies

Thursday, Oct. 17

Films by Liz Magic Lazer ’03
7 p.m., Powell Family Cinema, 
Center for Film Studies

Sonic Introductions: 
Graduate Student Composers 
at Wesleyan
8 p.m., CFA Hall

Urbindex and Broken Keys 
10:30 p.m., Art House

Arts Calendar

All events are free unless 
otherwise noted.

Tuesday, Oct. 22

Middletown International 
Film Festival: Intouchables
7 p.m., Center for Film 
Studies

Wednesday, Oct. 23

Sapphire Slows
10 p.m., Buddhist House

Don’t Waste Paper.
Recyle This Argus!
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food

By Erica DeMichiel
Staff Writer

Artisanal grilled cheese and sa-
vory falafel, make room for some 
sizzling hot dogs. Joining the fleet 
of food trucks on and around High 
Street is Dave’s Hot Diggity Dogs, a 
family-run food cart that caters to 
the late-night cravings of Wesleyan 
University students and Middletown 
residents. From gooey cheese dogs to 
steaming sandwiches, the motorized 
cart carries the all-American classics.

Hot Diggity Dogs joins 
Wesleyan’s impressive collection of 
late-night dining options, provid-
ing a quicker alternative to the clas-
sic and beloved Mamoun’s Falafel 
and Whey Station’s grilled cheese. 
It also joins another new food truck 
that frequents the Wesleyan cam-
pus: Ron’s Kitchen, which offers 
American breakfast and lunch op-
tions like pancakes and mac and 
cheese.

The Rogalski family, founders 
of Hot Diggity Dogs, began running 
the enterprise in its current location 

two months ago, though the his-
tory of the business stretches farther 
back. In 2000, David Rogalski Sr. 
stationed the wagon at the corner 
of Main and Court streets, where he 
conducted most of his transactions. 
During its fledgling stages, the cart 
also spent some time on High Street 
before going through a brief period 
of inactivity prior to its recent re-
opening.

Rogalski enlists the culinary 
expertise of his son, David Rogalski 
Jr., who works the burners dur-
ing the late evening hours. When 
Rogalski Jr. isn’t serving up hot dogs 
by College Row, he’s working as a 
full-time chef at Blackbird Tavern in 
Middlefield, Conn.

Some students have lauded the 
cart’s return.

“In spite of the cart’s small size, 
there’s a surprising amount of vari-
ety,” said Courtney Laermer ’17. 
“They definitely accommodate dif-
ferent tastes, and on top of that, the 
owners are super friendly.”

Students at the University aren’t 
the only ones taking advantage of 

Hot Diggity Dogs Revived, 
Americana Brought to Campus

By Hilary Brumberg
Contributing Writer

In high school, I spent a 
month in northern Spain as part 
of a Spanish exchange program. 
Spaniards know how to do food 
right. In addition to the occasional 
paella and tapas, I ate “tortilla espa-
ñola” and “churros con chocolate” 
almost every day.

Tortilla española, a tasty, ver-
satile dish mainly comprising eggs 
and potatoes, can be 
enjoyed with 
any meal. 

For breakfast, 
it is usually served as 
something akin to a warm omelette. 
For lunch, it is generally served at 
room temperature and sandwiched 
between two slices of baguette. For 
dinner, it is enjoyed hot with vari-
ous salsas and meats.

Because the ingredients are 
pretty cheap, and they’re quick to 
prepare, tortillas are usually sold 
inexpensively at restaurants, and are 
also cooked frequently in Spanish 
homes. When you tire of Usdan and 
WesWings brunches, a tortilla espa-
ñola will make a delicious, quick, 
and worldly breakfast alternative. 
My Spanish exchange host taught 
me this recipe when I lived with her, 
so it’s about as authentic as it gets.

Once you finish your delicious 
meal of tortilla española, you’ll need 
a dessert fix. Mine can usually be 
satisfied with other recipes I learned 
in Spain. Now that Connecticut 
is officially experiencing sweater-
weather, hot drinks have become a 
staple of my diet. I like to mix up 
the classic hot chocolate (and tea, 
and coffee) with the bolder Spanish 
hot chocolate.

Usually serving as an essential 
accessory to crunchy, oily churros, 
Spanish hot chocolate is also deli-
cious on its own. It is much richer 
and creamier than the classic Swiss 
Miss, as it is made with real melted 
chocolate, and it has an intensely 
sweet chocolate flavor that can 
warm your body and lift your spir-
its. Disclaimer: Extreme sugar high 
may occur after drinking a few serv-
ings.

Tortilla Española
(Adaped from my Spanish 

exchange host, serves 8)
1. Thinly slice unpeeled potatoes. 
Many recipes suggest peeling the 
potatoes; however, the skin deserves 
much more than being thrown in 
the compost bin, because it contains 
a lot of vitamins and nutrients, such 
as fiber, potassium, and iron.
2. Heat olive oil in large skillet. Add 
potatoes, onions, garlic, and season-
ings. To prevent burning, stir con-
stantly until the onions are slightly 

¿Quieres Comer? 
Tortillas y Chocolate

brown, and the potatoes can be 
easily mashed with a fork. This will 
take a frustratingly long time, but 
that’s ok because it will fill the room 
with the unbeatably wonderful 
smell of frying garlic and onions.
3. Remove from heat, and strain as 
much olive oil as possible.
4. Add lightly beaten eggs to the 
vegetable mixture, and gently shake 
the pan so the eggs and vegetables 
are evenly distributed. Cover the 
pan, and let it cook over low heat 

until the eggs begin to 
solidify into a 

large, omelette-
like substance, and 

the top is just a bit runny. This 
should take about 10 minutes.
5. Now comes the scary part. 
Remove the pan from the heat, and 
place a large plate on top. Turn the 
pan over, so the tortilla flips over. 
This must be done very slowly and 
carefully, because the fragile tortilla 
is not yet a cohesive solid. Then 
slide the tortilla from the plate back 
into the pan, so the runny top is 
now on the bottom.
6. Return pan to low heat, and 
cook until firm and slightly brown. 
Remove from heat, and let stand for 
five minutes.
7. Cut into wedges, like a pie or 
quiche. Serve warm or at room 
temperature.

Spanish Hot Chocolate
(Adaped from the Food Network and 
Chocolateria San Gines in Madrid, 

Spain)
1. Melt chocolate into 1 cup of milk 
in a saucepan over very low heat.
2. In a bowl, dissolve the cornstarch 
and sugar into the remainder of the 
milk, and add to chocolate mixture 
in the pan.
3. Stirring constantly, cook on low 
heat until the chocolate thickens, 
about 5 minutes. Add cinnamon, 
if desired.
4. Pour chocolate into cups, and 
serve hot, with or without churros. 
It is very rich, so a small portion 
goes a long way.

this new late-night dining option. 
Even Middletown residents have 
embraced the cart and the options it 
offers.

“I come here late at night, and I 
get bacon and a runny egg,” said res-
ident Thomas Hirsch, who has been 
living in Middletown for seven years. 
“They use all top-quality foods, and 
they don’t cheat you on anything. It’s 
really delicious.”

According to Rogalski, the wag-
on’s most popular items include the 
steak, egg, and cheese dog and the 
Dave steak, which consists of onions, 
peppers, bacon, mushrooms, jalape-
ños, cheddar cheese, and hot sauce.

Since the cart’s inception, 
Rogalski said that one of the biggest 
transitions has been expanding the 
forms of payment they accept, which 
makes the cart accessible to a wider 
array of customers. In comparison to 
its former Main Street location, at its 
new location Rogalski reported an 
overall improvement in business.

“A lot of kids carry credit cards, 
and we do accept Visa, Mastercard, 
and Discover,” Rogalski said.

In addition to its Friday and 
Saturday High Street operation, 
Dave’s Hot Diggity Dogs caters 
events ranging from birthday par-
ties to community events. The 
cart is even getting involved with 
Middletown Public Schools this 
month.

“We did the Fourth of July 
downtown, and we’re doing Moody 
School’s Halloween party in two 
weeks from now,” said Rogalski. “We 
really do anything.”

Rogalski looks forward to 
watching the business grow.

“Hopefully, we’ll get our name 
out, expand the truck, and get more 
items,” said Rogalski. “We just want 
to thrive and have fun doing what we 
do.”

INGREDIENTS
7 IDAHO POTATOES

2 YELLOW ONIONS, DICED
2 CLOVES GARLIC, MINCED

8 LARGE EGGS
1/2 CUP OLIVE OIL

SALT AND PEPPER TO TASTE

INGREDIENTS
5 OZ. MILK OR DARK CHOCOLATE

2 CUPS MILK
1 TBSP. CORNSTARCH

2 TBSP. SUGAR
1 PINCH GROUND CINNAMON 

(OPTIONAL)

By Ankur Neupane
Contributing Writer

A Sel roti (pronounced “sell row-
tee”) is a small, sweet rice doughnut 
of sorts that is often served with 
milk tea. These delightful ethnic ap-
petizers are thinner than the average 
donut, and are served without any 
added flavors.

Sel rotis are fairly simple and 
basic in taste. They are sweet, soft, 
chewy, and a tad bit oily. The inter-
play of sugar, butter, and rice may at 
first seem strange, but soon becomes 
irresistible. Truth be told, I have nev-
er been able to have only one.

When paired and served with a 
warm beverage—be it coffee, tea, or 
even hot chocolate—Sel rotis are at 
their best. I personally prefer sel-rotis 
with a glass of warm milk: simple, yet 
ineffably satiating.

In the past, you could only find 
these prepared during traditional 
large festivals and social events, but 
they’ve recently become more com-
monplace as Nepalese people of all 
ages enjoy spending their average eve-
nings indoors with a hot cup of tea 
and a dozen Sel rotis.

As with all traditional Nepali 
dishes, the secret of making sel-rotis 
has been passed down orally. This 
past weekend, I made a point to call 
my mother and ask her how she made 
her Sel rotis. She gave me a few point-

ers, which I’ve incorporated into my 
recipe.

Sel roti
(Makes 8 pastries)

1. Place rice in a medium bowl and 
add water to cover. Soak for at least 
two hours, or up to overnight. The 
longer the rice soaks, the softer your 
sel-rotis will be.
2. Drain the excess water from the 
rice.
3. Blend rice, butter, sugar, cloves, 
and green cardamom together. 
Gradually add water, blending occa-
sionally, until it resembles a thick and 
smooth paste. If the paste seems too 

Unfamiliar With Sel Roti? Try 
This Traditional Nepali Snack

watery, add more butter and sugar. 
Avoid using too much water; a vis-
cous paste is far easier to fix than a 
watery one.
4. Pour the mixture into a new bowl 
and stir. Fill a small, approximately 
6 oz. cup with the mixture.
5. Pour at least an inch of oil into 
a heavy, deep skillet and bring to a 
simmer over high heat on the stove.
6. Pour the small cup of batter into a 
large, hollow circle in the pan.
7. Use a pair of spoons or chopsticks 
to shape the mixture into a circular 
donut shape as it cooks in the oil. 
Flip every 10-15 seconds, and re-
move from oil after it acquires a light 
brown tint.
8. Repeat steps 5-7 with remainder 
of batter.
9. Serve with your preferred bever-
age and a smug face. You’ve earned 
it.

INGREDIENTS
1 1/2 LBS. RICE

6 1/2 OZ. BUTTER, SOFTENED
5-6 OZ. SUGAR

1-2 TSP. CRUSHED CLOVES AND 
GREEN CARDAMOM (OPTIONAL, 

TO TASTE)
6 1/2 OZ. WATER, PLUS WATER TO 

SOAK RICE
COOKING OIL (SUNFLOWER IS 

RECOMMENDED, OLIVE CAN SUB-
STITUTE)

TRISHA ARORA/PHOTO EDITOR

A new hot dog truck has been added to High Street’s collection of 
late-night food options.

C/O VILLAGEVOICE.COM

Sel rotis are fun-to-make, tasty 
Nepali snacks.
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Now, I understand that as much 
warmth can be derived from pump-
kin waffles as from a sweater. A warm 
mug of hot chocolate is pretty much 
the same as being able to control the 
erratic heating systems of Wesleyan 
housing. Still, fall foods are not only 
warm and comforting, but also deli-
cious and fresh and seasonal (at least 
here on the east coast).

At the height of the harvest, 
we still have plenty of fresh fruit 
(anyone else go apple picking this 
year?), as well as delicious vegetables. 
Squash of all varieties abound and 
are virtually begging to be made into 
thick, warm soups. Root vegetables 
are ready for harvest, and one can 
find pumpkin-spiced versions of vir-
tually anything.

Fall cooking also allows certain 
pleasures that summer cooking does 
not. Take, for instance, the use of an 
oven. It’s far too warm in the summer 
to even consider turning on the oven 
for baking, and so we must refrain 
(but don’t let anyone tell me that—
I still generally bake about once per 
day in the summer). But in the fall? 
Well, bring on the pumpkin muffins. 
Your indoor climate can take it.

Winter
by Jess Zalph

Food Editor

Winter is coming.
And with it comes a whole slew 

(sleigh?) of new food options that are 
not nearly as good at any other time 
of the year. While every season has 

its quirks and benefits, I have a warm 
affinity for winter foods.

Produce is a good place to be-
gin. Some notable in-season fruits 
are pomegranates and grapefruits. 
Pomegranate snacking is a sweet, 
tangy, messy experience that will 
leave you with hands and arms cov-
ered with deep red juice and a satis-
fied grin on your face. If you enjoy 
looking like an axe murderer, this 
is the fruit for you. Grapefruit is a 
powerful citrus perfect for prolonged 
consumption, tart enough to satisfy 
the egos of those who believe orang-
es too sweet, but gentle enough for 
those too weak to handle chowing 
down on a lemon. (For information 
on how to chow down on a lemon, 
see Jamison Poland’s article from 
April 4, 2013 on “flavor tripping.”) 
Cut the grapefruit into slices or 
along its equator, and enjoy it with 
a spoon.

Perhaps even closer to home, 
one vegetable that peaks during win-
ter months is a hipster-favorite: kale. 
Kale is a beautiful thing, packed with 
vitamins and minerals and exploding 
with flavor. One night last year, I 
ate the equivalent of six cups of raw 
kale, dressed with a little bit of olive 
oil, salt, pepper, and curry powder. 
(That, everyone, is called “pulling an 
all-nighter the right way.”) Kale can 
be sautéed quickly to make it less 
chewy, or baked with olive oil and 
seasoning to make kale chips.

Beyond specific fruits and veg-
etables particular to winter months, 
winter is the best time for eating 
as an activity. We don’t call winter 
the “holiday season” for nothing, 

Food Fight: Argus Staff Explores The Merits of Seasons
and with it comes all of the holiday 
foods, and the feelings of nostalgia 
and comfort that come with eating 
them.

Moreover, there is no other sea-
son where eating feels quite so good. 
There is nothing like warm mashed 
potatoes or a steaming bowl of soup 
to shield you against bitter cold and 
inadequate dorm window insulation. 
During dreary weather, whether you 
are cooped up indoors or trudging 
from class to class, culinary creations 
sometimes feel like one of the only 
pleasant sensory experiences.

Winter food leaves you warm 
within when you are cold without. 
You become like a large, human-
shaped, molten chocolate cake. And 
does anyone not want to be molten 
chocolate cake?

Spring
by Ankur Neupane

Contributing Writer

As the last cold clutches of win-
ter ebb away, our hemisphere is born 
again. There is a sense of renewed 
energy. Trees burst with green and 
squirrels redouble their never-end-
ing quest for food.

We humans are far luckier than 
the unfortunate squirrel in that what 
we dig up is significantly more di-
verse than acorns. Spring gives us 
fresh new vegetables and fruits to sa-
vor. New desserts arise from the dol-
drums of winter, as pies, cupcakes, 
and custards are re-imagined and 
re-introduced to the menu. Fresh 
asparagus, beets, cherries, lemons, 
carrots, garden peas, strawberries, 

spinach, sweet onions and turnips 
all peak in spring.

For desserts, try a vanilla fla-
vored cupcake with strawberry frost-
ing. These mini-delights are great to 
have when enjoying your morning 
coffee as well. Lunch? Try fresh as-
paragus with ham and garlic. Boost 
the flavor with a squeeze of fresh 
lemon, and enjoy it outside with 
a spinach smoothie or beet juice. 
Chop up garden peas and mix them 
with pasta for a solid, healthy din-
ner. And if you are feeling extra spe-
cial, try cherry custard and serve it 
with vanilla ice cream.

Spring is a season of new begin-
nings and new chances. With foods 
jam-packed with vitamins, minerals, 
proteins, and anti-oxidants, it’s eas-
ily the tastiest and most healthful 
season of the year.

Summer
by Eden Jablon
Contributing Writer

Summer food is the best food. 
It’s not just the tart blueberries, ideal 
for blueberry pie, or the succulent 
cantaloupes piled high with cottage 
cheese. It’s not just the fresh tomato 
salad, or the homemade apricot jam. 
Summer food is the best food be-
cause it is the food of freedom, of 
the 4th of July, of beach picnics and 
road trips.

For the last few years, I’ve made 
shortcake topped with strawberries 
and blueberries for the 4th of July. 
Patriotic coloring isn’t the only thing 
the cake has to offer: the cool cream 
brilliantly showcases the in-season 

berries. The weather itself adds to 
the taste. When it’s hot and sunny 
outside, there’s no better time to en-
joy a cool dessert with the family.

Nothing says summer like vaca-
tion, be it a day trip to the beach or 
a weekend getaway. Food-wise, this 
means you have a chance to explore 
delicious, portable foods. There’s 
a wonderful recipe for roast beef 
summer rolls available on 
foodandwine.com, but you don’t 
need a recipe to make a great sand-
wich. Start with some sort of bread 
or wrap, and add seasonal vegetables 
like corn, chard, or eggplant.

Garlic is often not recognized as 
a seasonal vegetable, but it does have 
a peak time of year: late summer. 
Garlic is acclaimed for its versatility, 
and can be added to sandwiches and 
salads, or hamburgers and pasta. And 
if you happen to be in California, 
check out the Gilroy Garlic Festival, 
one of the largest food festivals in the 
country.

If you’re still not convinced 
that summer is supreme, I have two 
words: fruit salad. In no other season 
can fruit be enjoyed so simply and 
so well. Juicy apricots, sour cher-
ries, and tangy peaches dressed with 
lemon juice make a great salad. Heap 
on some vanilla ice cream, and you 
have a decadent dessert. Enjoy it in 
the shade of the pool, or head to a 
local park for a picnic.

Summer does not only provide 
delicious fruits and greens; the warm 
weather promotes wonderfully light 
food and an aura of celebration and 
adventure that lets you enjoy eating 
more than in any other season.
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By Felipe DaCosta
Assistant Sports Editor

I’m sorry, Ms. Jackson: the foot-
ball team is for real. With a 141-point 
differential accumulated in the team’s 
favor through the first half of the sea-
son, it’s fair to say that the Redbirds 
comfortably rank amongst the 
NESCAC elite. Week Four saw the 
Bates Bobcats enter Andrus Field only 
to be flattened on both ends of the ball 
as Wesleyan dominated the contest 
35-7. With the victory, the Cardinals 
remain undefeated and sit atop the 
conference standings with fellow un-
beaten squads Amherst and Trinity.

The Cards had plenty to be wary 
of in their matchup with the Bobcats. 
Relying on a puzzling option offense, 
Bates sported one of the top 10 rush-
ing attacks in all of Division III, av-
eraging almost 300 yards per game 
entering Saturday’s contest. Although 
Bates’ unorthodox style initially had 
the Cards flummoxed, the Bobcats 
were stifled in their offensive efforts 
and ultimately only accrued 125 yards 
rushing on the day.

Entering the contest, Head 
Coach Mike Whalen expected his 
defense to be challenged and was par-
ticularly pleased by how his team was 
able to recover from its strategic set-
backs.

“You just can’t stop the option,” 
Whalen said. “They’re going to eat up 
a lot of the clock because they’re just 
going to run the ball. This team came 
into the game ninth in the country in 
rushing offense, and at that point it 
looked like we were going to have our 
hands full. I think after the first quar-
ter we adjusted very well. Sometimes 
when you don’t see those kinds of of-
fenses, it takes a couple series to get 
your feet under you.”

For the first time all season, the 

Cardinals were held scoreless in the 
first quarter of play as the Bobcats 
jumped out to an early 7-0 lead. 
Despite the initial cause for panic, the 
Redbirds maintained their compo-
sure enough to score five unanswered 
touchdowns. Another balanced com-
bination of aerial assaults and ground 
gains from the offense propelled the 
Cardinals as they racked up 440 total 
yards.

Coming off of a frustrating ef-
fort last week against a staunch Colby 
defense, gunslinger Jesse Warren ’15 
completed 17 of 20 pass attempts and 
tacked on three touchdowns, raising 
his conference-leading total to 11. 
Warren effectively overextended the 
Bates defense with even pass distri-
bution: his three touchdown passes 
went to three different receivers. Rob 
Manning ’16, Josh Hurwitz ’15, and 
Kevin Hughes ’14 were the gracious 
recipients of Warren’s scoring strikes.

This week’s rushing hero was 
Kyle Gibson ’15, whose 133 yards on 
the ground were good enough to place 
him above teammate LaDarius Drew 
’15 as NESCAC leader in yards per 
game. Gibson pitched in a 39-yard 
touchdown run late in the second 
quarter, leaving the game completely 
out of reach for Bates.

For all his labors, Gibson empha-
sizes the greater team effort in adjust-
ing to Bates’ testing style of play.

“The biggest take away from this 
last game was our offense line’s abil-
ity to adjust on the fly,” Gibson wrote 
in an email to the Argus. “Bates’ 3-5 
scheme presents its opponents with a 
lot of unique looks. Our offense line 
did a great job sorting out several new 
defense schemes that they used in the 
game, which allowed our running 
game to be successful.”

While the offense was steadily 
increasing Wesleyan’s lead through-

Football Remains Triumphant Halfway Through Season

out the game, the Cardinal defense 
worked tirelessly to irritate Bates’ 
nationally ranked offense, even forc-
ing a couple of turnovers to assure 
that the Cardinals retained momen-
tum. Freshman defensive back Justin 
Sanchez bolstered the Birds’ secondary 
with seven tackles and a forced fum-
ble while linebacker Gregg Kelley ’15 
paced the Cardinal defense with eight 
tackles on the day.

The Cardinals have plenty to cel-
ebrate with the season halfway done, 
but the greatest challenges still re-
main. Next week marks the beginning 
of Little Three play as the Cards travel 
to Amherst on Saturday, Oct. 19. By 

Kyle Gibson ’15 took the NESCAC lead in rushing yards per game as he accrued 133 yards in the 35-7 
win over Bates on Saturday, Oct. 12. 

SHANNON WELCH/STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

By Anthony Barker
Contributing Writer

The weekend match against 
Conn College proved a difficult 
test for the Old Methodist rugby 
squad. Despite some conciliatory 
tries in the second half of the game, 
the score gap remained too large to 
close, with Conn taking the contest 
37-12.

A combination of poorly 
spread defense, inconsistent han-
dling, and slow lineouts hampered 
the Wesleyan side, though their 
scrum held solid from start to fin-
ish. While the scrum showed im-
provement from previous contests, 
the forwards did not, in general, 
develop sufficient momentum or re-
liably secure possession for the back 
line. Without enough possession, 
the backs had limited opportunity 
to mount an offensive. Now with a 
season record of 2-2, the loss means 
an end to Old Methodist’s playoff 
aspirations.

Injuries were another factor 
that affected the performance of Old 
Meth. Chipper Bounds ’15, Matt 
Laskowski ’17, Alex Nunez ’14,  
and Blake Valenzuela ’15 were all 
injured in the run up to the game, 
leaving the squad in a vulnerable 
position. By the time the team left 
Conn College, numerous others had 
joined the walking wounded, in-
cluding captains Dan Brugioni ’15 
and Gideon Too ’14. Injuries ranged 
from torn ligaments to concussions, 
evidencing the dangers of the sport 

and the physical commitment of the 
team. With luck, most of those affect-
ed will be fit for the upcoming match 
against Trinity later this month.

On a positive note,many skill-
ful individuals left marks on the Conn 
College game, showcasing their superb 
play. Jack Graylin ’17 demonstrated 
keen running ability, at times evading 
four or five players in a row. His great 
pace was complemented by exemplary 
handling and tackling in the midfield as 
he made three successful interceptions 
and delivered a string of decisive hits on 
some of his more rotund opponents.

Brugioni also had a marked impact 
on the course of the game. His ball skills 
and under-pressure kicks facilitated 
some offensive play, moving Old Meth 
out of the danger zone on more than 
one occasion. Strategic elements aside, 
he was not afraid to run the ball into 
contact, regularly making 10 to 15-yard 
progressions.

Fullback Nate Josephs ’14 also 
managed to maintain composure 
among the chaos. He had an uncharac-
teristic presence in the rucks and did his 
utmost to disrupt and antagonize the 
opposition as they advanced. He made a 
number of speedy clearing kicks within 
the 22-meter line, and his tackling was 
quite consistent, particularly near the 
try line.

Mike Weinstein ’17 did his best 
as scrum-half to keep the ball alive and 
reorganize his teammates when the mo-
mentum was lost. He was able to deliver 
solid runs, using his small size and quick 
feet to his advantage. There were times 
in the game, however, when he ran too 

Old Methodist Rugby Falls to 
Conn in Penultimate Game

far ahead and became isolated, lacking 
the support to secure the tackle area.

Flanker Hanbin Wang ’15 
punched in both of Wesleyan’s tries, as 
the Wesleyan ruggers were only able to 
penetrate Conn’s defense late in the sec-
ond half. Old Methodist was unable to 
capitalize on its only scores of the game 
as the proceeding kick offs led directly 
to tries by Conn.

Overall, the back line put in a 
markedly better performance than the 
forwards, who did not display their 
usual readiness and organization. The 
weakness of the pack was unexpected, 
especially given their role in secur-
ing victory against the more physical 
University of New Haven two weeks 
prior. Whether it was due to injury or 
a lack of preparation, the rucks and lin-
eouts were dominated by Conn College, 
which had clearly spent time rehearsing 
their set pieces. Conn’s forwards were 
able to keep the yards they had gained, 
providing plenty of scoring opportuni-
ties on the wing.

Moving forward, the Old 
Methodist squad must solidify its pack 
and work on its defensive organiza-
tion. Filling in gaps and moving as one 
line will be critical in their final match 
against Trinity in order to avoid overlaps 
and the clustering of players. Provided 
the next two weeks are spent resolving 
these issues, they should be able to cap 
off the season with a victory at home. 
Old Methodist will square off against 
the Bantams in its final home contest of 
the fall on Saturday, Oct. 25 at the field 
located at the corner of Long Lane and 
Wadsworth Street.

the end of play next Saturday, the 
NESCAC will have at least one fewer 
undefeated team. The Cardinals will 
have to play their best football to date 
to make sure that their 2013 record 
remains unspoiled. Unlike the Bates 
matchup, the Cardinals likely won’t 
have an entire quarter to acclimate 
themselves to Amherst’s style of play. 
Any adjustments must be immediate, 
which will surely test this team’s matu-
rity and discipline.

“They have a very strong history 
and tradition of winning,” Whalen 
said of the upcoming opponent. “You 
know they’re going to be ready to play. 
Ultimately, these games come down 

to who makes the biggest mistakes 
and who makes the biggest plays. This 
year, we’re a more mature football 
team, and we’re going to find out if 
we’re capable of making big plays in 
big games.”

With Williams currently floun-
dering at the bottom of the standings 
with an 0-4 record, it is not out of line 
to say that the winner of this week’s 
matchup stands the best chance of be-
coming Little Three champion. After 
weeks of handling lesser teams, the 
Cardinals will find a true test of their 
abilities and a chance to recapture 
Little Three glory in their battle with 
the Lord Jeffs.

By Grant Lounsbury
Staff Writer

The field hockey team suffered 
a tough 2-0 defeat to NESCAC rival 
Williams this past Saturday, Oct. 12, 
which also ended Wesleyan’s two-game 
winning streak. With the loss, the 
Cardinals remain fifth in the NESCAC 
standings with an in-conference record 
of 3-3, while Williams moves into eighth 
with a NESCAC record of 2-5.

“We didn’t play as well as a team 
against Williams as we have in the past,” 
said Captain Blair Ingraham ’14. “We 
weren’t connecting well and had a hard 
time getting into a groove.”

Throughout most of the game, the 
Ephs limited the Cardinals’ offensive 
chances and held the overmatched Birds 
to only two shots on goal.

“I felt we were a little bit one step 
behind the play on dodging, on self-
starts, on passing, and we needed to 
utilize our strength, which I feel is our 
speed and quickness,” said Head Coach 
Patti Klecha-Porter. “I felt we were a 
little bit on our heels, kind of watch-
ing Williams first and then deciding to 
play.”

Klecha-Porter believes that the 
team could have given Williams a better 
game. The Cardinals stepped up the in-
tensity to challenge the Ephs in the final 
minutes of the match, but it proved to 
be too little too late.

“So for probably the last 17 min-
utes that was a huge difference,” Klecha-
Porter said. “We were finally attacking, 
but we were down two goals and in a 
deficit, and it’s hard to rebound from 

that.”
The Ephs outshot the hosts 16-7, 

while the Cardinals had just four penalty 
corners, half as many as Williams did. 
Goalie Sara Grundy ’16 came up with 
nine saves, but the Cardinals failed to 
give her any offensive support.

“We hope to never experience 
a disappointing loss like that again,” 
Ingraham said. “We let Williams set the 
pace, and they did a great job of main-
taining it throughout the game.”

As the team readies for its upcoming 
away game against UMass Dartmouth 
on Thursday, Oct. 17, Ingraham high-
lighted what the team needs to work on.

“Teamwork and communication,” 
Ingraham said. “We want to do a better 
job of communicating with each other 
on the field and work together to main-
tain composure and momentum for we 
hope to be able to set the pace for the rest 
of our games this season.”

After the game, Klecha-Porter 
commented on what will happen be-
tween now and Thursday.

“We are going to do a self-assess-
ment,” Klecha-Porter said. “We are re-
ally going to be looking at and trying to 
figure out what are the reasons [for this 
loss] because this group definitely has the 
skills and the ability to be a top-notch, 
top-four team, so we are going to be 
looking at that this week.”

With five games left, four of which 
are conference tilts, including match-ups 
with first-place Amherst and fourth-
place Middlebury, the Cardinals are 
looking to finish the season off strong as 
they keep their minds set on a run at the 
NESCAC Championship.

Williams Snaps Field 
Hockey’s Win Streak
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Thursday, Oct. 17

Field Hockey at UMass 
Dartmouth
North Dartmouth, Mass., 7 
p.m.

Friday, Oct. 18

Women’s Tennis at 
NEWITT Tournament
Amherst, Northampton, and 
South Hadley, Mass., Time 
TBA

Volleyball at Bowdoin
Brunswick, Maine, 8 p.m.

Saturday, Oct. 19

Men’s and Women’s Crew 
at The Head of The 
Charles Regatta
Boston, Mass., Time TBA

Women’s Tennis at 
NEWITT Tournament
Amherst, Northampton, and 
South Hadley, Mass., Time 
TBA

Field Hockey at Amherst
Amherst, Mass., 12 p.m.

Women’s Soccer at Amherst
Amherst, Mass., 12 p.m.

Women’s Cross Country 
Little Three Meet
Wes Fuhrman ’05 Trails, 
12:30 p.m.

Football at Amherst
Amherst, Mass., 1 p.m.

Men’s Cross Country Little 
Three Meet
Wes Fuhrman ’05 Trails, 
1:15 p.m.

Volleyball at Bates
Lewiston, Maine, 2 p.m.

Men’s Soccer at Amherst
Amherst, Mass., 2:30 p.m.

Women’s Soccer at Amherst
Amherst, Mass., 12 p.m.

Sunday, Oct. 20

Women’s Tennis at 
NEWITT Tournament
Amherst, Northampton, and 
South Hadley, Mass., Time 
TBA

Men’s and Women’s Crew 
at The Head of The 
Charles Regatta
Boston, Mass., Time TBA

Tuesday, Oct. 22

Women’s Soccer at Trinity
Hartford, Conn., 3 p.m.

Men’s Soccer at Trinity 
Hartford, Conn., 3 p.m.

Volleyball vs. Rhode Island 
College
Silloway Gym, 7 p.m.

Wednesday, Oct. 23

Field Hockey at Trinity
Hartford, Conn., 6 p.m.

M A K E Y O UR T R A V E L PL A NS N O W! 
 

W ESL E Y A N UNI V E RSI T Y 
Fall Break Recess 2013 

W ESL E Y A N BR A D L E Y A IRPO R T SH U T T L E SC H E DU L E  
New Haven T rain Station Shuttle Schedule  

                                           Bus Service Schedule 
 
R ESE R V A T I O NS  D E A D L IN E : Wedenesday, October , 16th 

                                        

                                      Service Provided By Wesleyan University 
T ransportation Services (860) 685-3788 

Box Office (860)685-3355 
www.wesleyan.edu/shuttles 

 

Date 
L eaving 

L eave 
Wesleyan 

 

A rrive 
B radley 

 
Fri. Oct. 18th 2:00pm 3:00pm 

 

Date 
Returning 

L eave 
B radley 

 

A rrive 
Wesleyan 

 
Tue. Oct. 22nd 7:00pm 8:00pm 

                                                                                                                                                              
Shuttle L E A V ES Wesleyan from the front of Usdan University Center. 

 BR A D L E Y R E T URN shuttle pick up location:  INSID E  the newer section of T erminal A                                              
    at its lower/ground level, n Bradley Ambassadors Information Center  
 Cost is $20.00 one way, $40.00 round trip.  
 Reservations must be made in advance at the University Center Box Office. 
 Payment is due upon reservation; payment can be made in Cash, Check or C redit Card. 

   No refunds allowed. 

                 The New Haven T rain Station Shuttle 
 Cost is $15.00 one way, $30.00 round trip. 
 Reservations must be made in advance at the University Center Box Office. 

 
Thur . Oct.17th, 6pm Shuttle departs from the frontof Usdan Center .  
F ri. Oct.18th, 11am and 6pm Shuttle departs f rom the front of Usdan Center . 
Tue. Oct.22nd, 12pm and 5pm Shuttle departs f rom the front of the T rain Station . 
 
The weekend New Haven T rain Station Shuttle Schedule runs its normal times.  
                                                   

                                           New York and Boston Bus Service 
 Cost is $25.00 one way, $50.00 round trip. 
 New York C ity: G rand C entral Station and Pen Station 
 Boston: South Station 

 
F ri. O ct.18th, 5pm Buses depart from the front of Usdan Center . 
Tue. Oct.22nd, 3pm Buses depart from New York C ity and Boston. 
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defeated his opponent at number two 
singles in two sets.

“In my singles match, I was play-
ing some of my best tennis,” King 
said. “I felt like I literally couldn’t 
miss, and everything I hit was going 
to be gold. My strategy was to hit 
high, heavy, deep balls and move him 
from side to side, and then eventually 
he would give me a short ball, and I 
would approach off of it and finish 
at the net. I also felt great at the net. 
Once I got the break in the first set, 
I was on cruise control for the rest of 
the match.”

Joining the party was sophomore 
captain, Sam Rudovsky, who made 
quick work of his third singles oppo-
nent, 6-0, 6-2.

“I recognized early on that 
he wasn’t very mentally tough,” 
Rudovsky said. “I knew I had to keep 
the ball deep to his backhand and the 
rest would take care of itself.”

First-year player Greg Lyon 
teamed up with Rudovsky at num-
ber two singles and pulled out a tight 
match, 8-6.

“We were the last match on,” 
Rudovsky said. “There were a lot of 
rowdy Hartford students surrounding 
the courts, and it was all about stay-
ing loose and focused on each point. 
Really, we just needed to remain re-
laxed. Greg did that better than I did; 
he played some of the sickest doubles 
I’ve ever seen.”

Lyon created tension throughout 
the day: he also won his number six 
singles match in thrilling fashion, 12-
10.

“Like the rest of the team, Greg 

Tennis: Season Ends
played very good tennis,” Fried said. 
“His opponent battled every step of 
the way, and Greg showed good fight 
and composure in pulling out a tight 
win.”

Fellow first-year players Jake 
Roberts and Michael Liu both cap-
tured straight-set victories at first and 
fifth singles.

Wesleyan continued an effica-
cious afternoon with the first doubles 
match. The results were the same, as 
Zachary Brint ’16 and Cameron Hicks 
’17 continued their success together 
by beating a Hartford twosome, 8-4.

“This victory was big for our 
team because a 9-0 win gives us a lot 
of confidence and shows that we can 
win in every spot up and down the 
lineup,” King said. “Also, moving for-
ward into the offseason, it will hope-
fully motivate our team to work hard, 
so that we can continue the good re-
sults.”

After wrapping up the season on 
a hot streak, the players will look to 
improve their tennis game, as well as 
become stronger and fitter.

“We certainly have much to 
work...in order to be where we want 
to be in the spring season, but we 
played quite well for this point in the 
year and everyone on the team con-
tributed to the win,” Fried said.

They are hoping that dedication 
in the winter will translate to success 
in the spring, when the team will face 
off against many dangerous NESCAC 
opponents.

“While we’re happy to come out 
on top, we have to keep the mentality 
that we’re never satisfied,” Rudovsky 
said. “That’s what drove us last year, 
and this year should be no different.”

By Michael Sheldon
Contributing Writer

The volleyball team suffered its 
fourth NESCAC loss of the season to 
Colby on Friday, Oct. 11. The match, 
which Colby took by a score of 3-2 
(25-16, 25-27, 25-22, 20-25, 15-12), 
snapped a four-game winning streak 
for the Cardinals, including two big 
NESCAC wins from the previous 
weekend. Wesleyan’s NESCAC re-
cord now stands at 2-4, with an over-
all record of 6-10.

This outcome was unex-
pected and possibly troubling for 
the Cardinals, especially consider-
ing the previous weekend’s events. 
Colby went into Friday’s match 
with a NESCAC record of 1-4 and 
should have been easier to handle 
than Middlebury, a team that was 
undefeated until losing 3-1 to the 
Cardinals on Friday, Oct. 4. Captain 
Kim Farris ’14 certainly didn’t see 
Friday’s loss coming.

“The loss to Colby was really 
upsetting because we had been play-
ing so well the previous weeks,” Farris 
said.

Farris, usually the team’s go-to 
hitter and leader in kills, struggled 
to perform in typical fashion, land-

ing only 13 kills against eight errors 
over the course of the five sets. Fellow 
captains Kate Centofanti ’14 and 
Monica Leslie ’14 did their best to 
fill the scoring vacuum. Centofanti 
had 19 kills, and Leslie posted a re-
markably high .515 kill percentage en 
route to 17 kills of her own.

Rachel Savage ’17, who has held 
the defense together through the sea-
son thus far, also failed to meet her 
standards, recording just 14 digs. 
Instead, defensive efforts were led by 
Brittany Lo ’15 and Centofanti with 
16 digs apiece.

Despite below-average produc-
tion from these key contributors, the 
Cardinals managed to keep up with 
Colby, going back and forth through 
the first four sets and forcing a deci-
sive fifth. The Cardinals actually led 
the fifth set at one point by a score of 
11-8. However, in the ensuing points, 
calls on a series of spikes that landed 
close to the boundary lines seemed 
to continually fall in Colby’s favor. 
Farris, for one, didn’t buy these calls.

“The refs weren’t consistent in 
calling the match,” Farris said. “The 
few bad calls that they made in the 
fifth set took the momentum away 
from us and led to Colby’s final run, 
which was really unfortunate.”

Momentum Stalls for Volleyball
With Fourth NESCAC Loss

With an 11-8 lead, the 
Cardinals needed only four more 
points to close the door but were 
unable to do so. Colby won seven 
of the final eight points to secure 
a victory. It was a disappointing 
and frustrating loss for Wesleyan, 
during which several different 
things seemed to go wrong.

Not that these Cardinals 
are the type of team to dwell on 
that for too long. After all, they 
have a Maine road trip looming 
next weekend against a pair of 
NESCAC foes.

“We are expecting to do very 
well against Bowdoin and Bates,” 
Farris said.

Bowdoin in particular poses 
a difficult challenge; the team has 
found success so far, getting off to 
a 5-1 start in its NESCAC record. 
But the Cardinals have faced this 
sort of adversity before and are 
confident that they can win these 
coming matches and bounce 
back.

“Just because Bowdoin has 
a 5-1 NESCAC record doesn’t 
mean that we aren’t expecting to 
win,” Farris said. “Middlebury 
was undefeated, and we beat 
them."
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Staff Writer

In a heartbreaking loss, the 
women’s soccer team was defeated in 
overtime 1-0 on Saturday, Oct. 12 
by Little Three rival Williams. The 
Cardinal defense turned in an ex-
tremely strong performance for over 
100 minutes of play, with goalkeeper 
Jessica Tollman ’15 leading the way 
with six saves.

Both Wesleyan and Williams 
have been exceptional this year on the 
defensive side of the ball. Going into 
Saturday’s matchup, both teams were 
allowing an average of less than one 
goal per game against NESCAC op-
ponents. As the game played out, it 
became apparent that whoever scored 
first would almost definitely win.

Although Wesleyan got off a to-
tal of only four shots, they were not 
without their chances throughout the 
game. The Cardinals began to build 
very strong momentum toward the 
end of the first half, when they had 
two corner kicks within the last five 
minutes of the period.

Kaylie Williams ’16 took both 
corner kicks for Wes in the first half, 
and both times she was able to put 
the ball in good spots in the box. The 
Ephs were able to clear the ball out of 
a crowd on the first with about five 
minutes left in the half. Wesleyan got 
a shot off on the second corner with 
about 20 seconds remaining in the pe-
riod, but it ended up sailing high and 
over the crossbar.

Both teams continued to play 
evenly throughout the first overtime 
until the Ephs put home the game-
winner with just over two minutes re-
maining. Williams put a high through 
ball into the box from about thirty 
yards out, but the danger seemed to 
be averted when a Wesleyan defender 
headed away. However, the header 
went directly to Eph forward Kristi 
Kirshe, who fired a hard shot over 
Tollman for the win.

“We definitely had places where 
we were outplaying them enough to 
win,” said Cardinals defender Anne 
Coyle ’17. “It felt good to be able 
to compete with a team that’s usu-
ally considered to be at the top of the 

NESCAC, so it definitely made us feel 
good about the season going forward.”

Kerry Doyle ’14, Hannah 
Knudsen ’14, Kaylie Williams ’16, 
and Carly Swenson ’17 all played 
strongly on defense for the Cardinals, 
as it was the fourth time this year that 
the team had played all of regulation 
without allowing a goal. The game was 
also a nice defensive recovery after los-
ing 3-0 to Roger Williams University 
in their previous game.

Although Williams outshot 
Wesleyan 14-4, the Cardinals were 
not stagnant on offense; they were 
able to advance the ball up the field 
throughout the game. Marisa Yang 
’16 led the Cardinals in shots with 
two, while Tess Daggett-Edenholm 
’17 and Chrissy Gonzalez-Gandolfi 
’17 each recorded one shot as well.

“I think it was more us connect-
ing than their defense having anything 
too special,” Coyle said.

The Cardinals’ next game comes 
at Amherst on Saturday, Oct. 19 as 
Wesleyan continues to look for its first 
NESCAC win of the year. The team 
has turned in plenty of close games so 
far and is constantly improving on the 
offensive end.

“I think [the game against 
Williams] was definitely an improve-
ment,” Coyle said. “Our coach keeps 
telling us that instead of just playing 
45 minutes, we played the whole 90, 
and that’s what needs to be done in 
order to win.”

Wesleyan will need to continue 
its strong defensive play in order to 
compete with Amherst next week; 
the Lord Jeffs currently rank second 
in NESCAC play in goals scored this 
season. Last year, the Cardinals lost to 
Amherst in overtime 1-0 in a tough 
game marked by an impressive nine 
saves from Wesleyan goalkeepers.

At this point in the season, the 
Cardinals are putting emphasis on 
getting better every single practice, 
and making sure that there is never a 
lack of effort.

“Each practice, we’ve been focus-
ing on each player giving an extra two 
percent from what they gave their last 
time out,” Coyle said. “If we can keep 
that going, I think we’ll have a shot 
to win.”

Women’s Soccer Falls 
to Williams Barrage

Chrissy Gonzalez-Gandolfi ’17 got off one of the few attempts on net 
for women's soccer, but Wesleyan ultimately fell to Williams 1-0 in 
overtime.

SHANNON WELCH/STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Men’s Soccer Team Fails To 
Capitalize Against Ephs

Charlie Gruner ’17 spearheaded one of the better men’s soccer attacks of the game, but the Cards 
could not score in a 2-0 loss to Williams.

SHANNON WELCH/STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

By Brett Keating
Assistant Sports Editor

Williams came out of the gate with 
far more energy than the men’s soccer team 
had seen all season, and the Cardinals fell 
2-0 at home to their Little Three rival 
in their worst NESCAC loss of the year. 
Trying to catch Wesleyan on its heels af-
ter many teams have tried to slow down 
play against the quick Cardinals, the Ephs 
saw their opponents step up to match their 
pace of play, but not their production.

Two minutes into the game, a strike 
from Williams’ Mohammed Rashid forced 
Wesleyan keeper Emmett McConnell ’15 
to make a gorgeous save, leaping high and 
to his left to catch the well-struck ball. 
Wesleyan looked to strike back 15 minutes 
into the game, when Omar Bravo ’15 put 
an arching corner kick just inside Williams’ 
six. Williams keeper Peter Morrell stayed 
back in net, and a Wesleyan head found 
the ball, but the shot sailed high above the 
goal, preserving the scoreless tie.

Wesleyan had many missed opportu-
nities on Saturday morning, most notably 
four shots when a shooter had space but 
sent the ball flying over the crossbar. Of 
Wesleyan’s nine shots in the first half, only 
two were on goal.

The Cards had another great op-
portunity with 15 minutes remaining in 
the half, when they were awarded a free 
kick from 19 yards out. Brandon Sousa 
’16 lined up to blast one on net, but the 
shot ended up being a weak grounder 
that Morrell fielded easily, neutralizing the 
threat.

The scoring finally got underway in 
the 41st minute, when their outside mid-
fielder Malcolm Moutenot carved a low 

cross through a crowd of defenders. Speedy 
Williams attacker Rashid beat his tracking 
defender outright, cutting through the 
middle of the box and going into a foot-
first slide at the ball. McConnell, who was 
caught on the left side of the goal defend-
ing the pass, had no chance at the shot. 
Williams took its 1-0 lead into halftime.

Wesleyan had a wonderful oppor-
tunity to tie the game early in the second 
half. McConnell’s long punt to midfield 
hit Charlie Gruner ’17, who turned on the 
jets and sliced through the Williams defen-
semen. As Morrell came to meet Gruner, 
the freshman poked a pass across to in-
coming striker Bravo. Bravo had the goalie 
beat and an open net in front of him, but 
he misplayed the ball, which trickled wide.

Ten minutes later, the Birds got two 
corner kicks and the chance to tie the 
game once again. The first, taken by Max 
Jones ’16, found the head of Chris Kafina 
’16, but Kafina couldn’t redirect accurately 
and did not find the net. Two minutes 
later, Jones put another promising corner 
onto the net, but Morrell grabbed the ball 
before anything could come of it.

The game had definite potential to 
get testy after Williams left back Chris 
Conder received his second yellow card in 
the 65th minute. Conder was on his back 
and threw his feet up in the air to kick a 
Wesleyan midfielder standing above him. 
His first caution came in the 22nd minute 
when he went into the Wesleyan box out 
of control and barreled into McConnell. 
Conder was ejected from the game and 
will be awarded a one-game suspension for 
his actions.

Playing a man up after Conder was 
sent off, Wesleyan was still unable to gen-
erate any concrete opportunities as they 

looked to even the game with a score. 
Miscommunication plagued the Cards 
when they had the 11-on-10 advan-
tage.

In the 81st minute, Sousa was 
stripped of the ball on a standing tackle 
from Eph midfielder Geoff Danilick, 
who swept the ball out to Moutenot, 
who once again split the defense with 
his pass to Rashid. McConnell decided 
his best bet was to attack the ball on 
the 18. Rashid had a beautiful touch 
under the outstretched goalie glove, 
beating the keeper in a footrace to the 
ball. Rashid finished on the open net 
to put Williams up 2-0.

McConnell was touched up for 
multiple goals for the first time in his 
varsity career, though he managed to 
save 8 of Williams’ 10 shots on net. 
Morrell earned his fifth shutout of the 
season at Wesleyan’s expense, saving all 
three of the Cardinals’ shots.

Williams improved to 4-2-0 in 
the NESCAC, 7-2-0 overall, while 
Wesleyan fell to 4-2-0 in the ’Cac, 5-4-
1 overall. The loss dropped Wesleyan 
into a momentary tie for second place 
in the conference with the Ephs and 
Tufts. However, Williams was shut out 
the following day at Bowdoin and fell 
back into third place. Wesleyan now 
has sole possession of second place after 
Tufts also suffered a loss last weekend.

The top two teams in the confer-
ence will face off next Saturday, Oct. 
19 as Wesleyan travels to undefeated 
Amherst, the number three team 
in the country. A win at Amherst is 
Wesleyan’s only chance to stay in the 
running for a Little Three champion-
ship.


