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By Haley Rauch 
Contributing Writer

This past weekend, the word 
“all-nighter” took on a new mean-
ing for the production of the One 
Day Plays, sponsored by Second 
Stage. For those unfamiliar with 
the show and its grueling creation, 
let me tell you, it’s a process that 
destroys your mind, body, and 
soul.

But despite its high expecta-
tions for what can be created with 
little to no sleep, it is an experi-
ence that is worth every yawn. 
Seven writers, seven directors (in-
cluding myself ), and twenty-one 
actors teamed up to do the impos-
sible: create and put on new plays 
in just under twenty-four hours.

The process began on Friday 
night. At 9 p.m. all of the writ-

The One Day Plays Prove An 
Exhilarating, Exhausting Feat

ers, directors, actors, and Second 
Stage coordinators assembled in the 
’92 Theater to get acquainted and 
discuss the game plan. Because the 
event was later in the semester than 
usual, we were able to attract a num-
ber of freshmen, most of whom were 
new to the University’s theater scene. 
I was thrilled to see all the unfamil-
iar faces in the room, knowing that 
their first campus theater experienc-
es would certainly be memorable.

Each participant brought an 
object that could be used as a prop; 
some fan-favorites included a mask 
from “Sleep No More” and cat-ear 
and mouse-ear headbands. Then 
actors and directors were released 
(to sleep or rage) while the writers 
were held prisoners, forced to sub-
mit their finished plays by five in the 
morning.

I arrived at the theater, dazed but 

armed with my coziest legwarmers 
and a cup of double-brewed tea, just 
one hour later. The sun wasn’t even 
up yet, but the directors sure were. 
We huddled over the scripts, trying 
to decide which would be ours. By 7 
a.m., each script was assigned, and 
the actors were just stumbling in the 
door. I like to think I won the lot-
tery with my script and cast. I would 
be directing “Corncob Dreaming,” 
a short play by Matt Krakaur ’14, 
and featuring the thespian talents of 
Sarah Corey ’15, Emma Hagemann 
’17, and Cheyanne Williams ’17.

Over the next 13 hours, 
my actors and I worked to bring 
Krakaur’s creation to life. Together, 
we discovered the parameters of 
his sleep-deprived world. Corey, a 
director in her own right, helped us 
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By Emma Davis, Erica DeMichiel, 
and Gilad Lipman

Contributing Writers

If you’ve heard a tour pass by the 
front of Judd Hall, you’ve probably 
heard that the calorie was first quanti-
fied in the basement of that building 
by the University’s own Professor of 
Chemistry Wilbur Olin Atwater near 
the turn of the 20th Century. Atwater 
was an influential chemist and early 
dietitian.

Fast forward over 100 years, and 
you’ll find a mandate in the Affordable 
Care Act for calorie counts on the 
menus in big restaurant chains. This 
measure has received support from 
nutrition activists and backlash from 
many others, especially businesses that 
oppose increased government involve-
ment.

The Importance of Informed 
Decisions

By Gilad Lipman, Contributing Writer

For me, late-night runs to 
McDonald’s and Wendy’s have always 
been a fun and enjoyable way to fill up 
my stomach with crispy chicken nug-
gets or salted French fries. The meal 
sits well until the next morning, when 
I step on the scale.

If only I had just sucked it up and 
went to bed. One turn of the head and 
I would have seen the ripe, yellow ba-
nana sitting on the kitchen table. That 
said, I’m in a relatively good position to 
change my habits: I know how many 
grams of fat I ingested last evening.

There is a strong push in the 
United States to improve the popu-
lation’s overall understanding of            
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Neil Heslin, above, spoke to audiences about his experiences with with gun violence as the parent of 
a victim of the 2012 shooting at Sandy Hook Elementary School.
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Marching On At Wesleyan
University Hosts Gun Violence Prevention Conference

By Michelle Li
Staff Writer

Over 280 attendees and 
speakers packed into Tischler 
Lecture Hall for the opening seg-
ment of Marching On, a state-
wide conference on gun violence 
prevention, which was held at the 
University on Saturday, Sept. 28.

Organized by Connecticut 
Against Gun Violence (CAGV), 
Wesleyan Association of 
Christian Thinkers (WACT), 
and the Office of Religious 
and Spiritual Life (ORSL), the 
event brought together a mix-
ture of politicians, students, and 
members of the Connecticut 
community interested in op-
portunities for activism related 

Food Fight: Calorie 
Counts Spark Debate

to gun violence and gun control 
legislation in the state. The keynote 
speaker, Governor Dannel P. Malloy,  
was joined by speakers and U.S. 
Senators from Connecticut, Richard 
Blumenthal and Chris Murphy.

“I think that a lot of times at a 
campus like Wesleyan, there’s a lot 
[of ] interest in trending social action 
topics, which last February was gun 
control and gun legislation policy,” 
said conference co-organizer Claire 
Wright ’16. “That’s why we thought 
that Wesleyan would be a good place 
to host this conference.”

Connor Ryan ’15, a brother of 
Delta Kappa Epsilon (DKE), the 
organization responsible for adver-
tising and event set up, also sensed 
the need to spark dialogue about the 
issue.

“We’re hoping to raise aware-
ness [and] be able to have students, 
faculty, [and] non-students in open 
discussion, and learn about what’s 
going on, what’s happening, what’s 
changing,” he said.

The conference featured speak-
ers and leaders, including politicians 
at the local, state, and national lev-
els, parents of shooting victims, and 
various members of CAGC and oth-
er organizations related to advocacy 
against gun violence.

“The goal of this conference 
would be to continue to build a co-
alition,” Blumenthal said. “We need 
people to overwhelm the opposi-
tion just as the NRA [National Rifle 
Association] does.”

Do It In The Dark 
Kicks Off Contest

By Hilary Brumberg
Contributing Writer

Every few days of the past ten, 
woodframe and program house 
residents have woken up to slips of 
neon paper tacked to their doors. 
The mysterious occurrences un-
settled many students, leading to 
multiple reports to Public Safety 
and the Office of Residential Life 
(ResLife), as well as many confused 
tweets and posts on the Anonymous 
Confessions Board (ACB).

On Sunday, Sept. 29, 
Sustainability Interns Isabel Stern 
’14 and Ari Lewenstein ’16 revealed 
in an email to residents that the 
numbers were posted as a count-
down to the Do It In The Dark 
energy saving competition, which 

starts today, Tuesday, Oct. 1.
“It was very exciting to see this 

all build and to have chatter on cam-
pus,” Lewenstein said. “People were 
talking about Do It In The Dark, 
but they didn’t know they were talk-
ing about it.”

On Wednesday, Sept. 18, Stern, 
Lewenstein, and Ellen Paik ’16 met 
to plan this year’s Do It In The Dark 
competition. They decided to kick 
off the competition at the beginning 
of October, which at that point was 
only about two weeks away.

To publicize the event, 
Lewenstein suggested a countdown. 
He decided to post only the numbers 
ten, seven, five, three, two, and one. 
In order to post the numbers, six 
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Weekend Action

FXWRK (Coral Foxworth ’15) deejayed the night away at Eclectic 
on Saturday. See page 8 for a full weekend in review.
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Laci Green Talks Relationships, Sexuality
By Tess Morgan

News Editor

Laci Green, a sex-positive 
YouTube sensation, spoke to a crowd 
of about 50 people on Friday, Sept. 
27 in the Tischler Lecture Hall. 
Green hosts the weekly YouTube 
show Sex+, on which she discusses 
sexuality, relationships, and gender, 
among other topics.

Green’s talk was titled 
“Relationsh!t” and focused on rela-
tionships and sexuality on college 
campuses, a relevant topic for her 
audience, which was made up pri-
marily of University students. Her 
lecture began with an overview of 
common college relationships, dis-
puting the idea that there is only 
one model that relationships should 
resemble.

“The mainstream narrative 
about relationships is that there’s 
really only one kind,” Green said. 
“This is what we see in movies and 
TV [shows] and books. There’s a 
dude and a woman, usually way, 
way attractive, and then they fall 
in love, and it’s happily ever after. 
That’s pretty much the only narra-
tive we ever get about what relation-
ships should look like. But relation-
ships are pretty…all over the place, 
and types of relationships that you 
will be in will be all over the place, 
whether it’s friendships or romantic 
relationships.”

Green pointed out that two of 
the most common relationships on 
college campuses are hookups and 
no romantic or sexual relationship 
at all.

“There are hookups, there’s your 
more traditional casual relationships, 
friends-with-benefits, open relation-
ships, or no relationship at all: living 
the single life,” Green said. “That 
happens to be my favorite—I’ve got 
a vibrator and pizza, that’s really all 

I need.”
Extrapolating on the merits of 

being single, Green brought up her 
personal experiences with relation-
ships. She stressed the importance of 
being alone and being able to sup-
port oneself.

“When I was younger, I hopped 
from relationship to relationship 
with really no time in between, no 
time to myself to really think back 
and reflect on the relationship and 
think about what I needed, what I 
wanted, and what I got out of that 
relationship and what I didn’t get out 
of it,” Green said.

After stressing the importance 
of independence and self-sufficiency, 
Green went on to discuss the realities 
of campus hookups. She examined 
the misconception that the majority 
of college students engage in hook-
ing up on a regular basis.

“It’s usually exclusively sexual 
[and] you’re not getting emotionally 
involved, except for when you do get 
emotionally involved,” Green said. 
“That can be really awkward. But a 
lot of folks don’t hook up...when you 
look at the statistics it’s clear that not 
everyone’s hooking up. It’s actually 
about half of college students who 
really have this sort of relationship. 
So if you don’t want to hook up, 
don’t hook up. And if you want to 
hook up, hook up.”

After her lecture, Green stayed 
to talk to members of the audience 
individually, and some attendees 
waited almost an hour to speak with 
her.

“In general, where I’m invited 
people are already relatively progres-
sive, which I think is something that 
I want to work on because I want to 
be in communities where they’re not 
necessarily having these types of con-
versations already,” Green said after 
the lecture. “But it’s also great to be 
augmenting conversations that are 

already happening.”
The lecture was part of  Green’s 

first “Fall Speaking Tour,” dur-
ing which she will speak at UC 
Riverside, Colgate University, SUNY 
Brockport, Memorial University, 
Mount Allison University, Virginia 
Tech, University of Michigan Flint, 
and Wheaton College.

In her talk at Wesleyan, Green 
discussed the origins of Sex+, and 
explained that the inspiration for the 
show came from her childhood.

“I was brought up Mormon, 
so I lived in a household where sex 
was very shamed and stigmatized 
and taboo, and there was a lot of 
fear around it for me,” Green said. 
“There’s some tension, but I think 
as the years go on, and [my family 
is] getting used to what I do, they’re 
sort of becoming more sex-positive 
themselves, so that makes me really 
happy.”

One attendee, Alyssa Glanzer 
’16, came away from the talk feeling 
more informed about the realities of 
relationships in college.

“I really enjoyed Laci’s talk,” 
Glanzer said. “I thought it was sort 
of relevant to issues college kids go 
through with relationships and ev-
erything. I think it was awesome that 
she came here.”

As attendees walked into the 
lecture, they picked up a pamphlet 
by the door titled “Revolutionary 
Self Care: Building Healthy and 
Diverse Relationship Skills.” The 
pamphlet, provided by the event 
organizers, outlines a “Relationship 
Bill of Rights,” as well as guidelines 
for “resolving a conflict gracefully” 
and “asking for what you want.” 
The booklet is interactive and 
asks the reader to fill in their own 
“Relationship Bill of Rights” and 
mark off a “Self-Care Assessment.” 
It also contains a detailed list of re-
sources for students.
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Laci Green, who visited campus on Sept. 27, demonstrated proper condom usage to those gathered in Tischler Hall.

The event was organized by 
Hannah Rimm ’15 and Queer 
Resource Center (QRC) intern Katy 
Thompson ’15. Rimm detailed her 
reasons for bringing Green to cam-
pus.

“I just had seen her YouTube 
videos and thought that she would 
be a really good person to come to 
Wesleyan,” Rimm said. “I thought 
that it would be a talk that would be 
interesting to people at Wesleyan be-
cause Wes is all about sex positivity. 
Also, nobody talks about relation-
ships here, so I thought that would 
be cool.”

The event was publicized as 
the start of Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, 
Transsexual (LGBT) Pride Month; 
however, the money used to fund 
the event did not come from the 
Pride Month budget. Rather, the lec-
ture was funded by the Peer Health 
Advocates, Adolescent and Sexual 
Health Awareness, the Sexual Assault 
Response Team, and the QRC in 
conjunction with QueerWes.

“The event was like ‘kick 
off Pride Month,’ but it techni-
cally wasn’t an official Pride Month 
event because Pride Month doesn’t 
start until tomorrow,” Rimm said. 
“So we had to get a lot of different 
clubs help us get the money because 
otherwise we wouldn’t have a Pride 
Month budget because it would all 
go to Laci.”

Rimm deemed the event a suc-
cess and said that she is already in 
talks with other students to bring 
Green back to campus.

“I had a lot of people come up 
to me afterwards and be like ‘that was 
such a great talk; that was so interest-
ing,’” Rimm said. “[That] was really 
cool because I was super nervous that 
no one was going to come….There 
were high schoolers there, and peo-
ple who don’t go to Wesleyan came, 
so that was really cool.”
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Wesleyan Celebrates Hannah 
Arendt in Three-Day Conference

By Sofi Goode
Staff Writer

Students, professors, and 
Middletown residents gathered from 
Thursday, Sept. 26 through Saturday, 
Sept. 28 to celebrate the 50th anniver-
sary of Hannah Arendt’s most famous 
work, “Eichmann in Jerusalem: A 
Report on the Banality of Evil.”

Director of the Center for the 
Humanities and Professor of History 
and Letters Ethan Kleinberg, Associate 
Professor of German Studies Ulrich 
Plass, and Assistant Professor of 
Government Sonali Chakravarti orga-
nized the conference to offer different 
perspectives on Arendt’s most contro-
versial work.

Arendt was a prominent political 
and philosophical thinker of the 20th 
century who was sent to Jerusalem to 
cover the trial of Nazi leader Adolf 
Eichmann for The New Yorker. Upon 
returning to the United States and 
while in residence at Wesleyan’s Center 
for Advanced Studies, she compiled her 
articles into a text that discusses the na-
ture of evil and political society.

Plass elaborated on the nature of 
Arendt’s work.

“It’s not straightforward political 
theory because it doesn’t actually give 
you a theory of justice, but it’s a text 
that’s interested in how you can ac-
count for something that is radically 
new in a terrible sense,” Plass said.

He also explained the reasons why 
the text remains relevant in today’s cul-
ture.

“Questions of crimes against 
humanity are unfortunately still very 
topical, and we don’t really have an ef-

fective way of adjudicating it, and we 
constantly have this crisis because we 
don’t quite know what to do,” Plass 
said. “It’s unfortunately something that 
hasn’t gone away with the end of the 
Second World War.”

The conference was hosted by the 
Center for the Humanities (CHUM) 
in Bennet Hall, the Center for Film 
Studies, and Russell House, among 
other locations. It featured a variety 
of panels discussing Arendt’s contro-
versial conclusions about the “banal-
ity of evil.” Many prominent scholars 
participated in conversations about ev-
erything from understanding Arendt’s 
conclusions about evil to judging 
crimes against humanity in the pres-
ent day. The event was offered for free 
to all students, teachers, and commu-
nity members, and registration was not 
mandatory for panel attendance.

Chakravarti explained that the 
panels challenged the attendees.

“Many of us know the text quite 
well, and there are these set things that 
we say about the text about the banal-
ity of evil, about who Eichmann was,” 
Chakravarti said. “These panels are re-
ally asking us to look a second, third, 
tenth time at the text and uncover what 
Arendt meant from a slightly different 
perspective and not become compla-
cent of the Eichmann trial.”

The conference opened on 
Thursday evening with introduc-
tions by President Michael Roth and 
Director of the College of Letters Kari 
Weil, as well as a keynote lecture about 
the nature of the text.

“At this conference we have a 
chance to stop and think together 
about some [of ] the most pressing is-

sues in political philosophy,” Roth said 
in his introductory speech.

The keynote speech, given by 
Director of the Einstein Forum Susan 
Neiman, discussed Eichmann’s nature 
and how evidence that has arisen since 
the trial, such as a series of letters writ-
ten by Eichmann, challenges Arendt’s 
conclusions.

Ari Ebstein ’16, who attended the 
keynote speech, commented on how it 
affected his view of Arendt’s work.

“It called into question whether 
[the banality of evil] is a real phenome-
non,” Ebstein said. “A lot of people said 
Arendt got Eichmann wrong, but the 
phenomenon is real. But Arendt is not 
interested in theories.... She’s interested 
in fact, in an observable phenomenon. 
She wants to say the banality [of ] evil 
is not a theory; it’s a fact that’s clear 
to anyone who saw Eichmann at the 
trial.”

The conference also included 
two screenings of the film “Hannah 
Arendt,” directed by Margarette von 
Trotta, which tells the story of Arendt’s 
trip to Jerusalem and the controversy 
that arose from her report. The show-
ing on Friday night was part of the 
Wesleyan film series and included a 
question-and-answer session with the 
co-screenwriter, Pam Katz P ’16. The 
second screening was followed by a dis-
cussion with several renowned Arendt 
scholars about the film representation.

Sonya Levine ’17, who attended 
one of the screenings, found that the 
film changed her perspective on evil.

“I never known the perspective 
that people operated and functioned 
out of loyalty and sticking to com-
mand rather than [having an] evil 
ideology,” Levine said. “[The film] to-
tally changed the way that I look at the 
Holocaust. I’ve only ever been taught 
that it was evil, pure evil, and out of 
blind devotion, but it’s a lot more intri-
cate than that.”

The final panel of the event 
focused on Arendt’s time at the 
University. Several of her former stu-
dents and colleagues attended the con-
ference to reflect on her as a thinker 
and teacher.

“I think what this conference has 
that most conferences don’t have is 
this sense of the thinker as a person,” 
Chakravarti said. “We’re getting that 
through this film or through people 
who knew her, students who really im-
mersed themselves in her life and her 
work. It feels not just like a celebra-
tion of ‘Eichmann in Jerusalem’ but 
a celebration of Hannah Arendt as a 

students woke up at 7:30 a.m. on six 
mornings and taped quarter sheets 
of paper—Lewenstein confirmed 
that the numbers were printed on 
reused paper and recycled when tak-
en down—to their assigned houses. 
Stern explained that they delegated 
the approximately 200 woodframe 
and senior houses based on proxim-
ity to the volunteers’ own dorms.

“We looked at a map of the 
campus and where people are living 
and divided the 200 houses up based 
on that,” Stern said.

Lewenstein, Paik, and Stern 
added graphics, such as an ellipsis 
and a lightning bolt to symbolize 
electricity, to some of the num-
bers. On Sunday, the day that the 
trio revealed the reason behind the 
numbers, they posted a slip with the 
number two on campus doors. This 
particular note included a Quick 
Response barcode that linked the 
YouTube music video Zach Valenti 
’12 made over the summer to adver-
tise Do It In The Dark.

During Do It in the Dark’s fall 
competition, which runs through 
November, the Sustainability Office 
will track how much heat and elec-
tricity the woodframe and program-
house residents consume. This year’s 
data from each house will be com-
pared with the energy use of the 
same house during the correspond-
ing months from the last three years. 
The house with the greatest percent 
decrease in energy usage will win the 
competition.

Stern explained that Do It In 
The Dark is a win-win program be-
cause it both saves energy and teach-
es students about efficient energy 
practices.

“For now, Wes pays for our 
energy,” Stern said. “But after we 
graduate, it’ll come out of our wal-
let, so we need to learn low energy 
lifestyles.”

While in previous years there 
was a single winner, this year there 
will be one program house winner 
and one woodframe house winner. 
The winning program house will 
receive $100 to buy an item for the 
house to share. Residents of the win-
ning woodframe house will split a 
$150 gift card to Middletown res-
taurants and stores.

Over the course of the com-
petition, the Sustainability Office 
will host many events, including a 
“Sweater Days” campaign to encour-
age students to turn the heat down 

and community viewings of the 
World Series and other major 
sports events.

“[We’re hoping to] keep the 
spark and make sure the competi-
tion doesn’t go flat,” Stern said.

For the first time in its four 
years of existence, Do It In The 
Dark will help raise money for 
Wes to Wes. Paik founded Wes to 
Wes in order to help raise money 
for financial aid last year when 
the University changed from a 
need-blind to need-aware admis-
sions policy.

“I was looking for a way to 
lift everyone’s spirits in a produc-
tive, positive manner and real-
ized we could focus on inefficient 
spending of [the] school, and see 
if we could redirect it into finan-
cial aid,” Paik said.

Paik explained that Wes to 
Wes collects money saved from 
decreased energy consumption 
from all campus residences, while 
the Do It In The Dark competi-
tion only measures savings from 
woodframe and program houses.

Sustainability Director 
Jennifer Kleindienst noted that 
Director of Utilities Management 
Peter Staye and Physical Plant 
manage all of the behind-the-
scenes work for the competi-
tion, such as calculating the 
energy saved based on metering 
data. She added that 76 percent 
of Wesleyan’s carbon emissions 
comes from energy use.

According to Paik, approxi-
mately 20 percent of energy used 
by the University is wasted, which 
is equivalent to $1.6 million that 
can potentially be channeled into 
financial aid. The financial sav-
ings from energy conservation 
through the Do It In The Dark 
competition will go to this fund.

“Instead of all working sepa-
rately to save energy, we’ll work 
together,” Paik said. “We tagged 
on the same project to create a 
campus-wide event.”

Kleindienst noted the im-
portance of the competition.

“We need to focus on how 
we see energy,” she said. “The 
University has been doing things 
to make it better, but it hasn’t 
asked individuals to do their 
part. We hope that Do It In Yhe 
Dark and Wes to Wes will get 
people excited about joining in 
on Wesleyan’s sustainability ef-
forts.”

Continued from front page

Energy: Contest 
Aims to Save Energy
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The Hannah Arendt conference discussed her legacy and her text’s 
continued relevance today.

Trespassers in Dorms Arrested
By Miranda Katz

News Editor

Two Middletown residents were 
arrested last Sunday, Sept. 22 around 
2:30 a.m. for trespassing in the 
Butterfields dormitories. Michael J. 
Niro, 21, and Michael Ugolik, 22, en-
tered Butterfield C and were attempt-
ing to leave as Public Safety, who had 
been called to the scene by students, 
arrived. Niro and Ugolik had both pre-
viously been arrested for trespassing on 
campus and threatening students with 
an airsoft gun.

According to a Sept. 29 article in 
The Middletown Patch, both Niro and 
Ugolik were charged with first-degree 
criminal trespass and second-degree 
breach of peace.

Interim Director of Public Safety 
Tony Bostick commented on the inci-
dent.

“We got called in by students 
and went over to investigate,” Bostick 
said. “Basically once we identified 
them—they had received warnings in 

the past to remain off campus, or else 
they’d get arrested—we brought in the 
Middletown Police.”

The Middletown Patch reported 
that Niro and Ugolik were prevented 
from entering the dormitory by stu-
dents; however, Bostick stated that 
they were inside the building.

“They were actually inside the 
dorms, which is trespassing,” he said. 
“That was one of the charges because 
they had been warned off campus, so 
they had really no reason to be in the 
dormitories, especially uninvited. We 
don’t know [how they got in]… They 
were actually trying to leave the dorm 
when we got there, and that’s when we 
approached them, out in the court-
yard.”

This incident occurred during 
the same weekend as three break-ins 
on Fountain Avenue, which prompted 
a campus safety email announcement 
from Bostick and Dean of Students 
Rick Culliton. However, because Niro 
and Ugolik were arrested, they were 
not considered to present an ongoing 

threat to the community, so news of 
the incident was not included in the 
campus announcement.

Bostick emphasized the impor-
tance of student awareness of such oc-
currences and urged all students to call 
Public Safety when they see suspicious 
activity.

“The students really did well by 
calling us,” he said. “The main thing 
is letting us know and being able to re-
spond and deal with the incident, de-
pending on what we’ve got going on. A 
lot of this stuff is piggybacking—folks 
hanging around the exterior of the 
buildings. So if you see someone hang-
ing around for a long period of time, 
give us a call.”

He noted the difficulty of dis-
cerning students from non-students, 
particularly in this instance, where the 
two arrested parties were of college age.

“Who’s a student?” Bostick asked. 
“That’s always the big question. They 
blended right in—21, 22—that age 
type. They look the part. That’s the 
hardest part.”

Recycle this 
Argus
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“Gays, Guns, & Gaga” Lecture 
Addresses LBGTQ Issues

By Ben Marvin-Vanderryn
Staff Writer

Ever wondered what fire-
arms, homosexuals, and pop sing-
ers have in common? Such was the 
topic of a lecture, “Gays, Guns,  
& Gaga,” given by George Mason 
University Assistant Professor 
of Cultural Studies Craig Willse 
on Thursday, Sept. 26 at the 
Allbritton Center for the Study of 
Public Life.

Sponsored by the Sociology 
Department and Assistant 
Professor of Sociology Greg 
Goldberg, who also hosted Willse 
to speak in his sociology class 
Thursday morning, Willse’s lec-
ture addressed important social 
issues while using contemporary 
examples to connect with stu-
dents.

“I thought he would be a 
good speaker to invite because his 
work is contemporary, and he’s 
interested in contemporary politi-
cal concerns,” Goldberg said. “I 
think a lot of students on cam-
pus share his concerns, and even 
if they aren’t the same concerns, 
they are interested in the issues.”

Willse’s lecture challenged 
much of the current discourse 
around the acceptance of the 
LGBTQ community. Though 
many activists argue that inclu-
sion in societal institutions will 
lead to increased equality, Willse 
argued that assimilation for as-
similation’s sake, without adher-
ence to ideals, would do more 
damage than good to such com-
munities.

Izzy Rode ’14, who helped 
publicize the lecture, felt that 
having that sort of conversation 
is a way to push for reform in 
LGBTQ movements.

“I would say the potential 
to change discourse involving the 
issues Willse discussed is in start-

ing to have conversations about these 
subjects,” Rode said. “While there is 
certainly some discourse involving 
queerness and push against assimila-
tion, it’s not found everywhere.”

Taking on the Don’t Ask, Don’t 
Tell Repeal Act of 2010, Willse tied 
the current means of achieving equal 
rights to the normalization of war and 
militarization in the United States. A 
main focus of the lecture was how 
the United States can move beyond 
legal and formal equality, which, ac-
cording to Willse, can sometimes be 
detrimental.

“I’m interested in the ways in 
which a certain version of main-
stream gay politics today is address-
ing or dealing with militarism and 
war,” Willse said. “I’m interested in 
thinking about how social, econom-
ic, and racial justice sometimes isn’t 
served by that equality model and is 
sometimes harmed by it.”

In order to answer this ques-
tion, Willse examined Lady Gaga’s 
activism and the media coverage she 
generates. With her well-known song 
“Born This Way,” Lady Gaga is one 
of the leading figures that supports 
LGBTQ rights because being queer 
is natural and not a choice, an argu-
ment that Willse sees as problematic.

“What if someone isn’t born 
that way?” Willse asked. “Does that 
mean they don’t deserve freedom or 
liberty?”

He hypothesized that the com-
mon argument surrounding the 
Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell Repeal Act 
is that the military has changed in 
order to reflect changes in society; 
coupled with the inclusion of women 
in combat positions, it has made the 
military seem like a progressive insti-
tution.

“The inclusion of groups like 
women in combat positions and now 
gay and lesbian service people has 
made the US military seem progres-
sive, culturally on the cutting edge,” 
Willse said. “It sort of brands the 

military in a way that serves as a nor-
malizing function.”

For people who fight against dis-
crimination, these changes may seem 
positive. However, as an anti-war ac-
tivist, Willse argued that these chang-
es have served as “pinkwashing” for 
the military. Hiding under the cover 
of progressive viewpoints, the mili-
tary has created an even wider base to 
draw troops from, while continuing 
its overall goals and tactics.

Posing another overall question, 
Willse challenged the audience to 
provide an example of LGBTQ poli-
tics that doesn’t simply ask for inclu-
sion but also keeps other important 
values, like anti-war politics, in the 
foreground.

“We don’t critique war, we ap-
plaud gay people being able to move 
into it,” Willse said.

Many of the assembled students 
noted that they were impressed by 
Willse’s wide-ranging argument, 
which incorporated diverse material 
and synthesized it into a brief, clear 
lecture.

“Willse’s research brilliantly 
brought together ideas of war, lack 
of American anti-war campaigns, 
queerness, imperialism, [the problem 
of a] biological basis of queer iden-
tity, pinkwashing, and Lady Gaga 
into a half-hour long lecture that was 
accessible and easy to follow,” Rode 
said.

The lecture addressed many 
well-known political and social is-
sues that many students were able 
to connect with. Equally important, 
though, was the way Willse asked 
students to think about the issues. 
The lecture challenged many com-
monly held assumptions and beliefs, 
encouraging students to think differ-
ently about the issues.

“I think the talk uniquely 
explor[ed] the intersections of [a 
wide variety of issues] in a way that I 
don’t think anybody is currently do-
ing here,” Goldberg said.
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Marching: Activists
Discuss Gun Laws

Mayor of Middletown Dan Drew 
echoed Blumenthal’s sentiment.

“The gun lobby sells weapons, and 
they sell ammunition, but their real stock 
and trade is fear,” Drew said. “Seventy-
four percent of the NRA’s corporate con-
tributions come from weapons manufac-
tures. So the NRA, which builds itself as 
an organization for individuals, is actually 
a front for all the weapons manufactures 
in the United States of America, and that 
is not acceptable because they’re billing 
themselves as something other than they 
are. And they’re doing it in spite of the 
effect that those companies have on hu-
man life, and that is morally detestable.”

In his speech, Blumenthal expressed 
the need for united efforts against gun 
control.

“We have to make sure that these 
shootings don’t become the new nor-
mal,” he said. “The dysfunction that you 
see in Washington right now has to be 
cured, and it’s a dysfunction we can cure 
by making gun violence [a bipartisan is-
sue]. There’s nothing partisan about sav-
ing people from gun violence.”

One main theme across the speech-
es was how grassroots activism against 
gun violence can be a means to secure 
a safer future for youths. The horror of 
losing a child to gun violence is a real-
ity for speakers Nicole Hockley and Neil 
Heslin, parents of Dylan Hockley and 

Jesse Lewis, victims of the Sandy Hook 
Elementary School shooting.

“[The] worst thing that could hap-
pen to a parent is losing a child,” Heslin 
said. “The worst thing to see is your child 
in a casket; in Jesse’s case, the worst thing 
to see is the bullet hole in his head. It’s 
all of us that [have] to make change in a 
society. The pro-gun and antigun people 
need to come together to find a common 
ground.”

Hockley works with Sandy Hook 
Promise, an advocacy group focused on 
open dialogue and parent-to-parent con-
versations. She expressed the need for 
Americans to persistently work together 
against gun violence.

“We cannot turn away from the is-
sue because it’s too sad, or it’s too hard, 
or it’s too confrontational, or because it’s 
too political,” Hockley said. “I believe 
the real change we need will come from 
our hearts and minds. Legislation follows 
once the majority of Americans have al-
ready agreed to that change.”

Speakers highlighted the urgency 
and importance of addressing education 
on gun violence awareness.

“I have kids too,” Murphy said. “I 
do not want them to grow up in a world 
where we have just become immune to 
the fact that every single day, sixteen 
and seventeen year olds go down in 
Bridgeport and New Haven simply be-
cause kids don’t know how to resolve an 
argument other than [to] go get a gun.”

CHONG GU/STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

U.S. Senator from Connecticut Chris Murphy addressed the crowd   
at the conference on Saturday.
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Tuition and fees to rise five percent next year
By Dana Wollman

Staff Writer

The Board of Trustees de-
cided last month to increase the 
cost of attendance for the 2004-
2005 school year to $40,124. This 
price, which is approximately five 
percent more than this year’s costs, 
includes tuition, a basic one-room 
double, and subscription to a 12-
meal plan.

In a letter sent to parents 
on April 20, President Bennet 
emphasized the necessity of hav-
ing sufficient funds to maintain 
faculty as well as begin construc-
tion on numerous projects around 
campus.

“Our collective efforts are 
focused on ensuring the highest 
quality educational experiences 
and opportunities for your stu-
dents,” Bennet said in the letter.

“The biggest share of 
our cost is salaries and ben-
efits,” said Director of University 
Communications Justin Harmon. 
“We need to hire and retain the 
strongest faculty available to us, 
and that means we must pay com-
petitive salaries.”

The administration also ex-
pressed hopes that an increase in at-
tendance costs will strengthen the 
financial aid program.

“[We wish to] ensure that the 
University will remain affordable to 
talented students without regard to 
family income,” Bennet wrote.

Elizabeth McCormick, director 
of Financial Aid, said that students 
reapply every year for financial aid 
and that current financial situations 
are measured against new tuition 
rates. For this reason, she said that 
students receiving financial should 
not be concerned about the decision.

“The financial aid award is based 
on the cost of attendance for a given 
year compared to the family’s abil-
ity to pay toward those expenses,” 
McCormick said.

McCormick also suggested that 
the raise in tuition, in part, is the 
price of a policy guaranteeing the full 
demonstrated need of its students.

“One of the major components 
of the University budget is financial 
aid,” said McCormick. “Funding for 
financial aid comes from annual gifts 
to the university, earnings from en-
dowed funds, federal and state grant 
sources, as well as some of tuition 

revenue, all to meet the need of our 
students on financial aid.”

In his letter to parents, Bennet 
said that the administration has been 
doing everything possible to mini-
mize costs. He noted the implemen-
tation of more efficient practices in 
offices, the employment of new mass-
vendors, and cuts in other areas of the 
budget.

“In every area of the institution, 
we look for, and find, ways to keep 
our rates of tuition increase as low 
as possible,” Bennet said. “We have 
made cuts and realized savings in 
many areas.”

Efficiency measures for this aca-
demic year included the refinancing 
of loans for telephone and energy 
management equipment, the employ-
ment of new insurance vendors, eval-
uations and replacements of energy 
inefficient lighting, and the retrain-
ing of custodians. Many energy-sav-
ing measures were intended to reduce 
printing costs, such as the develop-
ment of an online events calendar.

When asked why the tuition in-
creases annually, Bromberg said that 
the administration would like to in-
crease its endowment by eight percent 
over the next several years and that 

since revenue in gifts is not likely 
to increase, the trustees must in-
crease the tuition.

“Since we anticipate endow-
ment spending will not increase 
over the next couple of years, we 
are relying on tuition increases 
more than we normally would to 
help us cover increases in utility 
costs, insurances, contracted ser-
vices, financial aid, salary increas-
es and other costs of running the 
University.”

Harmon added that annual 
increases in tuition are part of a 
trend that many colleges and uni-
versities experience. Many institu-
tions like Wesleyan, he said, al-
locate the majority of their funds 
toward salaries, insurance benefits, 
and investments in equipment, 
the prices of which are likely to 
increase with regularity.

“Annual tuition increases 
happen because the cost of the 
education Wesleyan provides go 
up every year,” Harmon said. 
“Benefits costs, such as health 
insurance, tend to increase much 
faster than the general rate of in-
flation. So do the prices of books 
and periodicals for the library.”
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This is a truly great week at the Film Series, kicking off with “Harold and 
Maude,” an enduring cult favorite that is sure to leave something in your heart, 
before moving on to “Where Do We Go Now?”, another superb offering from 
this year’s Middle Eastern series.  The latter half of the calendar starts off with 
the truly hilarious summer blockbuster “This is the End,” before ending with 
the mind-bogglingly good “Sunrise,” which was just recently voted the fifth best 
film of all time in the latest Sight and Sound poll, the highest of all silent features.

HAROLD AND MAUDE
1971. USA. Dir: Hal Ashby. With With Bud Cort, 
Ruth Gordon. 91 min.
Wednesday, Oct. 2. 8 p.m. $5.

If you haven’t seen this movie, this is your chance! 
Bud Cort plays the wonderfully weird Harold, a 
morbid, death-obsessed teenager relentlessly pushed 
by his mother to start dating but who would rather 
stage his own suicides. That is, until he meets Maude, 
an equally bizarre 79-year-old woman, unforgettably 
portrayed by the spritely Ruth Gordon, at a funeral 
where both characters are spectators. What begins as 
a friendship evolves into genuine romance. Yes, it’s 
strange, but their atypical relationship remains a timeless testament to the power 
of love for the eccentrics and outsiders in us all, a heart-wrenchingly sincere film 
that, under Ashby’s direction, becomes a poignant generational contrast imbued 
with true existential substance. But above all else, it’s the film’s depth of feeling 
that is most enduring (Cat Stevens’ beautiful score certainly helps), proving that 
before Wes Anderson, there was “Harold and Maude.”

 

WHERE DO WE GO NOW?
2011. Lebanon/France. Dir: Nadine Labaki. With 
Labaki. 110 min.
Thursday, Oct. 3. 8 p.m. Free.

A powerful and smartly humorous addition 
to our Middle Eastern series, “Where Do We Go 
Now?” tells the story of a group of women banding 
together to keep the Christian and Muslim men in 
their town at peace. It is a movie that is many things 
at once: a powerful commentary on the region, a tale 
of feminine empowerment, as well as a story about 
the power of peace over violence. A rare chance in 
cinema to see a group of women bonding over some-

thing other than their love lives, Thursday night promises to be both a wonder-
fully educational and charming evening.

 

THIS IS THE END
2013. USA. Dir: Evan Goldberg, Seth Rogen. With 
With James Franco. 107 min.
Friday, Oct. 4. 8 p.m. $5.

This was amongst the most pleasant surprises of 
the summer movie calendar.  Featuring an array of 
stars too extensive to list, quite a lot could have gone 
wrong, but it turned out to be wildly successful, a hi-
larious portrayal of needy and petty Hollywood man-
children forced to come together under the most ri-
diculous of circumstances. It’s a film that will leave 
you laughing from start to finish. Take, for instance, 
Michael Cera’s portrayal of himself as a party-hardy 
misogynistic cokehead, and you’ll see what I mean. 
Come join practically every major star alive for this apocalypse-induced broman-
tic hangout session; it’s sure to start your Friday night off on the right note.

 

SUNRISE
1927. USA. Dir: F.W. Murnau. With George 
O’Brien, Janet Gaynor.
Saturday, October 5. 8 p.m. Free.

“Sunrise” is possibly the most important movie 
you have never heard of. Fox brought F.W. Murnau 
over from Germany to make this silent masterpiece. 
They then used him and the set as a teaching tool for 
their young directors at the time, including such big 
names as John Ford and Frank Borzage. On Saturday, 
come learn how they did and appreciate Murnau’s 
genius next time you watch “Stagecoach” or “7th 
Heaven.” Even if you aren’t a movie buff, you can 

appreciate the beauty of German Expressionism combined with the romance of 
Hollywood. It promises to be a magical evening.

The Cine-Files
Submitted by Lillian Holman & Andreas Streuli

Film Board Representatives

Los Strokes and Weezus Rock 
Fountain Avenue

By Chris Roth
Staff Writer

As a third-year Wesleyan student, 
I am embarrassed to say that on Friday 
I attended a senior house concert for 
the first time. Sure, I’d walked through 
many house parties while live bands 
were performing, but I’d never really 
been involved. I was always the kid who 
was wearing one too many layers to be 
comfortable, who looked in and realized 
that he probably wasn’t in the right place 
for casual conversation.

Last Friday, a perfect storm of cir-
cumstances changed everything for the 
better. First, I realized that I had been 
slacking on my Argus duties. Second, 
not one but two of my favorite bands 
from my younger years were coming 
to life in the form of Wesleyan student 
cover bands.

After spending the beginning part 
of the night relentlessly persuading my 
friends to come with me, I finally arrived 
at the house. “Oh, the redhead said you 
shred cello/And I’m jello baby” emanat-
ed through the house as I stepped into 
the kitchen. Perhaps it was an omen, 
because I had always felt that Rivers 
Cuomo had read my mind when he 
wrote that lyric. I immediately began to 
reminisce about high school as Weezus 
played on, remembering the camarade-
rie I had felt with Cuomo’s dorky lyrics 

and self-deprecating personality.
That is, until I was greeted by a 

flying body. As I caught this spectator 
who was well on his way to butt-plant, I 
had the brilliant insight that I probably 
should not enter the dance floor with 
my heavy flannel on. Just as I finally 
made my way onto the dance floor, “El 
Scorcho” finished up and Weezus was 
off the stage.

Los Strokes’ set began with “You 
Only Live Once,” but at a tempo that 
more closely resembled the Haim cover 
(check it out). As Jaime de Venecia ’15 
crooned the first verse, the crowd was 
relatively tame. After he finished, the 
band went silent. In retrospect, this was 
the calm before the storm. Ten seconds 
of anticipation later, de Venecia came to 
the mic to make an announcement.

“This is The Strokes, who we be-
lieve is the greatest rock band ever,” de 
Venecia proclaimed.

And in came the guitar. From 
then on, the concert was a blur. People 
flew in every direction; shirts came off, 
and accidents were pervasive. If you 
wanted to greet a friend five feet across 
the room, you certainly couldn’t do so 
by volition, but you wouldn’t have to, 
as you would give them a very personal 
greeting five minutes later when your 
bodies slammed together. Los Strokes 
and Weezus nailed jam after jam as 
the die-hards sang every lyric, and the 

know-nothings danced just as hard. I’m 
certainly prone to timidity at times, but 
during this concert I was one of the 
most flamboyant members of the audi-
ence. The vibe was so infectious that it 
was impossible not to dance.

My favorite part of the night 
came when they played “Reptilia.” For 
a brief moment during the chorus, I 
disengaged myself from the music and 
looked at my surroundings. The guy on 
my left, who looked like he was having 
the time of his life, was singing. The girl 
on my right, who had been timid for the 
majority of the night, was singing. My 
friend, whose favorite artists are Imagine 
Dragons and Taylor Swift, was singing. 
Here we were, 40-50 college kids, taking 
a reprieve from facing one of the most 
challenging schools in the country, sing-
ing along to one of the greatest jams of 
the 2000s. This, if I have ever seen it, 
was pure bliss.

After the concert, I stayed in the 
chaos that is Fountain Avenue on any 
given Friday and socialized. According 
to my friends who I spoke to the next 
day, I was completely dazed for the rest 
of the night. This concert will be one of 
the many fond memories I will recall 
when I look back at my experience at 
Wesleyan. If you haven’t been to a house 
concert yet, I highly suggest you go. If 
it’s anything like last Friday night, you 
won’t be disappointed.

Proposals, Mothers, and Blerta: 
A Guide to Fall TV Shows
By Sarah Corey and Beanie Feldstein 

Contributing Writers

Now that you’ve all said goodbye 
to Walter White, let us remind you of 
your old friends on network prime-
time. We’ve been waiting all sum-
mer for our favorite friends—sorry, 
characters—to come back. We’ve 
got weddings at every corner and the 
beginning of the end for shows and 
characters, plus Tina Fey. Here’s a 
roundup for the awesome start to the 
fall season. Warning: spoilers ahead.

“How I Met Your Mother:” 
Two words: THE MOTHER. The 
adorable Cristin Milioti makes her 
first appearance as Ted’s long awaited 
future wife. So far, we know she makes 
some kick-ass cookies and hates Ted’s 
driving gloves as much as we do. Fans 
can’t wait to see what the final season 
holds in store for her. The hour-long 
premiere took us to Long Island for 
the beginning of Barney and Robin’s 
wedding weekend, which will be the 
setting for the rest of the season. As 
Wesleyan students (co-creators Carter 
Bays ’97 and Craig Thomas ’97 are 
University alumni themselves) and 
long-time HIMYM fans, we can’t 
wait to see how the journey of Ted, 
Marshall, Barney, Lily, and Robin will 
end, so Ted’s kids can finally get off 
the couch.

“New Girl:” Nick and Jess are 
all in! But they can’t handle the idea 
of living together as a couple yet, so 
they escape to Mexico to get some 
time alone. Meanwhile, Winston 
(along with his puzzle) and Schmidt 
struggle to be friends without Nick 
to complete their guy-trio. Schmidt 
is struggling to choose between Cece 
and Elizabeth. We feel that the show 
wants the audience to pick Cece, 
but personally we can’t help but root 
for Elizabeth, portrayed brilliantly 
by Emmy winner Merritt Wever of 
“Nurse Jackie.” In the second epi-

sode of the season, Nick helps Jess as 
she struggles to fit in with the cool 
teachers at her new school. Winston 
falls in love with a cat (who later licks 
Schmidt’s nipples), and we still don’t 
know if Schmidt is picking Elizabeth 
or Cece! We’ll have to stay tuned.

“Modern Family:” Little 
Fulgencio Pritchett, Gloria and Jay’s 
baby, is here to stay. He made a 
huge splash in the premiere episode 
by providing social commentary on 
gay marriage. As for the rest of the 
kids, the boys are joining Alex in 
high school, Lily is in first grade, and 
Haley is hitting on Mitchell’s boss. 
A great moment of the premiere was 
when Phil and Gloria attempt to be 
extras in a commercial. But the best 
moment had to be when Cam and 
Mitch’s individual plans to propose to 
each other fall through and they both 
ended up down on one knee and sim-
ply said “yes!” We are beyond amped 
for the wedding.

“Grey’s Anatomy:” Yes, it is still 
on the air and still going strong. The 
premiere opened with our beloved 
Dr. Webber electrocuted in the base-
ment. Meanwhile, upstairs, Meredith 
and Derek’s son Bailey Shepard is 
happy and healthy, and Dr. Bailey 
could not be happier with the name 
choice. Our favorite couple is on 
the rocks because, after discovering 
that Arizona cheated on her, Callie 
moves her and their daughter out of 
the house (which brings us one of the 
best moments with Derek and the 
two baby girls outside looking at the 
stars). Unfortunately, the interns lost 
their first victim, quirky Dr. Brooks, 
but it brings them closer together. 
With their walk into the sunset, it 
is clear that they are our future. And 
while we can’t possibly imagine the 
show without the spectacular Sandra 
Oh as Dr. Yang, we know that she is 
going to bring it during her final sea-
son. Bring on the tears, Yang!

“Glee:” So here is what you 
missed on “Glee!” The theme of the 
week is The Beatles. The second gay 
proposal of the TV week happened 
when Blaine serenaded Kurt with the 
help of every single glee club in the 
state of Ohio. And while we appre-
ciate the sentiment, it is almost too 
ridiculous to watch. (Yes, they are just 
eighteen years old.) The Beatles epi-
sodes were written before the tragic 
death of Cory Monteith this summer, 
so we have to wait until the third epi-
sode for a tribute to him. While the 
first episode was mediocre, we will 
definitely be tuning in to see guest 
star Demi Lovato make her appear-
ance as Santana’s love interest next 
week.

“Saturday Night Live:” Let’s 
put it this way, they did a “Girls” 
parody promo. There’s a fifth girl 
in town. Her name is Blerta. She is 
from Albania and is played by host 
Tina Fey. Clearly the season is already 
off to a good start. And while we all 
miss everyone who left (specifically 
Stefon), we can’t wait to see the six 
new players live their dreams. Fey 
helped them find their footing in the 
first episode and definitely gave them 
a chance to shine. We can’t even begin 
to imagine what it would be like to 
work with the queen of comedy and 
be a cast member on SNL for the first 
time all in one night. Hopefully the 
newbies can keep up!

C/O NEWNOWNEXT.COM

Kurt and Blaine share a kiss af-
ter an over-the-top proposal on 
“Glee.”

C/O WIKIPEDIA.ORG
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C/O ONDVDRELEASES.COM



Check out 
The Argus online:

wesleyanargus.com

Follow us on Twitter: 
@wesleyanargus

And like us on 
Facebook!

THE WESLEYAN ARGUSTUESDAY, OCTOBER 1, 2013  arts • 7

Oneohtrix Point Never Explores 
The Unknown on R Plus Seven

By Rohan Samarth
Contributing Writer

At this point in ambient and 
experimental music, comparing any 
artist of the genre to Brian Eno has 
become the equivalent of idly compar-
ing the latest folk-pop sensation to a 
certain Robert Zimmerman. But when 
Daniel Lopatin of Oneohtrix Point 
Never speaks in interviews, his char-
acteristic tonality and diction strongly 
recall those of the ambient pioneer: a 
precisely-tuned ear to minute sonic 
details and the subtleties of musical 
timbre.

“I’m trying to take the past and 
make it an abstract material that I can 
then start from scratch and work with, 
you know,” Lopatin said in an inter-
view with FACT. “And I just need it 
because I need material, I need stuff, I 
need paint.”

A common criticism lobbed at 
modern “indie culture” is its obsession 
with “retromania.”  (See Disclosure’s 
90s garage revival or chillwave’s per-
petual nostalgia obsession.) And the 
stranger spheres of popular music 
inhabited by Oneohtrix boast no 
immunity either. Earlier this year, 
the short-lived micro-genre “vapor-
wave” constructed dioramas of VHS 
soundbites and elevator muzak, and 
pop-experimentalist James Ferraro 
purposefully deformed his own stu-
dio instrumental work to reproduce 
the textures of such sampled sound. 
Driven by grainy, tautly-wound vo-
cal samples, Oneohtrix’s last release, 
Replica, certainly placed him in line 
with such acts.

But Lopatin’s new release, R Plus 
7, leaves the samples behind in favor of 
analogue hardware. It’s a stylistic step 
forward, one that continues to recall 
memories as a vantage point for look-
ing ahead. Like sample musicians who 
utilize the entirety of recorded music as 
a vast toolbox for sonic appropriation, 
Lopatin treats the past as an aesthetic 
grab bag for futuristic repurposing.

But while Ferraro and vaporwave 
artists both affect an oddly mixed dose 
of hypnagogia and nostalgia, Oneohtrix 
paints more emotionally diverse and 
intricate soundscapes. Moving away 
from the ethereal drone elements of 
his initial releases and Replica’s dusty 
menacing density, his latest release flat-
tens his sound onto a more horizontal 
plane, routinely utilizing silence as a 
means of distinctly defining the edges 
of his particular synth sounds.

In that vein, the album holds an 
intimate relationship with the physi-
cal; Lopatin prolongs your focus on 
each musical object, each distinctive 
in its bizarre sound color, slowly un-
folding and transmuting into different 
forms over minutes. In R Plus Seven, 
the sonic approaches the visual, as mo-
ments in audio find a tactile solidity.

Each of the tracks exhibits a novel 
approach to musical form. Most songs 

meander through specific phases: the 
spastic synth stabs in “Zebra” lend a 
high level of rhythmic movement until 
halfway through, when the song enters 
a sudden ambient reversal, ending a 
particularly animated piece by unfurl-
ing slowly into the atmosphere.

Other tracks, like the wanderlust-
inspired “Inside World,” traverse sev-
eral tonally disparate landscapes with 
little revisiting. “Problem Areas,” on 
the other hand, sticks to one simple, 
rhythmic MIDI line, which phases 
through a number of different synths 
until the song detours to a brief airy 
bridge in the middle. The result of this 
structural erraticism is that moments 
become the object of focus, as opposed 
to the narrative development of struc-
tured sections; Lopatin directs your at-
tention to the “now” and not to expec-
tations of harmonic change or melodic 
development.

Take a look at the recent wonky 
music video for “Problem Areas.” The 
three minutes cycle through a number 
of arrangements of objects on a bi-
zarrely lighted table: an upturned chess 
set, a cracked iPhone, three normal ba-
nanas, and a fourth, silver banana. The 
absurd humor lies artfully diametric to 
the occasionally protested “pretension” 
of experimental music. Each of these 
objects seems oddly, methodically se-
lected and placed.

Likewise in the song, Lopatin 
meticulously sculpts and selects each 
sound for its specific entrance and 
tonal metamorphosis. The first couple 
minutes of “Boring Angel” feature 
muted liquid pads, until, at 1:52, a 
fiery rattle of an arpeggio synth line 
turns the placid waters inside out. 

Rather than playing with dynamics or 
harmonic structure, Oneohtrix focuses 
on timbre to build and release tension.

Snippets of traditional melodic 
beauty break in occasionally.  However, 
they are sparse and in between, as 
Lopatin describes pop moments as 
“buried deep” within the music. 
Around 1:40 in “Still Life,” palatial vo-
cal chords descend for a few seconds, 
sandwiched between ethereal sections 
of ominously haphazard synth stabs; 
it’s a gasp of air above the surface be-
fore suddenly dropping back below 
stormy waters.

The break in the middle at 2:55 
recalls a hip hop sub bass drop, while 
the coda to “Chrome Country” brings 
to mind a church cathedral organ’s im-
posing majesty. These subtle references 
to a wide variety of genres and atmo-
spheres can certainly be found, but he 
enshrouds them within thick layers of 
scatterbrained fog. I can only describe 
the feeling as a strangely familiar un-
familiarity.

In this sense, the album takes 
materiality as its focus: the concept of 
thought as physical, of sounds and mo-
ments as tangible. The unfamiliarity of 
the terrain may initially distance listen-
ers unacquainted with experimental 
music.  However, I would say patience 
is in order, the patience to habituate to 
worlds with which you’re unfamiliar.

After acclimating to the alien en-
vironment, listeners can appreciate the 
album’s constantly surprising moment-
to-moment beauty, delightfully con-
fusing you with strange feelings you 
may not have previously felt, like the 
sensation of listening to the sound of 
thoughts. Or something less weird.

us analyze each character’s moti-
vations. Actors memorized lines 
within three hours, after which we 
ventured out into the real world 
for breakfast.

By noon, we’d finished block-
ing out the play and establishing 
our set. Around two o’clock, the 
delirium began to kick in, and we 
decided that all of the characters 
were cocaine addicts, and one 
was a murderer. By three, we’d 
finished tech; the brilliant Rachel 
Leicher ’15 and Ian Carr ’15 
helped us set up light and sound 
cues, respectively. We then gath-
ered our props and split up for an 
hour to find costumes. Finally, at 
5 p.m., everyone regrouped in the 
theater to run through all seven 
short plays.

The doors opened at eight, 
and as my friends settled around 
me in the audience, I pulled to-
gether my last threads of sanity 
to watch the final product. I’m 
no stranger to theater, but every 

semester I experience a unique thrill 
while watching the One Day Plays. 
I love seeing everyone come together 
and put on such a fantastic produc-
tion in less than twenty-four hours.

The scripts were funny, intelli-
gent, and occasionally heartbreaking: 
Coz Deicke ’15 ventured into the 
ridiculous by writing a play that fea-
tured the names of each of his fellow 
late night writers, while Justin Greene 
’16 delved into the more serious with 
one of his characters candidly telling 
his best friend that he plans to com-
mit suicide in the next room. The ac-
tors amazed me with their seemingly 
endless energy and dedication. The 
coordinators, Carr, Dan Storfer ’15, 
and Cicily Gruber ’15, were awake 
and present for the entire event; they 
are the champs to end all champs.

Did I have any cognitive func-
tion left by the end of the night? 
Probably not. Did I sleep for 18 hours 
straight the next day? More or less. 
Did I make memories and friends 
that made it all worth while? You bet 
I did. That’s the One Day Plays for 
you: no sleep, no regrets. Just theater.

C/O WWW.LAST.FM
Listening to Oneohtrix’s new album, R Plus Seven, might require pa-
tience and effort, but it’s nonetheless engaging.

Plays: Sleepy Students 
Create Seven Plays

Continued from front page

EMMA DAVIS/STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Cheyanne Williams ’17 and Sarah Corey ’15 sip tea in “Corncob 
Dreaming,” one of the shorts from the One Day Plays.  

C O L L E G E  Of   L E T T E R S:
C U L T I V A T I N G   T H E   

E D U C A T E D   
I M A G I N A T I O N.

 
OpEN HOUSE wILL bE HELD OCT. 16 AT 

4:15 p.M. IN THE COL LIbRARy, 
41 wyLLyS, THIRD fLOOR

	  

	  
Yo Aristotle, what 
was up with that 
COLLOQUIUM 
today?!?! 

	  
That discussion 
was off da hook, 
Plato. Antiquity 
colloquium’s 
where it’s at! 
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WEEKEND IN REVIEW

Top Left: Lauren Langer 
’16, Katie Solomon ’15, 
and Connie Des Marais 
’17 debate how to han-
dle a mysterious box of 
drugs in one of the One 
Day Plays.

Center Left, Bottom 
Left, and Bottom Right:  
“Who’s Hungry,” an ex-
perimental puppet show 
written and produced 
by Dan Froot and di-
rected by Dan Hurlin, 
wowed the audience at 
the World Music Hall this 
weekend.

Top and Center 
Right: DonChristian 
(DonChristian Jones ’08), 
along with Cybergiga 
(Sam Lyons ’12) and 
FXWRK (Coral Foxworth 
’15), played at Eclectic 
on Saturday night.

NOAH MERTZ/STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

EMMA DAVIS/STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

NOAH MERTZ/STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

EMMA DAVIS/STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

HISTORICAL NEWS PAGE 1 PAGE 4 PAGES TOTAL
  
 8600 

DAT VU/STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

DAT VU/STAFF PHOTOGRAPHERDAT VU/STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
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Top: A misinterpreation 
of Buddhism leads 
to a suicide in “Bad 
Metaphysics.”

Center: Thoroughly 
sleep-deprived, the cast 
of the One Day Plays 
takes a bow.

Bottom Left: The final 
play in the One Day Plays 
series gave an interesting 
account of what happens 
during SJB hearings.

Bottom Right: “Bad 
Metaphysics” tackled 
some heavy subject mat-
ter during the One Day 
Plays.

EMMA DAVIS/STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

EMMA DAVIS/STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

EMMA DAVIS/STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

EMMA DAVIS/STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

HISTORICAL NEWS PAGE 1 PAGE 4 PAGES TOTAL
  
 8600 
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INGREDIENTS
8 SHEETS OF GRAHAM CRACKERS 
(16 GRAHAM CRACKER SQUARES)

3 LARGE, RIPENED BANANAS
3 TBSP. CREAMY PEANUT BUTTER

1 TSP. CINNAMON
WAX PAPER

ALUMINUM FOIL

By Meghan Nayyar
Staff Writer

My favorite snack food during 
sweltering summer days is an ice cream 
sandwich. Two velvety cookies tightly 
hugging a chunk of rich ice cream per-
fectly hits the spot on lazy, sweaty after-
noons. And I don’t discriminate: I’ll take 
an Oreo Klondike bar, a Good Humor 
Chipwich covered with a crunchy layer 
of chocolate chips, a classic, rectangu-
lar, fudgy chocolate bar that inevitably 
leaves residue all over my hands and 
face, or even an unlabeled one, like 
those sold in Weshop.

While these classics always rank 
high on my dessert list,  I sometimes 
look for something lighter during the 
summer heat. These graham cracker 
banana “ice cream” sandwiches are a 
refreshing and light alternative. They’re 
different from the classics: they actually 
don’t contain any ice cream at all. The 
creamy goodness comes from a frozen 
mixture of bananas, peanut butter, and 
a sprinkle of cinnamon, and the chewy 
structure encasing it is made of graham 
crackers. They’re one of the easiest des-
serts to create, but it’s important to 
make sure you hide them behind the 
frozen peas to keep them from disap-
pearing, as my first batch mysteriously 

Go Bananas and 
Scream for Ice Cream

did over the summer.
Since there are only a few hot and 

sunny days left before Wesleyan be-
comes a tundra for a good six months, 
here’s a recipe for a fun alternative to my 
favorite frozen treat. Doubtless, they will 
even leave some crumbs on your finger-
tips to lick off, just like the real deal.

Graham Cracker Banana “Ice 
Cream” Sandwiches

1. Blend bananas, peanut butter, and 
cinnamon until creamy.
2. Freeze mixture for three to four hours, 
stirring occasionally.
3. Spoon mixture onto graham cracker 
squares and top with another level of 
squares.
4. Wrap sandwiches in wax paper and 
aluminum foil and freeze for another 
three to four hours.

Hilary Brumberg
Contributing Writer

Ask five-year-old Hilary what her 
favorite food is, and she will enthusias-
tically shout “pawwstah!” Ask eighteen-
year-old Hilary what her favorite food is, 
and she will respond similarly, with the 
reverberations of her voice likely coming 
from the Pastabilities line.

My life-long pasta obsession result-
ed in my parents (or rather, Hannukah 
Harry) getting me an old-fashioned 
pasta press last winter. It is easily up 
there on my list of most prized posses-
sions, right next to my ice cream maker. 
I would highly recommend getting one 
for any pasta enthusiast; they cost as 
little as $20.

Although I didn’t bring my pasta 
maker to college, I continue to try to 
make pasta because the ingredients are 
relatively inexpensive and easily attain-
able. And, especially for ravioli, a pasta 
press is definitely not necessary.

This ravioli is a great comfort food 
recipe for those days when you have 200 
pages of reading and a problem set due 
the next day. Easily made in a dorm/
apartment/senior house kitchen, this 
meal will get you through those nights 
when you need to cram and don’t have 
time to wait in that Pastabilities line.

Ravi-YOLO: Pasta Pillows 
With A Little Elbow Grease

Homemade Spinach and Cheese 
Ravioli

(Adapted from Food Network)
1. To make pasta dough, measure 
flour into a medium mixing bowl. 
Make a well in the flour and crack 
eggs into it. Stir to combine. Add ol-
ive oil and 1/2 teaspoon salt and stir 
again.
2. Knead until smooth and elasticy. If 
too dry, add more olive oil or water. 
If too wet and sticky, add more flour. 
Form dough into ball in bottom of 
bowl, cover with damp towel, and set 
aside.
3. To make filling, wilt spinach in a 
saucepan with a teaspoon of oil over 
medium heat until about half its size. 
Turn off heat, and add 1/2 teaspoon 
of each of the following: salt, pepper, 
lemon juice, ricotta cheese, heavy 
cream, and Parmesan cheese. Put 
saucepan with filling into refrigerator 
to cool.
4. To assemble ravioli, break dough 
into chunks and roll through a tradi-
tional pasta maker. If a pasta maker 
is not available, use a lightly-floured 
rolling pin to shape dough into a 1/8-
inch thick sheet. Cut dough into as 
many 2-inch squares as possible.
5. Place one tablespoon of spinach 
and cheese filling on the center of half 

INGREDIENTS

2 CUPS ALL PURPOSE FLOUR, 
PLUS MORE FOR DUSTING

4 LARGE EGGS
1 TSP. SALT

2 TBSP. OLIVE OIL
1 LB. FRESH SPINACH

1/2 TSP. PEPPER
JUICE OF 1/2 LEMON

1 LB. RICOTTA CHEESE
2 TBSP. HEAVY CREAM

1/4 CUP GRATED PARMESAN CHEESE
1 JAR OF MARINARA SAUCE, HEATED

(OPTIONAL)

of the dough squares. Place one other 
piece of dough on top to form a little 
sandwich, and pinch the corners to seal. 
Make sure the dough completely coats 
the filling, or else it will leak out.
6. Add ravioli to a pot of boiling water. 
You might need to cook them in mul-
tiple shifts because, if the ravioli are 
packed together too tightly in the pot, 
they will stick together. When the ravi-
oli float, after about 4 minutes, they are 
ready.
7. Serve hot with butter or marinara 
sauce and Parmesan cheese.

Chinese House hosted last week’s Spicy Food Competition in part to increase the house’s visibility on campus.
TRISHA ARORA/PHOTO EDITOR

Spicy Food Contest: A Tale of Fire And Milk
Ankur Neupane
Contributing Writer

Spicy foods: whether you like 
them or not, they provide a consider-
ably more exciting gustatory experi-
ence than grabbing dinner at Usdan 
at half past five on a drab Tuesday 
evening. Far more goes into prepar-
ing spicy food than slathering a dish 
with Tabasco or Sriracha, and the 
experience transcends simple con-
sumption. There is the smell of dried 
chili, the sweat of determined faces, 
the red-nose sniffles, and the oh-so-
rewarding prospect of milk at the end 
of your hot meal.

Fortunately, Chinese House’s 
Spicy Food Contest had each of these 
elements.

Held on Friday, Sept. 27, the 
competition was Chinese House’s 
first house event this academic year. 
The chief architect of the event was 
House Manager Lynn Ma ’16, who 
could be seen promptly seating all 
eager competitors in the lounge. The 
rules were simple: the dishes would 
get spicier, and anyone who finished 
all of the dishes without drinking 
milk was a winner.

Contestants were given a simple 
yet sumptuously crafted blend of 
pho noodles, chicken, and meat, all 
branded with the fiery red mark of 
chili. Equally spicy vegetarian ver-
sions of each dish were also available. 
Contestants ate from plastic plates, as 
they waited for the next batch of food 
to be presented.

Meanwhile, in the kitchen, a 
group of residents mixed the ingredi-
ents and engineered the spice. With 
a quick glance around, one could see 
four near-empty jars of chili flakes, 
crimson chili, teriyaki, and soy sauce. 
The residents, or makeshift chefs, 
could be seen occasionally dipping 
their chopsticks into the blend as 
they inspected the hotness of the 
dish, increasing the spiciness accord-
ingly.

But, for all of these added fla-
vors, the real secret behind the spice 
can be attributed to the nature of 
pho noodles. Unlike regular pho—

essentially a Vietnamese noodle dish 
served with broth—soup-less pho 
noodles are more akin to Pad Thai. 
Pho noodles soaked in oil cook faster. 
When spices are added to the mix, the 
noodles soak in the spice along with 
the oil. Add some herbs, a dab of pep-
per, and some vegetables or chicken, 
and the result is a zesty dish. The 
residents also added soy sauce, teri-
yaki sauce, and occasionally an entire 
chili. Most of the seasonings were 
bought from an Asian supermarket in 
West Hartford.

Back in the lounge, contestants 
were beginning to show signs of 
trouble as the barrage of spicy dishes 
burned their tongues. Some contes-
tants seemed near tears, while others 
struggled to appear unfazed. Many 
people had red faces and were gasp-
ing. Everybody was smiling, though, 
seemingly proud of braving the or-
deal. As contestants emptied their 
plates, the organizers brought in the 
next batch of dishes.

One of the most evident effects 
of the heat was the contestants’ de-

creased ability to speak.
“It’s pretty spicy,” said Jay 

Sharma ’16, when asked about his ex-
perience of participating in the com-
petition.

Others disagreed with this char-
acterization of the spiciness.

“I don’t consider myself a spicy 
food connoisseur, but I wasn’t dying,” 
said Willie Zabar ’16.

The one flaw in the competi-
tion was the initial lack of vegetarian 
food. The first dishes brought out all 
contained meat, although a show of 

hands proved that a significant por-
tion of the participants were vegetar-
ian.

The competition was meant 
to promote awareness of Chinese 
House. Participation in the com-
petition was impressive: the lounge 
was packed, the hosts expressed sur-
prise at the turnout, and there was 
not enough milk to go around. The 
competition bridged Eastern cuisines 
with hungry Wesleyan mouths and 
helped Chinese House to become one 
of the hottest tickets around.
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nutrition. The mandate for fast-food 
chains to post the number of calories on 
menus and drive-thru windows will only 
help consumers make healthy choices. 
Moreover, the law enacted by Congress 
will help to slow down the rampant rate of 
obesity in our country.

People need to be informed about 
unhealthy products so that they can make 
proper decisions on what to eat and what 
not to eat. Many people probably do not 
know that a Big Mac, large fries, and large 
Coke (30 ounces) amount to just over 
1300 calories. This is almost 75 percent of 
the recommended number of calories con-
sumed during the whole day for the aver-
age person. Perhaps seeing the number of 
calories next to a TRIPLE WHOPPER® 
or a Baconator will cause the number of 
salads purchased to rise.

This legislation works because it 
finds a way to help average Americans im-
prove their diets without restricting them 
from certain choices. Showing the number 
of calories on the menu doesn’t forbid a 
person from eating at Burger King. People 
need to know that they can still eat fast 
food; they should just consider limiting 
how often they do it.

Consumers do not have to take an 
all-or-nothing approach to fast food. An 
order of small fries with five chicken nug-
gets will not necessarily cause obesity; the 
naïveté of not accepting the fast food in-

dustry for what it truly is will. Moderation, 
balance, and sound advice will lead people 
to start making smarter dietary decisions.

Providing a visual of the number 
of calories may help people make better 
choices, but it will not destroy the fast food 
industry. Hopefully these calorie counts 
will encourage people to eat the high calo-
rie fare on fast food menus less frequently.

The Right to Know
By Erica DeMichiel, Contributing Writer

The act of eating is a very personal 
experience. But nothing could be more 
impersonal than not knowing what’s in 
our food.

While several studies have suggested 
that mandatory calorie counts in fast food 
restaurants do not change the eating habits 
of patrons, there is no reason to do away 
with the program. Though the law might 
not have a noticeable impact on decision 
making, it will still have a positive impact 
on society as a whole.

In a 2013 study performed by the 
British Medical Journal group, researchers 
investigated the American ability to gauge 
calorie intake at a variety of national fast 
food chains. Results indicated that partici-
pants severely underestimated how many 
calories they consumed over the course of 
data collection. They also discovered that 
as meal size increased, so did the degree of 
calorie misperception. In fact, one fourth 
of the study participants were off by as 

much as 500 calories when asked about 
the nutritional content of a specific meal.

This is further proof that we have 
no idea what we’re eating, and guessing 
is often unreliable and inaccurate. With 
over one third of our nation considered 
obese, according to the Center for Disease 
Control, these are guesses we simply can-
not afford to make.

One could even argue that by grant-
ing access to nutritional information, big 
fast food chains build trust with their 
customers by establishing a “no secrets” 
business approach. By advertising calorie 
counts, these companies are showing that 
they have nothing to hide from those who 
are purchasing their products. After all, the 
release of documentaries like “Super Size 
Me” and “Food, Inc.” left these chains 
starved for good publicity. Maybe calorie 
disclosure will even give them a nudge 
towards the development of lower-calorie 
items.

Another possible argument against 
the use of calorie counts is that the mea-
surements are often incorrect. However, a 
2011 Tufts University study found that, 
on average, restaurants with calorie counts 
are accurate, in spite of some discrepan-
cies.

In a society of mass production and 
artificial engineering, it’s easy to become 
out of touch with what exactly we’re 
consuming. But as American citizens, it’s 
important for us to safeguard our right to 
know.

Against Calorie Posting Laws
By Emma Davis, Contributing Writer

As someone who has struggled with 
body image in the past, there’s nothing I 
like less than being told what or how much 
to eat. Though I accept the rationale be-
hind the endless nutritional facts provided 
on the back of processed food, I prefer to 
maintain a healthy diet through the idea 
of balanced food groups rather than limit-
ing myself to the mandated 2,000 calories 
per day. So it came as an unpleasant sur-
prise when some of my favorite chains like 
Starbucks and Au Bon Pain began posting 
the number of calories in every item on 
their menus, making it nearly impossible 
to avoid the neurotic calorie-counting that 
I despise.

One reason I feel so strongly about 
these laws is that they seem to be preach-
ing to the choir, so to speak, by promoting 
weight consciousness among those already 
prone to it without offering effective al-
ternatives for those who are less aware. 
Among young women, for example, for 
whom ordering a brownie or other more 
filling menu items is often portrayed as an 
indulgence at best, a transgression at worst, 
these postings could further contribute to 
the societal pressure to choose a lower-
calorie item and increase their guilt over 
having even considered a more “fattening” 
option.

Additionally, the calorie postings 
may promote a skewed calories-per-dollar 

mentality, according to a January 2011 
study in The American Journal of Clinical 
Nutrition. This mentality would in turn 
lead those of lower socio-economic status 
to choose cheaper, higher-calorie items, 
which would encourage, rather than deter, 
a diet of fatty, processed foods.

So how successful are these laws, 
once put into practice? Not very, as cur-
rent research shows. Two studies in 2011 
from the British Medical Journal and 
the Health Affairs website note that only 
one in six or one in four subjects, respec-
tively, made use of the posted informa-
tion. Moreover, a study published in The 
American Journal of Clinical Nutrition 
in February 2011 reported that the post-
ings actually increased the caloric intake of 
subjects who described themselves as on 
a diet.

The question remains, therefore, as 
to why New York and other states are con-
tinuing to fuel weight stigma while only 
reforming the food industry itself on a su-
perficial level. To borrow a favorite quote 
of mine from Gloria Steinem, “If the shoe 
doesn’t fit, must we change the foot?” 
Rather than target consumers, whose deci-
sions about food are already overcompli-
cated by financial and societal concerns, 
the government should target fast food 
chains whose very menus and approaches 
to advertising have helped to spark the 
obesity epidemic in the United States. 
And in the meantime, the government can 
leave the rest of us to eat in peace.

Food Fight: FDA Regulations Spark Discussion

Women in STEM Day!
(Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math)

Events include panels with alumni and faculty, keynote speaker Nóirín Plunkett, and a networking reception.

Friday, Oct. 11
12-6 p.m.

Lunch will be provided.

For more info and to register for all or part of the event, contact Karen Warren at 
kwarren@wesleyan.edu.
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By Michael Sheldon
Contributing Writer

After very nearly beating Trinity 
on Friday, Sept. 27, the volleyball 
team finally ended its five-game los-
ing streak with a win over Rivier 
University the next day, bringing the 
team’s record to 3-9.

Wesleyan opened its weekend 
home stand against its NESCAC rival 
in a hotly contested, back-and-forth 
match. The two teams took each oth-
er to a deciding fifth set, when Trinity 
was able to close the door, taking a 
3-2 (25-20, 22-25, 25-22, 21-25, 15-
11) victory.

Captains Kim Farris ’14 and 
Kate Centofanti ’14 led the way of-
fensively with 31 and 19 kills, respec-
tively. Farris, whose 31 kills made 
for a college career high, added four 
aces to her impressive stat line. Claire 
Larson ’15 supported the effort, pro-
viding a remarkable 54 assists.

“As outside hitters, Kim and I are 
the outlets for each play,” Centofanti 
said. “If a pass isn’t directly to target, 
or if a dig is popped up off the net, we 
receive most of the sets.”

On the defensive side of things, 
Rachel Savage ’17 led the way for the 
Cardinals with 22 digs. Her efforts 
on defense provided plenty of second 
chance opportunities for Wesleyan 
on certain points. But according to 
her teammates, she’s providing much 
more than just that.

“[Savage has] been doing a phe-
nomenal job not only of picking up a 
lot of balls that we haven’t been able 
to in the past, but also in terms of 
spirit on the court,” Centofanti said. 
“She is very focused and definitely 
motivates everyone around her.”

Despite impressive individual 

play and tremendous heart shown by 
the team as a whole, the Cardinals 
were unable to push themselves over 
the top in the fifth and final set. They 
started strongly, taking an early 8-4 
lead, but then got caught up by their 
errors.

“I think that our downfall in 
the fifth set was our serving—we got 
nervous and missed three serves,” 
Centofanti said. “And that can 
change the momentum of a game 
very quickly.”

The loss extended the Cardinals’ 
losing streak to five games and 
dropped their record to 0-3 in 
NESCAC play, placing them in a tie 
with Bates for last in the conference.

Saturday spurred a bit more 
positivity as the Cardinals beat visit-
ing Rivier University by a 3-1 (25-
16, 15-25, 25-22, 28-26) score. The 
victory was the Cardinals’ first since 
their win against Worcester State 
three weeks ago.

Farris and Centofanti once again 
led the way with 30 combined kills, 
supported by Larson’s 42 assists. The 
most efficient Cardinal on offense, 
though, was Captain Monica Leslie 
’14, who managed nine kills on 17 
attempts for an impressive .353 kill 
percentage.

After dominating in the first 
set, the Cardinals appeared to lose 
control. They dropped the second 
set, mustering an underwhelming 15 
points.

“In the second set we expected 
[Rivier] to play a similar game to the 
first set, and we didn’t expect them to 
come back strong, which they did,” 
Centofanti said.

However, the Cardinals were 
able to regroup and take the next two 
highly competitive sets. Centofanti 

attributed this partially to the leader-
ship of Head Coach Gale Lackey.

“Gale definitely helped us fo-
cus up in between the second and 
third sets, and we went back to doing 
things that in the first set had got-
ten us points—hitting edges of the 
block, serving consistently, and get-
ting runs,” Centofanti said.

The match has no bearing on 
Wesleyan’s postseason ambitions, as 
only their in-conference record will 
be taken into account for seeding. 
However, the Cardinals are still hop-
ing they can use this win as a jump-
ing-off point from which they can 
turn their season around.

“That match [against Rivier] 
will certainly be a turning point in 
our season,” Centofanti said. “These 
matches are just as important as the 
division matches because they boost 
team morale, and, seeing as this is our 
first win in a little while, it really got 
us pumped for this coming week and 
weekend.”

As long as they are without an 
in-conference win, the Cardinals’ 
dreams of making NESCACs are very 
much in doubt. But, especially with 
another win now under their belt, 
there is still hope of cracking the top 
eight NESCAC teams and making 
the postseason a reality for Wesleyan.

“The more [conference match-
es] we can take, the more confident 
we can be that we will make it to 
NESCACs, which we haven’t done 
since my freshman year,” Centofanti 
said. “So that would be very excit-
ing.”

In terms of NESCAC play, the 
Cardinals will have to wait for now: 
their next match is at St. Joseph’s 
College, a non-conference opponent, 
on Tuesday, Oct. 1.

Volleyball Snaps Five-Game Losing Streak

Football Proves All Business in Win Over Hamilton

Kate Centofanti ’14 helped lead the volleyball team to its first win in 
its last six matches.

SHANNON WELCH/STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

By Felipe DaCosta
Assistant Sports Editor

After notching an emphatic 
home victory under the lights, the 
football team took to the road this 
past weekend to deliver a 35-6 beat-
ing to Hamilton. Now 2-0, the 
Cardinals have outscored their op-
ponents by a combined mark of 
87-15, and their conference-leading 
tally of 12 touchdowns nearly dou-
bles the next highest total, held by 
Middlebury with seven.

The Cardinals swiftly mount-
ed their aerial assault on hosting 
Hamilton with a long touchdown to 
start their second drive. Continuing 
his stellar early season form, quar-
terback Jesse Warren ’15 connected 
on a screen pass to receiver Kevin 
Hughes ’14, who dodged a pair of 
tacklers and darted from Wesleyan 
territory into the Continental end-
zone for a 66-yard score.

Warren would connect on two 
more touchdown passes in the game, 
finishing with 203 yards and 14 com-
pletions on 19 passing. After earning 
NESCAC Player of the Week honors 
for his effort against Tufts, Warren 
solidified himself as one of the most 
electrifying and efficient gunslingers 
in the ’CAC. Warren should also be 
thankful for the efforts of his offen-
sive line and receiving core; he has 
not been intercepted or sacked so far 
this season.

While the air game jumpstarted 
the offense, Wesleyan’s running at-
tack bested Warren’s total yardage 
with 211 gained on the ground. 
LaDarius Drew ’15 led the charge 
for the Cardinals, taking the ball 11 
times and racking up 96 yards. At 

the onset of the third quarter, Drew 
busted through a shattered Hamilton 
defense for a blistering 76-yard run 
into the end zone, one of his two 
scores of the day. Lou Stevens ’17 
also proved serviceable with the ball 
in his hands. The newcomer caught 
a three-yard touchdown pass of his 
own and racked up 85 yards.

The 414-yard effort by the 
Cardinals gave Head Coach Mike 
Whalen plenty to be happy about, es-
pecially in comparison to the team’s 
previous trips to upstate New York.

“The Hamilton game in par-
ticular was really good because we 
didn’t play well the last time we trav-
eled up there,” Whalen said. “We 
lost a 7-6 game up there and offen-
sively in particular we were weak. It’s 
a long trip, it’s an overnight, and I 
think that this group had a lot more 
focus and maturity. They treated it a 
lot more like a business trip and pre-
pared well.”

As Whalen saw it, the Cardinals 
were not flat on any side of the ball, 
as the defense and special teams 
played effective football to allow 
Wesleyan’s offense to take control of 
the game.

“I thought our special teams 
in particular, with Donnie Cimino 
[’15], did a great job returning punts 
and really setting us up with good 
field position,” Whalen said. “Our 
defense did a really good job getting 
the ball back to the offense. It was 
a real solid performance. We were 
fortunate to be able to play a lot 
of players, which will give us more 
depth and more experience that will 
be pivotal for later games down the 
road.”

The Cardinal defense worked 

tirelessly to keep the home side off 
the board through the first three 
quarters of play and facilitate the of-
fensive effort. Nik Powers ’15 led the 
Cardinals, collecting eight tackles 
and one for a loss. According to de-
fensive end Anthony Muraco ’16, the 
Redbirds knew just how crucial their 
defensive assignments would be.

“We knew going in that we 
would have to play very physical up-
front,” Muraco said. “They have a 
very talented backfield, and played 
Amherst tough the previous week. 
We needed to focus on staying in our 
gaps, and doing our jobs individu-
ally. Good tackling and swarming 
to the ball was a strong emphasis at 
practice.”

It will be of paramount impor-
tance that the Cards don’t suffer a 
drop in intensity as they face a tough 
squad from Colby on Saturday, Oct. 
5. Most notably, the Mules picked up 
a massive victory over Little Three ri-
val Williams in their opener by a re-
sounding score of 31-8.

For Whalen, the circumstances 
of the Colby-Williams matchup  
speak to how consistent his team will 
need to be.

“[The result against Williams] 
catches the attention of our players,” 
Whalen said. “Anytime you can beat 
Williams it shows that you’re a good 
football team. The mentality that we 
carry is that the crucial moments at 
the begin of the game really define 
you.”

For the Cardinals, this 
Saturday’s matchup against the vis-
iting Mules will be less about the 
thrilling runs and stunning catches 
and more about the grit and deter-
mination of Redbirds football.

C/O BRIAN KATTEN

Quarterback Jesse Warren ’15 threw for three touchdowns as the 
football team smacked Hamilton 35-6 on the road.
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By Asher Young
Staff Writer

The women’s soccer team played 
its third consecutive double-overtime 
game on Saturday at Hamilton, re-
cording its third tie of the year. Goalie 
Jessica Tollman ’15 kept the Cardinals 
in the game with her second shutout 
of the year, making twelve saves, but 
the Cards were unable to score on the 
Hamilton keeper as the game ended 
in the team’s second scoreless draw 
this season.

While the team is still looking 
for its first win of the season, things 
are looking up for the Cardinals, as 
Tollman’s recovery from a quad injury 
is going smoothly and the defense has 
been sharp the last few games. The 
team had only played Hamilton twice 
prior to the game on Saturday, Sept. 
28 and had lost both times, so many 
team members felt accomplished af-
ter finally taking a point from the 
Continentals.

“I think that there were a lot 
of positives,” said Head Coach Eva 
Meredith. “Taking a point from a 
team on their home turf is always big. 
As long as we keep plugging away, I 
think we’re in a good spot with our 
goalie and defense so stellar.”

Although Hamilton outshot 
Wesleyan 24-8, both teams had viable 
scoring chances. Chrissy Gonzalez-
Gandolfi ’17 had perhaps the best 

scoring chance of the day when 
she took a shot from just about six 
yards out that the Hamilton keeper 
somehow was able to handle. The 
Cardinals also missed a shot that fired 
off the crossbar, while Hamilton’s best 
chance came off of a corner kick in the 
first overtime that Tollman stopped.

Tollman is having one of the 
strongest years in recent memory for 
Cardinal goalkeepers. She currently 
ranks first in all of the NESCAC 
with a .951 save percentage, and de-
spite having played in fewer games 
than the top two saves leaders, she 
ranks third in the conference with 39 
through four games. Her two shut-
outs are also tied for the second-most 
in the conference.

Wesleyan has struggled on the 
offensive end so far this season, pro-
ducing two goals through six games. 
Part of the offense’s slow start can 
be attributed to bad luck, as injuries 
have forced Coach Meredith to move 
non-forwards into more offensive po-
sitions. Forward Victoria Mathews 
’16 has missed some time due to inju-
ry, forcing Hannah Knudsen ’14 and 
Gonzalez-Gandolfi, normally backs, 
into attacking roles. Meredith also 
said that she thinks Isabel Clements 
’16 has the potential to become the 
team’s leading scorer, and believes 
that it’ll just take one goal from her 
to get going.

Up next, the Cardinals host 

Elms College on Tuesday, Oct. 1, 
marking the midway point of the 
season. Right now, Wes is only one 
spot behind Bates in the standings 
for the eighth and final playoff spot 
in the NESCAC tournament. With 
very tight games thus far against Tufts 
and Bowdoin, third- and fifth-place 
teams, respectively, the Cardinals 
have proven that they can keep up 
with anyone in the NESCAC at this 
point in the season.

“The league is great this year,” 
Meredith said. “Everybody is beating 
everybody, and I think we’re going to 
peak at the right time.”

After a tough loss at Salve Regina 
on Sept. 18, in which the Cardinals 
were missing both of their goalkeep-
ers due to injury, the team has recov-
ered nicely, allowing only two goals 
in 330 minutes of play since then. 
The game at Salve Regina marked the 
only time the team has lost by more 
than one goal through six games this 
season, as the team’s record currently 
stands at 0-3-3 with an 0-2-2 record 
in NESCAC play.

“I think we’re in a great spot,” 
Meredith said. “We’ve played four 
overtime games, which is basically the 
equivalent of an entire extra game. 
We are working on fitness and get-
ting stronger and playing tough and 
playing more physical, so as we move 
forward, it ought to pay off at some 
point.”

Women’s Soccer Ties 0-0

By Grant Lounsbury
Staff Writer

After a rough start at Hamilton, 
the field hockey team came roaring 
back with a strong 4-3 win over the 
Continentals. Wesleyan improves to a 
3-4 on season while getting back to 
.500 at 2-2 in the NESCAC.

The Cardinals fell into a 2-0 
hole during the first 20 minutes of the 
game, but fought to stay alive in the 
contest and jumped ahead with three 
unanswered goals. Michaela Celella 
’16 cut the Continentals’ lead in half 
with less than two minutes to go in 
the first half. The Cardinals came out 
fast in the second half, as Captain 
Blair Ingraham ’14 scored less than 
five minutes in to tie up the score at 
two.

Less than ten minutes later, 
Hannah Plappert ’16 gave the 
Cardinals the lead, but the Cardinals 
would not hold on for long. The 
Continentals fought back and tied 
the score at three with over 20 min-
utes to play. Once again, Plappert 
came to the rescue; with nine and 

a half minutes left in the game, she 
scored the deciding goal to put Wes 
ahead for good at 4-3.

The win is monumental for the 
Cardinals moving forward. Not only 
did it push them up in the NESCAC 
standings, but it was the team’s first 
away win and first comeback win of 
the season. It showed that the field 
hockey team is on the rise as it heads 
into the second half of the season.

“The team has high expectations 
for our success, and so far I’d say 
we’re doing pretty well,” Ingraham 
said. “I know we always want to win 
all of our non-league games, and even 
though we haven’t, all of those games 
have been hard fought battles, and 
we’ve learned a lot from them.”

Ingraham leads the team with 
nine points, followed closely by fel-
low captain Amber Bruckner ’14 
with six. Sara Grundy ’16 has made 
45 saves on the season, giving her a 
save percentage of .776.

“We have great team chemistry 
and have really improved on work-
ing together on the field,” Ingraham 
said. “I’ve seen such a great improve-

ment in our passing and movement 
on the field since preseason, and I’m 
really excited for us to continue to 
improve.”

As the Cards get set for the 
second halfof the season, Ingraham 
touched on a few parts of their game 
that need improvement.

“We need to come out stron-
ger at the start of every game and set 
the pace,” Ingraham said. “We’ve let 
some other teams set the pace of the 
game and have found ourselves play-
ing catch up. We need to continue 
to give more effort and energy every 
day.”

The second half of the season 
looks to be promising. The Cardinals 
sit tied for sixth in the NESCAC 
standings with Colby, who Wes will 
host this Saturday, Oct. 5.

“Our main goal is to win the 
Little Three and to earn a good seed 
in the NESCAC playoffs,” Ingraham 
said. “We need to continue to beat 
NESCAC teams so we can climb in 
the standings. Our league this year is 
very competitive, and any given team 
can win on any given day.”

By Gili Lipman
Staff Writer

Eight members of the Wesleyan 
men’s tennis team traveled to 
Middlebury, Vt this past weekend 
to compete in the Intercollegiate 
Tennis Association (ITA) Regional 
Tournament. This annual competi-
tion hosts some of the best Division 
III talent in the nation as players bat-
tle it out without team scoring.

“I think the weekend reminded 
us of just how strong the competi-
tion in the NESCAC is and just how 
hard we have to work to be where we 
want to be among the top teams in 
the conference,” said Head Coach 
Michael Fried.

In singles competition, Wesleyan 
had four players participating, in-
cluding Captain Stephen Monk ’15. 
Monk handily defeated Brandeis’ 
Ryan Bunis 6-3, 6-4 in the first round 
of 64.

“I versed a very solid first-year 
player in round number one,” Monk 
said. “I stayed calm and patient dur-
ing long rallies until he became frus-
trated and went for too much.”

Unfortunately for Monk, his 
success, as well as his tournament 
ended in the round of 32, during 
which a familiar face, Timmy Berg, 
took him down. The Bates player 
was able to defeat Monk two weeks 
earlier at the Middlebury Invitational 

6-1, 7-5; unfortunately for Cardinal 
fans, the result was no different this 
past weekend. Berg, the ninth seed at 
the ITA, moved on to the round of 
16 by beating Monk in straight sets 
6-0, 6-3.

“I did not make a good transi-
tion from the first match to the sec-
ond,” Monk said. “I had another 
weak start and felt uncomfortable 
throughout the match.”

Michael King ’16 was also able to 
grab a victory in Vermont, as he was 
victorious in his first-round matchup 
over MIT player Eugene Oh 6-2, 6-2.

“In my first-round match, I was 
nice and relaxed, which allowed me to 
hit the ball with confidence, keep the 
ball deep, and stay in control of the 
point,” King said.

King ran into trouble when he 
met up with the fifth overall seed 
Palmer Campbell in the round of 32.

“In the second match, I was play-
ing a kid from my town, Nashville, 
Tennessee, who I really wanted to 
beat,” King said. “The fact that I 
wanted to beat him so bad caused 
me to get tight, and as a result, I was 
hitting the ball way shorter than in 
my first match. I couldn’t keep the 
ball past the service line for the life 
of me.”

Because of this, the Middlebury 
player was able to take the first set 
with ease by a score of 6-3.

“After dropping the first set, I 

was hoping that I would loosen up 
and start playing better, but I just 
wasn’t playing good tennis, and 
the second set was worse than the 
first set,” King said. “I played very 
poorly and would say that this is 
the worst match that I’ve played in 
a few years.”

Campbell ended up taking 
the second set by a score of 6-1, 
winning the match.

“I’m not at all worried about 
this outcome, as I know that I’m a 
much better player than this result 
showed,” King said. “I’ve beaten 
him before, and I am very confi-
dent that come springtime when 
Middlebury comes to Wesleyan to 
play us, I’ll be relaxed and ready to 
take it to him.”

Michael Liu ’17 was able to 
win his first-round match against 
Amherst player Chris Dale by 
a score of 6-3, 6-4. In the next 
round, Middlebury’s All-American 
Alex Johnston took down Liu 7-5, 
7-5 in a nail-biter.

Unlike his teammates, Jake 
Roberts ’17 was not able to ad-
vance past the first round, as 
Bowdoin’s Luke Trinka ousted 
him 6-3, 6-0.

As for the doubles play, the 
Redbirds entered Zachary Brint 
’16 along with first-year player 
Cameron Hicks ’17, as well as 
Sam Rudovsky ’16 and Greg Lyon 
’17.

The duo of Hicks and Brint 
quickly took care of Springfield’s 
tandem of Kyle Beynor and Justin 
Danielwicz, defeating them 8-1 in 
the first round. As for the round 
of 32, they were able to take down 
Bates teammates Ben Bogard and 
Peter Yanofsky 8-3.

“Chemistry with Cameron 
was solid, as it’s not easy to have 
perfect harmony after only play-
ing with your partner for one 
week,” Brint said. “Synchronizing 
movement with a doubles partner 
takes time and, once achieved, is 
very fun to watch. Cam did an 
awesome job, and I’m looking for-
ward to continuing to work with 
him.”

Unfortunately for the pair of 
Cardinals, their run came to an 
end in the quarterfinals, as they 
lost to the top-seeded Amherst 
pair of Aaron Rezvin and Michael 
Solimano by a score of 8-2.

“We played a solid Amherst 
team and performed very well,” 
Brint said. “The icing on the cake 
was there, but a bit of the cake was 
missing. We have Coach Fried and 
[Assistant Coach Steve] Milo there 
to add the necessary ingredients to 
make a delicious pastry. We had a 
few target errors on key points. It 
was a winnable match and, with a 
little work, we will be even more 
successful.”

Rudovsky and Lyon did not 
have the same luck, as a Colby 
twosome of Jason Ottomano and 
Luke Martin beat them in the first 
round.

The men’s tennis squad will 
look to finish the fall season on 
a high note when they face off 
against the Division I University 
of Hartford on Friday, Oct. 11 at 
3 p.m.

“As we prepare for the final 
match of our fall season against 
Hartford, our entire team is going 
to pick up our level of on-court 
intensity and off-court training,” 
Monk said.

C/O BRIAN KATTEN

Jess Tollman ’15 was steadfast in net, and the women’s soccer defense held Hamilton scoreless in a 
double overtime draw.

Men’s Tennis 
Tests Itself at 
ITA Tournament

Field Hockey Wins 4-3

Synchronizing 
movement 

with a doubles 
partner takes 

time and, once 
achieved, is very 

fun to watch.    
—Zachary Brint 

’16
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LEO ENVERGAWesCeleb:
By Rebecca Seidel

Features Editor

Before he traveled all the way 
from the Philippines to begin his fresh-
man year, Leo Enverga ’14 had no idea 
what Wesleyan had in store for him. 
He didn’t know, for instance, that he 
would take part in 17 dance perfor-
mances within about five weeks. For 
that matter, he didn’t know he would 
be dancing in the first place.

The Argus sat down with 
Enverga to talk about the dance work-
shop group he founded last semester, 
his efforts to bring Filipino culture to 
campus, and his thoughts on dance as 
an art form.

The Argus: What are you involved 
with on campus?
Leo Enverga: I’m currently director 
of the FUSION Dance Crew and 
X-Tacy The Collective, which are both 
hip-hop groups on campus. I’m also 
president of the PINOY club, which 
is the Filipino cultural association, 
and last semester I founded an or-
ganization called Milk & Choreo, 
which promotes communication and 
interaction between the entire dance 
community at Wesleyan. We offer free 
hip-hop workshops for all levels, espe-
cially catered to beginners or people 
just getting into dance. For the most 
part, that’s what I’m leading. I like to 
get involved as much as possible, espe-
cially in my younger years at Wesleyan. 
I think that goes for all freshmen and 
sophomores—you just want to try ev-
erything out, and that’s kind of how I 
started dancing.

A: So you didn’t dance before coming 
here?
LE: No, not at all. Honestly, when I 
first stepped onto Wesleyan’s campus, 
I had no idea I was going to be doing 
what I’m doing today. It wasn’t until 
the second semester of freshman year 
where people just started forcing me to 
do all these random dance pieces and 
cultural shows, and then I got strong-
armed into auditioning for this hip-
hop group. I was first going into it with 
no dance experience; I obviously knew 
I was going to make a fool of myself. 
Based on my recollection, I totally did 
make a fool of myself. But I guess the 
heads saw potential, and I just stayed 
with it, and I realized it was something 
I loved to do, because dance is such a 
great way to express yourself and the 
art form itself is just beautiful. And I 
think I learned a lot about myself by 
getting into dance.

A: Like what?
LE: Mainly that I was capable of be-

ing this sort of figurehead, and this leader, 
and someone who was able to think bigger 
and make bigger things happen and make 
changes on campus. So, for example, I was 
just really lucky that in freshman year, I 
had no dance experience, and I just got 
thrown into the dance world by luck. But 
maybe, like, 99 percent of the campus 
doesn’t have that kind of luck. And that’s 
why I started Milk & Choreo, just to give 
people that encouragement and that op-
portunity to work on themselves and build 
up self-esteem. Because people deal with 
a lot of bullshit, and usually that comes 
from themselves.

A: So you think dance is a way of over-
coming that?
LE: Yeah, I do. From personal experience, 
that’s totally what I’ve been doing. So I’m 
grateful to dance for that.

A: What’s the process of starting Milk & 
Choreo been like?
LE: God, it’s been amazing. We started 
planning as soon as we got back from 
winter break, and it officially started in 
February [2013]. But it’s been great. I 
mean, I’ve been meeting so many new 
people, people who are just super excited. 
People just want to dance, to be honest; 
people just want to have fun.

It’s crazy, actually. This person sent us 
an email, literally yesterday—we just had a 
workshop yesterday, and right after class, 
she emailed us talking about how great 
her experience was with Milk & Choreo, 
and it legit made me bawl. That’s exactly 
what I wanted to hear from someone who 
went to our workshop. She was like, the 
environment is so supportive and positive, 
and she’d never thought she was able to 
call herself a dancer, but now she’s easing 
herself towards it. And it’s so exciting, see-
ing people come out of their shells. I never 
in a million years would have thought that 
I could give people a space where that was 
possible. I think that’s the most exciting 
part about it.

A: So you choreograph but also partici-
pate?
LE: Yes. So, each week, there’s a different 
choreographer or teacher, so when we’re 
not teaching, then we’re just in class with 
everyone else. I think that’s what one of 
the cool things about our workshops is: 
it’s beginner’s dance with people who’ve 
had experience. So everyone’s in the same 
room, everyone’s doing the same thing, 
grooving out to the same thing, so there’s 
no barriers between everyone. And it’s re-
ally nice; it’s really encouraging, especially 
for someone with no experience, to dance 
with people that you see perform on the 
stage. I think that totally helps with self-
perception.

A: And do you get people who do have 

dance experience coming by as well?
LE: It’s a combination of both because 
even for me, I think it’s super important 
to stay humble. Like every single person 
that’s dancing, I think I will constantly be 
learning. I’ll never be a master of dance or 
anything, because it’s a changing art form, 
and there’s so much to learn.

A: Does Milk & Choreo put on any 
shows, or is it strictly a workshop group?
LE: It’s primarily just for learning. We 
think that by not having performances, it 
kind of helps alleviate that stress of, ‘Oh, 
shoot, I have to perform if I do this thing.’ 
So that’s one of the benefits of doing it. 
You don’t have to audition for it, you don’t 
have to perform. It’s no stress, just dance. 
We kind of allow people to grow within 
the space, so that they can join those types 
of groups that do perform.

A: How do you choose what you’re going 
to do during a workshop?

LE: It’s something new every time. 
Each class, we try to focus on a different 
technique or style or some sort of theme 
that has to do with dance, so it could be a 
technique like popping or waving or lock-
ing, or just learning about musicality or 
having presence in a dance. It changes up 
every week; the song changes every week, 
so hopefully we hit someone’s favorite song 
sometime. This first class, we did N’Sync’s 
“Pop,” so kind of a classic, I think. We try 
to prepare as much as possible.

It is still a relatively new organization, 
but I think we’re doing pretty well right 
now. We’re pretty grounded. And because 
we’ve gotten these workshops pretty set, 
we’ve actually got a bunch of really awe-
some new plans coming up. I’ve had huge 
visions for the future of Milk & Choreo 
that I hope we get to next semester. Things 
like getting professional [dancers] on cam-
pus...teaching us and performing for us, 
just because the dance that we get from 
Wesleyan is pretty confined, I’d say. So I’d 
love to bring that over.

[Dance] is really popular in other 
schools and in other states, so I’d love to 
get people to see it and hopefully appreci-
ate it, and I guess the next step would be to 
join it and try it out. It’s always more fun 
with more people. The freshmen this year, 
the turnout has been amazing in terms of 
dancers. It made auditions incredibly dif-
ficult to decide on, because there were so 
many good people this year. That was re-
ally exciting. It was a struggle, though. We 
actually had to deny good dancers, because 
there are so many now.

A: Tell me about the other groups you 
were talking about.
LE: I’m also leading the Filipino cultural 
club, called PINOY. We try to celebrate 
the culture of the Philippines, try to fund-
raise for things, because as a third-world 

country, it’s still developing, and there are 
constant issues that we’d like to support. 
Ever year we have a late-night sale, which 
is happening again this semester, and a 
cultural show that happens in the spring 
semester, and that’s always a good time.

A: Being from the Philippines, had 
you been to America before coming to 
Wesleyan?
LE: I’d visited a few cities, but in terms of 
Wesleyan, orientation was the first time I’d 
set foot in Connecticut.

A: So what made you choose Wesleyan?
LE: A scholarship, actually. There’s 
this thing called the Freeman Asian 
Scholarship that’s given to one person per 
country out of eleven Asian countries, and 
I was fortunate enough to get the schol-
arship my year. I think having something 
like that—having a scholarship to support 
you—helped push me to really try and 
give back to the Wes community. I think 
that was a prime drive that influenced how 
I worked at Wesleyan, so yeah—I hope 
I’m doing a good job.

A: In related news, what’s your major?
LE: I’m a psychology major. I’m pretty 
much done with that, so I’m taking all 
these really interesting classes, like music 
classes, an architecture class, which is ac-
tually really interesting. In terms of mu-
sic classes, I’ve taken Korean drumming, 
Taiko, Ebony Singers, and West African 
drumming. I think that’s it. But I’ve taken 
them several times already.

A: Do you find yourself bringing dance 
into these music classes?
LE: To be honest, actually, before com-
ing to Wesleyan, music was my big thing. 
And I think that kind of helped in terms 
of picking up choreography and know-
ing nuances and little things in music, so 
I think that really helped me succeed in 
dance. But yeah, it’s weird, thinking about 
this past me that had no idea. I was com-
pletely different before Wesleyan.
I definitely grew from having taken on all 
these things these past few years. I defi-

nitely pushed myself. I know, just last 
semester, which I’ll never do again, I 
remember counting in the span of, 
like, five weeks, from April to May, I 
had 17 performances. I’m pretty sure 
I died at some point during that. But 
yeah, time is pretty short at Wesleyan, 
so I’m just trying to get as much as I 
can out of it.

A: How’s senior year going so far?
LE: Senior year’s good. My main focus 
this year has kind of been continuity 
and passing on things after I graduate, 
because I don’t want all these things 
that I’ve built up to fail after I leave. 
I’m doing my best to pass on respon-
sibilities, as hard as it is, because I just 
love doing the things that I’ve been 
doing.

A: What about the other dance groups 
you mentioned?
LE: X-Tacy and FUSION are both 
hip-hop groups. FUSION’s focus is 
more taking on different styles of hip-
hop, because hip-hop is just extremely 
broad. There are so many styles within 
it, and we like to have different people 
in different styles to use them and 
combine them somehow, and it always 
works beautifully.

And X-Tacy is also a hip-hop 
group that has this kind of added 
sexy factor. We have an annual show 
called Sextacy. It’s really funny because 
X-Tacy was the hip-hop group that I 
auditioned for in freshman year that 
accepted me, and so the first thing 
I found out when I got in was that 
the first show that we were doing was 
called Sextacy, and I was like, “Ahhhh, 
what do I have to do?” I was one of 
two guys in this group of, like, 10 or 
something. And as a naive freshman, 
I was a little intimidated. But, I mean, 
Wesleyan teaches you to broaden your 
mind, to gain self-confidence. I’ve 
definitely done that. Or, if not self-
confidence, then at least to fake it till 
you make it. That’s a big thing that I’ve 
learned.
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Leo Enverga is actively involved in Wesleyan’s dance community.
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By Sonya Levine and Adam Keller
Contributing Writer and Features Editor

The “Lost” mystery numbers. 
The final months of Pronunciation 
Book. A long-dormant artist’s buildup 
to a release-date announcement. For 
generations, mysterious number se-
ries and countdowns have fascinated 
and compelled legions of Americans 
who have been desperate for answers. 
Within the past few weeks, Wesleyan 
Sustainability has dabbled in its own 
version of this strategy, collaborating 
with Wes to Wes and posting numbers 
on the doors of senior and program 
houses counting down the days until 
the annual Do It In The Dark com-
petition.

Now that the nature of the count-
down has been revealed, it might be a 
good time to reflect on the exhaustive 
speculation and theorizing that sur-
rounded the advent of these numbers. 
Despite the visual hints accompanying 
them—lightning bolts and dollar signs 
alluding to the competition’s rewards 
for energy saving—the theories that 
have cropped up around senior village 
have ranged from mildly insane to ut-
terly fantastical.

“My initial thought was a count-
down toward the apocalypse,” said 
Taylor Goodstein ’14. “And then I 
thought, ‘Oh, how nice of the apoc-
alypse to let us know it’s coming!’ It 
could also be the countdown to a re-
ally self-centered person’s birthday. 
The three has a money sign on it, so 
maybe it’s a countdown for Macy’s 
Unbelievable Pre-Christmas sale!”

Mysterious Numbers Provoke Speculation, Intrigue
Jeremy Senie ’14 took a more 

philosophical approach.
“Maybe the pieces of paper are 

answering the question: ‘How many 
more of these will appear on senior vil-
lage doors?’” Senie said.

Richie Starzec ’14 put forward the 
most varied list of possibilities. These 
included a countdown to Breaking 
Bad’s Walter White starting a new life 
as Hal in Malcolm in the Middle; the 
earliest snowpocalyspe in history; a 
public leak of Skull & Serpent mem-
bers; an announcement of the opening 
of Hermit House, a housing option 
for College of Letters majors; and the 
Spring Fling Line-Up: Nickleback, 
Kings of Leon, and Nicki Minaj.

Theorizing spread to the seedy 
corners of the WesACB website, where 
a post on Sept. 23 asking about the 
numbers prompted several responses. 
Some of the more printable theories 
included a countdown to fire safety 
checks and/or the sacrifice of the first-
born.

“I’ve heard everything from [a 
countdown] to silent rave, to Tour 
de Franzia—which I think no one re-
ally believed—to something having to 
do with the workers’ contracts,” said 
Emily Weitzman ’14.

Indeed, some of the theories that 
popped up were more serious than 
the typical conspiratorial goofery. 
In light of the ongoing controversy 
regarding custodial rights, some stu-
dents thought that the numbers were 
a countdown to the reevaluation of 
the Sun Services custodial contracts, 
or that they were a part of the protest 
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The enigmatic countdown to Do It In The Dark has captivated and puzzled many.

against Sun Services for laying off ten 
custodians.

However, the majority of the 
speculation appears to have been in 
the spirit of ridiculousness and jovial 
anticipation of the reveal of the num-
bers’ nature. Such theories are exactly 
what the Sustainability Interns, Isabel 
Stern ’14 and Ari Lewenstein ’16, 

and Wes to Wes leader Ellen Paik ’16 
hoped to see when brainstorming how 
they would advertise Do It In The 
Dark.

“We wanted to create a fun, sus-
penseful lead-up to the event so that 
we could garner interest in the whole 
project and have people be curious 
about what we’re doing,” Paik wrote 

in an email to The Argus. “I think it’s 
been working so far, which is really ex-
citing.”

Regardless of how invested the 
senior class becomes in the Do It In 
The Dark competition this year, it is 
clear that when it comes to getting the 
attention of Wesleyan students, some-
times less is more.

By Rebecca Brill
Staff Writer

Sarah Marmon ’14 saw the film 
“The Rocky Horror Picture Show” for 
the first time the summer after gradu-
ating from high school. Unlike many 
first-time “Rocky” viewers (or “vir-
gins,” as they are known among the 
film’s cult following), Marmon first 
encountered the movie not at a mid-
night theater showing but at home. 
She was vaguely aware of the colorful 
audience subculture surrounding the 
1975 British musical/comedy/horror 
film, but it never occurred to her to 
attend a shadow cast performance, a 
live performance of the movie acted 
out by amateurs in front of an actual 
screening of the film.

Until she came to Wesleyan, that 

Rocky Horror Team Fires Up for End-of-Semester Show
is. During the first semester of her 
freshman year, Marmon, intrigued 
by Rocky’s spirited community, au-
ditioned for the student reenactment 
company and became a cast member. 
She said she found the shadow cast 
performances, which take place at 
midnight on the last day before finals 
week each semester, to be exhilarat-
ing, and that she felt at home in the 
vibrant, diverse Rocky family.

During her sophomore year, 
Marmon began directing the perfor-
mances, which she has done every se-
mester since, while continuing to act 
in the shows. In December, she’ll play 
Janet Weiss, the movie’s main heroine 
and the fiancée of sexually confused 
Brad Majors.

Unlike more conventional the-
ater productions at the University, 

whose creative teams can include a 
lighting designer and an assistant 
stage manager, “Rocky” is traditional-
ly a lower-scale operation. Marmon’s 
directorial duties include securing 
the rights to the show, casting it, and 
scheduling rehearsals. The model 
works because “Rocky” screenings re-
quire no lighting and very few props. 
But that’s not to say directing work 
isn’t stressful.

“I have to go to the people who 
own the rights,” Marmon said. “I 
have to request money [from] the 
SBC for the costumes. I mean, it’s an 
important part of the show, but at the 
same time, I’d prefer to focus more on 
the directing side of it.”

Marmon relies on Bianca Treto 
’14, the show’s costume designer, to 
lighten the load. Treto works at the 

Wesleyan Costume Shop and has 
organized the costumes for “Rocky 
Horror” since her freshman year, in 
addition to acting in the show.

Treto looks for outfits that are 
similar to those shown in the movie, 
but she values the actors’ comfort 
above all else. While it’s important 
that the cast members look like the 
characters they represent, Treto noted 
that “Rocky Horror” allows for less 
strict interpretations of costumes 
than traditional theater.

“[In most shows,] they have to 
be more precise—exactly what their 
costume designer wants—and those 
take a little more time and precision,” 
Treto said. “But with ‘Rocky Horror,’ 
it’s more fun. It’s more loose. I get to 
have my own creative input into what 
goes onto the actors.”

While most of the “Rocky” cos-
tumes come fairly close to the real 
deal, Treto said that she’s had to get 
creative in the past. When she couldn’t 
find anything in the costume shop re-
sembling the quilted gold space suits 
that Riff Raff and Magenta wear at 
the end of the movie, for example, 
she reinterpreted them by sewing 
similar costumes out of gold fabric.

Another challenge Treto faces 
when dressing the actors is that many 
of their costumes entail garments 
originally designed for the opposite 
gender. Dr. Frank-n-Furter, for exam-
ple, who at the beginning of the film 
describes himself as a “sweet transves-
tite from Transsexual, Transylvania,” 
dons a corset and garter belt. This can 
make fittings tricky.

“We have some pretty tall guys, 
and the clothes are fit for women,” 
Treto said. “But we make it work.”

Rocky culture is well-known for 
defying social norms and partaking 
in what Marmon called “genderfuck-
ing.” Marmon said she took a gender-
flexible approach to casting the show 
and was more concerned with the ac-
tors’ ability to channel their charac-
ters’ personalities.

“Basically, we were just look-
ing for the people who are going to 
be acting as the characters to act like 

the characters,” she said. “We’re not 
looking so much for body doubles or 
gender matching.”

According to Treto, the liberal 
attitude of Rocky culture may very 
well be what attracts its cult follow-
ing. For her, “Rocky” is a way to relax 
in a safe, accepting environment.

“For me, personally, it’s some-
thing to loosen up with, and I think 
that goes for a lot of people,” she said. 
“It’s very risqué. It’s not something 
that you would want to go around in 
public and every day be doing.”

Young people may also be drawn 
to the “Rocky Horror” subculture be-
cause of its emphasis on inside jokes 
and audience participation. While 
many “Rocky Horror” showings in-
volve throwing items at the screen 
during particular segments of the 
movie (rice during a wedding scene, 
for instance), the Wesleyan “Rocky” 
community abstains from this for 
practical reasons.

“Screens are expensive,” 
Marmon said.

Still, the University’s “Rocky” 
attendees should expect to witness 
“callbacks,” or loud responses to dia-
logue by in-the-know audience mem-
bers. When Brad Majors introduces 
himself for the first time, the crowd 
screams, “Asshole!” Correspondingly, 
when Janet introduces herself, the 
crowd calls out, “Slut!”

The cast also encourages a hand-
ful of Wesleyan-specific callbacks. 
In classic “Rocky Horror” show-
ings, before Brad Majors delivers the 
line, “Uh, it’s probably some kind of 
hunting lodge for rich weirdos,” the 
audience calls, “Describe the White 
House!” At Wesleyan, the callback 
changes to, “Describe Psi U!”

Marmon and Treto also men-
tioned the existence of a few President 
Michael Roth-related callbacks, al-
though they declined to discuss spe-
cifics. They were clear, however, that 
the “Rocky” atmosphere is meant to 
be lighthearted and inviting.

“It’s...all in good fun,” Marmon 
said. “We make fun of people, but in 
a not-too-harsh way.”Each semester, Wesleyan students put on a one-night production of “The Rocky Horror Picture Show.”

C/O COLLIDER.COM
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Students Celebrate Fall
By Rebecca Seidel, Features Editor

The library was the locale of choice for many procrastinators on Sunday afternoon, but the real place to be was the backyard of Outhouse. Fall Fest, an annual autumnal celebration organized by Outhouse and the Outing 
Club, featured everything that’s great about fall (hot cider, piles of leaves) and other things that are just great in general (live acoustic sets by Wesleyan musicians, a slackline, doughnuts on a string). From 12 to 3 p.m., students 
joined in on the festivities.

“I am very grateful for all the help that went into making Fall Fest a great success,” wrote Eliza Kingsley-Ma ’15, the House Manager of Outhouse, in an email to The Argus. “The beauty of Fall Fest is how simple it is: fill a 
tent with plastic balls, lay out some sleeping bags, make a vat of cider and everyone is happy. Highlights include the many slackliners, apple crisps, painted rocks, and wonderful musicians who performed today.”

Evan Keyes ’14, an Outing Club leader who helped organize Fall Fest, agreed that it was a success.
“Marvelous weather, fun activities, live music, delicious food, awesome people, all these things made it great,” he wrote in an email to The Argus. “Also, we literally had leaves falling throughout the afternoon. Even the trees 

were participating.”
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