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By Rebecca Seidel
Features Editor

New visitors to the Scores and 
Recordings collection on the third 
floor of Olin Library often feel like 
they’ve stumbled upon hidden trea-
sure. The library’s vast store of LPs, 
CDs, cassettes, and musical scores is 
enough to keep explorers enthralled 
for days.

But even those who peruse 
these shelves don’t realize that just 
a few feet away, tucked in a small 
room behind a locked door, lives 
an internationally renowned and 
constantly expanding collection of 
recordings with a bountiful history 
of their own.

The World Music Archives is 
home to thousands of audio tapes, 
CDs, and videotapes of musical per-
formances and rituals from around 
the world. The core of the collection 

From Gamelan to The Grateful 
Dead: Archives Reveal History

consists of field recordings collected 
by ethnomusicologists, anthropolo-
gists, and other researchers. More 
recently, though, the Archives have 
taken on an additional role: they 
are now the University’s own sound 
bank, storing all of the recordings of 
the musical performances that have 
taken place at Wesleyan over the 
years.

“In the ’80s and ’90s, it began 
to be the repository for all con-
certs at Wesleyan: all the student 
recitals, all the orchestra concerts,” 
said Director of the World Music 
Archives Alec McLane, who has 
been working as a music librarian 
at Wesleyan since 1998. “And that’s 
the state of things now. It’s primarily 
the University sound archives, which 
means all of our legacy recordings 
and all of our ongoing ones.”

Included in those recordings 
is one of the Grateful Dead’s 1970 

concert at Wesleyan.
“The fact that we have a 

Grateful Dead concert from 
1970 is very interesting, and 
the fact that I was able to give a 
talk [to the class of 1973] at last 
year’s commencement and play 
excerpts of this recording was 
kind of neat for me, but it hap-
pens to be a very bad recording,” 
McLane said. “In a way, the bad 
quality makes it more interest-
ing, because it was the class of 
’73, which means that they were 
freshmen at the time of the con-
cert in 1970. So they were hear-
ing these kind of scratchy sounds, 
which sort of enhanced the haze 
of their own memories of hav-
ing been at Wesleyan in the early 
1970s, I’m sure.”

The original collection of 
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By Haley Rauch
Contributing Writer

Twelve trolls walked into a 
theater. No, but really. Miranda 
Haymon ’16 and her team have cre-
ated a theaterical experience like no 
other, which culminates in “Welcome 
to the Troll Cave,” debuting in the 
’92 Theater this weekend.

“I wanted to completely rein-
vent the idea of the typical theater 
process,” Haymon said. “In terms 
of how the script is written, how the 
actors perceive of themselves in rela-
tion with the director, how the de-
sign team sees their relationship with 
the actors, and what a tech week is, 
even.”

And reinvent she did. Auditions 

were held for “Troll Cave” at the 
beginning of this semester, and ac-
tors had approximately two weeks to 
come together and write a show. By 
holding a few hours of rehearsal every 
day, focusing mostly on ensemble-
building and improvisational exer-
cises, these 12 individuals have been 
molded into a collective comedic 
identity. Even the characterization of 
the actors as trolls—humanoid, but 
not entirely human—helps to create 
a sense of unity in the cast.

“We were just doing improv 
games for all of the rehearsal, and 
that weirdness that we started feel-
ing during the improv games perme-
ated into this play, and it became the 

CAVE, page 11

Andrus Field, the oldest continuously active football field in college football, will be the site of the first 
night football game in NESCAC history this Saturday, Sept. 21.
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Saturday Night Lights
Andrus Hosts First-Ever NESCAC Night Football Game

By Felipe DaCosta
Assistant Sports Editor

Live from Andrus Field, it’s 
Saturday night. From the moment 
of kickoff at 6:00 p.m., Sept. 21 will 
be long remembered as a historic 
moment in the history of Wesleyan 
athletics as football takes on Tufts in 
the first-ever night football game in 
NESCAC history. By Sunday morn-
ing, festivities will be over, the tail-
gate will be cleared out, and Usdan 
brunch will be served. Most impor-
tantly, though, this game will be a 
part of Cardinal lore.

According to Head Coach Mike 
Whalen, the mastermind behind 
this plan, this season seemed like the 
perfect time to execute such a bold 
mission.

Students Get Down 
in “The Troll Cave”

“Halfway through last sea-
son I was almost finished with this 
year’s recruiting class, and we had 
three local players on the roster,” 
Coach Whalen explained. “So I was 
thinking of ways to engage the lo-
cal community. [Night games] are 
something that a lot of Ivy League 
schools do on a regular basis, so I 
approached President Roth with the 
idea and we had it set.”

The nightcap between Wes 
and Tufts will be the culmination 
of Middletown Day this Saturday, 
which will include games, food, and 
live music at the Freeman Athletic 
Center, as well as home games for 
the men’s soccer, women’s soc-
cer, field hockey, and rugby teams 
throughout the day. All events will 
be free of charge.

As Whalen described, this 
is all a part of a larger effort to 
reconnect with the Middletown 
community through athletics.

“Back in the ’60s, and 
even into the ’70s, there was 
a strong level of support from 
the Middletown residents for 
Wesleyan football,” he said. “And 
these festivities give us the oppor-
tunity to showcase our athletic 
facilities and some of our teams.”

While the game itself has 
generated quite a bit of buzz 
around campus and through-
out Middletown, Captain Kevin 
Hughes ’14 noted that the 
Cardinals won’t let any of the 
grandeur of the event distract 

Survey Results Reveal 
Hierarchical Problems

By Rachel Lim
Contributing Writer

In the spring of 2013, University 
faculty, staff, and graduate students 
participated in a Campus Climate 
Survey sponsored by the University’s 
Office of Diversity and Institutional 
Partnerships and conducted by the 
Office of Institutional Research. 
The survey, which had an overall 
response rate of 61 percent, focused 
on issues of diversity, equity, and 
inclusion; its goal was to help mem-
bers of the University better under-
stand their attitudes and behaviors 
with respect to community, access 
to resources, and general inclusive-
ness.

According to the results is-
sued by the Office of Institutional 
Research, about three-quarters of 
those surveyed reported that they 
were comfortable or very comfort-
able with the University environ-
ment. Sixteen percent of respon-
dents were neither comfortable nor 
uncomfortable, while 12 percent 
stated that they were uncomfortable 
or very uncomfortable with the cli-
mate.

The report revealed one espe-

cially noteworthy result: slightly 
over one in five respondents (22 
percent) seriously considered leaving 
the University due to the campus 
climate.

“Despite providing generally 
positive ratings of the climate, half 
of all respondents report experienc-
ing at some point during the last two 
years exclusionary (e.g., shunned, 
ignored), intimidating, offensive 
and/or hostile conduct (harassing 
behavior) that has interfered with 
[their] ability to work or learn at 
Wesleyan,” the report reads.

When asked to comment on the 
results of the survey, a member of the 
Wesleyan Student Assembly (WSA) 
who wished to remain anonymous 
stated that ze was unsurprised.

“These numbers are not flat-
tering, but they are, I think, on the 
mark,” ze said. “We are now in the 
process of replacing two very high-
profile members of the administra-
tion [the Chief Diversity Officer and 
the Director of Public Safety] who 
likely left in part because of the neg-
ative environment of the campus. 
Their departures accrued significant 
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“Welcome to the Troll Cave” hopes to bring spontaneous hilarity to 
the ’92 Theater this weekend. 
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Dance Department 
Relocates to Cross St.

By Ammar Zafar
Contributing Writer

At the beginning of next semes-
ter, the Dance Department will be 
moving into its own building, which 
is currently under construction on 
Cross Street. The locations that the 
department currently occupies in the 
Center for the Arts will be given to the 
Theater Department to utilize.

As the University’s dance pro-
gram has expanded over the years, 
offering a wider range of classes and 
producing an increasing number of 
shows, the need for a new space has 
become apparent to certain members 
of the department. Associate Professor 
of Dance and Environmental Studies 
Katja Kolcio, who currently chairs the 
Dance Department, commented on 
the necessity of the expansion.

“The Dance Department at 
Wesleyan is unlike other dance pro-
grams in higher education,” Kolcio 
wrote in an email to The Argus. 
“Throughout our 40-year history we 
have remained uniquely global in our 
offerings and orientation...but there is 
not enough space to meet the needs 
of students to fulfill their coursework, 
and for faculty to teach courses.”

The Dance Department cur-
rently shares space with the Theater 
Department. Some professors in the 
dance program do not have offices, 
while others’ offices are very small.

Dance students have fewer op-
tions in terms of courses due to the 
limited space previously provided on 
campus. Kolcio stated that the senti-
ment among the professors is positive 
and that this studio will bring new op-
portunities to students who want to 
participate in dance.

“Our dance majors often have to 
do their course-related dance work late 
at night because that is the only time 
studios are available,” Kolcio wrote.

The only other dance studio on 
campus, the Bessie Schönberg studio 
(located on Pine Street), is farther 
from the rest of the department, mak-
ing it less accessible.

“[F]or the first time, dance facul-
ty will all have office space (currently 
the [d]ance faculty do not all have of-
fice space), and our two studios will 
be located in closer proximity to each 
other,” Kolcio wrote.

Director of Physical Plant Alan 
Rubacha, the project manager for the 
construction of the new building, esti-
mated that construction will be com-
pleted by December 2013, in time for 
the spring semester.

“The building is about 5,000 
[square feet] and will feature [nine] 
offices, a conference/warm up space, 
and a mechanical room on level 1,” 
Rubacha wrote in an email to The 
Argus. “[O]n level 2 the highlight is 
the dance space which will feature a 

Harlequin spring floor and a lighting 
grid and lighting system, changing 
rooms, and toilet rooms... The build-
ing will also feature 100 [percent] 
LED lighting, which includes all of 
the theater lights.”

Artist-in-Residence Patricia 
Beaman hopes that the new floor will 
be far superior to the wood floors in 
the current dance studios because these 
will be made specifically for dancers. 
She also expressed excitement that the 
building will allow natural light and 
air into the performance area; cur-
rently, many dance classes are held in 
the basement of the CFA, where there 
is only artificial light.

“I think it will be a very uplifting 
space,” Beaman said.

The state-of-the-art lighting sys-
tem will also open up the space for 
theater as well, giving the building 
greater flexibility as a venue. It will al-
low the new studio to serve as another 
place for performances of all kinds, 
from student concerts to visiting art-
ists.

Assistant Professor of Dance Hari 
Krishnan believes that this new build-
ing will help the dance program col-
laborate with the community at large.

“Dance has such a long history at 
Wesleyan; it’s so established and root-
ed and so respected,” said Krishnan. 
“It’s nice to see a continuation of 
the respectability and excellence the 
Dance Department has represented 
within Wesleyan.”

Krishnan added that the devel-
opment will help the department and 
dance community continue to grow.

“It helps further the larger goal of 
adventurous learning,” said Krishnan. 
“It’s going to be a hub for dance at 
Wesleyan and a place for people to 
come together and engage in really 
meaningful ways.”

Many University students double 
major in dance and other fields, and 
Kolcio hopes that the new space will 
open up the major to more students 
to use the space in a variety of ways, 
including for capstone projects.

“Cross-disciplinary collaboration 
with dance has proliferated across all 
the divisions including with the College 
of the Environment, Government, 
History, East Asian Studies, Molecular 
Biology and Biochemistry, and 
Anthropology Department[s],” Kolcio 
wrote. “Students often complete the 
required capstone research projects 
and theses by combining dance with 
another discipline, and this is happen-
ing ever more frequently.”

Kolcio believes that the construc-
tion will benefit the entire campus and 
not just dance students.

“Over 40 [percent] of students 
at Wesleyan take dance for curricu-
lar credit by the time they graduate,” 
Kolcio wrote. “We are a dancing cam-
pus.”

Continued from front page

attention, but scores of others in 
lesser positions leave for similar 
reasons.”

Senior Class President 
Oladoyin Oladapo voiced con-
cerns regarding the level of train-
ing that faculty and staff mem-
bers have in dealing with issues 
of diversity among the campus 
population.

“At Wesleyan, we’re ‘diver-
sity university,’ but professors, 
people of higher status in the 
administration, don’t have to go 
through any sort of social jus-
tice training as far as I know,” 
Oladapo said. “Maybe that 
might be changing. I think that 
a lot of people in the administra-
tion are ignorant or insensitive 
to the things that we preach and 
practice at Wesleyan.”

While the average cam-
pus climate rating was positive 
across all demographics, over 
one third of respondents who 
experienced detrimental treat-
ment reported their position 
in the hierarchy as the basis of 
this negative experience. The 
two most-often cited sources 
of detrimental treatment were 
tenured faculty members and 
staff members of higher status; 
respondents generally perceived 
the University climate as being 
most favorable for those at the 
top of the institutional hierar-
chy or socioeconomic ladder.

President Michael Roth 
stressed the need for individu-
als situated at the top of the in-
stitutional hierarchy to remain 
conscious of treating those who 
work under them with the ap-
propriate level of respect.

“[W]hen we look at the 
patterns of the response of the 
Campus Climate [Survey], it 
seemed that people who had 
more complaints tended to have 
complaints about their superi-
ors, the people they reported 
to,” Roth stated. “I don’t think 
that’s unusual, actually, but the 
fact that it’s not unusual doesn’t 
mean that we shouldn’t try to 
ensure that people who are in 
managerial positions treat those 
who report to them with respect 
and dignity.”

Roth also commented on 
the manner in which promotions 
may affect how members at the 
top of the institutional hierarchy 
treat their subordinates.

“It’s really staff, more than 
faculty,” Roth said. “There are 
people who, when they move up 
the ladder, they forget what it’s 
like to be lower on the ladder. It’s 
good to remember that. Just like 
with a senior and a freshman. 
These things happen, and I want 
to make sure that people don’t 
abuse that [hierarchy].”

Such behavior, Roth noted, 
is not always intentional.

“I don’t know anyone who 
intends to poison the atmo-
sphere,” he said. “I’ve met people 
like that in other places that I’ve 
worked, and they’re just nasty. 
But sometimes people don’t re-
alize. I’m guilty of it sometimes. 
You think you’re being quick or 
efficient, but maybe you’re being 
insensitive.”

Vice President for Student 
Affairs and Dean Michael 
Whaley called attention to the 
discrepancies in the socioeco-

nomic class backgrounds of faculty, 
staff, and students.

“I’m particularly sensitive to 
this as somebody who was a first 
[generation college] student,” 
Whaley said. “We have students 
here who are on full scholarship 
and students who are paying the 
whole bill, so that’s a wide gap. So 
when you put everybody together, 
you have to introduce some aware-
ness and some competence in terms 
of dealing with and talking about 
those differences. You can’t just as-
sume that everything’s going to be 
wonderful.”

Whaley said that he will act on 
the survey results first by focusing 
on improving communication and 
cohesiveness within his own depart-
ment.

“As Vice President for Student 
Affairs, I cannot impact the whole 
institution, but all we can do is try 
to fix our corner of it,” Whaley said. 
“[W]e’re having a lot of conversa-
tions about that right now. We’ve 
tried to develop some more inclu-
sive meeting strategies so that more 
people feel informed and involved 
in what’s going on and in decision-
making, because sometimes that’s 
a source of feeling undervalued… 
I think we’re trying to unpack [the 
survey] and figure out what it means 
right now.”

The report also showed that 
while half of all respondents expe-
rienced detrimental treatment at 
a certain point within the last two 
years, this conduct went largely un-
reported. The most frequently cited 
strategy for dealing with such mis-
treatment was to “ignore it,” with 
faculty and graduate students being 
more likely than staff to adopt this 
tactic.

Whaley stressed the need to ad-
just current reporting mechanisms 
in order to increase the willingness 
of individuals to lodge official com-
plaints when faced with incidents of 
mistreatment or discrimination.

“[Most] people who had expe-
rienced some sort of mistreatment...
talked to a peer or a friend, but 
they didn’t actually formally report 
it,” Whaley said. “So it makes you 
wonder if people think the reporting 
mechanisms, if and when they do ex-
ist or [if ] people know how to access 
them, are deemed to be appropriate 
and take things seriously. So that’s a 
question that I have from this.”

Randy Arthur ’15 also noted 
the difficulty of creating an environ-
ment in which all individuals feel 
equally at home.

“I don’t feel like it’s the job 
of the administration to make 
Wesleyan a place for everybody,” he 
said. “I don’t think it’s possible for 
Wesleyan to be this ideal place…
where everybody is welcome and 
happy and loving it. I just don’t 
think it’s feasible. That being said, 
I think that Wesleyan should take 
steps to make it more possible for 
more people to like it.”

Roth emphasized his continued 
commitment to ensuring that the 
University provides a safe and secure 
working environment for the entire 
campus population.

“I’m not asking everybody to 
sing ‘Kumbaya,’ but I want every-
body to be treated with respect,” 
Roth said. “I want to find a way to 
send the right message. It’s not about 
being lenient; it’s about being fairer, 
respectful, sometimes compassion-
ate. We want to be an organization 
that takes care of one another as best 
one can.”

Survey: Community 
Addresses Climate 
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The Bessie Schönberg Dance Studio, pictured above, will be joined 
by a new dance building next semester.
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Washington Street Program House 
Residents Host Block Party

By Rajaa Elidrissi
Staff Writer

This Saturday, Sept. 21, the first 
Washington Street block party will take 
place in the Buddhist House yard. La 
Casa, Farm House, Buddhist House, 
Music House, Art House, Light House, 
Full House, and Writing House will 
all participate. The event is a student 
initiative and an opportunity for the 
University community to learn about the 
resources and programming available at 
these houses, as well as a chance for resi-
dents of the Washington Street program 
houses to get to know one another.

Dean and Vice President of Student 
Affairs Michael Whaley clarified the pur-
pose of the party.

“[This event] is a collaborative ef-
fort between all of the program houses 
on Washington Street and is envisioned 
as a music/poetry/BBQ-type of event to 
build community among the residents of 
those houses and to invite other students 
across Washington Street to learn more 
about the houses,” Whaley wrote in an 
email to The Argus.

Farm House Manager Alexandria 
Williams ’15 is working along with the 
other house managers of Washington 
Street to host the block party.

“We started planning the block 
party about a month ago, and the idea 
[was presented] during house manager 
training,” Williams said. “We thought 
that this kind of event will be pretty cool 
and fun.”

Williams said there was small debate 
on the location of the block party. The 
two choices were the Buddhist House 
yard or the yard between Full/Writing 
House and Lighthouse. Ultimately, the 
decision came about through a voting 
process. The goal is not to promote any 
one program house, but rather to call at-

tention to this particular area of campus 
housing.

“[One of the reasons] we want to 
do this is so that freshmen can come 
and learn about our resources,” Williams 
said. “Many people don’t know about 
these program houses until their second 
term on campus.”

Buddhist House Manager Nikki 
Dodd ’15 also expressed her excitement 
about Saturday’s festivities. She hopes to 
set a precedent with this year’s event and 
make the block party an annual occur-
rence.

“This event is not an annual thing,” 
Dodd said. “I really wanted an event like 
this to happen last year, but it didn’t. I’m 
super excited that we are throwing it this 
year.”

Evelyn Kim ’16, a resident of La 
Casa, added that she hopes that the block 
party can also foster a sense of commu-
nity among students who live in these 
program houses.

“I think this block party is also 
a good way to get the residents of 
Washington Street to bond,” Kim said. 

“There are many program houses on this 
street that I still haven’t visited.”

There will be a wide range of activi-
ties for students to enjoy, such as music 
performances from student bands, po-
etry readings, mandala art, and henna. 
These activities, along with the party’s 
food, will be funded by the participating 
houses’ budgets from Residential Life; 
the vegetables will be provided from the 
University’s Long Lane Farm at a subsi-
dized cost.

“I’m excited about...making food 
with my housemates and eating the [food 
at the block party],” Kim said.

Oscar Parajon ’16, a resident of 
Music House, expressed his excitement 
for what his house will bring to the event.

“I’m glad to be a part of this and 
I’m happy to contribute to the music 
scene at the block party,” Parajon said. 
“Music House hasn’t really been involved 
in events yet, and it’s cool that we will be 
starting off the year with this.”

Buddhist House is located at 365 
Washington Street, and the event will be-
gin at 1 p.m. and end at 5 p.m.

Shaw ’76 Discusses 
Constitution, Race

By Courtney Laermer
Contributing Writer

After graduating from the 
University over 40 years ago, 
Theodore M. Shaw ’76 returned 
to campus this week. On Tuesday, 
Sept. 17, he spoke to a crowd 
of students, faculty, and com-
munity members in the Smith 
Reading Room at Olin Library as 
part of the annual celebration of 
Constitution Day.

In 2005, the federal govern-
ment required that any institu-
tion receiving federal funds, such 
as the University, must commem-
orate the holiday. This year, the 
Friends of the Wesleyan Library, 
a group of faculty members, com-
munity members, and library 
members commonly known as 
The Friends, approached Shaw, 
a lawyer and current Professor of 
Professional Practice at Columbia 
University Law School, and asked 
him to speak on campus in honor 
of Constitution Day.

According to University 
Librarian and member of The 
Friends Patricia Tully, the large 
turnout at the lecture was not a 
surprise in light of Shaw’s solid 
reputation at the University.

“Usually with an [alumnus] 
or current professor speaking, 
there is a draw from people who 
remember [him],” Tully said.

Tully added that this semi-
nar would likely have a strong 
impact on students, as its goal 
is to expand their perspectives 
on racial issues and allow them 
to appreciate the importance of 
Constitution Day.

“[Shaw] is somebody who 
has actually been in the trenches,” 
Tully said. “This is somebody 
who went to Wesleyan and really 
worked through these issues since 
he left Wesleyan. Every time you 
hear someone who has managed 
to keep their principles and integ-
rity through very difficult circum-
stances, it has to change you and 
inspire you.”

Shaw’s lecture, “Looking 
Backwards, Looking Forward: 
The Persistence of Race in 21st 
Century American Life,” focused 
primarily on racial issues in the 
United States.

“[The Constitution] is taint-
ed and imperfect,” Shaw said. 
“Imperfection was manifested in 
what we call America’s original 
sin. That original sin, as we all 
know, is slavery.”

Shaw emphasized that 
though the Constitution is 
flawed, it is a document that 
binds us together.

“It belongs to all of us, and 
we have an obligation to embrace 
it and to change it if we need to,” 
Shaw said. “To me, it is...a docu-
ment that does not stand only for 

the things it stood for when it was ad-
opted, but it has to be useful today.”

Shaw also spoke about the way 
our country deals with its past, not-
ing that the great dilemma lies in 
problems regarding race. He argued 
that much of this issue derives from 
our founding fathers, slaveholders and 
progenitors of slavery. He said that our 
country was never honest about race; 
rather, the Constitution is loaded with 
euphemistic references to slavery.

“When we think of our found-
ing fathers and the Constitution, all 
of these individuals accomplished 
something great,” Shaw said. “But 
what do we make out of the framers 
of the Constitution? How do we rec-
oncile what they did? We as a country 
collectively honor these men. They are 
on our dollar bills; we name institu-
tions, cities, roads and highways after 
them.”

Shaw also focused on several 
court cases, comparing Plessy v. 
Ferguson (1896), which legalized 
“separate but equal,” to Brown v. 
Board of Education (1954), which in-
tegrated schools. He also spoke about 
the Jim Crow laws. He concluded 
his lecture by presenting a challenge 
to the students in the audience, stat-
ing that it is their responsibility to do 
what must be done in order to make 
this document continue to hold the 
nation together in the 21st century 
and beyond.

Following the presentation, Shaw 
held a brief question and answer ses-
sion during which he spoke in more 
detail about public school concerns.

Henry Bushnell ’17, one of the 
students who attended the event, re-
ceived Shaw’s remarks positively.

“I thought it was really interest-
ing to put the Constitution in a mod-
ern and racial context,” Bushnell said.

Bulelani Jili ’16 agreed with 
Bushnell, though he felt the lecture 
was lacking in some regards.

“It was a great historical refer-
ence to equality in America,” Jili said. 
“However, I would have liked to hear 
more about the issues of inequality.”

The Friends hopes to coordinate 
with the annual springtime Hugo 
Black lecture that focuses on first 
amendment issues in an effort to allow 
students to see the common threads 
between racial and first amendment 
concerns.

Although the group has a few 
speakers in mind for the upcoming 
years, students will have to wait until 
next fall to find out who will be speak-
ing in honor of 2014’s Constitution 
Day.

“It is always a really interesting 
event, and it is fun to hear what peo-
ple have to say about the Constitution 
and that we are not just taking it 
straight as the Constitution,” Tully 
said. “Rather, we bring people in who 
try and make you think about the 
Constitution, the constitutional is-
sues, and how it really is still a living 
document.”

CHONG GU/STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Shaw discussed the Founding Fathers’ treatment of race at the 
annual Constitution Day lecture.

Students for A Sensible Drug 
Policy Returns to Campus

By Matthew Shelley-Reade
Contributing Writer

On Friday, Sept. 13, the University’s 
wide array of student-run organizations 
was put on display at the annual Student 
Activities Fair. One such organization, 
Students for a Sensible Drug Policy 
(SSDP), has come back to life this year 
after years of inactivity.

SSDP co-president Andrew Olson 
’16 commented on the group’s on-and-
off nature.

“Students for a Sensible Drug 
Policy has been coming in and out of 
existence here at Wesleyan for a while,” 
Olson said. “I think a lot of people here 
care about these issues, but because these 
issues are not in everybody’s daily lives, 
people tend to forget about what’s out-
side of Wesleyan’s bubble.”

SSDP is a national organization 
with many local chapters, and it gave the 
University an A grade for having a Good 
Samaritan policy and a lenient medical 
amnesty policy.

“The medical amnesty policy 
doesn’t explicitly guarantee immunity, 
but does state that leniency will be given, 
that the focus is on keeping everyone 
safe, and that in most cases students will 
not be in trouble for seeking help,” reads 
the SSDP’s page on Wesleyan’s rating.

Despite the University’s positive 
score, Olson believes drug policies can be 
improved.

“Just because things are good here 
doesn’t mean they can’t be great,” Olson 
said. “There’s a lot of potential for reform 
on campus policy, especially on alcohol. 
We can do a better job of letting people 
know what their rights are.”

Olson criticized AlcoholEdu, the 

mandatory test that incoming students 
take during orientation.

“As far as AlcoholEdu goes, I didn’t 
think it was very effective,” Olson said. 
“I do believe something should be there, 
but maybe we could come up with a bet-
ter alternative for the orientation process. 
When it seems almost purposely frustrat-
ing I definitely agree there’s something 
we can change.”

On a national scale, SSDP has suc-
cessfully fought for legislative drug re-
form. Most recently, the group succeeded 
in pushing the U.S. Congress to get rid 
of a provision in the Higher Education 
Act that caused students to lose financial 
aid for drug-related incidents outside of 
school.

“It’s important for Wesleyan to be 
part of this momentum and fight for 
national issues,” Olson said. “It’s impor-
tant that we emphasize national and state 
campaigns. There are things we can do 
here in Middletown, as well.”

The re-emergence of SSDP at the 
University in 2013 isn’t coincidental, 
but rather a result of the recent legaliza-
tion of marijuana for recreational use in 
Colorado and Washington.

“There’s a lot of renewed conversa-
tion on the national and international 
scale on drug liberalization, partly be-
cause of the wins coming from Colorado 
and Washington,” Olson said. “Basically, 
the war on drugs has been a total failure. 
We need to learn more about drugs and 
their benefits, but we can’t if the govern-
ment won’t let us.”

SSDP co-president Winnie Yung 
’15 expanded on the mission of the 
University’s chapter.

“It’s our goal to provide more edu-
cation on all kinds of drugs, not just 

marijuana and alcohol,” Yung said. “We 
need to push the conversation on legal-
ization.”

Joseph Natter ’17 was compelled 
by SSDP’s mission when he spoke to 
group representatives during the Student 
Activities Fair.

“All drugs aren’t completely harm-
ful,” Natter said. “Some are beneficial 
and useful. We have to change our com-
munity and our country in regards to its 
treatment, policies, and behavior regard-
ing drug usage.”

Olson plans to translate SSDP’s 
mission into action in number of ways.

“We need to make Wesleyan stu-
dents aware of the SSDP’s mission,” said 
Olson. “This can be accomplished with 
publicity, screening documentaries, and 
educational films on drug policies, as 
well as bringing in panels and speakers.”

SSDP is involved not only with 
drug policy reform and legalization, but 
also with other drug-related issues.

“It’s important to open the conver-
sation to other topics,” said Olson. “The 
United States has the highest per capita 
incarceration rate, and a lot of people 
are in prison because of drug laws. I’d 
be interested in bringing speakers to talk 
about prison reform.”

According to Olson, in order for 
the SSDP to be effective, it needs strong 
membership. It is an organization that 
thrives not on leadership but on active 
participation.

“We’re not just a group to talk 
about things, but a group that gets things 
done,” said Olson. “With more people 
interested, we can do so many different 
things. I’m ready to lead, but I am also 
ready to follow. It’s a horizontal move-
ment; all are welcome.”

ANKUR NEUPANE/CONTRIBUTING PHOTOGRAPHER

Washington Street will be lively with music, food, and activities at 
the block party this Saturday, Sept. 21.
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Feminists: Keep Your Eye 
on the Prize

What Do I 
Know Anymore?
By Josh Cohen, opinion editor

If you own an iPhone, odds are 
you’re already well on your way to 
mastering iOS 7. Apple’s revolution-
ary new operating system brings users 
a sleeker, more intuitive experience, 
with improved capabilities for shar-
ing, multitasking, and personalizing 
your phone to best suit you. More so 
than ever, your cell phone is hardwired 
to be an extension of yourself—and 
based on our recent Internet activity, 
we were clamoring for that.

Rumors circulated on 
Wednesday that mass downloads of 
Apple’s latest update were slowing 
Wesleyan’s Wi-Fi network. At NYU, 
the Internet actually crashed. Across 
Twitter, iPhone users announced 
they were skipping out on school and 
work to make the upgrade as soon 
as possible, threatening bodily harm 
to themselves and others when weak 
connection or other obstacles got in 
their ways. All of this was for the abil-
ity to give more of ourselves over to 
our phones more easily. In this age of 
instant access and online identities, 
when social media reflects life and 
vice versa, it matters less and less what 
parts of our lives are rooted in tech-
nology and what parts are not; as long 
as we have cell service and 4G, it’s all 
equally within our grasp.

Therein lies my philosophical 
quandary. But first, allow me to intro-
duce myself.

Hi, my name is Josh, and I am 
a compulsive Googler. It’s a label 
that can mean many things to many 
people: answer seeker, time waster, 
porn aficionado, perhaps a combina-
tion of all three. I, myself, am only 
the former. I swear. No, don’t look at 
my Internet history; there’s nothing to 
find there. I’m not hiding anything. I 
just like to clear it so I can go back and 
find things more easily. Hey, who said 
anything about unnatural? I never 
said it was unnatural. I think it’s very 
natural, but in moderation. You know 
what, this is getting awkward. I’m go-
ing to start a new paragraph now.

Ever since Apple provided me 
with unprecedented access to the 
Web anywhere AT&T felt like having 
coverage, I’ve been acutely aware that 
any information is right at my finger-
tips. When I come across a question I 
can’t answer off the top of my head, 
I no longer say, “I don’t know.” That 
phrase has been rendered obsolete. 
Instead, the words “Let me check” in-
tuitively flow out of my mouth, and I 
already have my phone in hand and 
am halfway through typing out the 
Google search. What I know and do 
not know is no longer at issue, only 
what I can find and what I cannot. 
The only relevant information is that 

I can access the answer to just about any 
question I’m facing.

I’ve reached the point where I’m 
unsure which portion of my thoughts 
originated in my own brain and which is 
linked back to Wikipedia. Of course, no 
piece of information is truly original, but 
my Wiki-knowledge carries an overt sen-
sation that it stems from the most mal-
leable but least personal of references. For 
example, I have never seen or heard Bryan 
Cranston’s acceptance speech for his third 
consecutive Emmy for “Breaking Bad,” 
but I know he told his wife and daughter 
that he loves them more than baseball. I 
know Rex Chapman was the first basket-
ball player ever signed by the Charlotte 
Hornets, though I am not a Hornets fan 
and cannot recall watching Chapman 
play in an NBA game. I’ve absorbed more 
facts about the black and white cookie 
and its history than I deigned to think 
existed. These random details live in my 
head, occupying space alongside fam-
ily traditions and childhood memories 
in the grand data bank of things that I 
know. And yet the line between what is 
mine and what is Wikipedia’s becomes 
blurrier by the day. More often than not, 
I’m simply cognizant of the fact that the 
information exists and I know where to 
find it; the fact that I don’t actually know 
it off the top of my head seems beside 
the point. I have not updated my brain 
recently.

At a moment when I was belea-
guered by miscommunication and am-
biguity, some words escaped me in an 
unanticipated stream of consciousness. 
I never thought to say those words, but 
I was very proud of them. I considered 
them to be profound, and I hope they 
might be to other people, too.

“We are a species of mountain-
builders,” I sighed that day.

That day was sometime last 
November, if I remember correctly, but 
I already know I don’t. I’d forgotten that 
the whole thing happened. That quote 
was hidden in a file on my computer that 
I stumbled upon recently, but as mean-
ingful as they were to me that day, they 
ring hollow now—not because I dispute 
the notion, but because I straight up for-
got about it. Way back when, I Googled 
the phrase, only to find no evidence on-
line that anyone had ever put those words 
in that order before. Perhaps something 
great will come of those words, or per-
haps that one moment of wonder is all 
that will come of it. Yet I lost that mo-
ment once in the shared clutter of my 
mind and my hard drive. It’s bittersweet, 
but I have it back now. I thought about 
Googling it again to double-check, but 
I’m not going to do that. No matter what, 
this one is mine, and I mean to keep it.

Cohen is a member of the Class of 2014.

By Jenn Cummings, opinion editor

Over this past break, a few of my 
friends from home returned from their 
respective colleges, eager to share the 
things they’d learned in their “Intro to 
Feminism and Gender Studies” classes. 
The resulting debate was, and still is, fi-
ery to say the least, rivaled in magnitude 
only by a large disagreement over the 
correct pronunciation of the word “mac-
n-cheese” that threatened the very fabric 
of our relationships a few years ago.

As it turns out, whenever the word 
“feminist” is brought up in conversation, 
you’re guaranteed to receive an impas-
sioned response from almost anyone in 
your general vicinity. And this is under-
standable; after all, there are few topics 
that carry so much emotional invest-
ment as the fight for equality. It’s also 
hard to find a topic that encompasses so 
many varying, and at times conflicting, 
viewpoints.

Feminism can be loosely defined 
as the collection of all philosophies and 
movements urging for equal rights for 
women. The complication lies in that al-
most every person carries his or her own 
beliefs of what a woman’s role should be. 
Just within my group of friends, there 
were some that stated that feminism 
was no longer a pertinent social issue 
and others that claimed that it was the 
largest concern facing our society. One 
friend described feminism as the sudden 
awareness that everything, and everyone, 

sucks a little bit. People use the word to 
tag anything that presents women in any 
certain way: “The Mindy Project” is a 
feminist show because the main char-
acter is a woman who is also a doctor, 
and Nicki Minaj is a feminist musician 
because she bluntly references female sex 
organs in her music.

While it’s great that the topic has 
gotten such widespread attention, I 
believe that there are times when the 
practice of labeling a person’s actions as 
feminist or otherwise can actually hinder 
progression toward a more equal society. 
I hate to bring this up again, but just re-
cently, one of the largest debates arising 
from Miley Cyrus’ controversial VMA 
performance was over the feminist im-
plications of the piece and the reactions 
that followed. Some people maintained 
that Miley was a hero for her open 
presentation of sexuality, while others 
berated her for exploiting herself, and 
consequently, the entire female gender. 
Of course, there were many other fairly 
offensive aspects of Miley’s performance, 
but it nevertheless brought up an impor-
tant point: When we get caught up in 
this process of labeling women in terms 
of their actions, we essentially detract 
from the ultimate goal of allowing wom-
en the freedom to conduct their lives in 
whatever manner they choose.

We need to forget about the things 
that are up for interpretation. There are 

women earning less pay than their male 
counterparts in the workplace simply 
because they are women, and there is a 
severe underrepresentation of women 
in many math and science fields. There 
are women whose lives are influenced 
every day by the decisions of a predomi-
nantly male Congress. These are cold 
hard facts, and these are things that we 
all must join together to rectify. In many 
ways, feminism can mean something 
different to everyone. One woman may 
feel that a true feminist must reject all 
traditional female roles, while another 
woman might see feminism as an at-
tempt to shed a more positive light on 
conventional femininity.

“I want to be a fucking feminist 
and wear a fucking Peter Pan collar,” 
Zooey Deschanel (my personal idol) said 
in an interview with Glamour magazine. 
“So fucking what?”

The job of any person who con-
siders hirself a feminist is to strive to-
ward achieving the same opportunities 
for both female- and male-identifying 
groups in whatever path of life ze choos-
es. All of the other things, the way a per-
son chooses to dress or the manner in 
which a person conducts hirself, is really 
of no one else’s concern and doesn’t need 
to be discussed or labeled.

Cummings is a member of the Class 
of 2016.

Clinic Escorts Training
In groups of four we go to a women’s health clinic in Bridgeport 

where they perform abortions every Wednesday, Friday, and 
Saturday morning. Our job is to escort the women from their car to 
the clinic door, as protesters berate them verbally.  Volunteers only 

need to go once or twice a semester.

Come to one of the training sessions 
to learn more:

Fri. (9/20) at 1 p.m. in 41 Wyllys, Room 113
Wed. (9/25) at 7 p.m. in 41 Wyllys, Room 115

For more information contact 
swelch@wesleyan.edu and 
nfrangules@wesleyan.edu.
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Few decisions in recent memory 
have stirred up as much debate, emo-
tion, and activism as Wesleyan’s deci-
sion last year to abandon its need-blind 
admissions policy in favor of a partially 
need-aware program. I wish I could tell 
you about a Wesleyan that was perfect 
before this decision, but I can’t. It cer-
tainly was exhilarating to stand with 
my entire class at our “Feet to the Fire” 
common moment event. Wesleyan 
seemed perfect then, and I was excited 
to be in a place that seemed to genu-
inely care about exposing students to 
perspectives and experiences other 
than their own and where diversity 
wasn’t just a slogan but a value upon 
which policy was founded.

The reality, even before this lat-
est decision, was far more complicated 
than that happy mirage. Behind the 
excellent show that the University put 
on for us stood an institution with a 
profoundly oppressive relationship 
with both its current students and the 
individuals it hoped to one day admit. 
The University relied, and continues 
to rely, on an Early Decision policy 
that constricts the ability of students to 
compare different financial aid packag-
es, for no other end than obtaining an 
edge in competition with other schools. 
Once on campus, students confront a 
campus security force with a track re-
cord of racial profiling and a financial 
aid policy that attached strings—in the 
form of loans and work-study jobs—to 
the aid it provides.

To this litany of slights and degra-
dations, the University recently added 
another: an end to Wesleyan’s long-
standing policy of need-blind admis-
sions. Quietly, during a point in time 
when most students and faculty were 
away from campus, Wesleyan enacted 
a blatantly discriminatory policy, a 
policy that goes against everything 
that the administration preaches and 
students believe in, in its admissions 
process.

There was considerable blowback 
from this decision, as you can imag-
ine. Students demonstrated, wrote 
Wespeaks, and marshaled all of the 
eloquence and persuasive skills they 
possessed. The administration did not 
merely sit back, but instead responded 
with their own arguments. They made 
many over the course of the semester, 
but two stood out in their clarity and 
first-glance saliency. President Roth 
claimed that this policy wasn’t actually 
very different from the one Wesleyan 
had just abandoned. We had never 
been need-blind for international 
students, so while it was regrettable 
that a few more students had to be 
added to that category, it wasn’t the 
existential shift the activists claimed. 
A second claim, one that very much 
stemmed from the first, was that this 
policy wouldn’t be that bad. President 
Roth repeatedly argued that it just 
wasn’t that much of a big deal—that 
its impact would be limited, and that 
we would hardly notice the difference. 
Many students, for an entirely different 
reason, felt the same way. Students that 
had spent years experiencing the very 
real inequality that exists at this school 
(regardless of what the glossy admis-

Feet to the Fire:
Common Cause
By danny Blinderman, staff Writer

sions fliers claim) posed a serious 
question: why should we care about 
this change? This school already has 
flaws, and no one bothered to dem-
onstrate against them. Why should 
we care about this change in policy?

The answer to that question ar-
rived this year in the shape of new, 
gut-wrenching statistics released by 
the Office of Admission, statistics 
that should be terrifying to anyone 
who cares about our aspirations for 
the University. The percentage of the 
freshman class made up of African-
Americans fell to 8 percent, a drop 
that is equal to 27 percent of last 
year’s five-year peak percentage of 11 
percent; the number of first-genera-
tion college students fell to 13 per-
cent, which represents a 19 percent 
drop of last year’s percentage of 16 
percent; and most frightening of all, 
the number of students on grant aid 
plummeted to 37 percent, a 16 per-
cent drop from last year’s 44 percent.

We now have proof beyond a 
reasonable doubt, proof provided to 
us by the University itself, that this 
is not just another policy shift or an-
other dubious compromise, but rath-
er a change that threatens to destroy 
Wesleyan’s core values and the diverse 
community that so many have la-
bored to build, while doing violence 
to a massive number of current and 
future students. I know some, in-
cluding President Roth, will argue 
that these changes are unrelated. You 
can judge for yourself, but I think it 
is difficult to dismiss the effect of a 
decision to tell applicants that their 
money may matter just as much as, 
possibly more than, any brains or tal-
ent they can muster.

Don’t be fooled into thinking 
this issue is about numbers. I can 
imagine few topics that touch upon 
more deeply personal issues. It is the 
person who lives on your hall who 
was terrified to apply for financial 
aid because ze was afraid of getting 
rejected and now has a family labor-
ing under an unfairly heavy financial 
burden so ze can attend. It is the 
younger sibling of one of your friends 
from high school who loves film but 
hears the words “need-aware” and 
thinks to zirself, “Wes doesn’t want 
people like me.” This is not a fight 
about numbers. It is a deeply person-
al struggle over our friends, our val-
ues, and the character of this school 
that we all care about so much.

President Roth, you asked us to 
hold your feet to the fire on this pol-
icy. You asked us to be the loyal op-
position, to stay on your back and in 
your face to ensure that clawing our 
way back to a need-blind admissions 
policy remained your first priority. In 
light of these terrifying numbers, and 
the myriad human tragedies that they 
signify, I’m asking you, and all of us, 
to work harder, smarter, whatever it 
takes to not let our school become 
one more bastion of the unearned 
privilege we’re working so hard to 
eradicate.

Blinderman is a member of the 
Class of 2014.

Write for opinion!

Contact
jcohen@wes!

I Spy: The Pleasures of 
Observing Everyday Life
By Jenny davis, staff Writer

I’m always mystified in hy-
pothetical situations when people 
choose useless superpowers such 
as flying or breathing underwater 
over invisibility. Sure, teleporta-
tion probably has its merits, but 
I’m convinced that being given free 
license to watch people would be 
much more valuable. Until some-
one invents an invisibility cloak 
or something of the like, though, 
I’m content to make do with old-
fashioned spying.

Call me nosy, and I’d agree 
with you wholeheartedly. I once 
spent fifteen minutes watching 
a grown man struggle against a 
blow-up whale in a swimming 
pool, and it’s one of my fondest 
memories of all time. It’s even re-
corded in my notebook entry for 
August 19, 2013: “Greg fought 
aquatic toy with stamina and cour-
age. A whale of a tale.”

Like a modern-day version 
of “Moby-Dick,” neither man nor 
whale yielded to the other’s will. 
Man would clamber up whale’s 
slippery plastic back, upon which 
he beamed with pride at his ac-
complishment, but without warn-
ing whale would flip, sending man 
crashing into the water once again. 
The fact that this man was Greg—
the unyielding, often-furious site 
director of the peace-loving farm 
camp where I worked this sum-
mer—made the episode all the 
more entertaining. I hadn’t known 
that he had it in him—the grit and 
tenacity required to clamber onto 
the whale’s back again and again, 
eyelashes dripping with chlori-
nated water and pale back roasting 
the sun.

I’m really quite fond of spy-
ing on people. Espionage has inter-
ested me ever since I read “Harriet 
the Spy” in elementary school. 
I’m not quite as adventurous as 
Harriet—and alas, there are no 

more dumbwaiters for us aspiring 
spies to crawl into and eavesdrop—
but I’ve tried to emulate her pathos. 
In restaurants, and even better, in 
cafés, I try to read people’s lips and 
listen in on their conversations. 
Sometimes, they fight. That’s great, 
but the best is when they gossip, 
preferably about people I know.

Spying on people when they’re 
alone is an experience second to 
none. It’s fascinating that we never 
spend time with the alone versions 
of people; every time we see another 
human being, just the act of shar-
ing a space with ze puts hir in the 
company of others. Spying, though, 
allows us that rare window into the 
soul. The problem with this prac-
tice, however, is that it feels creepy 
and slightly illegal to perch in tree 
branches or peer through skylights.

So I’ve learned to work spying 
into my everyday life. In fifth grade, 
I spent most of my time looking out 
the window of my classroom and 
into that of the apartment building 
20 feet away. A few times a week, 
a cleaning lady came in to listlessly 
drag a duster over the surfaces of 
furniture. The other days, people 
drifted in and out of the room just 
as aimlessly. I was entertained for 
hours wondering what made them 
so fatigued.

I had a perverted friend who 
simply waited around with me in 
anticipation that someone would 
get naked—which never happened, 
much to her chagrin—but I couldn’t 
explain to her that nudity would 
make it too easy. The real point of 
spying is to guess at what’s under-
neath the exterior.

And that’s another thing: we 
have skin covering up what’s inside 
of us, and even if our organs were 
just glistening in plain sight, you’d 
just see the throbbing, pulpy masses 
of tissue and stringy fibers of mus-
cle, not thoughts or feelings, which 

are invisible. The nice thing about 
spying is its mystery and its reli-
ance on observable behaviors, which 
keep the spy guessing as to motive. 
Watch a person spontaneously drop 
and roll down a hill, and you wonder 
about hir grandmother (or at least I 
do). Get to class a few minutes early 
and see your professor arrive with 
coffee and a pear, and cherish that 
split-second before she notices that 
you are there; the way she holds her 
head, her briefcase, or her breakfast 
will inevitably change.

Spying is an invasion of pri-
vacy, you say? Since there’s a pretty 
good chance that my Internet activ-
ity is being monitored right now, 
I’m willing to gloss over that point. 
Besides, it’s hard to feel particularly 
guilty about watching people who 
don’t walk far enough away while on 
private calls, or speak loudly to their 
dinner companions, or fail to close 
their blinds.

Those who have real moral beef 
with spying can begin with its innoc-
uous cousin, people watching. Start 
small by setting up shop on Foss and 
observing swarms of people flood in 
and out of Usdan. Or sit alone at a 
table at Red and Black with a book 
in front of you; ostensibly you’ll be 
reading, but the things you’ll catch 
from neighboring conversations may 
be priceless.

When I heard that “Harriet” 
had been banned from schools and 
libraries for encouraging “spying, ly-
ing, and swearing” in children, I dealt 
with my grief by reading through my 
old spy journals (penned in Harriet’s 
signature all-caps) and making my-
self one last tomato sandwich. But 
I’m not ready to back down just yet. 
Let’s revive the lost art of spying. All 
we have to lose are our friends—but 
that’s another story.

Davis is a member  of the Class of 
2017. 

Women in STEM Day!
(Science, Technology, Engineering, and 

Math)
Events include panels with alumni and faculty, keynote speaker 

Nóirín Plunkett, and a networking reception.

Friday, Oct. 11
12-6 p.m.

Lunch will be provided.

For more info and to register for all or part of 
the event, contact Karen Warren at 

kwarren@wesleyan.edu.
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By Adam Keller
Features Editor

Long, long ago, before Fisk Hall 
was built or the Connecticut River 
existed, giant beasts roamed the hills 
of Middletown and nearby Portland. 
Most members of the University com-
munity know this from the impres-
sive array of prehistoric footprints on 
display in the Exley Science Center 
lobby. The Argus spoke with Research 
Professor of Earth and Environmental 
Sciences Ellen Thomas to find out 
more about these footprints, what 
they can tell us about the prehistoric 
era, and their history at Wesleyan.

“I don’t know if, as a child, 
you ever watched ‘The Land Before 
Time,’” Thomas said. “Early in that 
movie, you have all of the disasters 
with the big lava flows. That’s here! 
Those are the lava flows they’re talk-
ing about; there is a basis of geologic 
reality in that.”

As everyone must recall, in that 
seminal children’s classic, Littlefoot 
and his friends must escape from a 
massive volcano explosion by mov-
ing westward. Based on a look at the 
historical record, the closest analogue 
to this disaster was a seismic splitting 
of the continents about 200 million 
years ago, around what’s known as 
the Triassic-Jurassic boundary. At the 
time, Conn. was directly connected to 
what are now known as North Africa 
and Western Europe. As the supercon-
tinent Pangaea split apart, the result-
ing volcanic eruptions and basalt lava 
flows caused a mass extinction, all 
right here in the University’s backyard.

“If you drive towards Meriden, 
along the road you see these big ba-

salt flows,” Thomas said. “In between 
was land; at the time it was closer to 
the equator than Connecticut was now, 
so it was kind of hot and humid. Lakes 
formed, and dinosaurs were wandering 
around. It was kind of desert-like but 
with huge lakes forming, kind of like 
the East African Rift Valley.”

Thankfully, many of that period’s 
dinosaurs left footprints that remained 
intact around the Connecticut Valley. 
The University’s particular collection 
of footprints was discovered during a 

Landmarks Before Time: Dinosaur Footprints in 
Exley Expose Modern Viewers to Prehistoric Era

construction excavation at the Portland 
Brownstone Quarries in 1966.

“The road men noted that there 
was something interesting there, some-
thing funny there, so the person they 
asked to give an opinion was [Professor] 
Joe Webb Peoples,” said Thomas. “He 
was fairly enthusiastic about the foot-
prints, started to describe them, in-
vited people over.… They contacted 
a number of professors, spearheaded 
by Joe Webb Peoples, to establish the 
Dinosaur State Park.”

In exchange for helping to found 
and preserve the state park, Peoples got 
to take a few of the footprints home to 
Wesleyan.

According to Thomas, actual di-
nosaur fossils have proven to be scarce 
in the region, with only a couple of 
skeletons having been uncovered. 
However, although they may seem less 
exciting than fossils, dino footprints 
can actually help scientists discover 
things about dinosaurs that fossils can’t 
illustrate, namely, their behavior pat-

terns.
“If you think of yourself, the dis-

tance between your footprints when 
you’re walking tells something about 
how tall you are, right?” Thomas said. 
“And so, if you’re measuring enough 
dinosaur footprints, even if you don’t 
see a single skeleton, you can construct 
how tall they were. The footprints can 
show if they were running or not be-
cause you have a different foot imprint 
if you’re running versus walking.”

With enough footprints to rep-
resent a timeline of dinosaur behavior 
(like the huge grounds at the Dinosaur 
State Park), scientists have been able 
to infer complex dinosaur habits like 
herding and parenting behaviors.

In more recent decades, Columbia 
professor Paul E. Olsen and other re-
searchers have done work to identify 
the species to which footprints on dis-
play at the University belong. Because 
footprints even of the same organism 
can be so variable, the work has been 
at times difficult and inconclusive, but 
the species identifications of the di-
nosaurs are now labelled in Exley. In 
addition to a variety of dinosaur foot-
prints, Exley is also home to several 
footprints from phytosaurs, an extinct 
group of crocodile-esque reptiles.

For more prehistoric fun on cam-
pus, one can seek out the Joe Webb 
Peoples Earth and Environmental 
Science Museum on the fourth floor 
of Exley. According to Thomas, how-
ever, students might need to venture to 
more treacherous places if they want to 
see a truly impressive footprint collec-
tion.

“If you really want to see dinosaur 
footprints, you’ve got to go to Amherst 
College,” she said.

SADICHCHHA ADHIKARI/CONTRIBUTING PHOTOGRAPHER

Dinosaur and phytosaur footprints line the walls of the Exley lobby.

By Rebecca Brill
Staff Writer

You would never suspect upon 
meeting him for the first time that 
Imam Adeel Zeb has only been at the 
University for a year. With a beard and 
flowing hair that would look right at 
home at WestCo and a calm but invit-
ing disposition, the University’s new 
Muslim chaplain seems more like a re-
turning alumnus or a supportive older 
brother than a religious leader with 
over 10 years of experience in public 
service.

First impressions aside, Zeb’s 
qualifications speak for themselves. 
Last year, he received a master’s degree 
from the Islamic Chaplaincy Program 
at Hartford Seminary. Before that, 
he served as the Muslim chaplain of 
American University in Washington, 
D.C. Now, in addition to acting as 
Wesleyan’s imam, a term used mainly 
by Sunni Muslims for someone who 
leads prayers and guides the congre-
gation, he also serves as the imam at 
Trinity College.

Raised in a non-religious en-
vironment, Zeb discovered his pas-
sion for Muslim leadership in college 
when he made a pilgrimage to Mecca 
known as an Umrah. On the trip, Zeb 
was deeply moved by the unity and 
religious devotion of the people he 
encountered. When he returned, he 
began attending Friday prayers at a 
local mosque, studying Islamic texts, 
and engaging more deeply with the 
Muslim community.

“It was a time of repentance and 
awakening for me,” he said.

It was after his college days that 
Zeb realized his desire to become in-

volved in Muslim leadership, though he 
never specifically set out to become an 
imam. Instead, Zeb was gradually driv-
en toward the role after years of study. 
As he learned more about his religion, 
he also developed a strong will to guide 
people toward faith.

“I don’t think I ever had ambi-
tions,” he said. “I just wanted people to 
become close to God and feel the way 
I did.”

The requirements for becoming 
an imam vary according to location and 
congregation. Zeb’s training process re-

quired him to visit hospitals to practice 
pastoral care and learn techniques for 
connecting with congregation mem-
bers. In his preparation, he also com-
pleted an academic program that re-
quired him to research both religious 
and secular accounts of Islamic history.

Still, he is not done learning. He 
cites becoming a spiritual leader as an 
ongoing process of contemplation and 
correction.

“We’re always trained to be stu-
dents of knowledge,” he said. “It re-
quires years of study, self-restraint, 

self-reflection, and redeveloping one’s 
psyche to be oriented toward God. It’s 
a constant process that’s happening.”

Of course, there are certain pres-
sures that come along with serving as 
a spiritual guide. Zeb worries, for ex-
ample, that he will not be able to live 
up to his congregation’s expectations 
of him. He strives to function as a role 
model for the community, but insists 
that he is by no means a paragon of 
righteousness.

“When you’re in that position, 
people look up to you to be a standard 
vanguard of moral, ethical, and reli-
gious excellence—perfection, even, in 
their eyes—and that’s very difficult to 
obtain,” he said.

The small size of the University’s 
Muslim community, which comprises 
between 50 and 60 students from 
around the world, presents Zeb with 
other challenges. Fewer people avail-
able to organize programs means few-
er events for Muslim students at the 
University. It also means less attention 
to the Muslim populace from the gen-
eral University community.

Still, having a small Muslim com-
munity creates a sense of family that 
Zeb cherishes. With so few students in 
his congregation, he is able to pay per-
sonal attention to each one. He finds 
privately tutoring students in Islamic 
readings to be especially rewarding.

Zeb is working on creating a sense 
of kinship not only among Muslim 
students but also between the Muslim 
community and the other religious 
communities at the University. He 
and the other chaplains at the Office 
of Religious and Spiritual Life meet 
regularly to discuss religious diversity 
on campus and plan projects to bring 

students of different faiths together. A 
program about differences in belief and 
upbringing is in the works for next se-
mester. Through programs like this, he 
hopes to encourage students who were 
raised to have prejudices to put their 
differences aside and realize common-
alities.

“In my experiences, usually peo-
ple aren’t going to clash necessarily be-
cause of cultural differences, but they 
will clash because of programmings 
that they’ve had in the past,” he said.

Zeb’s other major goal is to es-
tablish a family-like structure for the 
Muslim community that will remain a 
staple of the University’s religious life 
for a long period of time.

“I want to build something while 
I’m here that can be utilized in the fu-
ture of Wesleyan and the Muslim com-
munity here,” he said.

He certainly has wood to chop, 
but Zeb is creating a steady founda-
tion for his vision. On Monday nights, 
he’ll be screening episodes of “Omar,” 
an Arab drama series about a Muslim 
historical figure, in Turath House. He 
also plans to invite speakers like Tehara 
Ahmad of Northwestern University, 
the only full-time female Muslim 
chaplain at a university in the United 
States, to discuss controversial issues. 
Additionally, he’s trying to organize 
an Umrah to Mecca similar to the trip 
that inspired him to become a Muslim 
leader when he was in college.

He may have only arrived in 
Middletown a year ago, but Zeb is al-
ready engaging many people on cam-
pus. Regardless of your religious be-
liefs, you would be remiss not to stop 
by the Office of Religious and Spiritual 
Life to introduce yourself to Zeb.

University Imam Works to Create Sense of Family 

C/O WESLEYAN

Imam Adeel Zeb was previously a chaplain at American University.
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Music: The Little-Known World Music Archives 
Offer Unique Cross-Cultural Perspectives
Continued from front page

field recordings, however, continues to be 
their main draw for researchers, many of 
whom travel long distances to access the 
music on the Archives’ shelves. In some 
cases, the recordings on file are the only 
ones of their kind in the world.

“What is probably most unique 
and valuable are the field recordings from 
around the world, especially the older 
ones, because performers have died, tradi-
tions have changed, so those are a unique 
historical record,” said Archives Assistant 
Jennifer Hadley, who works to maintain 
the collection along with McLane and 
fellow Archives Assistant Jody Cormack. 
Hadley and Cormack have both been 
working at the library since 1991.

From its tapes of student recitals to its 
records of Ghanaian drumming, Javanese 
gamelan, and Navajo ceremonies—not to 
mention its one-of-a-kind collections of 
jazz and folk music—the Archives act as 
a living record of Wesleyan’s rich musical 
history.

David McAllester and the Archives’ 
Beginnings

The World Music Archives ini-
tially stemmed from the efforts of the 
late David McAllester, an anthropologist 
and ethnomusicologist who taught at 
Wesleyan from 1947 to 1986. In addition 
to spearheading the establishment of the 
Anthropology Department, McAllester 
co-founded Wesleyan’s World Music 
Program in the 1950s.

“David was possibly one of the most 
important people in music at Wesleyan 
in the whole 20th century, and certainly 
the most important ethnomusicologist 
at Wesleyan—the one who actually be-
gan the program,” McLane said. “And 
he was also one of the most important 
American ethnomusicologists because he 
was one of the founders of the Society for 
Ethnomusicology.”

Internationally recognized for his 
work with Native American music and 
culture, McAllester started the World 
Music Archives with his personal collec-
tion of field recordings of Navajo and 
Comanche music. As Wesleyan’s World 
Music Program grew, so did its supply 
of original recordings from around the 
world. Students, professors, and research-
ers with connections to the University 
began donating their fieldwork to the 
Archives, causing the collection to expand 
rapidly.

“You had music coming from 
Indonesia, South India, Japan, the British 
Isles, Africa, China, et cetera,” McLane 
said. “And the collection just grew and 
grew and grew, and it was moved around 
campus, and it was shelved in basements 
on campus like in the Anthropology 
building, where they had floods. But 
somehow it survived in reasonably good 
condition, and in the mid-1980s, it came 
to the library. And that’s when the li-
brarians at the time thought, ‘Maybe we 
should do something about preserving 
this.’”

With the help of grants from the 
National Endowment for the Humanities 
and the Hartford Courant Foundation, 
the huge task of cataloging and preserv-
ing all of these recordings began to take 
off. Hadley and Cormack, along with a 
group of graduate students in the Music 
Department, continue with that endeavor 
to this day.

Because of the high volume of re-
cordings donated to the Archives, and be-
cause of the varying conditions in which 
they arrive, preservation is an ongoing and 
challenging project.

“If they were made on older me-
dia, we need to transfer them to preserve 
them before that medium disintegrates,” 
Hadley said. “Or sometimes before people 
donated them to us, they had been stored 
in not-ideal conditions, so they could be 
moldy or have some other stress. So those 
should get priority.”

Originally, most field recordings 
came in on reel-to-reel tape, which the 
World Music Archives staff would trans-
fer onto mastered dubs and cassettes. 
Since then, as recording technology has 
developed, the staff began transferring 
the recordings to CDs and, in some cases, 
streaming them on the library’s website.

“We’ve moved from analog to digi-
tal,” Hadley said.

From South India to Upstate New York: 
Current Projects at the Archives

There’s always work to be done to 
maintain and update the Archives, but a 
few projects in particular are currently at 
the forefront.

One such project involves sifting 
through a vast store of South Indian music, 
largely from the collections of Cormack 
and her late husband T. Viswanathan 
PhD ’75, a master of the South Indian 
flute who joined the Wesleyan faculty in 
1975.

Working with Viswanathan was Jon 
Higgins BA ’62, MA ’64, PhD ’73, who 
went on to become the only American 
famous in South India as a South Indian 
singer. Even following his death at a 

young age, he remained legendary in 
India for his talents. Huge numbers of his 
recordings remain in the Archives.

“It’s a large mix of stuff,” Cormack 
said. “My husband—that whole family—
was also very interested in North Indian 
music, which is a different tradition. So 
a lot of North Indian connoisseurs gave 
us recordings, too. And then graduate 
students who have been through this pro-
gram have also given us their tapes.”

The project of cataloging and pre-
serving these recordings is a priority for 
Cormack and the rest of the staff.

“It’s been ongoing forever, and it 
needs to come to some kind of a conclu-
sion,” Cormack said. “That, right now, is 
my primary focus.”

The Archives recently completed the 
preservation and cataloging of the music 
of Bill Barron, an eminent jazz saxophon-
ist who taught at the University for more 
than a decade. After he died, his widow 
left all of his recordings—including both 
concerts and studio sessions—with the 
Archives.

A project with a less definite end-
point requires the processing of a huge 
collection a bit different from what one 
might expect to find in the Archives.

“We have the complete 30-year re-
cordings of a restaurant/coffee house in 
upstate New York called the Towne Crier 
Café,” McLane said. “It’s in Pawling, New 
York, and it’s all the folkies from the ’70s 
and ’80s and ’90s, all the Seeger family, 

Arlo Guthrie, and a whole host of folkies 
who played there.”

These recordings are the only ones 
of their kind in existence.

Online Access to the Archives: A 
Growing Concern

McLane noted that there’s a lot of 
work to be done in terms of organizing 
and processing the Towne Crier collec-
tion. One of their goals is to make the 
recordings available for streaming on the 
Internet, but they have faced many ob-
stacles in pursuing funding to do this, 
mostly because of issues with receiving 
permissions from the performing artists.

“We’re trying to get [permissions], 
slowly, but it’s hard to do that because 
there are so many performers involved,” 
McLane said. “One of the initiatives we 
had briefly was to focus on a really high-
profile name, Pete Seeger, digitize all his 
recordings, send copies to him, and ask 
him what he thinks of them.”

The idea was that, if a high-profile 
artist like him were to agree, other artists 
would follow suit and eventually clear the 
way for the staff to stream everything on-
line.

In the meantime, the World Music 
Archives staff continues to organize the 
Towne Crier recordings, as they remain a 
point of interest to a variety of people—
researchers interested in American folk 
music, for instance, or artists who want 
copies of their own performances.

The funding issues with the Towne 
Crier collection speak to a larger problem 
that the World Music Archives faces: the 
question of offering online access to archi-
val materials.

Winslow-Kaplan Professor of Music 
Mark Slobin, who has been involved with 
the University’s ethnomusicology pro-
gram since 1971, said the World Music 
Archives, and researchers interested in 
the materials, would benefit from having 
more available to stream.

“I would say what this thing really 
needs is a serious online presence, and 
then everybody in the world could tap 
into what we have,” he said. “But then, of 
course, there are permissions and licens-
ing issues.”

Due to the proliferation of online ac-
cess to world music in general—through 
YouTube, for instance—the World Music 
Archives are in some cases being used less 
frequently as a resource. Occasionally, 
though, the Archives contain a recording 
of particular interest to a class or instruc-
tor that can’t be found online.

“For the gamelan, we may be asked 
to find a piece that was on one of our ear-
lier concerts from years back,” McLane 

said. “So we’ll find that, and we can make 
that available for students to listen to. But 
just as often, the director of the gamelan is 
likely to find a commercial recording of it 
or send people to YouTube because that’s 
the one he wants people to use.”

Balancing the Global and the Local

Another ongoing issue at the 
Archives deals with striking a balance be-
tween the field recordings of world music 
and the University’s recordings. This con-
cern dates back to when the Archives and 
the World Music Program were initially 
established at the University.

“In the early 1960s, when they were 
inaugurating this new program, they 
spent a lot of time thinking about lan-
guage—that is, what we would call this, 
what words we would use for things,” 
McLane said. “And they settled on ‘world 
music’ instead of ethnomusicology, be-
cause for one thing, they didn’t want to 
sound so scientific. They wanted it to be 
an all-encompassing thing where people 
came to learn music from various parts of 
the world.”

In choosing to call the program 
“world music,” and in extending that 

title to the Archives, they refrained from 
limiting the scope of the program to non-
Western music.

“They assumed, maybe in a kind 
of unspoken or unexpressed way, that 
‘world music’ meant literally everything 
in the world,” McLane said. “So even if 
you performed Mozart at Wesleyan, it 
was still world music, because in some 
way, you were participating in this kind 
of global music experience. And of course 
Wesleyan was the kind of place where 
you could have a concert that involved 
Mozart, South Indian, gamelan, and 
African drumming at the same time—one 
of the few places in the ’60s where you 
would actually hear something like that.”

Nonetheless, McLane noted, a dis-
tinction must be made between the field 
recordings and the documentation of the 
University’s musical scene.

“When Jennifer and Jody and I 
discuss the future of the Archives, we 
sometimes say, ‘Well, you know, we have 
so many student recitals, so many faculty 
chamber concerts, and that’s great, but we 
really would like to return our focus to 
field recordings from various parts of the 
world,’ as if to say that’s a more authentic 
definition of world music,” McLane said. 
“Nonetheless, deep down, we still con-
sider it all world music.”

Hadley noted that because Wesleyan 
has such a large world music program, the 
categories often intersect in meaningful 
ways.

“I had a professor say to me that 
sometimes Wesleyan people perform 
these uncommon works and these could 
be the only recordings of that particular 
piece,” she said. “So it can provide benefit 
in that way.”

Not all of the Wesleyan-specific 
recordings are performances, though. 
Lectures and conferences have also been 
recorded and preserved and are available 
in the Archives. Hadley said that these re-
cordings offer insight into how approach-
es to music have changed over the years.

“This is a record of musical thought 
and practice and research that they can 
look back upon and see what was go-
ing on at this time,” Hadley said. “And 
I think that certainly the library and the 
University are recognizing that this is a 
valuable resource that’s nowhere else.”

Slobin expressed a similar sentiment 
about the way the Archives can trace mu-
sical history over time.

“These things leave their traces,” 
he said. “It’s like a geological thing—you 
see the stratigraphy, you know, like you’re 
looking at the layers of when these things 
were laid down, and they’re all still there.”

However, not all history is easy to 
understand. One thing that often comes 
up in managing an archive of world music 
is the question of cross-cultural under-
standing and respect. This comes up espe-
cially often with McAllester’s Navajo col-
lection, which is the largest in the world. 
Because the music is highly ceremonial, 
the World Music Archives staff make the 
call on who should be given permission 
to listen to it.

“For some of it, in fact, we advise 
people or we even prohibit people from 
listening without actually knowing what 
they’re listening to,” McLane said.

He brought up the example of one 
film made by McAllester of a Navajo 
ritual, currently available in Special 
Collections.

“The stipulation is that you can’t 
watch this film unless you’re in the com-
pany of someone who knows what’s going 
on, because it’s not the kind of thing you 
just watch casually,” McLane explained. 
“It’s a very serious ceremony, and it sup-
posedly brings spirits up from the dead 
to heal illnesses. With Navajo music in 
general, you need to learn it. You need to 
know what it’s all about, I think, because 
otherwise it doesn’t sound like much.”

Reaching a Wider Audience

In part because it has so few staff 
members, and in part because of fund-
ing limitations, supporter of the Archives 
struggle when it comes to publicity.

“I dont know if there’s any clear 
awareness about the importance of the 
archive to the University,” Cormack said.

She added that people aren’t using 
the Archives aren’t getting as much use as 
often as they should.

“It’s a treasure trove of stuff,” 
Cormack said. “But it’s just not being 
used as much as it should be used at all. 
We’re not clearly defined in the minds of 
the Music Department or the University.”

Slobin said that budgetary con-
straints affect the staff ’s ability to promote 
awareness of the Archives.

“With the budget that there is, 
there’s a huge backlog of digitizing,” he 
said. “There are inbuilt limitations in 
a small place like this that doesn’t have 
enough staffing to actually make itself 
heard the way it could be.”

Of course, because of the highly 
specific nature of the Archives’ contents, 
nobody expects that they will be of con-
stant use to everybody. But, once in a 
while, a student searching for  a glimpse 
into melodies past will stop by and find 
them there.

“Archives are there for when you 
need them,” he said. “It’s not like you’re 
going to use them on a regular basis. 
They’re there because somebody’s going 
to see that this is a real resource that’s re-
ally central to their work in some way. 

SHANNON WELCH/STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

The World Music Archives host a vast store of rare recordings from across the globe.
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Who, living or dead, would you want 
to speak at your Commencement 

Address? By Isabel Alter ’17

“Ernest Hemingway”
Noah Hamlish ’16

“Thoreau”
Winnie Yung ’15

“Leonardo Da Vinci or Lucille Ball” 
Taylor Hotvet ’15

“‘Bill Nye the Science Guy or Neil deGrasse Tyson”
Ezra Steinfeld ’17

“Dennis Rodman”
Leslie Egbo ’14
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them from picking up a season-open-
ing victory.

“Personally, I am grateful for the 
opportunity to play in the first night 
game in NESCAC history,” Hughes 
wrote in an email to the Argus. “I am 
honored to be able to take the field un-
der the lights and represent Wesleyan 
football in this historic game.”

Hughes noted that the team 
will practice under the lights prior to 
Saturday’s game.

“We prepare the same way ev-
ery week regardless of the opponent,” 
Hughes added. “The only difference 
this week is that we are practicing at 
7:00 p.m. on Friday before the game 
on Andrus Field so we can get accli-
mated to playing under the lights.”

The stipulations of the night 
game present a unique opportunity not 
only for the coaches and players, but 
also for those broadcasting the game to 
the Cardinal faithful who will not be 
able to attend the game.

WesPregame, an online Wesleyan 
sports show, will be documenting the 
action from the lofty heights of the 
broadcast booth. As the show’s execu-

By Asher Young
Staff Writer

The women’s soccer team failed to 
stop Salve Regina University’s potent 
offense in a 4-0 road loss on Wednesday, 
Sept. 18. Wesleyan fell to 0-2-1, while 
Salve Regina picked up its first win of 
the year.

Although Wes outshot Salve 
Regina 22-11 and earned eight corner 
kicks, compared to just one by the hosts, 
the Cardinals had trouble finishing and 
were unable to put anything past op-
posing goalkeeper Carly Montgomery, 
who finished with seven saves.

“Our coach summed it up say-
ing, ‘Every team has those games,’” said 
Rachel Hobert ’16, the Cardinals’ sec-
ond keeper. “We were dominating, but 
we just couldn’t get the ball on net. The 
few opportunities that they had were 
all very well-hit and well-placed balls 
that would’ve been tough for any of our 
keepers to get to.”

The Cards have begun the sea-
son with multiple injuries. When a 
quadriceps injury kept Jessica Tollman 
’15, who started at goalie for most of 
2012, out the majority of the preseason, 
Hobert filled in nicely, making nine 
saves in the team’s opener at Bowdoin 
in a close 2-1 loss. However, Hobert 
sustained a broken finger during a prac-
tice last Friday, leaving the team in a 
tough spot.

While Tollman was able to step in 
at goal and deliver a gutsy performance 
in last Saturday’s 0-0 draw against 
Babson, she was unable to take the field 
in Wednesday’s game after re-aggravat-
ing her quad injury. The Cardinals were 
left to put two field players, Hannah 
Jellinek ’15 and Kaylie Williams ’16, 
into goal against Salve Regina.

Whereas Tollman’s recovery will 

Women’s Soccer 
Blown Out 4-0 

By Brett Keating
Assistant Sports Editor

The men’s soccer team defeated 
the Tufts Jumbos 1-0 in overtime on 
Tuesday, Sept. 17, improving to 3-1 on 
the season and 2-0 in the NESCAC. 
Danny Issroff ’15 netted the game-
winner 32 seconds into the extra period, 
breaking 360 minutes and 32 seconds 
of shutout defense on the season for the 
Jumbos. Tufts players hadn’t allowed a 
goal in their opening three games, all of 
which were wins.

Golden-goal scorer Issroff was 
pleased with how the team bounced 
back from what he called a disappoint-
ing effort against Wheaton College last 
Saturday.

“The performance was disjointed,” 
Issroff said of the loss. “The attitude 
wasn’t there.  The commitment to de-
fend wasn’t there… [But] the fire we 
didn’t have against Wheaton we did 
have against Tufts.”

Emmett McConnell ’15 came 
up with some incredible saves for the 
Cardinals, stopping all five shots on 
net. He earned his first career shutout 
in his second career start. The Cardinals 
keeper stymied many of Tufts’ offensive 
chances, most notably blocking a pen-
alty kick 20 minutes into the contest.

Tufts striker Max Hoppenot was 
awarded the penalty after being shoved 
hard with the ball five yards from the 
net. He wound up for his kick and went 
to his right at knee level. McConnell, 
who had committed to the same side, 
dove towards the ball and rebounded 
it away from the net with his gloved 
hands.

McConnell is one of three goalies 
to start for the Cardinals in their four 
games this year. Issroff was very compli-
mentary of McConnell’s ability to step 
up when called on.

“Emmett’s been performing really 
well, and he’s definitely staking his claim 
as the number one,” Issroff said. “The 
penalty save yesterday was huge. And 
the more experience he gets in those big 
games with those big saves, the better 
it’s going to be for the team and for his 
confidence.”

Wesleyan’s defense also highlighted 
the team’s ability to bend without break-
ing. Twice, there were loose balls in 
front of the net that caught McConnell 

Football: Cardinals Face Jumbos

Issroff ’15 Nets OT Golden 
Goal for Men’s Soccer

By Grant Lounsbury
Staff Writer

The Wesleyan field hockey team 
suffered a 3-0 loss Tuesday night to de-
fending Division III champion Tufts 
Jumbos, dropping the Cardinals to 1-3 
on the season and winless in NESCAC 
play; Tufts improved its record to 3-0 in 
the NESCAC and 4-0 overall.

“[Despite the loss,] we really fought 
hard against Tufts. We played very well as 
a team and kept fighting until the end of 
the game,” said captain Blair Ingraham 
’14. “I think we took Tufts by surprise, 
and I’m really proud with the way the 
team came out against such a forceful, 
well-known team.”

Although the team was playing 
the defending national champions, the 
Cardinals pushed the Jumbos by putting 
pressure on their defense. Tufts domi-
nated the scoreboard, but Wes did have 
its chances.

“I felt like we played with them 
the entire game and even dominated at 
times, ” Ingraham stated. “It was a very 
even game, though—both teams have 
their strengths.”

Keeper Sara Grundy ’16 gave up 
three goals on 10 shots. In total, Tufts got 
off 19 shots and had 12 penalty corners, 
while the Jumbos held the Cardinals to 
just six shots, three of which were on 
goal, and gave up only two corners. The 
Jumbos lived up to their impressive repu-
tation, and the fact the Cardinals were 
able to keep the game relatively close 
attests to their determination. Although 

Field Hockey Falls to 
Reigning Champs

out of position, but each time Wesleyan 
defenders were able to salvage the situ-
ation. The second time, Hoppenot had 
an open goal in front of him, but Bryan 
Rice ’15 slid in front of the ball and de-
flected it to a fellow Cardinal.

With a minute left in regulation, 
McConnell came up big again, saving 
a free kick from a foot outside the 18-
yard line that deflected off the blocking 
line of Wesleyan defenders. He grabbed 
the ball out of the air and managed to 
keep the ball from crossing the goal line 
as his momentum sent him stumbling 
backward into the net.

For the last time this season, 
Wesleyan was playing without a handful 
of starters due to a series of suspensions. 
The Cardinals were missing starters 
Omar Bravo ’15, Ben Bratt ’15, Spencer 
Tanaka ’15, and Henry Karmin ’14.

Both teams showed their fatigue 
late in the game. Issroff added how 
much the suspensions hurt the team at 
the end of fast-paced games like this one.

“Numbers-wise, it was tough,” he 
said. “It would have been nice to have 
some extra legs on the field going into 
the overtime.”

Nonetheless, they saw that their 
elephantine opponents were plagued by 

fatigue worse than they were.
“We talked a little bit about 

how Tufts was tiring,” Issroff said. 
“There was a real chance for us to 
come out and snatch something.”

The only goal of the game start-
ed after Tufts sat on the ball in the 
opponent’s end to open the period. 
The Cardinals sent their attackers to 
strike at the ball, and Matt Lynch ’15 
won a 50-50 tackle to Dylan Hoy 
’17. Hoy dropped the ball to Issroff 
on the left side. Issroff, who was sec-
ond on the team in points last year, 
didn’t like his first touch on the ball.

“It wasn’t actually a good touch, 
but luckily, the second one was nice,” 
Issroff commented.

The first touch created just 
enough space for Issroff to flick his 
next touch up to himself over his 
head as he turned, and he took the 
shot. The ball cleared the keeper by 
a wide margin as it sailed into the far 
corner of the net. It was Issroff ’s first 
goal of the year.

Wesleyan will next play Bates, 
who is 1-1-1 this season and 0-1-1 
in NESCAC play. The game will be 
home, on Snyder Field, this Saturday 
at 1:30 p.m.

mainly come from rest, Hobert went 
into surgery on Thursday in order to 
repair her broken right index finger.

“It turned out to be a lot more 
serious than I thought it was,” Hobert 
said. “Supposedly if I didn’t get it fixed 
now, I won’t be able to pinch things or 
really even bend it in the future, so I 
figured I kind of needed to do it.”

Hobert’s expected recovery time is 
roughly one month, and she will play 
with a cast on once she returns. With 
both primary goalies injured to start the 
year, the team is looking to bring back 
Grace Bomann ’14, who played goalie 
for the team during her freshman and 
sophomore years. In her freshman year, 
Bomann recorded two shutouts in the 
net, but missed her sophomore and ju-
nior years because of a back injury.

In the short term, the team will 
look to both Bomann and Tollman 
for minutes at keeper, even though 
Tollman’s time could be limited.

“It’s going to be a lot on her,” 
Hobert said of Tollman playing while 
injured. “But we’re really in need of her 
help right now.”

The Cardinals are looking forward 
to their next game, this Saturday, Sept. 
21 at home against Bates at 11 a.m. 
Bates is currently 2-3 on the season, 
with a 1-2 record in NESCAC play.

While the team was disappoint-
ed in the result against Salve Regina, 
Hobert feels that with a few games of 
experience under their belt this season, 
the Cards are still in a good position to 
put some wins on the board.

“We kind of have no expecta-
tions now,” Hobert said. “We’re under 
no pressure, so we should go in with 
a fierce mentality and be ready to give 
[Bates] hell because we’ve got nothing 
to lose. We just need to stick to the ba-
sics and play soccer.”

there may not have been many scoring 
opportunities for the girls, they made the 
most of every chance they had.

“We did create some great scor-
ing opportunities,” Ingraham said. “We 
kept the defense on their toes the whole 
game.”

In the end, Tufts’ skilled defense 
and ability to find the open player result-
ed in another Jumbos win. It took a great 
team to shut down a Cardinal offense 
coming off a three-goal performance of 
its own.

“Tufts had some strong defenders 
with great sticks and blocks,” Ingraham 
said. “They do a really nice job of passing 
and finding each other for fast breaks.”

Although the team may have lost 
the game, there is one takeaway point 
that Ingraham wanted to highlight.

“If we play like we did against Tufts 
for the rest of the season, we’re going to 
be a force in the NESCAC,” she said.

As the field hockey team prepares 
for its next game at home against Bates 
this Saturday, Sept. 21 at noon, Ingraham 
said the team is focusing on several spe-
cific aspects of play.

“We’re looking to continue to im-
prove our teamwork and passing for our 
game against Bates,” she said.

Bates is also 1-3 thus far with a 0-2 
NESCAC record, so on paper, this game 
should be very competitive.

“As with all NESCAC teams, we 
expect Bates to come out strong,” said 
Ingraham. “But we will come out stron-
ger… we’re ready for our first NESCAC 
win.”

The defensive play of Bryan Rice ’15 and the rest of the Cardinals 
helped propel men’s soccer to a 1-0 win in overtime. 

CHONG GU/STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

tive producer Eric Lopez ’15 describes, 
this opportunity holds immense mean-
ing  for him as both a journalist and 
a fan.

“As a fan of Wesleyan football, I 
think the night game is the best thing 
the program could have done to not 
only showcase this incredible campus 
but also to declare to the rest of the 
NESCAC that Wesleyan is here to 
win,” Lopez said. “You get a recruit, 
alumnus, or parent pumped by doing 
what no one else has ever done, and 
Athletic Director Mike Whalen, a huge 
WesPregame supporter, is showing that 
he will do what it takes to get this pro-
gram to the top.”

Entering his fourth season at the 
helm for Wesleyan, Whalen has taken 
great strides to redeem the Cardinals 
as one of the powerhouses of the 
NESCAC. Whalen noted that he is op-
timistic that his players will not forget 
how far they have come.

“I’m curious about what we 
learned from our three defeats last sea-
son,” Whalen said. “They were three 
competitive losses against some of the 
best teams in the conference. I’m a big 
believer that as you build a champi-
onship team, learning from a painful 

experience like losing to Trinity in 
overtime last season can pay divi-
dends.”

Starting the season in such 
a monumental fashion gives the 
Cardinals the difficult task of fin-
ishing even stronger. They will look 
to trounce Tufts and make the state-
ment that the night game won’t be 
the only history that Wes makes 
this year. This Saturday is shaping 
up to be an exciting day for players, 
coaches, and broadcasters alike, but 
it also should prove to be a celebra-
tory occasion for the fans.

“This will be an electrifying 
experience that the entire Wesleyan 
community will rally around,” said 
Alex Nunez ’14, an on-air person-
ality for WesPregame. “Walking 
around campus, you can just tell 
there is so much buzz surrounding 
the event. I think every Wesleyan 
student will be a football fan on 
Saturday.”

Whether you’re a first-time 
attendee of Cardinal football or a 
regular fan, Hughes’ advice rings 
true for everyone on this historic 
occasion: “I would say, start tailgat-
ing early.”
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Avatar:  The Last Airbender

By Molly Muoio
Contributing Writer

“‘Avatar?’ That’s the thing with the blue people, right?” This question 
is all too familiar to enthusiasts of the Nickelodeon animated TV show, 
“Avatar: The Last Airbender.”  What the poor, naïve friends of us “Avatar” 
aficionados are referring to is the 2009 “Pocahontas” rip-off, science-fic-
tion blockbuster film directed by James Cameron. What they are missing 
out on is a touching, artistic, and action-packed TV show following the 
journey of four friends as they work to bring balance into the world.

“Avatar” is set in a fictional, Asian-inspired universe in which certain 
people are born with a natural ability to control and physically manipu-
late, or “bend,” one of the four elements—water, earth, fire, and air. The 
world is divided into four nations: the Water Tribes, the Earth Kingdom, 
the Fire Nation, and the Air Nomads, and each bender lives in hir cor-
responding state. However, one person has the power to bend all four ele-
ments, act as a liaison with “the spirit world,” and enter a state of height-
ened bending power called the “avatar state.” This person is titled “Avatar” 
and lives to keep the universe in balance.

The show begins with 12-year-old Avatar Aang of the Air Nomads 
waking up from an iceberg after 100 years of entrapment. The following 
three seasons chronicle his quest to end the war that has been raging on 
since his confinement. The Fire Nation had, prior to the series, wiped out 
the entire Air Nomad population, thus making Aang the last airbender 
on the planet (hint: title inspiration). Upon escaping the iceberg and dis-
covering the existence of the ongoing war, Aang quickly set out to master 
all four elements and take down the Fire Lord. Along with the friends he 
makes along the way, he spends three seasons engaging in playful shenani-
gans, making rocks and water fly around and kicking Fire Nation butt.

“Avatar” is truly a study in the unexpected. At first glance, I saw a 
show for kids, but “Avatar” beautifully covers themes of friendship, des-
tiny, family, honor, and evil in a way that is accessible to all ages. I didn’t 
expect an animated TV show on Nickelodeon to be so adored and re-
spected by a demographic past middle-school preteens. I never imagined 
that I would walk into my dorm’s common room this past Friday and find 
the couches and chairs overflowing with students fervently gazing at the 
TV screen that was displaying the Season Two premiere of “The Legend 
of Korra.”

“The Legend of Korra” is a spin-off series that premiered in 2012, 
four years after the original series ended. The twelve-episode first season 
was intended to be a short mini-series but was so well received that it 
is now committed to three more seasons.  The first season depicted the 
Avatar of a new generation decades after “Avatar: The Last Airbender,” for 
after one Avatar physically dies, hir soul is reborn in a new Avatar in a dif-
ferent nation. This new Avatar, Korra, is from the Southern Water Tribe.

Korra lives in a world much changed from the rustic land of Aang’s 
youth. Cities are larger, modern capitalist industry is thriving, technology 
has developed automobiles and telephones, and Gatsby-era jazz under-
scores the action. Yet her destiny remains the same: to keep the world in 
balance. In the first season, this meant taking down the self-proclaimed 
“equalist,” Amon. Amon led a revolution against the bending world as he 
felt that they reduced non-benders to second-class citizens. He became a 
fearsome threat when he revealed an inexplicable power to remove any-
one’s bending ability permanently.

“The Legend of Korra” introduced new issues, such as equality, that 
were unaddressed in the first series.  The show has also paid homage to 
many of the treasured quirks of the original, such as the descendant of 
the much-beloved cabbage merchant from Aang’s time who owns the 
prosperous Cabbage Corp. “Korra” has developed the concept of “metal-
bending,” which was invented by a central character in Season Two of 
the first series, to a bending skill utilized by an elite police force. The 
show has expanded the use of “chi-blocking,” or temporarily preventing a 
bender from using their gift, into a trainable technique used by rebel non-
benders. New and old fans of the Avatar world will find joy in this new 
series, and luckily, Season Two is rolling and ready to unite appreciators 
from all nations.

The “Avatar” series can bring students from all walks of life together 
(in their dorm…on a Friday night…seriously…), and can be enjoyed by 
anyone who looks past its appearance as a children’s show. “Avatar: The 
Last Airbender” and “The Legend of Korra” are complex television shows 
wrapped in lighthearted packages.

“The Legend of Korra” is on every Friday at 7 p.m. on Nickelodeon.

The Idiot Box
..

By Charlie Martin
Staff  Writer

On Sept. 2, student band Grand 
Cousin, consisting of Robby Caplan 
’14 on drums, Evan Low ’14 on guitar, 
and Henry Hall ’14 on vocals, released 
its second music video, “Camera.” 
The video contains a single four-
minute-long take that begins with 
the trio playing and concludes with a 
girl entering the shot and taking her 
shirt off. A little over two weeks later, 
the video has not only gained four 
thousand views on YouTube, a record 
for the band’s channel, but has also 
earned them a Twitter shout-out from 
University alumnus and Das Racist 
member Himanshu Suri ’07.

“[The tweet] was like ‘little 
homies, grand cousin,’” Low said. “It 
was awesome! He’s a Twitter fiend, 
and he has 26,000 followers; we’ve got 
192, so we’re on our way.”

This stands as a benchmark 
achievement for a band that’s been ac-
tive since the members’ third week of 
school.

“Robby and I went streaking our 
third day of school together, and then 
we found Henry,” Lowe said.

The ensemble came together un-
der the working title of Grandfather, 
until their first show.

“We were about to go on stage 
for an open talent show, right be-
fore a Ju Jitsu team,” Hall said. 
“We didn’t have a name, and they 
were like ‘What’s your name?’ I said 
Grandfather, but there was already a 
band named Grandfather, so we had 
to change our name.”

Thus, Grand Cousin was born.
“We probably played three to five 

shows a semester since then” Low said. 
“We’ve played a lot of shows at Music 
House. That was our hood freshman 
year; we played all of our shows there, 
and it was a blast. It was packed, it 
was sweaty, it was way too loud, and 

“The Little Homies”: Grand 
Cousin Goes Viral, Earns Tweets

it sounded terrible, but we always had 
a group of about fifteen friends who 
would come and have a blast, and it 
was just a party.”

Even though Hall is credited 
with most of the band’s lyrics, arrang-
ing and preparing for the shows al-
ways prove to be careful joint efforts.

“It’s hard to write good songs,” 
Caplan said. “The songs Henry brings 
us are amazing, but to take those and 
then arrange them in a way that works 
for the band is hard work, and we’re 
just trying to start really creating ar-
rangements that we love, that we can 
play live.”

Ultimately, the fruit of all this 
careful planning and learning came 
when the group played at Psi U last 
semester.

“We had a great audience, and we 
were sandwiched between two bands, 
which was really nice audience-wise, 
and it sounded really good and ev-
eryone was really into it, and we were 
transitioning in between songs for the 
first time, and it really felt like a step 
up,” Low said.

In 2011, the band began their 
progression from a solely live band 
by recording their first demo with the 
help of New York-based Jared Paul ’11. 
Last year they went on to record their 
two new songs, “Camera” and “Let 
Me Know,” the latter of which will 
be released in the near future. Even 
before the final master of “Camera” 
had been finished, Jack Coin ’12 and 
Sydney Schlieff ’14 helped shoot the 
music video.

Then, through a lucky contact, 
they managed to propel their video 
toward major attention.

“My other friend...lives in Los 
Angeles,” Hall said. “I don’t know 
what his story is, but he does some-
thing with Greedhead—that’s Heems’ 
label. Onitt’s the kid’s name. He 
knows Heems well, and he pushed 
and pushed our name, and eventu-

ally Heems listened to the video and 
shouted us out.”

Their Internet success was soon 
followed by another achievement. 
This past Tuesday, the group played at 
StageOne in Fairfield, opening for the 
band 2AM.

“My boss over the summer man-
ages 2AM, and they needed an opener 
for the show,” Low said. “So I sent 
them all of our stuff, and they liked 
it. We were just all really excited to 
be playing off campus at a sweet-ass 
venue.”

Despite the success, the band has 
been able to take a humble retrospect 
on the whole experience.

“I would say that the show, and 
the experience of playing, was a lot 
like Wesleyan, to be honest,” Caplan 
said. “Whether that was because the 
audience was composed of friends 
from Wesleyan that kindly [attended], 
I didn’t feel a whole lot more nervous 
or any more pressured to perform 
well. I think that speaks to the stan-
dard we hold ourselves to, playing on 
campus.”

Now, with views for “Camera” 
steadily climbing and their new track 
“Let Me Know” set to debut shortly, 
things are only looking up for the 
band.

Of course, for its three members, 
the name of the game is to stay the 
course and keep up the work.

“I think the whole point of this 
is to try to get as much momentum 
as we can now,” Low said. “We want 
to get Wesleyan really excited about 
us. We released this new track and 
got three thousand views in, like, two 
days. That’s insane for us. We’re really 
excited to release the new track, and 
we’re hoping to record over the win-
ter break. I think if we do get a solid 
amount of momentum going, then 
there’s a serious possibility we’re go-
ing [to] keep this going once we leave 
campus.”

“Camera,” the newest video from Grand Cousin, garnered a retweet from Das Racist member Himanshu 
Suri ’07.

C/O GRAND COUSIN

C/O WWW.HOLLYWOOD.COM
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Friday, Sept. 20

WeSLAM featuring 
Megan Falley
7:30 p.m. Westco Café

Second Stage Presents: 
“Welcome to the Troll 
Cave”
8 p.m. ’92 Theater

Annual Dance 
Showcase
10 p.m. Exley Science 
Center

Phone Home and 
Suchaporn
10 p.m. BuHo

Saturday, Sept. 21

Second Stage Presents: 
“Welcome to the Troll 
Cave”
8 p.m. ’92 Theater

Sunday, Sept. 22

X-TACY Dance Crew: 
Auditions
1 p.m. Fayerweather

Arts Calendar

All events are free unless otherwise noted.
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sketches that you’ll see,” explained 
actor Peetie McCook ’16. “Through 
this new form of rehearsal, Haymon 
and her cast selected sketches and 
built a show that changed with every 
rehearsal.”

“It’s been absolutely fan-bloody-
tastic!” said Solomon Billinkoff ’14 
of Haymon’s creative process. “The 
reason why it’s been so fun is because 
it’s been so short and so concentrat-
ed....You really, really get to build an 
ensemble, build chemistry, and learn 
a lot of new things.”

Those new things included 
learning how to prepare for open-
ing night when the script is still 
being workshopped during dress re-
hearsals, something I witnessed on 
Wednesday evening.

“I wanted the experience for the 
audience, and for everyone involved, 
to be pure fun,” Haymon added.

Cave: Trollin’ Around in the ’92 

My night in the Troll Cave was 
just that: pure fun. The four muses 
(Emma Buford ’16, Matt Catron 
’16, Jessica Perelman ’17, and Dan 
Storfer ’15) start off the show with 
a bang, leading the audience through 
this mysterious new world with 
clever troll-ified versions of popular 
songs. In the rough-draft version 
I saw, this included “The Gospel 
Truth” from Disney’s “Hercules.”

Taking this notion of reinvent-
ing the theatrical experience even 
further, “Troll Cave” works to break 
down the traditional fourth wall, en-
couraging audience members to par-
ticipate with laughter and applause, 
verbal communication, and an open 
dance break during intermission. For 
those brave enough to sit in the front 
row, don’t be surprised if a friendly 
(and occasionally handsy) troll pulls 
you up onto the stage.

Also featured are the gobsmack-
ing vocal talents of Alma Sanchez-

Eppler ’14, as well as some new co-
medic voices from the freshman class: 
Nicolas de Soto-Foley ’17, Russell 
Goldman ’17, Jessica Perelman ’17, 
and Jessica Wolinsky ’17.

Billinkoff, a veteran of the 
Wesleyan comedic scene, aptly de-
scribed the show.

“It has everything,” he said. 
“Nudity, trolls, music—it doesn’t 
have nudity—it has a slight social 
commentary, it has stuffed animals, 
it has a character named Sherbert, a 
character named Eewok, a character 
named Patricia; come see it!”

If you don’t have any plans this 
weekend, make sure to pick up tick-
ets for “Welcome to the Troll Cave.” 
Tickets are free with your WesID at 
the Box Office for performances on 
Friday and Saturday at 8 p.m. And 
if you do have plans, cancel them 
and see this show instead. Nudity or 
not, this is sure to be a spontaneously 
good time.

“Welcome to the Troll Cave” hopes to bring spontaneous hilarity to the ’92 Theater this weekend.
ARIELLA AXELBANK/STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

By Nate Johnson
Contributing Writer

What is it about this pop-punk band hailing from Ontario, Canada that 
makes each of its songs a timeless classic? I’ll give you three reasons.

The first and most obvious response: the sound. Throughout recent history, 
there have been many punk-revival movements in the global music industry. In 
attempts to recreate the sounds and styles of original punk bands such as the Sex 
Pistols, The Stooges, Dead Kennedys, Descendants, and The Clash, new acts have 
surfaced. Of this new wave of punk bands, including Green Day, Blink-182, My 
Chemical Romance, Rise Against, and The Offspring, one band reigns supreme: 
Sum 41.

Sum 41 has always beaten at the boundaries of music, allowing the mem-
bers to go beyond what’s expected of “just another punk band.” The eclectic style 
meshes raucous punk, thunderous metal, and simple, clear-cut rock.

Indeed, Sum 41’s sound has evolved from the pop-punk stylings of the 
band’s first full-length album, All Killer No Filler, which contained hit singles such 
as “Fat Lip” (Sum 41’s most successful song to date) and “In Too Deep,” to the 
heavy metal sounds of the group’s most recent album, Screaming Bloody Murder, 
which contains songs such as “Blood in My Eyes” and “Holy Image of Lies.”

Even through this maturing and ever-changing sound, the band has man-
aged to merge melodies with a punk, rock, or metal style, an ability that has made 
the music catchy and listenable to a wide audience since the band’s inception in 
1996.

Another possible answer to why Sum 41 is so great is the band’s aesthetic. 
History has taught us that the punk movement is sweeping and inspiring. For 
some reason, people of all ages like the idea of not caring. This notion is at the core 
of the punk image and mentality, and Sum 41 captures it perfectly.

When one looks at Sum 41, it is hard not to think of revolutionary bad asses 
Sid Vicious and Johnny Rotten as well as the entire bad boy posse that formed the 
legendary punk group the Sex Pistols. What similarities can one draw between 
the two, you ask?

Perhaps it is lead singer and guitarist Deryck Whibley’s spiked, red hair that 
reminds one of Johnny Rotten, who rocked a similar ’do. Maybe it is the messy, 
bed-head style of Sum 41’s bassist Jason McCaslin’s hair that hearkens the image 
of Sid Vicious, also a bassist. Or, it could be the overall dark, dirty, unkempt, and 
ratty fashion of Sum 41—the torn shirts with the names of obscure bands on 
them covered by denim or leather jackets—that links the members to the original 
punk lifestyle, one of unconcern. The notion of such a life, free of worry or care, 
can easily capture many listeners and fans, making the music widely accessible.

But it’s not just the band’s dedicated style and raucous appearances that 
make Sum 41 a crowd-pleaser. Sum 41 will forever be a perennial favorite because 
of its ability to captivate audiences at live performances. The band is known for 
being even better live than in the studio. The members can scream and shout their 
heavy metal-influenced songs, making sounds reverberate throughout the venue. 
They can also gently sing those four slow, classic lines in “Fat Lip” that any Sum 
41 fan knows (“Don’t count on me” acting as the perfect anthem for the “don’t 
care” attitude). No matter what, Sum 41 will give you the live performance that 
you paid for.

The fast-paced punk, rock, or metal music of Sum 41, complete with catchy 
melodies and relevant lyrics, continues to get crowds riled up and ready to go. 
When it comes to where Sum 41 is taking us, we’ll just have to wait and see.

In Defense Of: 
Sum 41

ARIELLA AXELBANK/STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

C/O THERANKING.COM

Peetie McCook ’16 and Lauren Langer ’16 huddle on the floor. “Troll Cave” will be in the ’92 Theater on 
Friday and Saturday at 8 p.m.



Looking to meet other men 
and live in a house with them? 
Rush season is fast approaching, 
and many of the Univeristy’s 
fresh freshmen men will be 
considering the possibility of 
going Greek.   

“Which frat I choose will not 
only define me as a person,” says 
Zac Cuzner ’17. “It will define 
me as a man.”

Michael King ’16 reminisces 
about his experiences with the 
courting aspect of the AEPi rush 
process. 

“I really didn’t think I was 
going to pledge, but when I got 
my first gift basket delivered to 
my room I just couldn’t say no.  I 
opened it up, slathered myself in 
the delicious smelling body oils, 
lit the fresh avocado candle, and 
cracked the brand new copy of 

No Doubt’s “Return of Saturn” 
for an unforgettable night of self-
reflection.”

The process can be stressful, 
but the reward is immense: entry 
into an undisputed bastion of 
masculinity.  An anonymous DKE 
brother describes his initiation: 

“We were led blindfolded into 
the basement. I was afraid.  They 
told us to take off our shirts, our 
shoes, and finally our blindfolds.  
To our delight, the brothers were 
standing in a circle around a bust 
of Nero that was shrouded in 
Christmas lights. Suddenly, they 
burst into song. We immediately 
recognized ‘Carpe Diem,’ the 
intro song to Dead Poets Society. 
All the initiates joined in, and 
as our deep savory baritones 
permeated the air, I shed a single 
tear.  Long live DKE.”

The Ampersand: In it for the Money. Sarah “Bill Nye” Esocoff, Editor; Emilie “Death” Pass and Ian “I’m-a-
Picky-Eater” McCarthy, Assistant Editors;,Emma “Sherpa” Singer, Queen of Layout; Dillon “El Rey” Krauss, 
DKEDKEDKE; Sarah Esocoff, Paddling in the Pool; Nick “Doc Brown” Martino, Slacking; Sam “Papi” Raby, No 
Danes Allowed.
Write for the Ampersand! E-mail wesleyanampersand@gmail.com. 

DISCLAIMER: This article is a JOKE. The humor directed at Delta 
Kappa Epsilon is meant to be GENTLE and AFFECTIONATE. We 
in no way mean to imply that this organization is anything less than 
the valiant and heroic one that it is. We cherish you. 

Rush DKE!

...Do you like to sing? 

...Do you like to laugh?

...Is your name Börje?

Come Audition for Svergenqueerfem, Wesleyan’s oldest 
all-female Swedish gay a capella/stand up comedy troupe! 
Auditions are Wednesday 6pm to 2am in Beckham hall. No 
previous experience needed! Just be prepared to sing an 
original song that links Scandinavian history with the mod-
ern gay and/or female struggle. Also, we want to see you 
interpret and redesign an excerpt from the 1998 Stockholm 
production of “The Vagina Monologues,” while incorporating 
some of the pressing social justice concerns on our campus. 
Some of our classic favorites include “Eating an Ikea Swed-
ish Meatball off of my Partner,” and who could forget “Vaginal 
Fjord: A Gender-blind Love Story”? Make it funny! Have fun! 
But also remember that the Swedish gay female comedian 
stigma is a serious societal concern that demands our atten-
tion. If you can’t audition at the designated time, just email us 
at svergenqueerfemlaughsingstrugglehardlol123@gmail.com 
and we can make it work. See you at auditions! Go Svergies! 

(Although not prohibited, Danes are strongly discouraged 
from auditioning. Finns are OK. )

Last weekend marked a 
major milestone in the life of 
Professor Dr. Joseph “Joe” 
Fitzpatrick. Fitzpatrick, an 
expert in translation and nar-
rative theory with a BA from 
Harvard and a PhD from 
Duke, paddled and splashed 
his way across the shallow 
end of the Freeman Athletic 
Facilities pool for the first 
time in his life. Adding to 
the frenzied excitement of 
the occasion were his many 
supportive colleagues, who 
stood beside him in the pool, 
ready to rescue him should 
he begin to gasp for air. 

“I did it!” gurgled the be-
loved professor as he resur-
faced, and the small crowd 
of waist-deep academics po-

litely pretended not to see the 
mouthful of water that drib-
bled down his chin.  

Upon discovering that 
Fitzpatrick’s otherwise im-
pressive education was 
lacking in one crucial area, 
professors from the Eng-
lish and College of Letters 
departments joined forces to 
help him find his flippers. 
Lessons ranged from Lin-
ear Breaststroke Theories 
(Anne Greene), to Breath 
and Breathlessness (Clifford 
Chase), to Paddling With My 
Arms While You Hold My 
Feet (Kari Weil).  

The classes were for the 
most part without incident, 
excepting one hiccup ear-
ly on when Professor Amy 

Bloom, insisting that it was 
the only way to learn, threw 
Joseph into the deep end 
without warning. He would 
have certainly drowned had 
it not been for Professor 
Khachig Tölölyan, who had 
been floating beneath the 
surface for several minutes 
and was able to buoy Fitzpat-
rick to safety. 

“It’s been quite the jour-
ney,” Fitzparick attests, 
slightly out of breath and 
wrapping his towel tighter 
around his shoulders while 
hopping from foot to foot.  
“Swimmer’s ear is a killer, 
but I can’t wait to show off 
my new skills at the English 
Department water park trip 
this year! CANONBALL!!!” 

 Entire Wesleyan English Department 
Rallies Together to Teach Joseph

 Fitzpatrick How to Swim

Picking Up the Slack: Wesleyan’s 
Tightest New Club

When Brody Thomas ’16 
first heard about slacklining 
from his cool cousin Trent 
who works at a water park, he 
wasted no time in assembling 
a team of like-minded individ-
uals with rock-hard obliques 
and an interest in semi-taut 
ropes.

“Yeah me and Marcus think 
Man on Wire is like, the best 
movie ever. Dude that movie is 
the bomb. We called up Cody 
and Ian and they were down, 
so we went online and had the 
slackline shipped to my step-

mom’s place and, like, voila, 
Wes has a slacklining club 
now and we totally started it!” 

“Wesleyan has a zero-tol-
erance policy on slacking,” 
said President Michael Roth 
at a school function last week, 
cracking a slight grin at the 
podium and charming every-
one with his delightful word 
play. 

Professor Roth’s charismat-
ic but definite disapproval was 
not the only obstacle Brody 
and his friends faced. Brody 
explains:

“Well, at first we didn’t re-
ally know how high up to put 
the rope in the tree, so we did 
it, like, super high up there. 
Then JT almost fell off but he 
was holding on with one hand 
like some straight Cirque de 
Soleil shit, and they had to 
get one of those cherry picker 
things to come get him. Total 
JT move, such a showoff.”

Slacklining club will re-
sume slacking come spring, 
given Brody’s stepmom gets 
her shit together enough to re-
place the line. 


