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By Brett Keating
Assistant Sports Editor

The men’s soccer team improved 
to 5-3 overall and 4-1 in the NESCAC 
on Saturday, Oct. 5, defeating the 
Colby Mules 1-0 in the second over-
time period. Matt Lynch ’15 netted the 
golden goal in the 107th minute to win 
it for the Cardinals.

Omar Bravo ’15 set up the play 
initially, bringing the ball down the 
right side and tapping a pass back to 
Hans Erickson ’16 as Lynch made his 
way into the center box. Erickson then 
sent the ball with one touch inside the 
six, where Lynch easily met the ball 
with his head and beat Colby keeper 
Cody Funkhouser for the game-winner.

The goal was Lynch’s first of his 
college career. He is playing his first 
season on the varsity squad, starting 
most games at striker. He acknowl-
edged Erickson’s integral role in the 
play.

Lynch’s Golden Goal: Men’s 
Soccer Team Tops Colby 1-0

“It was the perfect service by 
Hans,” Lynch said. “This was exactly 
what the team needed. Heading the 
ball in the back of the net was very 
simple thanks to that pass.”

The Cardinals improved to 15-1 
all-time against Colby, which has lost 
every game in the matchup since the 
first time they met in the 1978 season. 
Wesleyan has won 15 straight games 
against the Mules since then, beat-
ing Colby in every season since 2000, 
when the NESCAC began its 10-game 
conference schedule. The Cardinals 
also beat the Mules in a 2009 playoff 
game.

Colby, though, looked poised to 
reverse the past on Saturday when the 
team sent the game into overtime for 
just the third time against Wesleyan. 
Both teams landed their shares of 
punches throughout the battle, putting 
six shots on goal apiece.

Brandon Sousa ’16, who put two 
shots on goal in this contest, has been 

gaining more attention from oppos-
ing defenses in recent games. Before 
Lynch, Sousa had the best chance to 
net the winning goal when he put a 
hard shot on net in the 84th minute 
of the game.

Funkhouser made a beautiful 
save on Sousa’s team-leading 25th 
shot on goal of the season. The 
junior netminder made five saves 
in the contest, and he is second in 
the NESCAC with 6.17 saves per 
game.

Tending Wesleyan’s goal was 
Emmett McConnell ’15, who 
turned in another quality start by 
stopping all six shots on goal that he 
faced. McConnell has the best goals 
against average and save percentage 
in the NESCAC. Saturday was his 
third shutout of the season, all three 
of which have been against confer-
ence opponents.
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By Courtney Laermer
Staff Writer

On Tuesday, Oct. 8, Aharon 
Barak gave the 23rd annual Hugo 
L. Black Lecture on Freedom of 
Expression titled “Human Dignity and 
Free Speech.” Barak is a Professor of 
Law at the Interdisciplinary Center in 
Herzliya, Israel and he was formerly the 
President of the Israeli Supreme Court.

The Hugo L. Black lecture se-
ries alternates between fall and spring 
semesters. Each year’s lecture fo-
cuses on the First Amendment of the 
Constitution, specifically on freedom 
of speech.

“Students who attend one or 
more of [the Hugo L. Black lectures] 
during their time at Wesleyan benefit 
from hearing influential thinkers ad-
dress topics in this area,” said Dean 
of the Social Sciences and Director of 

Global Initiatives Joyce Jacobsen.
University Communications 

Manager of Media and Public Relations 
Kate Carlisle also noted that the Hugo 
L. Black Lecture offers a unique per-
spective for the entire community to 
hear.

“One of the great things about 
these lectures is that they really bring 
the community together about a topic 
that is very important but [that] we 
do not think about all of the time,” 
Carlisle said. “We are used to freedom 
of speech and freedom of expression, 
but it is not often that we hear some-
body talk about it in a different light.”

Barak served as a justice on the 
Israeli Supreme Court from 1978 to 
1995 and as president from 1995 to 
2006. He currently lectures at Yale 
University.

BLACK, page 3

“In The Next Room (or The Vibrator Play),” directed by Kirby Sokolow ’14, opens in the Patricelli 
’92 Theater this weekend. See page 10 for more.

ANDREW RIBNER/FOOD EDITOR

By Jenny Davis
Staff Writer

At first glance, it was nearly im-
possible to pick Jesse Boyd and Kyle 
Newman out of the pack of students 
by Usdan. From their sportswear to 
their backpacks, Boyd and Newman 
dressed the part of college students—
except, of course, for the yards of thick 
blue rope coiled in their arms.

I caught up with Boyd and 
Newman at the picnic tables outside 
Usdan after a University official had 
asked them to temporarily take down 
the slackline they had attached to trees 
in front of North College.

“They said they liked watching 
us, and that we could come back—
just not today,” said Boyd, laughing. 

Hugo Black Lecture 
Stirs Controversy

“There were dignitaries on campus, 
and they didn’t want us to get hurt or 
anything.”

For the unfamiliar, slacklining 
involves balancing on a narrow, flex-
ible piece of webbing that is strung be-
tween two anchor points, usually two 
trees. The sight of students wobbling 
their way from one tree to another (or 
gracefully walking, if you have those 
kinds of skills) has become fairly com-
mon at the University lately, largely 
thanks to Boyd and Newman.

The two of them have a Facebook 
page, New England Slackers, which 
they update regularly with the loca-
tion of their next adventure (Jackson 
Field, for example, or local parks) and 
hope to attract people interested in 
trying their hands—or feet—at the 

sport. Their first setup was outside 
North College because, as both 
slackers attested, the University has 
the best trees in the area.

“A decent amount of people 
have come by,” Boyd said. “I’d 
guess that 30 or 40 people came to 
look, and about half tried it out. 
Most of those people came back 
to try again the next time because 
they had so much fun. And then a 
lot of people just want to watch to 
see you fall.”

Boyd and Newman live 
in Middletown, just a few 
blocks off campus. Both work 
at EMPOWER, a local zip line 
company, and both were raised 

SFCC Hosts Platform 
for Healing, Awareness

By Sofi Goode
Staff Writer

The picture is set in a park; 
fall leaves blur in the background 
of a large, white poster that reads 
in big, bold letters, “You wanted it, 
though.”

Project Unbreakable Founder 
Grace Brown posted this photo-
graph on Tumblr on Nov. 6, 2011. 
It was the first image in the Project 
Unbreakable collection, a series of 
photographs aiming to help survi-
vors of sexual violence heal through 
art. On Oct. 7, 2013, Brown and 
Project Unbreakable Director Kaelyn 
Siversky came to the University to 
present the now-famous collection 
and explain its purpose.

Photographs for Project 

Unbreakable depict survivors of sex-
ual assault holding signs with words 
said to them by their attacker or by 
someone in whom they confided 
about their assault. Brown takes a 
number of these photographs, but 
survivors can also submit their own 
through the Project Unbreakable 
website. Siversky explained how 
these images help survivors of sexual 
violence in the healing process.

“There’s a grace in it, in offering 
survivors a platform to say exactly 
what needs to be said while requir-
ing very little from them,” Siversky 
said. “It’s a place where their stories 
are believed without hesitation.”

While these photographs were 
originally limited to pictures of the 
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CHONG GU/STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Aharon Bharak delivered the 23rd Annual Hugo L. Black Lecture on 
Tuesday, Oct. 8 in Memorial Chapel.
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By Hilary Brumberg
Contributing Writer

Abbot of Zen Mountain 
Monastery Konrad Ryushin Marchaj 
ate with, spoke to, and meditated 
with University students, faculty, and 
community members on Monday, 
Oct. 7 and Tuesday, Oct. 8.

On Monday, Marchaj spoke in 
Memorial Chapel, delivering a lec-
ture titled “ZEN: and What Happens 
When You Forget the Self.” Before 
his talk, he ate Thai food with stu-
dents and answered their questions 
concerning Buddhism.

He opened the talk by explain-
ing why he chooses to speak to col-
lege students on a personal level.

“The reason why...this works 
very much in this context is that 
when I think back and place myself 
in my life in the late teens and early 
twenties, [I think] about what my 
life was like and how desperately I 
was searching for something without 
knowing I was searching for some-
thing,” Marchaj said. “[I remember] 
how hungry I was, and how I was 
satisfying this hunger with every-
thing that had nothing to do with 
it. It turns out that it was this that 
I was looking for. I was working my 
way towards the completeness of my 
humanity.”

Marchaj explained how college 
students can apply zazen, a form of 
meditation, to their busy schedules.

Marchaj Discusses Buddhism in College
“Please start by deeply appreci-

ating where you are,” he said. “You’re 
in an amazing position to be here, to 
find your way, whatever you’re go-
ing through. Suck the life out of this 
place. Not just the education, but 
the friendships and the mentorships 
you can seek. Inspire your teacher-

Let them learn from you. Don’t rebel 
against the establishment; use the 
establishment and the fact that you 
are here. Take a moment once a week 
and just reflect on your needs. What 
does your heart need?”

On Tuesday morning, Marchaj 
practiced zazen with a small group 
for about 30 minutes in the me-
diation room of Buddhist House 
(BuHo). He then answered partici-
pants’ questions about Buddhism, 
Zen, and how these teachings can ap-
ply to college life.

In response to one question, he 
explained why zazen is traditionally 

practiced with the eyes open.
“There are many things that will 

come up with your eyes closed that 
will pull you away from that sense of 
wakefulness,” Marchaj said. “There’s 
the basic association that people 
bring, that I bring, that you bring, 
when you close your eyes that we’re 
checking out or falling asleep. That’s 
actually proven scientifically. When 
you close your eyes, you’re accessing 
a deep associative state. Your mind is 
essentially speeding up in terms of 
being free as far as fantasy and sub-
conscious chatter. Sleep waves, delta 
waves get activated, and you begin 
falling asleep.”

He also emphasized the differ-
ence between seeing and looking.

“The more practice-oriented 
reason is that what you’re trying to 
do is look at the world and see it, 
but without any pragmatic necessity 
to organize it for yourself,” he said. 
“Train yourself to see, without look-
ing, without solidifying your visual 
experience into things.”

BuHo manager Nikki Dodd ’15 
helped coordinate Marchaj’s visit to 
the University as one of the house’s 
six required events per semester. 
She noted that he has spoken at the 
University several times before, as 
well as at other colleges throughout 
New England, and  that he leads a 
meditation retreat for college stu-
dents in March.

“The talk and meditation were 

really insightful,” she said. “We asked 
the questions that were on our minds. 
We asked about his life, both before 
and after he joined the monastery.”

Sarah Koch ’16, who has prac-
ticed some meditation before, said 
she thinks Marchaj is a good exem-
plar of meditation and that he was 
very articulate when describing ab-
stract concepts.

“Obviously, we all want the goal 
of being really present all the time,” 
Koch said. “I liked that he’s sort of 
taught us how to do that a little bit. 
He explicitly said that if we do it 
every day, and our brains...wander 
every 10 seconds...it’s O.K. because 
that’s the training process. I thought 
that was really comforting. When I 
was sitting for meditation, literally 
every two counts I had a thought. It 
was really hard.”

Mira Klein ’17, who also attend-
ed the mediation session, found the 
environment to be very welcoming.

“People don’t usually think of 
taking 25 minutes out of their day 
just to sit—not just to relax, but to 
focus on the relationship between 
your being and your thoughts,” Klein 
said. “It was interesting to feel and 
mentally observe the process of my 
own thinking, which is something 
that usually just ‘appears.’ I like the 
idea that being aware of what is in-
side your head makes you more pres-
ent in interactions with the world 
around you.”

survivors’ signs, over time some sur-
vivors have asked to include their 
faces or bodies in the frame. The 
project does not require survivors to 
identify themselves, but Brown hopes 
that showing survivors will help break 
down misconceptions surrounding 
sexual violence.

“We’re often taught that it mat-
ters what we wear, what we do, or 
what we say,” Brown said. “But the 
fact is that our society is teaching 
us ‘don’t get raped’ instead of ‘don’t 
rape.’ Another stereotype surrounding 
sexual assault is that it’s someone we 
don’t know, that it’s a stranger hiding 
in an alleyway. But so often it’s some-
one we do know, someone who loves 
us.”

Kara Wernick ’14 and Sexual 
Assault Response Team intern Rachel 
Verner ’15 organized the event 
through Students for Consent and 
Communication (SFCC). Verner 
hoped that bringing Brown and 
Siversky to campus would help stu-
dents connect with the project and 
understand its power within the sur-
vivor community.

“It wasn’t just this [blog] that 
some genius came up with,” Verner 
said. “It was a student that was going 
to school, studying photography, and 
ended up dropping out to pursue this. 
It was what she wanted to do, and it 
was what she was passionate about. It 
meant something to her, and that in 
itself is often greater than the power 
behind some of these bigger cam-
paigns that might be run nation-wide, 
but there’s not the personality behind 
them, not the realness or the raw emo-
tion there.”

Wernick explained that SFCC 
hoped Brown and Siversky’s talk 
would have an educational aspect as 
well.

“The whole point of the project 
now is that it really does a great job of 
humanizing the statistics surrounding 
this issue,” Wernick said. “It incorpo-

rates everything from childhood abuse 
to one-time events, everyone from 
young children to people in their 
adult lives.”

Wernick added that the project 
breaks down stereotypes regarding 
sexual assault.

“It challenges a lot of the myths 
regarding consent,” she said. “You’ll 
have people holding signs with quota-
tions from their spouses who assumed 
that by virtue of being married, you 
don’t need to seek consent. There are 
people holding up signs that reference 
the fact that they were drunk and 
challenge the fact that people think 
an intoxicated individual can give 
consent. You’ll have male survivors, 
female survivors, queer survivors, 
non-queer survivors. You’ll have a 
whole spectrum.”

Counseling and Psychological 
Services Therapist and Sexual Assault 
Resource Coordinator Alysha Warren 
was present at the event and avail-
able for support both during and af-
ter the lecture. Warren hopes Project 
Unbreakable can foster discussion and 
action on campus.

“[Project Unbreakable] pro-
vides an opportunity to engage more 
people in the conversation about pre-
vention,” Warren wrote in an email 
to The Argus. “We don’t just want 
them to join the conversation though, 
but to get truly engaged and to be-
gin think[ing] about ways that they 
can work on sexual violence preven-
tion in their spheres of influence. It 
doesn’t have to be complicated; it can 
involve becoming an active bystander 
or changing behaviors that subtly re-
inforce rape culture.”

Warren believes that the project 
emphasizes rhetoric when speaking to 
survivors.

“It highlights the impact of lan-
guage,” Warren wrote. “Some of the 
signs depict things that people said 
while presumably trying to be help-
ful—it challenges us to be mindful of 
language and to think before we speak 
so we’re not reinforcing aspects of rape 

SFCC: Project Unbreakable Creator Visits
Continued from front page

culture like putting the onus on the 
survivor to prevent an assault or [...] 
expecting survivors to respond in a 
certain way.”

Although the photographs help 
raise awareness about sexual violence, 
their primary purpose is to help sur-
vivors. Brown concluded her pre-
sentation with the belief that every 
survivor and every photo in Project 
Unbreakable helps others gain control 
and heal.

“Project Unbreakable, and the 
participants involved, is a symbol of 
hope,” Brown said.

Kimberly Berry ’15 attended 
the presentation after seeing Project 
Unbreakable online and noted that 
meeting Brown and Siversky changed 
her perspective on sexual violence.

“Before, it was just photos of 
women, and it’s kind of sad,” Berry 
said. “To hear [Brown] spin the posi-
tive aspect of it, to hear how people 
started to show their faces or how 
other people reacted to their sexual 
violence experience, it was really 
amazing.”

The lecture also served as the 
kickoff event for the University’s own 

version of Project Unbreakable. SFCC 
will begin working to photograph sur-
vivors of sexual violence on campus 
holding signs with the words of their 
attackers on them. It aims to put the 
pictures on display by Thanksgiving.

“We’ll be putting up [the 
Wesleyan photos] in some sort of safe 
space,” Verner said. “Students can 
choose to enter it. The hope is that 
by doing so we’ll be able to make stu-
dents who aren’t necessarily involved 
with the issue realize just how perti-
nent it is in our community. Maybe 
that’s their friend holding up a poster 
of something that their other friend 
said to them.”

Berry thinks this will be helpful 
to the campus community.

“Project Unbreakable exposes a 
lot of rape culture that a lot of people 
on this campus think is gone, but it’s 
really not,” Berry said. “It shows the 
campus that this is a thing that’s hap-
pening and we should be aware of it. 
There are still people that are making 
excuses; there are still victims hiding. 
It’s important that it spreads the mes-
sage to campus that these things are 
real.”

C/O DAILYNEBRASKAN

Creater of Project Unbreakable Grace Brown spoke at Wesleyan on 
Monday, Oct. 7.

Take a moment 
once a week 

and just reflect 
on your needs. 
What does your 

heart need?                
—Marchaj
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“Professor Barak is a very important 
jurist,” Jacobsen said. “We are    fortunate 
that he also visits Yale Law School each fall 
to give a series of classes, and so we were 
able to have him come to us as well while 
he is over here from Israel and in residence 
in New Haven.”

Throughout the presentation, Barak 
discussed the First Amendment and its 
perception in different countries, con-
centrating on the definition of human 
dignity.

“Human dignity cannot be limited,” 
Barak said. “Human dignity means a free 
view of the human being. It means that 
every man or woman is an operational hu-
man being.”

He elaborated on this concept by 
drawing from personal experience with a 
particular legal case.

“We decided in a line of cases that 
dignity includes free speech—not every 
free speech—but the dignitary part of free 
speech is part of our dignity,” Barak said.

The event generated varied respons-
es from the University community.

“It was really fascinating to hear 
about how the recently constitutional 
right to free speech was developed in 
Israel, especially because it is something 
so taken for granted in the United States,” 
said Mira Klein ’17. “It is easy to forget 
that something like free speech that is held 
as a core value in a society might not be 
explicitly reflected in its constitution, and 
how despite these values it is very difficult 

to put these values into law.”
Yet others disagreed with that for 

which Barak stands. Before and during 
the presentation, a number of students 
and community members held up ban-
ners and signs of protest outside of the 
Memorial Chapel.

Member of Wesleyan Students 
for Justice in Palestine (WesSJP) Justine 
Mitchell ’15 was one of the students in-
volved in the protest, and she drafted a 
press release concerning the issue with 
other members of WesSJP and the greater 
community. The press release was pub-
lished on Tuesday, Oct. 8.

“Inviting a senior Israeli judge to lec-
ture us on freedom of expression will serve 
to further normalize the illegal Israeli oc-
cupation of Palestine,” Mitchell said, read-
ing from the press release. “As President of 
the Israeli Supreme Court, Aharon Barak 
was complicit in a military occupation 
that, day after day, violates human rights 
and international law. Judge Barak did not 
hold Israel accountable for the injustices 
being committed, but we will.”

In this press release, Dan Fischer ’12 
expressed his disapproval of the speaker.

“When my alma mater invites a top 
judge who legalized Israel’s separation 
wall and sanctioned torture, they make 
apartheid seem legitimate,” Fischer said. 
“Barak’s court disregarded international 
law, which says the occupation is illegal 
and Palestinians are constantly being de-
nied basic freedoms of speech and move-
ment.”

Barak was chosen to be this year’s 

speaker in an effort to increase the num-
ber of speakers who reside outside of the 
United States. Jacobsen expressed her 
belief that having a speaker from another 
country helps to present international 
viewpoints.

“It is interesting to hear about free 
speech issues in the framework of another 
country’s legal system,” Jacobsen said.

Klein expressed the same sentiment.
“It was a reminder that a country’s 

law develops independently,” she said. 
“Even the laws of any two democracies 
will not be exactly the same.”

Black: Aharon Barak Lectures 
on Free Speech, Students Protest

By Matthew Shelley-Reade
Contributing Writer

On Wednesday, Oct. 9, stu-
dents and administrators partici-
pated in a workshop titled “Does 
Money Buy Education?” The 
event, led by Wesleyan Diversity 
Education Facilitators (WesDEF) 
Julie Hsia ’14 and Micaela Kaye 
’16, focused on the role a student’s 
socioeconomic background has on 
hir education, both in high school 
and in college.

“[We] thought it would be 
interesting to see how money is 
involved in the college admissions 
process, how it is distributed in 
high schools, and how that creates 
advantages and disadvantages,” 
Kaye said. “We also wanted to 
know how much your socioeco-
nomic background plays a role in 
the education you receive.”

Hsia and Kaye started the 
workshop by having attendees cre-
ate a mock high school budget. 
Students had to allocate funds be-
tween faculty salaries, administra-
tive salaries, science, athletics, mu-
sic and arts, student resources, and 
building management. After each 
group shared its budget with the 
others, the leaders showed a bud-
get used by New York City public 
schools in 2006.

The contrast between budgets 
perturbed Eric Zepeda ’17, who 
attended the workshop.

“I was surprised to learn how 
little money is actually allocated to 
student resources,” Zepeda said. 
“Without providing students with 
such basic resources as transporta-
tion, it becomes clear why many 
students fall behind in their stud-
ies.”

During the next activity, stu-
dents were given cards assigning 
them new identities with new so-
cial and economic backgrounds, 
races, classes, sexual orientations, 
and parents’ education levels.

Students were then told to 
take a step forward for each char-
acteristic deemed favorable by so-
ciety, such as being able to afford 
an SAT prep class, and a step back-
ward for those that society consid-
ers unfavorable, such as needing 
to work instead of being able to 
afford the same prep course. As 
the students were dispersed by 
their progressions or regressions, 
sections were ultimately separated 
and given acceptance to Wesleyan, 
a state university, community col-
lege, or no university at all.

Abel Sandoval ’15 approved 
of the activity.

“I really liked the simula-
tion,” Sandoval said. “It really put 
into perspective the advantage in-
come has on education. I think the 

Workshop Explores 
Education Economics

first step in addressing a problem is 
to...discuss it. Some topics, like class, 
seem taboo on campus, so it’s impor-
tant to improve understanding.”

The role of money in education 
is important, specifically in the con-
text of the University.

“People have begun to scratch 
the surface with the financial aid de-
bate,” Hsia said. “Hopefully we can 
go deeper in this workshop.”

Hsia was referring to the 
University’s transition last year to a 
financial aid plan that would admit 
roughly 90 percent of the freshman 
class on a need-blind basis and 10 
percent on a need-aware basis.

“Our education is flawed, as it 
allows unequal access to education,” 
Kaye said. “This debate is relevant 
at the University as well. Financial 
aid doesn’t cover everything here, so 
there are differences, be it subtle, be-
tween classes.”

Director of Financial Aid John 
Gudvangen and Dean for Diversity 
and Student Engagement Renee 
Johnson-Thornton also participated 
in the workshop. Johnson-Thornton 
said that she was attracted to the 
workshop for both professional and 
personal reasons.

“I identify as a first-generation 
college student from a low-income 
family, so of course I was interested 
in the topic,” Johnson-Thornton 
said. “But in a professional sense, I’m 
constantly talking to students about 
how money is a barrier at Wesleyan. 
Students shouldn’t be encountering 
barriers here.”

Johnson-Thornton noted that 
she values the efforts of groups like 
WesDEF to raise awareness and cre-
ate spaces for discussion on these top-
ics.

“I appreciate the call for stu-
dents to start organizations around 
this issue,” Johnson-Thornton said. 
“A few years ago, a student group 
formed around first-generation col-
lege students, but it fizzled out after 
a couple years.”

She added that the dialogue was 
so thought-provoking that the work-
shop’s end felt abrupt.

“For a minute, I couldn’t be-
lieve it was over,” she said. “The is-
sue of school options based on class 
is such an important issue; there’s a 
lot to talk about. Nonetheless, it was 
a powerful experience.”

Kaye hopes that the workshop 
will spark future discussion and or-
ganizational effort surrounding the 
issue.

“This group is dedicated to cre-
ating open dialogue and space on 
campus to talk about social justice 
issues,” Kaye said. “If people want 
to do something after this, it’s im-
portant for us to know how we can 
supplement this course of action and 
act as a support system.”

Continued from front page

CHONG GU/STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Former President of the Israeli 
Supreme Court Aharon Barak 
visited campus on Tuesday.

LAUREN CHANG/STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Students and administrators participated in a series of exercises 
meant to foster dialogue about money as it relates to access to 
education.
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Ted Cruz’s Slimdown: 
Interpreting The Shutdown
By Jake Lahut, ContriButing Writer

The government shutdown cer-
tainly has ins and outs that require a 
Beltway dictionary and it is not nearly 
as simple as any pundit may claim. 
The problem runs deeper than the 
GOP. Despite the overwhelmingly 
boring and cohesive national discus-
sion blaming polarization and grand-
standing, among other things, as the 
main problems, new data shows that 
the real problem is the insurgent far 
Right’s Randian world-view permeat-
ing through the Koch brothers, Jim 
DeMint, or other less expensive mouth-
pieces to Republican Congressmen.

John Boehner? Poor guy: he ei-
ther does the right thing and loses 
the speakership, or he does the wrong 
thing and keeps it, or some third op-
tion I can’t see from WestCo 1. Paul 
Ryan? Who? He’s been nowhere to be 
found publicly during this crisis. Rand 
Paul? He, too, disappeared until stop-
ping by Meet the Press last Sunday, 
where he repeated the party line about 
President Obama, “He just won’t sit 
down and negotiate.” That’s right; Paul 
is doing his iconic pacing and ruminat-
ing without wanting to dismantle his 
signature achievement.

And finally, there’s Ted Cruz. No 
question about it, the freshman senator 
from Texas wants to shake things up. 
Besides a run in 2016, Senator Cruz 
is banking on public distrust and fu-
ture disapproval of the Affordable Care 
Act. The Sun Belt’s mistrust of the first 
black president’s free-market approach 
to universal health care has been well 

documented. In fact, it’s what led to 
this mess in the first place, when the 
Democrats lost the house in the 2010 
midterms.

What appears at first to be a 
Texan impervious to reason, Cruz’s 
persona does not comprise economics 
and facts. I have no idea what the man 
is really like, but his strategy is not as 
stupid as people think; Cruz is smarter 
than most liberals are willing to say he 
is. He was once the high school debate 
champion of Texas, Lincoln-Douglas 
no less. He has Ivy League undergrad 
and graduate degrees. He is a master of 
rhetoric. Given his pull in this crisis, he 
probably has some impressive connec-
tions with the deepest pockets in the 
history of politics—all as a freshman 
senator.

So why is he doing this? He knows 
the common-sense approach that 
many Conservative Americans have 
to politics. If the government blows 
up, all the better. Those moochers and 
power players could use a few weeks off 
of the teat and maybe turn themselves 
around—whatever that means.

As national parks stay closed and 
furloughed employees fester, an eter-
nal image of Paul Ryan reading “Atlas 
Shrugged” figuratively looms over our 
polis. T-bills are selling faster than hot-
cakes after new polling data reveal that 
over two-thirds of Republicans believe 
that going over the debt limit will not 
have severe consequences. Earlier data 
from Gallup show that the GOP is at 
its lowest approval rating since the poll 

on party favorability was created by 
Gallup in 1992.

This dichotomy poses a challenge 
for Conservatives who have long ben-
efited from various manifestations of 
the Southern Strategy that make the 
Right’s portrayal of President Obama 
textbook. It’s too easy to rally up gut-
feeling Conservatives. As much as the 
Joe Scarboroughs and David Brooks 
of the world pull their hair out at 
stuff like this, the teeming masses eat 
it up. They love to see someone stick 
it to that Socialist, Kenyan Obama. 
“We can’t make extortion part of our 
democracy,” Obama says, and their 
favorite local talk radio host responds 
with questions of whether or not he re-
ally went to Harvard.

What Ted Cruz understands is 
that there is enough distrust of Obama 
out there that a win may be possible. 
Sure, it’s nice in principle to see a mi-
nority able to hold its ground in our 
national polis, but we all acknowledge 
that it’s also crazy in this particular in-
stance. Please understand that as much 
as the most conservative people in this 
country hate Obama, we must con-
tinue to articulate our liberal ideology 
in our most polite and logical way. The 
rejectionists who want to erase this 
presidency will not go away, but that 
doesn’t mean that young Wesleyan stu-
dents can go away. Every apolitical step 
you take is a win for Ted Cruz.

Lahut is a member of the class of 
2017.

  
C O L L E G E  of   L E T T E R S: 

C U L T I V A T I N G   T H E   E D U C A T E D   I M A G I N A T I O N. 
 

Open house will be held October 16 at 4:15 p.m. 
in the COL Library,  

41 Wyllys, third floor 
 
 

Yo Aristotle, what 
was up with that 
COLLOQUIUM 
today?!?! 

That discussion 
was off da hook, 
Plato. Antiquity 
colloquium’s 
where it’s at! 
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“Scrubbing In,” Tuning 
Out: Failure of Pop Culture

Imagine: No 
Gabby
By Jenny Davis, staff Writer

The 2004 British documentary 
“A State of Mind” offers a rare look 
inside North Korea. It follows a typi-
cal family’s daily life in Pyongyang, 
the capital city, and its cast of charac-
ters is instantly compelling: there’s the 
gentle physicist father, the twinkly yet 
disciplined mother, and the round-
faced older sister. Hyon Sun, the fam-
ily’s teenage daughter, is a sensitive, 
spirited young gymnast who goes to 
school by day and trains by night.

Hyon Sun is perhaps North 
Korea’s Gabby Douglas. Though 
Hyon Sun wears a modest jumpsuit 
to train, and Gabby sports a shiny 
leotard, the two young athletes are 
more or less analogous in their dili-
gence and talent. The only difference 
between them is that Gabby has an 
autobiography, a signature leotard 
collection, and a gold medal. Hyon 
Sun, on the other hand, is relatively 
anonymous.

The two athletes will never face 
off. North Korea, as the documen-
tary notes, is the least understood, 
most censored society in the world. 
The documentarians give us access 
to never-before-seen footage of Kim 
Jong-il’s birthday celebration during 
which the entire country is given a 
two-day holiday, a trip to the market 
to pick up monthly rations (think 
bald chickens and sacks of rice, and a 
day at school). An English lesson goes 
something like this:

“Are you going to the movies 
tonight?” one young girl shrills at the 
top of her lungs.

“Yes, they’re showing a good 
film about the Korean People’s Army,” 
shouts back her conversation partner, 
a tall, moody girl. (Subtle, commu-
nists. Real subtle.)

The Korean People’s Army is 
everywhere. Most notably, they’re the 
unsmiling men in the stands of the 
Mass Games, which are sort of the 
equivalent of our Olympics, except 
that they are not a competition, but a 
quest for the approval of the Beloved 
Leader. Hyon Sun and her peers train 
seven days a week for the Games, 
which must be ready to be performed 
spontaneously. One never knows 
when Kim Jong-il (who has since 
died, but ruled during the documen-
tary’s filming) will get a hankering for 
synchronized dancing.

The Mass Games are a show of 
national pride; the communistic ideal 
of oneness is epitomized by the grace-
ful, synchronized twisting of gym-
nasts’ bodies and steady, crisp waving 
of red flags. The Games are a display 
of the surrender of the self to the col-
lective, and Hyon Sun, our heroine, is 
totally on board with this.

For Hyon Sun, the threat of 
being dropped from the Games en-
tirely looms large. The coach, a stern 
figure in a black jumpsuit who con-
fesses only to the documentarians that 
Hyon Sun is talented, is the warden 
of this threat and revives it as needed. 
Hyon Sun arrives home late at night 

to a cold apartment in Pyongyang, where 
electricity is routinely shut off. The power 
cuts, though, are the only respite from 
the televisions, which are tuned in to a 
propaganda station and permitted to be 
cranked down, but not switched off.

When Hyon Sun breaks her ankle, 
one expects that she’ll take a few weeks off 
to heal. Not so.

“I long for the day when I perform 
for the General, so I train through the 
pain,” Hyon Sun signs to the camera, 
even her subtitles looking wistful.

She, Hyon Sun, has disappeared. 
When she performs, it is as though she is 
the mirror image of North Korea, which 
grows stronger in each of her perfect 
backward bends. North Korea is in her 
soft words, her slightly tensed mouth, 
her focused eyes. There is no Hyon Sun. 
There is only the country.

I’m not sure whether Hyon Sun’s 
selflessness is heroic or twisted. It’s dif-
ficult for me, a product of capitalism, 
to believe that she has no need for glory 
or even appreciation. According to psy-
chologist Abraham Maslow, human mo-
tivation is controlled by needs, and one 
of the most important needs he identifies 
is the one for recognition. The desire to 
be anonymous is a bit baffling. “Why 
do anything if you’ll never be praised for 
it?”wonders the American.

Even our Olympians, who ostensi-
bly represent America, are treated more or 
less as individuals: Gabby Douglas might 
do splits for Team USA, but the med-
als she wins sit in her trophy case alone. 
Michael Phelps might swim on behalf of 
the United States, but it’s his 12,000-cal-
orie-per-day diet that captivates us.

I suppose that’s the fundamental 
difference between our society and a 
communistic one: that people in our so-
ciety stand for themselves first, and for 
their nation second. Maybe giving up 
money, state, and class goes hand in hand 
with giving up the need for recognition. 
One could argue that recognition is a 
means to obtain the things that commu-
nistic societies don’t care about—money, 
for example—but I think it’s something 
more. Praise is its own reward.

I wonder what our society would 
look like if emphasis were taken off indi-
vidual achievement and recognition and 
placed on that of the nation. Maybe it’s a 
question of national pride;  if we felt that 
our nation were more deserving of our at-
tention and sacrifice, would our athletes, 
scientists, writers, artists, philosophers, 
mathematicians, and anthropologists be 
motivated less by glory for themselves 
and more by the betterment of their 
country? Does it need to matter who has 
achieved, or can the achievement be the 
most important thing?

If Hyon Sun shines, so does North 
Korea. Its success is tied up in her, and her 
success is tied up in it. She is not named, 
and she matters. But although the image 
of an entire country is resting on Hyon 
Sun’s straightened shoulders, it’s a burden 
she shares with 25 million others. And 
that might be what makes it bearable.

Davis is a member of the class of 2017. 

By Jenn Cummings, opinion eDitor

“Hellraisers. Heartbreakers. 
Lifesavers. Funseekers.”

That’s the tagline for MTV’s 
newest gem of a reality television show.

If you took “Grey’s Anatomy,” 
threw it in some neon scrubs, and 
bashed it in the head with “The Jersey 
Shore,” that’s what this show would 
look like.

When I first saw the commercial 
for “Scrubbing In,” I was sitting on 
a bright red couch in Cherry Berry. 
I felt upset, which is almost impos-
sible when you’re sitting with a bowl 
of frozen yogurt. I couldn’t even put 
a finger on exactly what disturbed me 
about the trailer; it was an innate, in-
stant hatred.

Perhaps it was the cinematogra-
phy that threw me off. There is a line 
between artful juxtaposition and of-
fensive mashing of images, and MTV 
crossed it when it ran a shot of an intu-
bated older woman lying in a hospital 
bed right after a clip of a glitter-clad, 
intoxicated girl dancing in a club.

Or perhaps I was most offended 
by the scene that followed: the over-
played, zoomed-too-far-in drama shot 
of one of the nurses crying over some-
thing that had apparently gone wrong 
with one of her patients.

“Look, world!” it seems to say. 
“People who enjoy partying are also 
capable of exhibiting human sympa-
thy!”

Or maybe I just hate the entirety 
of reality television culture. Judging by 
my overly bitter reaction to this whole 
thing, it could very well be the case.

However, it’s not just me who 

has had such a strong reaction to the 
soon-to-be-released show. One needs 
only to scroll down to the comments 
section of the home page on MTV’s 
website to get a taste of the criticism. 
Most of the comments are expressions 
of concern from practicing nurses, 
stating that the show disrespects their 
profession or worrying that it will re-
sult in negative interactions with fu-
ture patients.

To an extent, I think these are 
valid concerns. It comes as no sur-
prise that even people who work in a 
medical profession have fun, conduct 
relationships, and make mistakes. By 
no means do I believe that a person’s 
work capacity should be measured 
by hir actions outside of work. There 
was a time when it was okay to be-
lieve that teachers ceased to exist out-
side of school, but a majority of the 
MTV-watching population should be 
mature enough to understand that all 
people of all professions conduct hu-
man lives outside of the workplace.

But “outside” is the key word 
there; it is almost always problem-
atic when personal and private lives 
are blended into one, and this show 
is a prime example. Not only does 
“Scrubbing In” mix two spheres that 
should always be isolated entities, it 
actually uses a profession that depends 
heavily on mutual patient-worker re-
spect as a frame through which it can 
exploit these women’s actions.

No, I have not given this show a 
fair shot. No, I will not be tuning in 
to the premiere on October 24th to 
see if I have made an error in judge-

ment; I am far too busy keeping up 
with “Modern Family,” “New Girl,” 
and “How I Met Your Mother” and re-
watching “The Office” to add a new 
series to my itinerary. 

I like television just as much as 
the next person. I do not harbor any 
hostility toward TV. What drives me 
crazy, though, is this growing trend 
of watching television shows that are 
loosely deemed depictions of “reality,” 
but shed no positive outlook or offer 
any quality content. When I sit down 
to watch an episode of one of my fa-
vorite programs after a day of classes, I 
do not want another dose of reality; I 
want a break from it. 

The expanding popularity of 
shows like “Scrubbing In” does not 
allow for simple entertainment. It 
feeds an unhealthy way of thinking, a 
mentality that at least I don’t have it 
as bad as that guy. “Scrubbing In” is 
certainly not to blame for this destruc-
tive culture, but it adds another ele-
ment: no longer does the reality show 
focus solely on the shenanigans of the 
individuals depicted; it uses the very 
real drama of sick and injured people, 
people whose lives are at stake, to up 
the ante. 

This tendency to push the 
boundaries of acceptable entertain-
ment is exactly what makes these types 
of shows so addicting, but it is also the 
reason that I urge everyone to avoid 
being sucked into the void of reality 
television.

Cummings is a member of the class of 
2016.

Write for opinion!

Contact
jcohen07@wes!

A Frenzied Analysis of “How 
To Do The Michael Roth”
By Josh Cohen, opinion eDitor

From this day forward, I will not 
be able to look at Michael Roth the 
same way again. For all of his accom-
plishments—Wesleyan president, 
three-year graduate, avid blogger, 
Mr. Professor Kari Weil—our fearless 
leader now has a new title to trump 
all the others. He is the inspiration 
behind the latest dance craze to hit 
the Greater Middletown Area. From 
the Butts to Wash and beyond, ev-
eryone wants to know how to do The 
Michael Roth. What I want to know 
is what the Wesleyan community did 
to deserve this wonderful gift.

If you haven’t seen the video yet, 
watch it now. Click the link if you’re 
reading online. Hard copy Argus 
readers, you have my blessing to 
put down this paper and go to your 
Internet-browsing device of choice 
immediately. Honestly, that goes for 
everyone. Watch and rewatch and 
rewatch “How To Do The Michael 
Roth.” This article will still be here 
when you get back. If and when 
you get stuck in a perpetual loop of 
swinging arms and bass as you con-
tinuously press repeat on YouTube, I 
won’t be offended.

Everyone caught up now? 
Fantastic, because I have so many 
questions.

First of all, how do you do The 
Michael Roth? As endlessly entertain-
ing as the video is, there aren’t exactly 
clear instructions. My instinct is to 
take every shot literally and dance just 
as Roth is depicted dancing. After an 
unreasonable amount of consecutive 
viewings, here is my best estimation:

Crouch down from the knees 
while flicking your wrists up to the 
left like you’re some kind of matador 
with a Ph.D. in philosophy. Repeat 

this action until the beat drops. Then 
bounce slightly on your toes as you 
rotate your arms and torso right to 
left, returning to the previous olé 
position with each swing. Allow your 
rainy day pants to billow in the wind 
as a postmodern commentary on 
the popular instance of form-fitting 
clothes, for no clothing could ever 
truly fit the self.

Occasionally move your arms in 
front of you in repeated, brief spasms 
before returning to your full range of 
motion, ensuring you nod your head 
as if to imply, yeah, trick, I am a re-
spected Hegel scholar. Go slo-mo be-
fore gyrating to disjointed positions 
in the dance movement in order to 
dispute the concept of linearity in ex-
amining the past. At this point, the 
color will shift and you will begin 
reciting a commencement address, 
using your full arsenal of idealism 
and charm to urge the new Wesleyan 
graduates to help shape our culture 
culture culture culture culture cul-
ture culture culture culture culture. 
And then the dance basically goes on 
from there.

What kind of mad force of be-
nevolence is behind this masterpiece? 
Betty. The composer of the music and 
video, for now, is just going by Betty. 
Per Wesleying, Betty is a junior who 
plans to include the track on an up-
coming EP. That’s all we know right 
now, which is conflicting for me. On 
one hand, there’s something affirm-
ing about an anonymous Wesleyan 
student releasing these three-plus 
minutes of joyous splendor for the 
betterment of the community and 
the world. Then again, I really want 
to know who Betty is. What is Betty’s 
relationship with Roth? Is Roth go-

ing to be a one-time subject in Betty’s 
music or a perpetual muse? Does 
Betty have a position on the chalking 
ban and how it relates to Freudian 
transference? These are all things I 
need to know.

But my inquiries about this vid-
eo are not purely academic. As easy 
as it would be for me to passively 
admire The Michael Roth, I believe 
it has much greater potential if the 
Wesleyan community backs it with 
its full enthusiasm. We can make The 
Michael Roth huge. We can make 
this shit go viral.

So how do we do that? By doing 
The Michael Roth, of course. Doing 
it everywhere. Do it on the steps of 
Olin. Do it in the middle of Usdan 
brunch. Do it with a PSafe officer. 
Own The Michael Roth, dance on 
the rooftops, film it all, and throw it 
online. Tweet it, Vine it, Instagram 
it. Drop #thisiswhy all day, every-
day, all Roth everything. Consider it 
a social media mission to keep Wes 
weird. Consider it a fun collabora-
tive activity that brings the campus 
together. Consider it an opportunity 
to go wild and do The Michael Roth. 
Whatever your motivation, let’s do 
it. Let’s make the Harlem Shake look 
like some subdued little gathering in 
comparison.

Are there pseudo-psychological 
jokes I could make about Roth’s stu-
dent fostering the online prolifera-
tion of this meme? I’m sure there are, 
but I’m too fired up to care right now. 
I’ve got to get a camera and, like, 
three hundred of my closest friends 
and get to work.

Cohen is a member of the class of 
2014.
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Pumpkin Fest Welcomes 
Autumn, Fosters Community

By Jenny Davis
Staff Writer

Laura Cohen ’14, in overalls and 
braids, walked over to the long line of 
people waiting for free veggie burgers.

“Marigolds?” she offered, and 
began passing out fresh yellow flow-
ers.

This Saturday, Long Lane Farm 
was milling with people attending its 
annual Pumpkin Fest. Elderly folks 
nodded along to the banjo tunes com-
ing from the stage, young children 
wandered from stand to stand, and 
students snapped pictures at booths 
and stomped in the just-fallen leaves.

Cohen was selling homemade 
baked goods, from whole-wheat bread 
with honey to slices of pumpkin pie, 
among other treats.

“It’s awesome!” she said. “There 
are so many people from the commu-
nity, kids, and professors here. There 
are great vibes.”

Not even wasps could dampen 
the mood.

“I bought homemade bread with 
apple jam, and it was really funny 
because there were wasps flying ab-
solutely everywhere,” said Anastasia 
Almyasheva ’17. “The man putting 
jam onto my bread had wasps all over 
him, but he didn’t even care.”

Almyasheva enjoyed visiting the 
other booths as well, which sold ev-
erything from smoothies to spices.

“It was a good opportunity to try 
some of the farm’s produce,” she said. 
“The spice section was really cool, and 
I loved the crafts that they had. There 
were also a lot of little kids there, and 
it was a really joyous atmosphere.”

Coady Johnson ’15 and Kate 
Enright ’15, along with other co-or-
ganizers, had been planning Pumpkin 
Fest since August; both spent the 

summer working on the farm.
“Valerie Marinelli of the College 

of the Environment approached the 
group of students who were staying 
at Wesleyan and asked if any of us 
would like to volunteer to help plan 
the Pumpkin Fest,” Johnson said. 
“This was actually only my second 
Pumpkin Fest, since it was snowed 
out my freshman year due to the in-
famous Snowpocalypse.”

Enright, who spearheaded the 
crafts and bake sales, was overjoyed 
with the feedback from visitors to the 
farm on Saturday.

“I was mostly really happy with 
people’s reactions,” she said. “People 
said it was one of the most positive 
things they’d experienced at Wesleyan, 
which was a big deal.”

Various environmental clubs, 
including the Climate Ambassadors, 
took advantage of Pumpkin Fest to 
set up booths informing the com-
munity about their work. Aly Raboff 
’16, one of three student leaders of 
the Ambassadors, manned her station 
with the help of two small children 
from Middletown who sat on her 
table alternately drinking smoothies 
and asking questions.

“We just started last semester,” 
Raboff said. “We’re here to talk about 
our group, and we have a little quiz 
going to get people interested.”

A representative from Raw 
You-niverse, a Middletown organic 
food store, was serving up signature 
smoothies at a booth near the stage 
where bands were playing.

“They asked us to come last year 
for the first time, and it was so much 
fun that we had to come back,” said 
Larry, the smoothie mixer.

The sound of whirring blend-
ers was just background noise to 
the bands performing on the central 

stage. The first to perform were the 
Highlanders, a folk group featur-
ing Vice President for Finance and 
Administration John Meerts.

“I’ve have a band on campus 
for the past 11 or 12 years,” Meerts 
said. “This is the latest incarna-
tion. I play guitar, harmonica, and 
orchestrate with my feet. I also do 
vocals.”

This was Meerts’ first 
Pumpkin Fest.

“I like the farm, and I’m very 
engaged with it in my official ca-
pacity,” he said. “When there was 
a call out for people to perform, 
my group and I thought it might 
be fun.”

And fun it was—even for 
those in charge. Though he was 
flipping free veggie burgers and 
painting faces for most of the day, 
Johnson was happy to observe the 
Fest.

“It seemed like everyone 
was really enjoying themselves,” 
Johnson said. “My favorite part 
was seeing the kids from the 
Middletown Food Project [MFP]. 
MFP was a program we organized 
over the summer for families who 
had kids on the free lunch program 
at the Snow School….We all really 
bonded a lot, and it was great to 
see them at Pumpkin Fest with 
other people from their neighbor-
hood, since it really is supposed to 
be open to everyone and not just 
people from Wesleyan.”

Enright agreed that observing 
the community engagement was 
her favorite part of the Fest.

“We all had these kids that we 
made friends with this summer,” 
she said. “It was great to see them 
at the Fest, having a lot of fun just 
being on the farm.”

TRISHA ARORA/PHOTO EDITOR

The annual Pumpkin Fest took place at Long Lane Farm this weekend.

By Annie Maxwell and Nick Petrillo
Contributing Writers

Do you have social life concerns? 
Worries about classes? Existential crises 
you need help with? The following is the 
first installment of The Argus’ new advice 
column, featuring real questions dropped 
into our advice box in Usdan by anony-
mous students. Every week, our writers will 
answer your questions to the best of their 
abilities.

What are the benefits of asking a 
newspaper column for advice?

—Debbie Doubter

This question is legitimate. Who 
are we to give advice? What are our cre-
dentials? You should know that although 
this column is published by The Argus, 
it began as a fanciful idea one September 
afternoon on the Usdan patio with two 
friends looking to make their mark on 
the Wesleyan community. (Our names 
are Annie and Nick, in case you hadn’t 
noticed the byline.) Truthfully, we’re just 
a couple of people who like listening and 
want to try to help out. Also, it’s so much 
easier to reflect on strangers’ objective 
problems than to deal with our own (le 
sigh). We’re not just a couple of shmos, 
however; we’ve been told we’re pretty 
good at giving advice, and we take a lot 
of enjoyment out of such a task (just ask 
our friends).

We hope that people will feel as 
though they can ask questions anony-
mously that perhaps they are embar-
rassed to ask otherwise. We’re hoping 
that publishing these questions will 
make all the people who didn’t ask them 
but were wondering the same things feel 
a little better. Our answers are based on 
our own experiences at Wesleyan and 
supplemented by informal interviews 
and polls from students around campus. 
Much of the time, answers take into con-
sideration the opinions of a number of 
your peers who have wondered about or 
dealt with the issues presented in ques-
tions you’ve asked.

Why is there such a strong hookup 
culture here? Why does no one want 
to date me?

—Single & Sad

Have you ever heard the song, 
“Doo Wop (That Thing)” by Lauryn 
Hill? If you haven’t, shame on you, but 
either way, open that up on your browser 
and take a deep breath. Some people are 
only about “that thing, that thing, that 
thiiiing.” Hooking up is the new dat-
ing, didn’t you hear? Just kidding. S&S, 
hookup culture is real, but it’s real every-
where, not just here. Most of us on this 
campus are hormonal, stressed, intense, 
sexy, interesting 20-somethings. Know 
your friend who’s an econ/philosophy 
double major who also plays the didg-
eridoo and hangs out with old people 
on the weekends? Perhaps ze approaches 
dating in the same way: in need of con-

stant stimulation and easily bored. 
Or perhaps that same person is so 
committed everywhere else in life 
that ze just wants some fun and free-
dom in the dating department.

That said, a lot of people do 
want relationships—those students 
just seem less visible. Most people 
don’t say, “I’m going to go out, get 
drunk, and find myself a long-term 
cuddle buddy who’s okay with morn-
ing breath.” After all, drunken week-
end nights are most conducive to this 
hookup culture of which you speak.

In regards to the latter half of 
your question, here’s some tough 
love: stop feeling sorry for yourself 
by assuming that there is something 
inherently wrong with you. Being 
single does not denote defectiveness. 
We’re both single, too, as are many of 
our friends. What you should be ask-
ing is: What’s motivating your desire 
to have a significant other? Have you 
actually met someone/many ones 
whom you have a genuine desire to 
date?

If so, timing is everything. 
Relationships do not just happen 
because you want someone around; 
they happen because you meet the 
right person (or people) and both 
(or all) of you are emotionally/physi-
cally available. Keep in mind that 
freshmen and seniors are probably 
the least likely to settle down: most 
2017ers are looking for fun and ex-
ploring what they want, and 2014ers 
are on their way out and busy as hell, 
although obviously those are not 
hard and fast rules.

Where are you looking for 
someone to date? You’ll have a lot 
more luck finding them in your 
classes, extracurricular activities, or 
through friends than you would if 
you were, say, looking for that one 
special person on the dance floor 
of Beta. Enjoy your life, S&S! Go 
out, have fun, and be open to all the 
wonderful people you encounter. In 
other words, do the things that make 
you happy, and the right person will 
meet you on your chosen path. Some 
people will catch your eye and others 
will not, but by worrying about why 
you’re not with someone, you will 
undoubtedly miss all the fun of get-
ting to that certain someone.

Which way is north from Usdan 
(facing in)?

—A Lost Soul

LS, if you’re facing Usdan from 
Andrus Field looking toward Jackson 
Field and the Center for Film Studies, 
you’re looking north. Also, have you 
ever heard of Google Maps?

Versace. Versace?

—Drake

Medusa head on me like I’m ’lumi-
nati.

The Wespeaks Section is a 
forum for student opinion, 
debate, ideas, rants, quips, 
and anything you want to 
share.

Got an opinion?
    Wanna share it?
        Write a Wespeak!

Submit online: 
wesleyanargus.com
Submit via email: 
argus@wes

Argus Advice Column:
Ask Annie & Nick
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Slackers: New Sport 
Comes to Campus
Continued from front page

in Connecticut: Boyd grew up in 
Manchester and Newman is a native 
of Bristol.

Boyd walked his first line in col-
lege, while taking a yoga class that de-
manded completing yoga poses while 
balancing on the slackline.

“I sucked, so I decided to keep 
doing it,” Boyd said. “You get really 
good at falling.”

Newman agreed that building a 
solid foundation of skills on the line 
takes time and diligence. The slow pro-
gression, though, is ultimately gratify-
ing.

“The process of getting to stand-
ing takes the longest,” Newman said. 
“Then you transition to walking. 
Doing poses—keeping your center of 
gravity when you’re not only focused 
on keeping your feet on the ground—
is sort of the third and final progres-
sion.”

Although slackline groups on 
the West Coast abound (Boyd and 
Newman spoke about California’s 
Balance Committee, which posts where 
its members will be practicing and at-
tracts followers, as well as Northwest 
Slackline, outside of Seattle), there are 
markedly fewer active slackers on the 
East Coast.

“There are adventurous people in 
New England, but they have no outlet 
for slacklining,” Newman said. “We 
decided to start an East Coast-based 
group to let people know what we’re 
doing.”

Boyd and Newman are eager to 
create an expanding slacklining net-
work, and they hope to venture north 
into Vermont and New Hampshire.

“The demographic is definite-
ly younger, and up-and-coming,” 
Newman said. “Lots of college kids are 
into it. I know there are other places 
around here with slacklining commu-
nities, so it would be great to unify 
them. Maybe we could even eventually 

invite the West Coast guys to hang out 
here.”

Boyd is especially excited about 
the possibility of slacklining over 
Wadsworth Falls, which is 50 feet in 
the air—a big step up from the two feet 
that separate slackers from the ground 
in routine practice. For their more dan-
gerous feats, slackers use harnesses.

“You’ve got to have faith in your 
knowledge, and faith in your equip-
ment,” Newman said. “It’s totally safe, 
but it’s scary when you fall for the first 
time and the leash catches you, and 
you’re swinging there.”

Both slackers laughed when asked 
to what extent their parents were in the 
loop, so to speak, about their more ad-
venturous endeavors.

“When my mom saw the highline 
video, she yelled at me,” Boyd said.

A highline, Boyd explained, is a 
raised slackline, usually attached high 
up a tree’s trunk.

Newman noted an element of 
self-competition in slacking.

“I’m always trying to further what 
I can do,” he said.

The slackers also dream of one 
day stringing their line from the chim-
ney of one building to that of another. 
Though the goal might be lofty, it is 
certainly possible.

“It’s all about redefining success,” 
Boyd said. “You go from your first time 
standing up, to standing for 10 sec-
onds, to walking, to going 50 feet up 
in the air.”

C/O WESLEYAN

Slackers in Middletown have all 
of campus tied up.

Young Middletown residents help water flowers in the Ferry Street 
community garden.

 XINYU ZHU/CONTRIBUTING PHOTOGRAPHER

Middletown Garden Initiatives: 
Community Branches Out 

By Gabe Rosenberg
 Assistant Features Editor

Behind Macdonough 
Elementary School in Middletown, 
a garden grows: leafy greens, bell 
peppers, tatsoi, sunflowers, and 
strawberries fill the space. Of course, 
this garden didn’t spring up from 
nowhere; it resulted from a col-
laboration among the University’s 
Middletown Urban GARDENS 
(MUG) group, the North End 
Action Team (NEAT), and the el-
ementary school’s students and 
teachers.

“We built a community garden 
behind Macdonough, took the chil-
dren out there, got them involved 
in actually planting, watering, and 
tending to growing plants there, 
taught them a little about the life-
cycle of plants, and exposed them 
to healthy food,” said James Carter 
’14.

By establishing community 
gardens at local elementary schools 
and in the north end of Middletown, 
MUG aims to promote nutritional 
education and foster a sense of com-
munity through the use of shared, 
sustainable space.

After finishing a stint with 
AmeriCore, Adin Vaewsorn ’15 
wanted to focus his knowledge 
about community engagement into 
an effort to improve local relations 
between the University and the wid-
er community. To this end, he and 
a few others decided on the goals 
of GARDENS, which stands for 
“Generating Agricultural Resources 
and Delivering Education on 
Nutrition in Schools.”

The idea of garden-based nu-
trition education, Vaewsorn said, 
fulfilled more than just one of his 
goals as a University student.

“[It] was a thing I found I 
had a passion for, and I thought it 
would help establish relations be-
tween Wesleyan and Middletown,” 
he said. “It was a win-win in my 
mind.”

In 2011, Vaewsorn spotted an 
empty lot on Ferry Street that was 
owned by a housing corporation 
but not in use at the time. NEAT, a 
grassroots community organization 
that had already built a successful 
community garden on Erin Street, 
had also been eyeing the lot as the 
location for a new public space.

“It wasn’t the prettiest thing 
to look at, but it looked like a 
place that had so much potential,” 
Vaewsorn said.

According to Pierre Gerard ’15, 
the garden also satisfied a need for 
connection within the incongruent 
Ferry Street area. Large apartments 
and the Wharfside Commons de-
velopment, which consists of high-
density residences with large turn-
over rates, surrounds the garden.

“[We wanted to] create a space 
that people who are constantly com-
ing and going can hold onto while 
they’re there,” Gerard said.

NEAT acquired the property, 
and MUG provided the muscle to 
make some changes. According to 
Janika Oza ’15, the group cleaned 
up the trash, moved the rocks, used 
a brush mower to clear the five-foot-
high weeds, and replaced the lead-
laden soil with a healthy mulch of 
manure, woodchips, and cardboard.

As for what to do with the 
space, MUG asked the commu-
nity, believing that those who ben-
efit most from shared spaces should 
have the final say in their use. 
Members of the group went door-
to-door asking if households were 
interested in owning sections of the 
garden, and, if so, what they wanted 
to grow.

“It was the kids who made the 
decisions,” Vaewsorn said. “They were 
very excited about their vegetables.”

MUG then supplied the plants, 
receiving donations of discounted or 
free seeds from local stores. The result-
ing area is a mix of individually owned 
and managed plots, all of which are cur-
rently occupied, and a common area of 
four beds open to public consumption, 
which Middletown gardeners volunteer 
to maintain.

The support of NEAT, which has 
a strong relationship with Middletown, 
proved instrumental to the involvement 
of North End residents in the project.

“With an emphasis upon demo-
cratic neighborhood leadership and 
community coalition building on an 
issue-by-issue basis, NEAT has devel-
oped successful programs and initia-
tives aimed at responsible revitalization 
and has become a grassroots commu-
nity organization dedicated to the de-
velopment of indigenous participation 
and leadership within the North End 
neighborhood,” wrote NEAT Executive 
director Bobbye Peterson in an email to 
the Argus.

The team was formed in 1997 in 
response to the area’s broad disinvest-
ment, neighborhood violence, and 
widespread poverty, Peterson noted. 
NEAT makes its greatest impact in 
providing affordable housing redevel-
opments, and its experience with pro-
moting public spaces made the garden 
project more doable.

“[NEAT is] the pillar of support 
in the community that makes this pos-
sible,” Vaewsorn said.

To further the impact of its nutri-
tional efforts, however, the group makes 
sure to engage the children of local fam-
ilies in the gardening process. Carter 
said the elementary school program, 
which will move from Macdonough to 
Wilbert Snow Elementary School this 
semester, provides a necessary resource 
to students of low socioeconomic sta-
tus. At Macdonough especially, a large 
fraction of students receive free or re-
duced lunches, so the garden supple-
ments their nutritional education.

“The quality of the food they’re 
experiencing at school and at home is 
fairly low,” Carter said. “A lot of the 
children don’t have exposure to veg-
etables in many forms, so we’ve actually 
harvested food from the garden there 
that they’ve planted and showed them 
how to cook it.  We had a little stir fry.”

Carter has been working with the 
administration at Snow to set up a cur-
riculum, with lessons about nutrition 
labels and the values of different pro-
cessed foods complementing the gar-
den-based activities. At Macdonough, 
Carter found, the children responded 
best to hands-on approaches to learn-
ing, and the garden fueled their excite-
ment for learning about and caring for 
plants.

“They really like to get out there 
and run around through the garden,” 
Carter said. “For whatever reason, wa-
tering became the highlight activity for 
them; watering and eating, mostly.”

Members of MUG said they were 
inspired by how engaged community 
members became in their newly created 
space.

“I was most impressed by how 
much the gardeners cared about the 
garden individually,” Gerard said.

The volunteer gardeners acted as 
community leaders, and once the proj-
ect got off the ground in May, MUG 
realized it no longer had to intervene in 
the day-to-day necessities of watering 
and caring for the plants and common 
area.

“Our Ferry Street gardeners have 
more or less taken over the garden,” 
Carter said. “They’re responsible for 
running things, and they just let us 
know if something is not working out 
well, and we’ll help them with that.”

Especially over the summer, 
Middletown residents provide the bulk 
of the garden’s continuing operations.

“[MUG] opened up the space 
for them to organize themselves,” 
Vaewsorn said.

The gradual move away from 
student management further secures 
the future of the Ferry Street garden 
and provides encouragement for both 
MUG and NEAT to search for more 
abandoned or blighted lots to convert.

“Wesleyan students often do not 
live in Middletown for the entire year 
and often leave after they graduate, so it 
is crucial that the Middletown residents 
involved have a major stake in the proj-
ect so that it can be sustainable,” wrote 
Keren Reichler ’16 in an email to the 
Argus.

The elementary school programs 
prove a greater challenge in terms of 
sustainability. While the Macdonough 
garden continues to thrive, without the 
involvement of University students, 
the educational aspects require outside 
help.

“The teachers aren’t paid to do 
these programs, so we have to show 
up there and provide the manpower,” 
Carter said.

Now that its roots are planted, 
MUG plans to branch out. Oza said the 
group looks to expand its infrastructure 
by building a small stage or fire pit in 
the Ferry Street lot. Members also plan 
to hold more events for the community, 
including a pickling workshop with the 
garden’s green tomatoes and a flower-
bulb-planting day.

And, of course, MUG strives to 
pinpoint what the community wants 
for its garden. So far, the response has 
been overwhelmingly positive.

“Everybody loves the idea of 
something that could bring people in 
a seemingly disparate area together,” 
Gerard said.

Check out 
The Argus online:

wesleyanargus.com

Follow us on Twitter: 
@wesleyanargus

And like us on 
Facebook!
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ROVING REPORTER
Where is the best place for squirrels to            

hibernate on campus? By Sonya Levine ’17

“In my guitar case. I promise I’ll feed 
them!” 

Anthony Dean ’17

“My bed.” 
Sarah Lerman-Sinkoff ’14

“Beneath all the frozen kale in Wild Wes.”  
Winfield Goodwin ’16

“In Zak Malik’s mullet.” 
Ben Keeshin ’14

“In the Psi U attic.” 
Evan Scarlett ’14

“In the WestCo lounge.” 
Catherine Green ’17

“In the sukkah.” 
Becca McCord ’17

“Olin.” 
Dylan Kelley ’17

“The Butts tunnels.” 
Fred Ayres ’17

“As far away from me as possible.” 
Andrew Gartley ’17

“In the stacks on floor 3A.” 
Sarah Knight ’17

“In a hole under some steps somewhere.”
Taylor Matthew ’17

“In the mail room.” 
Amy Mattox ’17
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By Haley Rauch
Contributing Writer

This weekend, Second Stage 
brings you back to the year 1880 with 
Sarah Ruhl’s “In the Next Room (or 
The Vibrator Play).” There we find 
Dr. Givings (Conor Boughton ’15), 
his wife Catherine (Mads O’Brien 
’16), and their newborn daughter 
settled in their beautiful home in 
upstate New York. Dr. Givings’ as-

sistant, patients, and a wet nurse join 
them, and together the seven charac-
ters struggle to understand love, sex, 
and family within an era of propriety 
and repression.

Ruhl invites us to examine the 
early history of the vibrator at the 
dawn of the age of electricity. It 
was originally used to treat hysteria 
at a time when orgasms—or parox-
ysms, as they were called then—were 
thought to have little to do with sex. 

Dr. Givings, an early enthusiast of 
electricity and a self-named “man of 
science,” administers daily vibration 
treatments to his hysterical patients 
in his home office.

While her husband is work-
ing “in the next room,” Catherine 
Givings sits in the parlor, feeling 
inexplicably lonely and unsatisfied. 
These feelings are magnified when 
we find out that Catherine’s milk 
is “not adequate” to feed her child, 

and so the wet nurse Elizabeth (Ella 
Israeli ’17) must step in to complete 
what Catherine perceives to be her 
motherly responsibility. Unable to 
find companionship or emotional 
support from her husband, she in-
stead reaches out to his patients for 
friendship as they walk to and from 
the operating theater.

One such patient, Sabrina 
Daldry (Leah Khambata ’14), rep-
resents the classic hysterical wom-
an. After marrying at a young age, 
Sabrina is subjected to uncomfort-
able and painful sexual advances by 
her husband. By repressing this re-
curring trauma, she has turned into 
an emotional wreck. Daily appoint-
ments with Dr. Givings and his mir-
acle machine seem to greatly improve 
her health. Then again, her advance-
ment might have more to do with 
the tender relationship she forms 
with Annie, the physician’s assistant.

“With any show you direct, the 
characters really come to life; you 
start to understand them more,” said 
Director Kirby Sokolow ’14. “My 
understanding of these characters is 
so much deeper than it was initially, 
both through having wonderful ac-
tors bring it to life and spending a lot 
of time talking about characters; they 
just grow and become better, and I 
love them even more.”

O’Brien gives a particularly 
standout performance. Her multifac-
eted portrayal of Catherine Givings, 
a beautiful Victorian woman who is 
nevertheless strong, impetuous, silly, 
occasionally awkward, and unafraid 
of going after what she wants, is, 
quite frankly, flawless. You cannot 
help but feel sympathy for her as she 
struggles to express her lack of sat-

“In the Next Room” Questions Power of The Vibrator
isfaction within this seemingly idyl-
lic picture of domesticity. O’Brien 
serves as a worthy companion to Dr. 
Givings, who is a great physician, but 
proves to be emotionally constrained 
by his own intellect.

“What men do not perceive be-
cause their intellect prevents them 
from seeing would fill a book,” Dr. 
Givings says in the show.

Boughton aptly portrays Dr. 
Givings in his sincere struggle 
against his tendency to hide in his 
intellectual pursuits. Despite his fear 
of anything that cannot be classified 
and scientifically proven, his fum-
bling attempts to hold together his 
crumbling marriage are incredibly 
endearing.

“I really love this show, not be-
cause it’s about vibrators, but because 
I do think it’s a really sweet and ro-
mantic show; it’s happy and loving,” 
Sokolow said. “I wanted to do some-
thing that I felt meant something to 
me. [It] was beautifully written and 
beautifully done, and I just wanted 
to bring it to life.”

Ultimately, though the charac-
ters are more than a century older 
than us, Ruhl’s story begs us to con-
sider these timeless questions: how 
far can technology take us? Can it 
simulate love? Can it replace love 
entirely? Or is there something in-
trinsically tied to human touch, to 
the presence of another soul, that we 
cannot replicate? The show is play-
ing at the ’92 Theater this Friday and 
Saturday at 8 p.m.; I suggest you go 
and find out for yourself.

Haley Rauch is a set designer for 
“In the Next Room (or The Vibrator 
Play).”

ANDREW RIBNER/FOOD EDITOR

Russell Goldman ’17 , Emma Davis ’17 and Conor Boughton ’15 experiment under the sheets in “In The 
Next Room (or the Vibrator Play).”

By Nate Johnson
Contributing Writer

Danny Brown, the rapper ev-
eryone loves to love, has continued 
his trajectory toward the top of the 
rap game with his newest album, 
Old.

Old might actually take the 
cake for best rap album of the year, 
surpassing Kanye West’s Yeezus, 
Chance The Rapper’s Acid Rap, Earl 
Sweatshirt’s Doris, and Meek Mill’s 
Dreamchasers 3. It is written with 
a classic narrative arc, telling the 
standard rapper rags to riches story. 
However, Brown approaches this 
story in a way that is totally differ-
ent from those before him. Despite 
the riches he has acquired as of late, 
Brown remains haunted and trauma-
tized by his nightmarish childhood, 
revealing an emotional side not often 
heard in rap songs.

The album primarily focuses 
on Brown’s past and his inability 
to forget or escape it. The narrative 
arc of the album begins with “Side 
A (Old).” Here, Brown discusses 
the struggle between artist and au-
dience. The lyrics, “They want that 
old Danny Brown/ To bag up and 
sell a whole pound/ Might have to 
go and get my braids back/ Matter 
fact, bring them AK’s back,” suggest 
a general desire for Brown to return 
to his old style of rapping. However, 
doing this would connect Brown 
back to his disturbed, drug-fueled 
past, something that Brown explains 
throughout Old as being the last 
thing he wants.

The sharp, concrete imagery 
and stories presented in Old’s first 
song, such as turning on ovens to 
keep a cold Michigan home warm, 
continues throughout the entire al-
bum. However, the style in which 
these stories are told changes be-
tween tracks.

The narrative arc reaches its 
pinnacle at “Side B (Dope Song).” 
While the album begins with a typi-
cal rap sound (Brown remains calm 
and controlled), it transforms when 
“Side B (Dope Song)” comes on. The 
album slides seamlessly into party-
rap mode at this point. It changes 
into fast, synth beats, moving more 
toward trap. This offers a strong jux-
taposition to the classical rap style of 
the first half of the album.

The subject matter remains the 
same, however, as Brown reminisces 
about his drug-dealing past. With 
that said, he also suggests that he will 
no longer rap about this past when 
he says, “This is my last song/ Not 

my last dope song, but my last dope 
song.”

Brown tosses himself into an 
abyss of guilt in the second half of 
Old. He discusses his poor judg-
ment as a father as well as his vi-
cious, cyclical use of drugs. Brown 
even adds a heart-wrenching aspect 
to the album by describing how he 
feels helpless against the temptations 
that surround him. Brown describes 
understanding the negative conse-
quences of his actions without being 
able to stop them from happening in 
the second half of Old. This is some-
thing that appears in “Gremlins,” 
when Brown talks about himself in 
the third person, dissociating him-
self from his past actions.

Ultimately, it is the sound 
as well as the meaning of Danny 
Brown’s Old that make it one of 
the best albums of the year, if not 
the best. Not only does the sound 
behind Brown change from classic 
rap to hard, psychedelic-electronic 
beats, but Brown himself is able to 
change his sound in order to make 
it all work. His cadence and delivery 
evolve throughout the album along-
side the music that supports him.

Brown is able to use his past in a 
way that rappers haven’t done before. 
He talks about the horrors of being 
a drug addict and dealer. He talks 
about the struggle of growing up 
poor in Detroit, and yet does it in a 
way that doesn’t glorify it, atypical in 
comparison with most rap songs. In 
fact, Brown suggests that he is doing 
everything he can to escape this past 
and turn his spiraling life around. 
All of these aspects come together to 
make Old one of the new greats.

Old Dog, New Tricks: Danny 
Brown Is The Year’s King of Rap

C/O HIPHOPDX.COM

With a strong narrative arc that 
mixes the contemplative with 
the frenetic, Danny Brown’s Old 
may just be the best rap album 
of 2013.

Friday, Oct. 11

B. Balasubrahmaniyan: 
Vocal Music of South 
India (Navaratri Festival)
Crowell Concert Hall, 8 
p.m.

“In The Next Room (or 
the Vibrator Play)”
’92 Theater, 8 p.m.

WeSLAM Presents: Anis 
Mojgani 
Memorial Chapel, 8 p.m.

Grand Cousin
Earth House, 9:30 p.m.

Turn Up vol.3 feat. We 
Have Sex Boys
WestCo Café, 10 p.m.

Skybars, Novelty 
Daugher, and Chef
200 Church, 10 p.m.

Archie Pelago, Rewrote, 
and Watson Frick
Eclectic, 10:30 p.m..

Saturday, Oct. 12

Music on Miles with 
Trio Decalé

29 Miles Ave., 1 p.m.

“In The Next Room (or 
the Vibrator Play)”
’92 Theater, 8 p.m.

Shashank Subramanyam 
(Navaratri Fesival)
Crowell Concert Hall, 8 
p.m.

The World Is A Beautiful 
Place & I Am No Longer 
Afraid To Die
Eclectic, 10 p.m.

Pink 182
DKE, 11 p.m.

Sunday, Oct. 13

Aparna Ramaswamy: 
Sannidhi (Sacred Space) 
(Navaratri Festival)
Crowell Concert Hall, 3 
p.m.

The Exquisite Corpse 
Project
Powell Cinema, 7 p.m.

Baroque Prints
5 p.m., Davidson Arts 
Center Main Gallery

Arts Calendar

All events are free unless otherwise noted.
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By Chris Roth
Staff Writer

The Fratellis hit the alternative 
rock scene running back in 2006 with 
the album Costello Music, which critics 
and common people alike received pos-
itively. What it lacked in creativity, it 
more than made up for in quality hooks 
and unbridled energy. The album rose 
to fame when the song “Flathead” was 
featured on the iconic dancing-silhou-
ette iPod commercials. The commercial 
and the song were a match made in 
heaven; “Flathead” is the kind of song 
that orders your limbs to move despite 
any reason to do otherwise.

For the listeners who delved 
further into The Fratellis catalogue, 
“Chelsea Dagger” is a jam by any stan-
dard, and “Whistle for the Choir” has 
the kind of chorus that sounds familiar 
upon first listen. The band’s second al-
bum, Here We Stand, failed to capital-
ize on the notoriety of Costello Music 
and was a critical and commercial bust. 
After this disappointment, The Fratellis 
went on an extended hiatus before fi-
nally reuniting and composing We 
Need Medicine.

In many ways, We Need Medicine 
is a make-or-break album for The 
Fratellis. The door to jump into the 
vein of popular appeal may be closed, 
but The Fratellis still have an oppor-
tunity to regain the trust of the many 
who were enthralled by Costello Music. 
Unfortunately, this album fell way short 

of expectations. The album starts off 
auspiciously with “Halloween Blues,” 
which is exactly as its name describes: 
a straight-up blues track. The chorus is 
quintessential Fratellis, and the bridge 
is probably the high point of the album: 
a drum solo joined by a bass riff and 
an animated saxophone solo. But what 
should be a semi-solid start to the al-
bum ends up being the highlight, and it 
only goes down from there.

Next up is “This Old Ghost 
Town,” which wastes fairly fun verses 
with a riff that sounds like it was stolen 
from the intro of an outdated sitcom. 
The third track, “She’s Not Gone Yet 
(But She’s Leaving)” is a poor imita-
tion of the Arctic Monkeys, trying to 
exchange their goofiness for a bad-boy 
vibe that just doesn’t mesh. However, 
perhaps no song describes the futility of 
the album quite like the title track, in 
which The Fratellis’ enthusiasm fails to 
cover up a redundant and uninspiring 
melody.

As a whole, this album is a disap-
pointment for anybody who listened 
to Costello Music. The energy is still 
there, but the creativity of arrangement 
and melody are not. Quite frankly, I 
think The Fratellis have completely run 
out of steam, something that happens 
naturally for any human composer. 
Instead of lamenting the downfall of 
The Fratellis, go back and give Costello 
Music a listen. The Fratellis may be 
“one for the dagger,” but in Costello 
Music I believe.

The Fratellis Fail to 
Capture Old Magic

C/O HASITLEAKED.COM

By Richie Starzec
Staff Writer

I am writing this to you, the reader, 
from a darkened room while listening to 
Talking Heads’ “Remain in Light” be-
cause there’s really no other sound that can 

come close to describing the experience I 
just had. Although, unlike the experience, 
this album is enjoyable.

About two hours prior to writ-
ing this, I sat in the Goldsmith Family 
Cinema where, along with about one 
hundred students, I settled in to watch 
an advanced screening of “Escape From 
Tomorrow,” a film shot on location in 
Walt Disney World Resort without the 
permission of the Disney corporation.

“Escape From Tomorrow” created 
a great deal of buzz at Sundance, not be-
cause it’s a particularly good motion pic-
ture, but rather because of the absurdity 
of the concept. Who sneaks a full cast and 
crew into a theme park to shoot a movie? 
And I haven’t even gotten to the best and 
worst part: it’s a sexualized, surreal, horrif-
ic story about a man who loses his job and 
has a psychotic breakdown in the middle 
of Disney World. However, it’s difficult to 
say if it’s really a breakdown or something 
else entirely out of the protagonist’s con-
trol.

When trying to describe the plot to 
a friend after the movie, I essentially gave 
him this same explanation. Yet upon fur-

Run, Don’t Walk, From “Escape From Tomorrow”
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ther reflection, this summary really doesn’t 
even cover 1/100th of the film; it’s some-
thing you just need to experience to un-
derstand. That’s not to say that you should 
rush to your nearest Video on Demand 
device to catch this strange film. In fact, 
skipping the movie completely would be 
totally justifiable.

“Escape From Tomorrow” offers lit-
tle pleasure or reward for the viewer unless 
you’re into trippy, experimental films with 
subpar acting and writing. And I’m not 
talking “2001: A Space Odyssey” Stargate 
scene trippy. This movie literally trips over 
itself left and right.

Director Randy Moore has said in 
interviews that he made the film because 
he was struggling to find work as a screen-
writer, and it’s easy to see why. Almost 
entirely incoherent in terms of narrative, 
“Escape From Tomorrow” is especially 
not intended for a mature audience. It 
almost begs to be seen by younger audi-
ences while inebriated in whichever man-
ner they choose.

Technically speaking, the cinema-
tography is impressive solely because the 
crew had to hide the cameras from both 

Disney personnel and innocent park 
patrons. There’s enough to warrant the 
black-and-white photography, mostly to 
create the insane, decaying universe of the 
film, but sometimes the film is painfully 
cheap. Use of green screens is obvious at 
times which really pulls the viewer out of 
the whole “shot in Disney World without 
permission” gimmick that the film is try-
ing to market itself under. Additionally, 
when going through Disney rides that fea-
ture video sequences on screens, “Escape 
From Tomorrow” painfully overexposes 
these segments because of a complete lack 
of manipulation of the park facilities.

I haven’t even given you a real syn-
opsis of the different characters, but there’s 
really no point in wasting any space doing 
so. The story itself is simply atrocious. If 
the director were to cut 30 minutes from 
the film, it would still be too long. The 
only true redeeming plot point, and I say 
this based completely on my personal 
taste, is the ending: it is so radically dif-
ferent than the rest of the film and abso-
lutely insane that it’s laughably enjoyable. 
By this point I had lost all interest in the 
actual narrative that such a radical shift ac-

tually gave it new life for me.
This is not to say that the ending 

is smart or clever in any manner. In fact, 
I think Moore just wrote the ending for 
the hell of it. If you’re one of the people 
who left the theater trying to “interpret” 
what it all meant, you were likely wasting 
brain cells. It was simply the only way he 
could figure out how to end it. And even 
though the final scene of “Escape From 
Tomorrow” does have a literal clean-up 
of the mess it created, there’s nothing tidy 
about it at all.

I might seem angry at this point and 
totally turned off by the film, but that 
couldn’t be further from the truth. I’m ac-
tually extremely glad that I saw this lurid 
piece of garbage. I saw a film made in a 
completely unique and different way and 
found that the gimmick itself attracted me 
even if the story left much to be desired.

Although I’m not sure another 
film will ever be quite like “Escape From 
Tomorrow,” the film gave me a glimmer 
of hope that certain gimmicks might ac-
tually be utilized properly in the future if 
they can balance well with strong story 
lines.
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After hanging tough with pow-
erhouse Roger Williams University 
for the first sixty minutes of its 
game on Tuesday, Oct. 8, the 
women’s soccer team fell 3-0 after 
a late collapse at home. It was the 
second straight scoreless loss for the 
Cardinals, as the team continued its 
offensive struggles.

In the first half of Tuesday’s 
game, the Cards competed evenly 
with Roger Williams, and had just 
as many scoring opportunities as 
the Hawks. While it was tied 0-0 in 
the first half, Kerry Doyle ’14 had a 
good chance of a through ball lead-
ing her toward the top of the box. 
Once she entered the box, she re-
ceived some heavy contact from a 
RWU defender, but a non-call from 
the referee kept the game scoreless, 
with no chance at a penalty kick.

Another good chance for 
Wesleyan in the first half came in 
the form of a free kick from about 
forty yards out by Carly Swenson 
’17 that sailed into the box, where 
Victoria Mathews ’16 received it. 
Mathews was able to control the 
ball, but couldn’t get a shot off in 
traffic. The Cardinals also earned 
a corner kick with about four min-
utes left in the half, but were un-
able to control the ball in the box 
enough for a shot.

“We wanted to go into the 
game and focus on things that we 
hadn’t been so successful with: con-
trolling the ball, the first touch, 
and connecting two or three passes 
to build up an attack,” said Head 
Coach Eva Meredith. “It worked 
at times, and there were certainly 
some stretches, but we ended up 
getting in pressured situations so 
we couldn’t make good decisions.”

With ten minutes remaining in 
the first half, the visitors scored on 
a corner kick from the right side of 

Women’s Soccer Shut Out by Roger Williams

Daniel Kim
Contributing Writer

Cross country raced through a 
hot afternoon, facing heavy opposi-
tion at the Paul Short Run hosted by 
Lehigh University on Saturday, Oct. 
5. With Division III schools across the 
East Coast competing in the same divi-
sion alongside Wesleyan, the men’s team 
placed 30th overall out of 46, and the 
women’s team placed 39th out of 45.

The elements proved to be a 
huge factor in the outcome of the race. 
Relentless sun and 82-degree weather 
made for a rough run.

“We lost time with the heat,” said 
Reid Hawkins ’17. “The last mile was 
tough with [the heat] affecting us.”

Paul Brauchle ’17 echoed Hawkins’ 
sentiments about the detrimental effects 
that high temperature had on his own 
running.

“It was way harder to keep your 
head in the race,” Brauchle said. “It’s 
easy to mentally check out when it’s so 
hot.”

In addition to having an effect 
on individual runs, the heat forced the 
men’s leading runner, Taylor Titcomb 
’16, to exit the race early.

“At that point [for Titcomb], it was 
better to be safe than sorry,” Hawkins 
said. “We weren’t prepared for how hot 
it was going to be, so we played it safe.”

Fighting through the heat, Libby 
Lazare ’14 led the Cardinal women, 
finishing with a solid 22:44 time and 
a 6:06 pace in the six-kilometer race. 
Hawkins placed first for the Cardinal 
men with a 26:27 finish time and a 5:20 
pace in the eight-kilometer race.

“I kept the same pace as what I ran 
at the Wesleyan Invitational [two weeks 
ago against Mitchell College], which 
I was pretty happy about,” Brauchle 
said. “We added a mile here in this 
race to [the length of the course at] the 
Invitational, so keeping the same pace 
throughout was good.”

Keith Conway ’16, who placed sec-
ond for the men’s team, broke a personal 
record despite the high temperature.

“It hurt a lot after the first mile 
mark,” Conway said. “But I kept to-
gether, closed hard, bit the pillow, and 
[set a personal record] by [a margin of ] 
1:10.”

The women’s team scored 909 
points with an average time of 24:55. 
There were 365 female runners and 45 
teams. With 372 total male runners and 
46 teams, the men’s team scored 812 
points with an average time of 27:51.

“We can’t be disappointed about 
our places or times,” Hawkins said. 
“The team did well. The results don’t 
reflect everything [because] not only did 
our best [men’s] scorer not count, but 
also other teams don’t develop over time 
like we do.”

The attitude after the race placed a 
great focus on the long term.

“I think the heat really got to us 
[this time],” said Molly Schassberger 
’17. “Next meet we really need to keep 
our focus better as a team and not 
worry so much about the other runners 
around us.”

This emphasis will be important 
in the upcoming meet as the Cardinals 
will host Amherst and Williams for the 
Little Three Meet on Saturday, Oct. 19. 
Though Wesleyan has struggled against 
these rivals in the past, the Cardinals are 
concentrating on lessons learned from 
the Paul Short Run before worrying 
about a race to come.

“After [the Paul Short Run], every-
one is getting even more serious about 
training,” Brauchle said. “It [was] our 
first really competitive meet. The team 
is continuing to grow. We’ve just got to 
keep on keeping on.”

XC Runs 
Paul Short

Gili Lipman
Staff Writer

The men’s and women’s crew 
teams kicked off the season on 
Sunday, Oct. 6 at the Textile River 
Regatta in Lowell, Mass. Each squad 
was able to effectively execute its 
game plan over the 3.5-mile course 
in order to bring the hardware back 
to Middletown.

“I think that as a whole, the 
team did really well this weekend,” 
said women’s captain Kayla Cloud 
’14. “Across the board, the men’s 
and women’s teams showed up with 
the right attitude and went out and 
raced.”

In the Men’s Club 8 category, 
the Redbirds brought home the gold 
in 19:18.917 with a team of Sam 
Factor ’14, Ben Record ’15, Noah 
Solomon ’14, Chris Nanda ’16, Mike 
Queenan ’17, Nick Petrillo ’14, Peter 
Martin ’14, Ethan Currie ’15, and 
coxswain Max Dietz ’16. They were 
able to narrowly edge out a Worcester 
Polytechnic Institute crew for the 
fastest time of the day by just under 
two seconds. The Cardinals also had 
boats placing fourth and twelfth out 
of fifteen teams.

“The team is off to a great start, 
primarily due to some excellent work 
done in the off season,” said Men’s 
Head Coach Phil Carney. “Guys 
worked hard this summer, and it is 
clear. At the Textile Regatta, every 
boat performed well. We saw in the 
racing the same things that we see 
daily in practice, and that is a goal 

Crew Starts Strong at Textile Regatta

the goal. The ball was put into the 
top left of the box and headed just 
past the outstretched arms of diving 
goalie Jessica Tollman ’15 before be-
ing kicked into the back of the net 
by Roger Williams for a 1-0 lead.

After a couple more good 
chances for the Cardinals in the 
second half, Roger Williams put the 
game out of reach with two quick 
goals in the 63rd and 65th minutes 
of the game, opening the team’s lead 
to 3-0.

“The second goal was demoral-
izing for us,” Meredith said. “The 
first goal was off a set piece on a 
corner kick, and [Roger Williams] 
is good at that. After that, we got 
organized, and we actually got bet-
ter and better until their second 
goal.”

It was the only night game of 
the year for the Cardinals, played 
under the lights on the newly built 
artificial turf field inside Andersen 
Track behind the Freeman Center. 
The team’s regular home field is 
Jackson Field, which is grass. Roger 
Williams’ soccer teams have artifi-
cial turf fields as their home venues, 
which perhaps played to the vistors’ 
advantage on Tuesday night. 

“The positive was that it was 
fun to play a night game on the 
turf at home,” Meredith said. 
“Unfortunately, [Roger Williams] is 
a turf team. The ball was faster and 
we couldn’t handle it as well as they 
could, and you could see that in 
their one and two-touch passing.”

After playing as a defensive 
back for the first half of this season, 
Doyle moved up to an attacking 
position for Tuesday night’s game, 
where she had played her previous 
three years for the Cardinals.

“I just wanted to throw some-
thing else in there to get going of-
fensively,” Meredith said regard-
ing Doyle’s change in position. “I 
wanted to see if we could play a 

good, solid defense without her 
back there because I want to have 
her play some minutes [on offense] 
here and there.”

The Cardinals’ next game is 
at home on Saturday against Little 
Three rival Williams College, which 
currently owns a 5-1-2 record over-
all, with a 2-1-1 record in NESCAC 
matchups. The Cardinals are 1-5-3 
going into the game, while they are 
still looking for their first NESCAC 
win after starting 0-3-2 in confer-
ence play.

Although the result on Tuesday 
may not have been ideal for the 

Asher Young
Staff Writer

Cardinals, Meredith believes 
that the game served as good 
preparation for the team’s 
matchup against Williams. After 
the game, Meredith talked to her 
team and told them to expect the 
same level of play from the Ephs 
on Saturday.

“[Roger Williams] is very 
similar in their style of play 
and speed of play to Williams,” 
Meredith said. “Come Thursday, 
Friday practice, we’re going to 
just hammer home some attack-
ing stuff, set pieces, and some 
aggressive play in the box.”

Kerry Doyle ’14 shifted back to an attacking position for the first 
time this season, but women’s soccer still fell 3-0 to Roger Williams.

SHANNON WELCH/STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

we strive for.”
As for the Open 8 entry, the 

Cardinals continued their streak 
of success as the team came in sec-
ond out of twelve teams. The silver 
medal Open team was almost iden-
tical in make-up to the gold medal 
Club squad, with just the additions 
of cox Andie Kleeman ’16 and rower 
Stephen MacNeille ’15 instead of 
Factor. The team came in with a time 
of 19:41.4, trailing Merrimac River 
Rowing by more than ten seconds.

The men’s team also entered a 
boat in the Open 4 section, taking 
fifth of sixteen entries with a time of 
22:45.3. They were able to edge out 
NESCAC rival Bowdoin by approxi-
mately two seconds but were slower 
than a fourth-placing Tufts team by 
less than three seconds.

“It was great to see the top guys 
be competitive with the best crews at 
this regatta, and to repeat their win 
in the Club 8 from last year,” Carney 
said. “We graduated a number of im-
portant guys, and having a success-
ful start was important to our team. 
We have had a number of guys come 
through at a higher level than they 
did last year, as we expect.”

The women’s team also started 
the season off with a bang, overcom-
ing equipment issues to secure first 
place in the Women’s Club 8 section.

“The team performed extremely 
well last weekend,” said Women’s 
Head Coach Pat Tynan. “Our varsity 
boat won its event over strong crews 
from WPI and Holy Cross. Both of 
those teams beat us last year so it was 

satisfying to be at the front of that 
pack.”

Led by senior captains Cloud 
and Clare Doyle, the team of Ava 
Miller-Lewis ’17, Remy Johnson ’16, 
Annie Dade ’16, Emma Koramshahi 
’16, graduate student Emily 
Johnson, and Emilie Sinkler ’14 with 
cox Brianne Wiemann ’15 finished 
the race in a time of 21:44.284. 
This time was good enough to beat 
a WPI group by over six seconds. 
Along with the gold, the Wesleyan 
women were also able to grab fourth 
and fifth place in the event with cox-
swains Hannah Korevaar ’14 and 
Abigail Gruppuso ’16.

“Personally, I was amped,” said 
Cloud. “Winning is the best way 
to start a season. I remember Clare 
turning around in the boat after the 
race and just saying, ‘Kayla, I think 
we did it. I think we won.’ There’s 
nothing like putting in the work and 
getting something like that out of 
it.”

The women’s win was especially 
impressive because it was the first 
time Miller-Lewis had rowed with 
the rest of the team in competition.

“In the years I’ve spent rowing, 
the varsity eight has always had at 
least one first-year in it,” Cloud said. 
“Every season is different, and it al-
ways takes time to get in tune with 
the rest of your boat, regardless of ex-
perience or class year. It speaks to the 
level of skill and performance of our 
program that we can do so well with 
the changes we have to make every 
season, and almost every week. You 

really have to earn your spot.”
In the Open 4 Section, the 

Wesleyan women showed their 
depth, as they were able to take 
fourth and fourteenth out of 
nineteen teams with times of 
25:29.1 and 27:54.8.

“Kate Davis [’16] and Erin 
Deleon [’17] had their first ex-
perience racing a fall head race,” 
Tynan said. “They both did an 
outstanding job steering as short 
a course as possible.”

Both crew teams will look 
to carry their momentum over 
into their next race, which will be 
held at the Head of the Charles 
Regatta in Boston on Saturday 
and Sunday, Oct. 19 and 20. The 
men will try to improve on last 
year’s eighth-place finish, racing 
the top crews in the country.

“As always, we are working 
hard toward better strength and 
fitness, and with the relatively 
smaller stature of the team, we 
will need to row technically bet-
ter than our opponents to win,” 
Carney said.

Despite the women’s suc-
cess this past weekend, they are 
focused on getting better rather 
than basking in the glory of their 
prior success.

“There are always things to 
improve,” Cloud said. “Coming 
away from this race, I know that 
we’re determined and we have the 
aggression to make it all the way 
across the finish line; it’s just a 
matter of execution.”
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“Emmett is consistently making 
crucial saves that keep us in these close 
games,” Lynch said of McConnell’s 
performance. “He is an integral part of 
our success.”

After losing two straight games 
the previous week, Wesleyan hoped to 
capitalize on Colby, whose woeful of-
fense—the Mules have scored five goals 
in eight games—has led to their 0-5 
NESCAC record.

“Against Colby, we were able to 
maintain a high level of energy through 
the game,” Lynch said. “This was miss-
ing in some of our other games. We 
would come out strong in the first half, 
and our energy level dropped for the 
rest of the game.”

The team is still finding its 
rhythm, having played only four 
games with its complete roster after 
the season-opening suspensions, and 
the Cardinals have played the most 
recent three without offensive sniper 
and team captain Danny Issroff ’15. 
Unfortunately, Issroff will miss the re-
mainder of the season after suffering 
from appendicitis.

“We are still finding out a lot 
about our team: who works well with 
whom, what positions are most suit-
able for certain players,” Lynch said 
of the relatively recent reunion of the 
team’s top lines.

Another major problem for the 
Cardinals has been the number of cau-
tions. They’ve received 10 yellow cards 
in nine games, and Sousa received his 
fourth of the season in the second over-
time period against Colby after falling 
down on a play in which he didn’t ap-
pear to have made contact with the op-
ponent. The referee charged him with 
diving.

NESCAC rules state that the play-
ers will receive a one-game suspension 
after their fifth card.  Sousa is one card 
away from that ban. With five games 
left in the regular season and hopes for 

the playoffs, losing one of their best 
gunmen would cause great difficulties 
for an already-struggling offense.

Despite these difficulties, 
Wesleyan improved to 4-1 in the league 
this year, second in the league behind 
only Amherst, who is ranked third in 
Division III. However, the Cardinals 
have faced only one opponent in the 
top six of the NESCAC, so the next 
few weeks will prove if they are truly 
contenders for the league title.

Next up for Wes was Eastern 
Connecticut State University, which 
held a 7-1-2 record going into the 
game on Tuesday, Oct. 8. Wesleyan was 
9-4 all-time against the school, but the 
last win came in 2003. After battling 
to a 1-1 draw, the drought against this 
intrastate foe will last another year.

The Eastern Conn offense strug-
gled in the game, combining for eight 
shots and just three on goal in the en-
tire 110-minute double overtime game. 
Wesleyan tripled ECSU in shots with 
24, and almost did the same with shots 
on goal, putting 11 on Eastern Conn’s 
goalie tandem of Greg Walton, who 
played the first half and both over-
times, and Curtis Barnes, who played 
the second half.

The two teams tied, though, in 
the only category that ultimately mat-
ters: shots that found the back of the 
net. Both teams scored once within 14 
minutes in the second half.

Wesleyan faced a scare, however, 
in the closing seconds of the first half. 
A bouncing kick from midfield sailed 
toward the net, and McConnell went 
to retrieve it inside the post to his right. 
The ball took an unexpected hop, 
McConnell threw his hands in front of 
himself, and he miraculously deflected 
the ball to his right, just outside the 
goal post.

The Cards eventually struck first 
Tuesday afternoon, but only after fail-
ing to capitalize on a plethora of op-
portunities at the beginning of the 
second half.

In the 54th minute, Charlie 
Gruner ’17 cut in from the right side 
with the ball, where he was met by a 
defender. Gruner disabled him with a 
quick touch inside toward the net.  He 
had only the goalie to beat but couldn’t 
get any leg behind the shot, and Barnes 
stopped the slow-rolling ball with his 
fingertips.

Six minutes later, after a foul inch-
es outside the penalty box, Sousa had 
a chance to draw first blood when he 
had a free kick from the 18, straight in 
front of the net. After, Lynch deked the 
shot and passed it off to Sousa. Sousa’s 
chip sailed far over the net and into 
the Wesleyan Men’s Soccer banner that 
looms behind the east-facing goal on 
Jackson Field.

The men finally landed a punch 
in the 64th minute, when Bravo found 
Gruner on his second corner kick in as 
many minutes. The kick was perfectly 
placed inside the six, and all Gruner 
had to do was make contact with the 
ball to set it in, giving Wesleyan a 1-0 
lead.

After 14 minutes of sparring that 
followed the goal, Eastern Conn caught 
Wesleyan on its heels after a turnover 
in the midfield. The Cardinals couldn’t 
get back in time to stop a Carl Stensland 
cross that Mitch Power muscled home 
without a touch from McConnell.  The 
play stunned Wesleyan, who had con-
trolled the ball for almost the entire 
game to that point. Power had five of 
his team’s eight shots.

McConnell made his most skillful 
save of the evening six minutes remain-
ing in the contest, when Power took 
another shot from 25 yards out that 
was redirected on a header toward the 
bottom right corner, but the Wesleyan 
keeper dove to his right to stop the 
shot.

Although Wesleyan dominated 
possession time in the overtime peri-
ods, attacking with two corner kicks 
and five shots, three of which were on 
net, the team was unable to create any 

tangible threats to net a game-winner. 
Lynch had the best opportunity when 
he broke behind the defense with the 
ball and took a low-angle shot from 
the right side. His shot sailed high and 
wide, as he was unable to control it, 
planting with his left foot and taking 
a right-footed shot from the side of the 
net.

Wesleyan’s defense turned in an-
other incredible performance, with 
Ben Bratt ’15, Spencer Tanaka ’15, and 

Soccer: Cardinals Defeat Mules, Tie With Warriors

Friday, Oct. 11

Men’s Tennis at University of Hartford
3 p.m. Hartford, Conn.

Volleyball at Colby
8 p.m. Lewiston, Maine

Saturday, Oct. 12

Men’s Soccer vs. Williams
Jackson Field, 11:30 a.m.

Sports Calendar
Field Hockey vs. Williams
Smith Field, 12:00 p.m.

Football vs. Bates
Andrus Field, 1:00 p.m.

Women’s Soccer vs. Williams
Jackson Field, 1:30 p.m.

Ben Toullote ’16 all coming up with 
key preventative tackles throughout 
the game.

Last season, for the just the third 
time in 30 years, Wesleyan, Amherst, 
and Williams all tied each other, and 
thus, the Little Three had no cham-
pion. The Ephs are 3-2 this year and in 
fifth place in the conference.

Wesleyan opens up its Little Three 
championship chase this Saturday, Oct. 
12 at home against Williams. 

Matt Lynch ’15 and the men’s soccer defense held tough against 
Eastern Conn and fought out a 1-1 draw.

SADICHCHHA ADHIKARI/STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Frightening Halloween Possibilities

Good Stuff. Good Price. Goodwill.

goodwill

www.ctgoodwill.org

Halloween Headquarters

Goodwill Stores & Donation Centers

With tons of scary, 
funky and retro items 

just dying to be 
brought to life, 

Goodwill is the place 
to get wild, wacky, or 
just plain creepy at 

amazingly low prices.

Middletown

955 Washington Street

(860) 347-5404

Rocky Hill

80 Town Line Road

(860) 529-6838

Southington

350 Queen Street

(860) 621-0775

If you’re looking to haunt this 

Halloween, hit our house first!

STUDENT-RUN 
GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP 

(Sponsored by the office of Counseling and Psychological Services) 
CAPS 

Meets: Weekly 
Tuesdays 

Time: 7:30pm 
Location: Solarium (Room 201) 

(2nd fl., Davison Health Center) 
Intended to create a network of support for those who have experienced the death of 

a loved one. Please feel free to come and leave when it is convenient for you.  
 

For information please contact: 
Sarah Lerman-Shinkoff slermansinko@wesleyan.edu , 

or 
Jasmine Masand jmasand@wesleyan.edu , 

or 
Miranda Linsky mmlinsky@wesleyan.edu , 
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The Ampersand: In it for the money. Sarah Esocoff, Editor; Ian McCarthy 
& Emilie Pass, Assistant Editors; Emma Singer, Queen of Layout; Keelin Q. 
Ryan, Editor Emeritus. Dinosaurs Watch TV, Emma Singer; Book Club, 
Anton “I’m Clean, Though” Meier; Emilie Pass, Gossip Mollusk; Segre-
gation, Sam Raby. 
Sponsored by DKE: Devious Kings, Excalibur!

This family enjoys the classic Dinolodeon progam, “Humans.” The spinoff of this 
beloved sitcom, “People,” is set for a spring release date. Dino News Daily gives it “two 
talons up,” and calls it a “refreshing and riveting depiction of the trials, tribulations, 
and foibles of the human race.” 

Big Cave Literary 
Society: Monthly Book 

Club Review

Triceratops Discusses Prejudice in 
Modern America

“Thirteen pounds of fern, two 
bushes, a fig tree, swamp water, 
and grass. This is what I eat for 
breakfast, folks. This is all I eat. 
I don’t think it’s right to eat hu-
man flesh; that’s just not who I 
am.” 

These were the inspiring 
words that began John Baker’s 
speech at the National Aware-

ness for Margin-
alized Prehistoric 
Species Confer-
ence (NAMPSC)
last Tuesday. 
NAMPSC is an 
o r g a n i z a t i o n 
dedicated to the 
assimilation of 
dinosaurs into a 
human-dominant 
society. Baker, 
who has been a 
Triceratops all his 
life, was asked 
to be the key-
note speaker at 
NAMPSC’s 40th 

anniversary expo.      
Baker grew up in a heavily 

segregated community in the 
South Bronx. His new book, 
“Always a Killer, Never a 
Friend, “describes the prejudice 
and mistreatment he encoun-
tered at a young age. 

“At my high school, all the 

humans called me Arm Eater, 
or Old Murderer Lizard,” he 
writes. “No one ever considered 
me someone they could actu-
ally talk to—someone who liked 
sports and music and casual ro-
mance. I’ve watched every epi-
sode of Downton Abbey. I love 
Chipotle. I belong to an organic 
vegetable co-op. But people still 
see me as a predator. The truth is 
that I am the prey—prey to the 
injustice of society.” 

Today, Baker lives in his 
Brooklyn apartment with his 
wife Cecilia Brooks, a human 
and well-known herbivore sym-
pathizer. He runs a vegan deli 
and plays saxophone in an avant 
-garde jazz collective, Fortu-
nata, on weekend nights. To the 
average Joe, this may seem like 
a normal, pleasant life. Baker 
stresses, however, that while he 
has been able to adapt, his strug-
gle, like that of all triceratops in 
New York today, is never over. 

“Man Red Dog Man”
By Ug
 
In post-Man Chase Horse world, we have hard time to 
find good original comment on struggle of man and beast. 
However, Ug, author of groundbreak debut “Man Red Man,” 
make strong case for hunt with beast and for food. Theme of 
man, soul, and hunger come full circle. Complicated charac-
ter of Man difficult but rewarding, appeal to reader.
 
“Hot Sun Sky”
By Omp
 
Omp is not accessible writer. Maybe because he write in 
mud and mud get stepped on. While “Hot Sun Sky” was 
wrote, however, we find comfort in Ong’s champion of Sun 
and Sky. Optimism come with trust in permanence and warm 
of Sun. Senior Critic Moola argue that Sun not so hot that 
day, though.
 
“Shiny Shell That Ong Find”
By Ong
 
Ong find shell when by big water and bring to book club. 
Shape good to look at. Shell feel rough, but also smooth. 
Warrant many rereads. But no food inside. 
 
Meeting Notes: 
Moop bring club to book club. Good satire.

Gossip Mollusk: Hot Tips for a Night Out

Are you a triceratops 
looking to feel alive this 
Friday night?  Gossip Mol-
lusk, your source for all the 
hottest Triassic happenings, 

has got you covered!
The first stop for a fabu-

lous night on the town is 
dinner at Clearing by that 
Waterfall. It’s anyone who’s 
anyone’s fave spot for arti-
sanal grasses and charcoal 
grilled Altirhinus breast.  
Try their infamous swamp-
tails if you’re trying to get 
extinct tonight!  

Next up, Club Pangea is 
the place to be if you want 
to dance the night away to 
the alluring shrieks of DJ 
Velicoraptor (DJV, if you 
read this hit a mollusk up 
;) ).  But be careful—those 
dinos who don’t dance their 
hardest will end up as DJ’s 

midnight snack! 
If you yourself are in 

the mood for late night 
munchies, The River is The 
Forrest’s ONLY spot for 
herbivores, carnivores, and 
omnis alike.  A great spot to 
chill and graze, you might 
just meet someone you want 
to incubate an egg with, if 
you know what I mean! You 
know what they say—live 
every weekend like you’re 
going to be erased from 
the face of the earth by an 
asteroid! 

XOXO,   
Gossip Mollusk 

#dinosaur #soup
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Protest, Emma Singer; Pick Up, Katie Darr; Furious Fossils, Nick Martino; DKE, Emma Singer; Sarah Esocoff, 
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Ampersand Prehistory
Keeping You Up to Date on the Out-of-Date

 LOOK INSIDE FOR MORE AMPERSAND!

This past weekend, the newly formed Dinosaurs Aren’t Dinner Society (DADS) staged 
a protest outside of Kraft Industry Headquarters that quickly became violent. To dem-
onstrate their ideology of “carnivores, not cannibals,” the carnivorous dinosaurs began 
to massacre and devour all herbivores participating in the rally. 

Dinosaur Pick-Up Lines
If you’re a sensitive dino, try one of these:
 •  You’re at the triceratops of my food chain. 
 •  My love for you shines brighter than the meteor that’s 
 heading right for us. 

Don’t like to beat around the bush? These are sure to do the trick: 
 •  You put the “ass” in Jurassic!
 •  Did you eat that tree without chewing or are you just  
 happy to see me?
 •  Let’s have some tyrannosaurus sex. 

Looking to overcompensate? Check these out: 
 •  You know what they say about brachiosauruses: the  
 neck’s not the only thing that’s disproportionately long.
 •  Hey baby, I’m a diplodocus. Want to see my 
 diplocockus?
 •I’m not a megalodon, but I’ve got a mega-long-dong.

Fossil Fuels Make Dinosaurs 
Fossil Furious

Campaigns to put an end to 
fossil fuels are on the rise, largely 
due to a new divestment coalition 
and their wildly successful scare 
tactics. 

“Mankind needs to come to 
terms with the shocking cruelty 
of the fossil fuel industry.  How 
would they like it if we were fu-
eling our private jets with the 
remains of their dead?” said 
Dantony T. Rex while picking 
the mutilated remains of someone 
from between his teeth. “We in-
tend to make them see the error of 
their ways.” 

As the leader of Dinosaurs 
United for a Fossil Fuel Free Fu-
ture (DUFFFF), Dantony strives 
to alert humans to the devastating 
consequences of their actions. 

“Our efforts to decrease our 
dependency on fossil fuels have 
been very successful,” he said, 
emitting a wet burp of blood. “All 
because of the analysis-simula-
tions, the important statistics, and 
the irrefutable data we have col-
lected and shared with the world. 
And humans have finally started 
cooperating. Because if they 
don’t, we eat them.” 

DINOSAuRS KILLING EVERYWHERE

Do you have an unbearable urge to kill?
Are you a totally carnivorous dude?
Do you think herbivores are whack?

Do you want to join a brotherhood of flesh-eating 
dinosaurs?

JOIN DKE
Proud Sponsor of the 
Wesleyan Ampersand

Are you funnier than we are? 
Join the Wesleyan Ampersand!

Meetings on Thursdays @ 4:30 in Allbritton 004.
Email wesleyanampersand@gmail.com

Dear Readers, 

This is an issue we’ve been putting off for too long... 231.4 million years too long! 
And even though it might be controversial, it’s time we told you exactly what we think 
about a subject that’s as relevant today as ever: dinosaurs. To give you some back-
ground on the subject, I’ve compiled a list of everything I know about dinosaurs. 

 1. All of them are dead, and most of them are drop-dead gorgeous!!!!
 2. Some dinosaurs are cute. But cute, not hot. 
 3. You can evade the classic evolution/intelligent design/dinosaur problem if  
 you just accept that God is a dinosaur, as I have. 
 4. If alligators were extinct, I assume they would be dinosaurs.  
 5. When dinosaurs die, their bones are replaced with rocks shaped like their  
 bones. Not sure where the bones go. 
 6. If people had been alive at the same time as dinosaurs, dinosaurs would have  
 wanted to eat us for sure; no questions asked. But would it have been in like a  
 pushing-us-to-be-better way or just like an eating us way? 
 7. The word dinosaur means “terrible lizard,” which is demeaning, and also 
 it is never specified in which language it means that, and also they are not lizards. 
 8. We call them “paleontologists” because they are nerdy and stay inside all the  
 time, so they’re super pale. 
 9. Nobody knows what color dinosaurs were, but I think it’s safe to assume  
 leopard-print. 
 10. The dinosaurs went extinct because all of them were homosexual. 

¡Muchos besos! 

Sarah

Editor’s Letter
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