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By Felipe DaCosta
Assistant Sports Editor

In the first-ever night foot-
ball game in NESCAC history, the 
Cardinals routed the visiting Tufts 
Jumbos, 52-9. The night proved 
to be historic on several levels, as 
the Cardinals offensive onslaught 
eclipsed a number of school re-
cords en route to making an em-
phatic statement in their season 
opener.

Before about five thousand 
supporters, the Cardinals lined 
up for the opening kick off and 
inaugurated the 2013 season as 
the sunlight waned. The Wesleyan 
defense was a bit jittery as it be-
gan the contest, and the Jumbos 
came out surprisingly strong on 
their first drive of the game. The 
Jumbos caught Wesleyan off guard 

Football Unleashes Its Powerful
Offense Under Andrus Lights

as they swiftly marched downfield, 
connecting on their first five pass at-
tempts. Tufts also benefitted from a 
penalty for pass interference against 
Wesleyan. This success through the 
air allowed Tufts to go up 7-0 early 
on.

That was the end of the 
Jumbos’ good fortune, however, as 
the Cardinals dropped 52 straight 
points, Wesleyan’s highest single-
game total since 1998. Although 
not fully confirmed, records indicate 
that the Cards’ total of 484 first-half 
yards in Saturday’s game is the most 
yardage gained in a single half in 
school history.

Veteran kicker Sebastian 
Aguirre ’14 made history of his 
own, as his seven consecutive extra 
points establish a new school record 
for most consecutive PATs made in 
a single contest. Aguirre’s 20-yard 

boot on the Cardinals’ opening drive 
was also the first scoring play for the 
team in 2013. For his work, Aguirre 
was awarded NESCAC Special 
Teams Player of the Week.

Second-year starting quarter-
back Jesse Warren ’15 led the charge 
for the Redbirds, completing 13 of 
his 17 passes for three touchdowns. 
Warren made Josh Hurwitz ’15 a fre-
quent target, linking up with the fel-
low junior receiver six times for 103 
yards, including a 10-yard touch-
down strike.

Remarkably, Warren did all of 
his pillaging of the Tufts D in the first 
half, as his swift work earned him 
the rest of the night off. The first-
half effort alone was good enough 
to earn Warren NESCAC Offensive 
Player of the Week honors.
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By Coz Deicke
Staff Writer

A tried and true staple of the 
Wesleyan art and performance world 
reemerged this weekend with the 
first preliminary slam, sponsored by 
WeSlam, this past Friday at 8 p.m. in 
WestCo.

For those who are unfamiliar with 
the format, this smack down of poetry 
occurs in three-minute intervals. Each 
poet performs hir own original content 
with hypnotic voices, rampant emo-
tions, and crazy hand gestures in two 
lively rounds.

Judges from the audience are then 
tasked with the impossible: assigning a 
score to the poetry. Why? Because the 
ten competing poets are all battling to 
get a spot in the top three, which will 
guarantee them a spot in the semester’s 
final slam. Slammers who place in the 

top five in the final slam will comprise 
the Wesleyan slam team and represent 
the University at national college slam 
competitions such as CUPSI (College 
Unions Poetry Slam Invitational) and 
WLPSI (Wade-Lewis Poetry Slam 
Invitational).

As cool as the competition is, 
hosts Jason Reitman ’15 and Marissa 
Castrigno ’15 reminded us through-
out the night to “Fuck the scores! Give 
it up for the poetry!” which brings us 
back to the heart of a slam: poets shar-
ing themselves and their art through 
performance.

The night featured many new 
faces in both the crowd and the line-
up of performers. The basement of 
WestCo was so packed with excited 
freshmen you could barely see any of 
those circular, haunting white graffiti 
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David Whitney ’16, Angus Macdonald ’16, Andrew Olson ’16, and Cesar Chavez ’15 were among 
the students, workers, and community members who rallied at Saturday night’s football game. 
Turn to page 3 for the full story.
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Declining Days: Long Lane 
School Plagued in Final Years

By Abbey Francis
Executive Editor

This article is the second part 
of a historical investigation into the 
Long Lane School For Girls, an in-
stitution for deviant female youth, 
formerly adjacent to the University’s 
campus.

Long Lane School For Girls 
is an unknown entity for many 
Wesleyan students, its vacant halls 
just a curious part of the local 
landscape. But only a decade ago, 
Long Lane still lived as a function-
ing juvenile correctional facility, 
if one plagued by problems with 
abuse and neglect.

Guided throughout its his-
tory by the ideals of its ambitious 
founders, Long Lane nonethe-

WestCo Hosts First 
Preliminary Slam

less changed dramatically in char-
acter as the 20th century came to 
a close. The school underwent two 
of its most significant changes in 
the late 1960s and early 1970s. The 
first change came when Long Lane 
was brought under the supervision 
of the Connecticut Department of 
Children and Youth Services, which, 
not coincidentally, followed the 
landmark 1967 Supreme Court case, 
“In re Gault.” The Gault case “made 
it more difficult for youth to be sent 
to institutions for status offenses,” 
wrote Beth Davies ’09 in her thesis 
about Long Lane in Middletown’s 
collective memory.

This meant that the makeup of 
the school necessarily shifted—few-
er youth were sent there for minor, 
non-criminal charges and more were 

sent for serious violations of state or 
federal law.

A second change came just a 
few years later, in 1972, when male 
inmates were added to the popula-
tion of the school. It seems that 
this shift in admission and author-
ity altered more than the school’s 
demographics. Long Lane, by most 
accounts, became more of a genu-
ine detention facility in this period. 
Davies quotes a local woman named 
Dorothy in her thesis.

“The girls, they raised cows 
down there, and they took care of 
the cows and the barns and they 
grew strawberries down by the 
field,” Davies quotes Dorothy as 
saying. “For many years, you could 

Germinal Fund Aids 
Local Entrepreneurs

By Sofi Goode
Staff Writer

A number of students are cur-
rently working to help Middletown 
entrepreneurs expand and succeed 
in their business endeavors. The 
Germinal Fund, started this summer 
by Ted Shabecoff ’16, Adam Saul ’16, 
and Jason Brandner ’16, focuses on 
two primary aspects: microlending 
and consulting for small businesses 
and entrepreneurs.

Shabecoff, the group’s Chief 
Executive Officer (CEO), explained 
the reasoning behind the two-
pronged approach.

“We want to cater our services 
to the exact needs of our clients,” he 
said. “What we’ve found is that busi-
ness owners tend to think solely on 
their product and not on running a 

business as much. As students inter-
ested in management and how things 
work, we can see things creatively. We 
see...a solution, which is creating a 
service of consulting for the business-
es beyond the basic lending aspect.”

The Germinal Fund has part-
nered with several national and inter-
national microfinance organizations 
in order to build its services and find 
funding. The group will work with 
Consult Your Community, a student-
run organization that promotes the 
creation of undergraduate consult-
ing, to develop comprehensive con-
sulting services; it will also work with 
Kiva Microfunds to facilitate its mi-
croloans.

Brandner, the group’s Chief 
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Hosts Jason Reitman ’15 and Marissa Castrigno ’15 welcomed many 
new poets to the stage at the first preliminary poetry slam on Friday.
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Corrections: The article titled “Little 
Homies: Student Band Goes Viral,” pub-
lished on Friday, Sept. 20, inaccurately re-
ported names for the band Grand Cousin’s 
“Camera” video collaborators, originally 
reported as Jack Coin ’12 and Sydney 
Schlieff ’14; actually, the collaborators 
were Jack Coyne ’13 and Sidney Schlieff 
’14. The article also inaccurately reported 
instrumentation as Caplan ’14 on drums, 
Low ’14 on guitar, and Hall ’14 on vo-
cals; actually, the band consists of Robby 
Caplan ’14 on bass, Evan Low ’14 on 
drums, and Henry Hall ’14 on vocals and 
guitar.
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By Ben Marvin-Vanderryn
Staff Writer

As part of a national day of ac-
tion against the Keystone XL pipe-
line, a group of over 60 people, 
including 20 University students, 
marched to and protested outside of 
the Middletown branch of Toronto-
Dominion (TD) Bank. The bank is 
a major investor in TransCanada, 
the oil company proposing the 
pipeline, and protestors hoped to 
encourage customers of the bank 
to switch banks, forcing divestment 
and policy change on TD Bank.

Multiple groups formed a co-
alition to plan the protest. The day 
of action was called for by 350.org, 
a platform for grassroots activism. 
350.org’s Connecticut branch, the 
Interreligious Eco-Justice Network 
(IREJN), and Capitalism vs. the 
Climate, a group started by Dan 
Fischer ’12, all brought members 
from around the state to the pro-
test. For the past month, the groups 
have protested every other Saturday, 
visiting locations in New Haven 
and Hartford. 350 Connecticut 
(350CT) organizer Ben Martin 
explained that while energy is cur-
rently directed against TD Bank and 
the Keystone XL, the protestors also 
have a larger goal in mind.

“We want people to know that 

a one hundred percent sustainable 
energy economy by the year 2030 is 
both possible and necessary,” Martin 
said. “We want to change the energy 
discussion in the same way Occupy 
changed their discussion.”

The diversity of groups that 
helped organize the protest brought 
a range of perspectives to the issue of 
climate change. Some, such as 350.
org, approached it from an environ-
mental standpoint; others, such as 
Capitalism vs. the Climate, came 
from a class issues view; still others, 
such as IREJN, offered a moral and 
religious angle on the issue. IREJN 
Executive Director Terri Eickel ex-
plained her organization’s stance on 
the matter.

“Religion isn’t just about go-
ing to service for an hour a week,” 
Eickel said. “Every faith tradition 
talks about taking care of the earth, 
so my organization views this as a 
moral issue.”

One of the protestors’ goals 
is to educate customers, hopefully 
leading to the end goal of encourag-
ing customers to make money trans-
fers into more local and eco-friendly 
financial institutions. By informing 
passersby of the bank’s practices, the 
groups hope to encourage discourse 
about the pipeline and its impacts.

The tar sands from which much 
of the oil would be extracted were a 

Activists Protest TD Bank Investment
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Students and representatives from various organizations protested outside of TD Bank on Washington St.

major point of concern for many of 
the protesters. This energy is consid-
ered dirty; according to Ross Levin 
’15, an attendee of the protest, the 
practices by which it has been ob-
tained are having a negative impact 
on the surrounding areas.

“[The oil extraction from the 
tar sands] is causing a genocide in 
Alberta through the slow poisoning 
of the indigenous people that live in 
that area,” Levin said.

For many of the protesters, the 
Keystone XL pipeline represents an 
issue that goes far beyond climate 
and energy issues, extending to so-
cial and economic inequities.

“It’s important to draw atten-
tion to the connection between cli-
mate change and the forces behind 
it,” said Daniel Plafker ’15, another 
student who attended the protest. 
“It’s impossible to talk about class 
struggle without also addressing is-
sues like climate change.”

Fischer, who represented 
Capitalism vs. the Climate at the 
protest, noted the impact that un-
clean energy can have on poorer 
communities throughout the coun-
try.

“The system needs to be more 
accountable to the communities 
[it] impact[s],” Fischer said. “The 
health and environmental impacts 
fall disproportionately on poorer 

communities. You don’t see oil re-
fineries or coal plants in the upscale 
areas, and it’s because of the nega-
tive impacts on health they have. 
The people who are impacted the 
most are those who can’t choose to 
live anywhere else.”

The various groups plan to 
continue their grassroots actions 
for the next few weeks at other TD 
Bank locations across the state. They 
noted that such actions have already 
changed the discussion and made an 
impact on the planning of the pipe-
line.

“The pipeline looked like a 
done deal, but so many people put 
pressure on the administration and 
the key actors in the deal that they 
had to review their policies,” Fischer 
said.

The organizers acknowledged 
that one local protest will not neces-
sarily bring about national change. 
However, they feel that their efforts 
are an important part of a larger na-
tional movement that has the poten-
tial to do so.

“We can only create a nation-
al impact with a national action,” 
Martin said. “That’s why it’s so im-
portant for us to be here. If groups 
from all over the country partici-
pate, we have the potential to be-
come a major part of the national 
discussion on this issue.”

You are invited to be a part of the 6th Annual
 Social Justice Leadership Conference

Key parts of the SJLC are the breakout sessions, where students, student groups, alumni, community mem-
bers, faculty, and staff facilitate sessions in their area of interest, expertise, or passion. Sessions focus on 
leadership skills that may be applied to any social movement and on the many manifestations of injustice 

and how participants can be involved in creating change.
This year’s conference theme is Access, Equity, and Inclusion. The event will be held on Saturday, 

Oct. 26.  We encourage you to submit a session proposal and to be part of this amazing day! 
Session proposals are being accepted until Friday, September 27, 2013 at 4pm. Submit a proposal 

at: www.wesleyan.edu/sald/sjlc/sjlc_proposal.html.



THE WESLEYAN ARGUSTUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 24, 2013     3

Protesters Rally for 
Worker Solidarity

By Miranda Katz
News Editor

At the first night football game in 
NESCAC history on Saturday, Sept. 
21, a number of students marched 
around Andrus Field to protest the 
working conditions of the University’s 
custodial staff. This event follows a 
string of protests over the summer 
during which custodians protested 
their working conditions. The protests 
were directed at the University and 
Sun Services LLC, the company con-
tracted for the University’s custodial 
work. Sun Services recently reduced 
the number of cleaning staff by 10 
workers; this means that fewer custo-
dians are now responsible for cleaning 
more square footage throughout the 
campus.

This rally was organized by 
the United Student Labor Action 
Coalition (USLAC) following a work-
er-student solidarity meeting held 
on Friday, Sept. 20 in 200 Church. 
Bilingual attendees provided trans-
lation so that Spanish and English 
speakers could understand one an-
other. Ari Ebstein ’16, a member of 
USLAC, commented on the purpose 
of Friday’s meeting.

“It was basically a space for work-
ers to kind of air their grievances about 
the over-burdensome shifts that have 
been put on them,” Ebstein said. “We 
went ahead trying to orchestrate [the 
rally at the football game].”

Approximately 30 community 
members, including students, Bon 
Appétit workers, and Middletown resi-
dents, joined the rally around the foot-
ball field. They dropped two banners 
from the Public Affairs Center, which 
read “Solidarity” and “Solidaridad”; 
they also distributed fliers that detailed 
a day in the life of a University custo-
dian and asked whether this workload 
can be reasonably completed in seven 
and a half hours.

Mariama Eversley ’14, an at-
tendee, explained the rationale behind 
protesting during the football game.

“It was a high visibility event,” 
Eversley said. “There were going to be 
a lot of people there; there were going 

to be alumni; there were going to be 
donors and things like that. It was a 
very strategic time to have some kind 
of visible rally. We were clearly visible; 
people saw us.”

Eversley added that she found the 
setting of the football game provided 
an interesting context for a rally about 
labor conditions.

“Personally, [I wanted] to inter-
rupt an event that is very compla-
cent,” she said. “There was certainly 
no intention of disrupting the football 
game. But just to interject the reality 
that the workers’ lives are very, very 
tough right now, in a moment like 
this, I personally thought was a power-
ful thing to do.”

Ebstein received a range of reac-
tions from football game attendees.

“I had people who were very 
sympathetic to the cause [and] other 
people who mocked me because I am 
personally not a custodian, and they 
said, ‘How can you possibly claim to 
be standing in solidarity with custo-
dians or other workers at Wesleyan?’” 
Ebstein said. “Most people were just 
genuinely unaware of the issue because 
these are people who mostly clean in 
the night when they’re not around, or 
the alumni aren’t on campus, so they 
were interested in the civic action. 
Most, I think, wanted to know more 
and were just unaware of what’s been 
going on.”

Eversley emphasized that the 
event was not just a student protest.

“I thought that made the experi-
ence more powerful, just to have a lot 
of people with different experiences 
together just rallying for workers’ 
rights and for people to not have an 
unmanageable and highly exploitative 
workload, which is what is happening 
right now,” she said.

USLAC will hold an organizing 
meeting on Tuesday, Sept. 24 at 5 p.m. 
at the University Organizing Center.

“We’re just trying to organize as 
broad-based a coalition of students 
as possible to stand in solidarity with 
workers and see if we can’t use what-
ever influence we have as participants 
in this University to do some good,” 
Ebstein said.

By Katya Dajani
Contributing Writer

This year, the University 
introduced Middletown Day, an 
event dedicated to integrating 
the University and Middletown 
communities. Located in the 
Freeman Athletic Center and 
taking place this past Saturday 
afternoon, festivities consisted 
of a variety of attractions, such 
as a bouncy castle, face painting, 
carnival games, and refreshment 
booths. The event culminated 
in a parade leading to the first-
ever NESCAC nighttime football 
game.

According to Director of 
the Center for Community 
Partnership Catherine 
Lechowicz, weeks of planning 
went into organizing the festival.

“We had a bunch of differ-
ent offices on campus as well as 
a couple of community members 
that started meeting to try and 
pull it together,” Lechowicz said. 
“And then when students got 
back on campus, we were able 
to include folks from the WSA 
as well as students from the stu-
dent athletic advisory committee 
to try and plan the best way to 
organize the event.”

Middletown Day was creat-
ed as a way to promote commu-
nication between the University 
and local residents. University 
clubs and sports teams volun-
teered to make the day as success-
ful as possible.

“A lot of students from vari-
ous athletic teams...help[ed] out 
with activities in the field house,” 
said Vice President for Finance 
and Administration John Meerts. 
“They...help[ed] with the face 
painting, bouncy house, and 

whatnot.”
University staff also participat-

ed, some of them performing in fac-
ulty bands such as The Mattabassett 
String Collective, which con-
sists of Professor of Government 
and Environmental Studies Marc 
Eisner, Cataloguing Librarian 
Rebecca McCallum, Director of the 
College of the Environment Barry 
Chernoff, Academic Technology 
Coordinator for the Social Sciences 
Kevin Wiliarty, and Professor of 
Economics Gilbert Skillman.

Student bands Skybars, The 
New Group, and Molly Rocket and 
the Crooks also performed at the 
event.

“There’s nothing better than 

having people intermingle,” Meerts 
said. “If you want to bring town 
people on campus, which they usu-
ally don’t do all that much, [this 
event] promotes relationships...and 
makes them feel welcome. That’s re-
ally the intent, just community rela-
tionships.”

The event not only celebrated 
community but also highlighted 
some of the local talent on the foot-
ball team.

“It seems like a great time to 
celebrate students that have gone 
to local schools in Middletown and 
other regional places…to use that as 
a way to encourage people to come 
to campus and support these stu-

Middletown Day Welcomes 
Town Residents to Campus

dents, in addition to trying other 
resources that the campus offers,” 
Lechowicz said.

Interim Director of Public 
Safety (PSafe) Tony Bostick ex-
plained PSafe’s involvement in the 
event.

“They open up the whole cam-
pus to the community,” Bostick 
said. “It’s a lot of excitement, at least 
among the folks I’ve been speaking 
with about it. We’re mostly taking 
care of security measures and that 
kind of stuff as folks approach cam-
pus and are looking for parking and 
directions.”

Students who attended 
Middletown Day had mixed opin-
ions on the outcome of the event.

“The bouncy castle looked 
entertaining, but I wish that more 
students had attended,” said Noelle 
Choi ’17. “I feel as though it would 
have benefitted from more on-cam-
pus advertisement. There seemed to 
be many more Middletown residents 
than Wesleyan students.”

Overall, feedback from the ad-
ministration was positive; Lechowicz 
thought the event was successful.

“Middletown Day at Wesleyan 
went really well,” Lechowicz wrote 
in an email to The Argus. “We 
had a couple hundred people come 
through, and it was such a fun time! 
The Wesleyan athletes ran games, 
there were phenomenal bands play-
ing and many folks from the com-
munity and campus spending time 
together—it was all we could have 
hoped for.”

Because of its success, event or-
ganizers hope that Middletown Day 
will become a tradition.

“I’m sure we’re going to learn 
from this first try and hopefully do 
it again next year—not necessarily 
with football, but maybe we will,” 
Meerts said. “We’ll see.”

There’s noth-
ing better than 
having people 
intermingle.             

—John Meerts

Women in STEM Day!
(Science, Technology, 

Engineering, and Math)
Events include panels with alumni and 
faculty, keynote speaker Nóirín Plunkett, 

and a networking reception.

Friday, Oct. 11
12-6 p.m.

Lunch will be provided.

For more info and to register for all 
or part of the event, contact Karen 

Warren at 
kwarren@wesleyan.edu.

Writing at Wesleyan 
presents

 Novelist 
Salvatore Scibona

And poet 
Tonya Foster 

 
Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2013

Russell House
350 High Street, Middletown, CT

8 P.M.
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By Sophie Zinser
Staff Writer

Last Thursday, Sept. 19, over 30 
students and faculty members met in 
the Public Affairs Center to attend 
a panel discussion titled “Crisis in 
the Middle East.” The event was 
sponsored by the Allbritton Center 
for the Study of Public Life and the 
Government Department and was 
organized primarily by Professor 
of Government and Russian and 
Eastern European Studies Peter 
Rutland. The panel was designed to 
address recent developments in the 
Middle East, with a focus on Egypt’s 
involvement.

Members of the panel included 
Tarek Masoud, Associate Professor of 
Public Policy at Harvard University’s 
John F. Kennedy School of 
Government; Mohamed Elfayoumy, 
a former Consul and Political 
Officer with the Embassy of Egypt 
in Damascus and a Linda Vester 
Yale World Fellow; and Visiting 
Professor of Government Marcie 
Patton, whose research specializes in 
Turkish politics. The three began by 
giving opening statements and then 
responded to audience members’ 
questions. Professor Rutland medi-
ated the discussion.

Masoud made the first opening 
statement, encouraging the audience 
to pay close attention to the events 
occurring in Egypt.

“It’s pretty easy to conclude 
that the democratic experience in 
that country is over,” Masoud said. 
“You might start thinking now that 
we have to write the obituary of 
Egyptian democracy. We have to 
identify the ‘cause of death.’ Why 
did Egypt’s brief experiment with 
democracy seem to have died?”

Masoud discussed Mohamed 
Morsi’s attempt to mix religion and 
politics in the government by deep-
ening the role of conservative Sharia 
Law in Egypt’s new constitution 
that was passed in December 2012. 
Masoud also examined women’s 
roles in Egyptian society.

“Most people did not have a 
problem with the dialing back of 
women’s rights because that society 

is still highly patriarchal,” Masoud 
said. “If you ask Egyptians, for ex-
ample, whether they believe that 
women should be president, they 
will have highly conservative views 
that align with those of the Muslim 
brotherhood.”

Elfayoumy’s statement followed, 
in which he traced the evolution of 
Syria’s current civil war. Currently, 
40 percent of Syria is under regime 
control, while over one thousand 
rebel groups control 60 percent of 
the nation. There have been more 
than one hundred  thousand deaths 
in Syria, and there are more than 10 
million refugees and citizens in need 
of humanitarian aid.

“This crisis is shameful for all 
human citizens all over the world,” 
Elfayoumy said. “The number of 
people who have been killed in the 
Syrian crisis thus far is almost 30 
times the number of people who 
died in 9/11. And the world is not 
moving a finger.”

Patton gave the last statement, 
detailing Turkey’s involvement in 
the current Middle East crisis. She 
argued that Turkey was the political 
model for the rest of the Middle East 
before the Arab Spring occurred.

“The catchphrase for Turkish 
policy pre-Spring was ‘Zero Problems 
With Neighbors,’” Patton said. 
“Now they call it ‘Zero Neighbors 
Without Problems.’”

Patton drew parallels between 
events in Egypt and those against 
Turkish Prime Minister Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan.

“Turkey has lost all of its cred-
ibility in the third world as a model 
to follow for democratic example,” 
Patton said.

During the question-and-an-
swer portion of the lecture, one au-
dience member asked whether the 
panelists considered the Middle East 
governable. Elfayoumy responded 
by explaining that countries are not 
drawn on the boundaries of cultural 
divides.

“The problem of democratiza-
tion in the Middle East is extremely 
difficult to solve,” Elfayoumy said. 
“Colonial parents took the ruler and 
drew the map without thinking of 

“Crisis in the Middle East” Panel Sparks Discussion
what would happen in the future.”

Disagreement erupted on 
the panel when asked what ac-
tion should be taken with regard to 
Syrian refugees. Elfayoumy argued 
that the United States should give 
more money in humanitarian aid 
than the $500 million that has al-
ready been given, which he claimed 
averages out to $40 per refugee. 
Masoud disagreed, stating that more 
U.S. intervention is not likely to end 
the conflict.

“If the U.S. were actually seri-
ous about alleviating the humanitar-
ian crisis in Syria, we would have al-
leviated the humanitarian crisis [by 
now],” Masoud said. “The U.S. can’t 
get in there and know how to solve 
things, but we can set up policies 
that are sustainable.”

Though there was disagreement 

among the speakers, Rutland noted 
that he believed that the debate 
proved constructive. Rutland said 
that he was thrilled to have such es-
teemed panelists.

“You could see that what you 
learn about the region from reading 
the papers and from hearing it from 
experts in the field are totally differ-
ent things,” Rutland said. “Events 
there are so complicated and mov-
ing too fast to make it into news 
reports…. Disagreement shows that 
these panelists are really grappling 
with these intricate problems.”

Hannah Norman ’16 expressed 
her satisfaction with the outcome of 
the discussion.

“I took away from the panel just 
how easy it is to overlook key factors 
of the conflicts in the Middle East,” 
Norman said. “Discussing the ongo-
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A panel of experts discussed the crisis in the Middle East on Thursday, Sept. 19.

ing civil war, in addition to the dif-
ferent ethnic and religious factions, 
outside influences such as Saudia 
Arabia, Russia, and the U.S., among 
others, needed to be taken into ac-
count. The panel thoughtfully laid 
out the basics while simultaneously 
displaying different points of view. It 
was great.”

Students were excited to see the 
distinguished scholars on the panels 
present their cases and talk freely 
with each other.

“Every talk that I’ve been to 
outside of the regular curriculum has 
been invaluable—I have learned so 
much,” said Johnny Bebbington ’16. 
“I would really like to see more Wes 
students come to these talks and for 
them to get more exposure because 
we all have access to such incredible 
resources.”

Marketing Officer (CMO), ex-
plained why the microfinance model 
is appropriate for the Middletown 
area.

“We’re looking to supply these 
smaller loans at low interest rates 
because [small businesses] don’t 
need to be overburdened with 
debt,” Brandner said. “It takes a lot 
of start-up capital to get ready, and 
so anything we can help with, and 
to give them access to the Kiva and 
Wesleyan networks, we think is a 
huge benefit.”

The Germinal Fund is also 
working with the Patricelli Center 
for Social Entrepreneurship (PCSE). 
PCSE Director Makaela Kingsley 
’98 detailed the mechanics of their 
partnership.

“[Shabecoff ] contacted the 
Patricelli Center via the Center of 
Community Partnerships this past 
summer, when he and the Germinal 
Fund team already had a first draft 
business plan, a company name, 
and an overall vision for their enter-
prise,” Kingsley wrote in an email 
to The Argus. “I talked with them 
about key partners in Middletown, 
the mechanics of their loan process, 
company organization, conferences 
and workshops they might want to 

attend, and more.”
Kingsley believes that the fund 

can have a positive impact on rela-
tions between the University and the 
Middletown community.

“We discussed potential fund-
ing sources, including the PCSE 
seed grant,” Kingsley wrote. “The 
Germinal Fund can support lo-
cal businesses while providing sig-
nificant experiential learning op-
portunities for Wesleyan students. 
It will be yet another way that the 
Middletown and Wesleyan commu-
nities collaborate and support each 
other.”

Currently, the Germinal Fund 
is working with two Middletown 
clients: a soup kitchen looking to al-
low its clientele to run a bakery in 
the kitchen, and a retailer starting a 
speciality clothing store. The organi-
zation is consulting the businesses to 
help build an effective business plan 
before giving them a microloan to 
jumpstart production.

“We would rather give money 
to someone who we’re not entirely 
sure can pay back but who has the 
dedication, who has the vision to de-
velop an enterprise that could really 
effect positive change in the commu-
nity,” Shabecoff said. “That’s more 
important than profit for us; that’s 
more important than the certainty 

Continued from front page

Fund: Group Gives Microloans, Advice 
to Middletown Businesses

that the business owner can pay 
back the loan. Rather than looking 
at financial return, we’re looking at 
social return, the most change that 
our money can affect.”

In addition to the chief offi-
cers, 12 students are involved in the 
Germinal Fund. Each student has 
committed to a weekly training ses-
sion as well as regular meetings with 
their clients. The training will last 
throughout the semester and will 
focus on five modules: principles of 
microfinance, accounting, principles 
of marketing and branding for small 
businesses, legal considerations with 
small businesses, and general topics 
of consulting.

Shabecoff, Saul, and Brandner 
will teach some sessions and will 
bring in industry professionals to 
teach others. Training is open to all 
students willing to make the time 
commitment, regardless of previ-
ous business experience. Once they 
have completed the modules, each 
student will have the opportunity to 
work directly with a business.

“By dividing all the work 
amongst a team of dedicated stu-
dents, we can really make sure that 
every client we have is given the best 
service possible,” Shabecoff said. 
“Because Wesleyan has taught us to 
think outside the box, we’re really in 

a great position to be able to apply 
our critical thinking to whatever we 
do and have this training just be the 
building blocks for our services.”

Saul, the group’s Chief 
Financial Officer (CFO), noted the 
importance of engaging with the 
Middletown community.

“I think if we’re going to live in 
this community, we have this duty to 
give back to it,” Saul said. “It’s im-
perative that we work to benefit the 
town as much as possible. Capital 
begets capital, so if we help one 
business succeed and expand, that 
immediately is an economic boost to 
the town. In helping the community 
prosper, it becomes a more attractive 
community for both Middletown 
residents and [University students].”

Though the Germinal Fund is 
only beginning its operations, the 
team hopes to see it grow exponen-
tially once it has a trained staff and 
credit in the Middletown commu-
nity.

“The end result that I’d like 
to see is businesses in Middletown 
cooperating with both each other 
and Wesleyan, while flourishing and 
growing sustainably because they 
have been given access to credit...as 
well as gained financial literacy and 
business skills to be independent of 
us,” Brandner said.
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By Grant Lounsbury
Staff Writer

The field hockey team recorded 
its first NESCAC win of the season 
this past Saturday, Sept. 21 when 
the Cardinals defeated Bates 2-0 in 
a tightly contested thriller. With the 
win, the squad improved to 2-3 on 
the season with a 1-2 conference re-
cord.

“It feels awesome to get our first 
NESCAC win of the season,” said 
Captain Blair Ingraham ’14 said. 
“And we’re looking forward to feel-
ing this way again soon.”

This hard-earned win was espe-
cially memorable for one player in 
particular, goalie Sara Grundy ’16. 
She posted the first shutout of her 
Wesleyan career, stopping two Bates 
shots to give her 31 saves on the sea-
son with a .775 save percentage.

“It feels great to get a shutout,” 
Grundy said. “Bates really pushed 
hard in the second half and didn’t 
make it easy.”

Ingraham also lauded her team-
mate’s work in net, crediting Grundy 
with preserving the Cardinal lead 
against the late Bobcat assault.

“Sara had some big saves and 
put pressure on the Bates attack,” 
Ingraham said.

The Cards took eight shots on 
goal and limited Bates to only two. 
Ingraham and fellow Captain Amber 
Bruckner ’14 scored Wesleyan’s two 
goals, while Captain Taylor Wells 
’14 assisted on both. Anna Howard 
’15 was also credited with an assist 
on Bruckner’s goal. Ingraham and 
Bruckner led the team with seven 
and six points on the season, respec-
tively. The Cardinals constantly put 
pressure on Bates’ defense, making 
life easier for Grundy on the other 

end.
Although the Bobcats only re-

corded two shots on goal, they did 
have 12 penalty corners.

“I wouldn’t say it was a one-sid-
ed affair because Bates put pressure 
on us in the second half, but I’d say 
we had a strong first half and came 
out strong, which probably took 
Bates by surprise,” Ingraham said. 
“Our defense did a good job of stay-
ing strong in the circle and prevent-
ing Bates from getting shots off.”

Grundy was very pleased with 
how the team played and eagerly 
awaits the rest of the season.

“This win really was a team ef-
fort,” Grundy said. “We are looking 
forward to carrying this momentum 
into the rest of the season.”

The team is preparing for its up-

Field Hockey Secures First 
NESCAC Win of Season

coming two-game road trip that 
starts Tuesday, Sept. 24 at Mount 
Holyoke College, which has a 7-0 
record on the season thus far. The 
team will then head south to play 
NESCAC rival Hamilton, which 
sports a 1-3 record, next Saturday, 
Sept. 28.

“We’re looking forward to 
two more games this week and re-
turning home next weekend with 
a few more wins,” Ingraham said.

After this shutout win for the 
Cards, the team fully believes in 
its ability to challenge such tough 
competition.

“I think we gained some 
confidence from this game, and 
we hope to carry that confi-
dence into the rest of our games,” 
Ingraham said.

Captain Blair Ingraham ’14 was one of two Cardinals to score in 
field hockey’s 2-0 win over Bates.
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By Ankur Neupane
Contributing Writer

The women’s tennis team 
played Williams in its opening 
match of the fall season on Saturday, 
Sept. 21. Despite a spirited ef-
fort, Wesleyan was shut out on all 
matches, falling 0-9 to the defend-
ing NCAA Division III champions.

Captain Grace Smith ’14 and 
Clare DuBrin ’15 paired up for 
the first doubles match, which they 
dropped 2-8. Smith lost 1-6, 1-6 in 
the second-seed singles match, while 
DuBrin failed to win any games as 
the top-seeded singles player.

In other matches, Captain 
Kiley Robbins ’14 partnered with 
Olivia Koh ’17 for second doubles, 
and Captain Nicki Softness ’14 
teamed up with Cameron Arkin ’17 
for third doubles. Robbins and Koh 
proved to be the most competitive 
partnership against the Ephs, losing 
out 5-8, whereas Softness and Arkin 
lost 3-8. In their respective singles 
matches, third-seeded Koh lost 1-6, 
4-6, while Robbins was also held 
without a game as the fourth seed. 
Both Softness and Arkin only man-
aged to win one game each as the 
fifth and sixth seeds, respectively.

When asked about the difficul-
ty of playing against Williams, Koh 
smiled and explained that her loss 
was motivation to train harder and 
play even better.

“With more practice, we can 
definitively give them a run for their 
money,” Koh said.

Robbins and Koh were neck 
and neck with Williams in the sec-
ond doubles. Koh guarded the base-
line while Robbins played up front. 
The Cardinals managed to catch up 
to the Ephs halfway through the set, 
fighting back to roughly draw lev-
el. Unfortunately, the Cards could 
not close the set, dropping crucial 
points near the end.

“We played well as a team,” 
Robbins said. “We were just out-
gunned overall by some of the best 

in the country.”
Robbins described feeling gen-

erally satisfied with the result due to 
the effort put in by the players and 
the team. While the Cards lost their 
first match of the season, she looks 
forward to upcoming matches and 
remains optimistic; she expressed 
that the team has definitely im-
proved from last year.

“A loss is only disappointing 
when you walk off the courts know-
ing you could have done something 
different mentally and physically, 
but every girl seemed to be proud of 
how they played, and that’s all that 
we can ask for so early in the sea-
son,” Smith said. “Beating Williams 
might be difficult even on our best 
day, but being able to uphold the 
mental and physical toughness we 
demonstrated on Saturday will be 
the deciding factor when we’re in a 
neck and neck match against teams 
like Trinity and Bates.”

DuBrin and Smith will be back 
at Williams on Friday, Sept. 27, 
representing Wesleyan in the ITA 
Tournament.

“The whole team doesn’t go be-
cause only a few players from each 
team get draws, so it’s more of an 
individual tournament,” Smith ex-
plained. “Clare and I will be going 
up Thursday night, and the tour-
nament starts Friday and contin-
ues on into Sunday, depending on 
how many matches we win. We’ll be 
playing both singles and doubles.”

Like her fellow captain, Smith 
is unconcerned with this tough start 
and is adamant her team will be suc-
cessful in upcoming matches.

“The season so far has been 
extremely focused on developing 
mental preparedness and confidence 
going into matches because that is 
necessary to optimize our physical 
performance,” Smith said. “Our 
match against Williams showed 
great improvements on that front, 
so I’m extremely optimistic about 
that translating into wins this sea-
son.”

Women’s Tennis 
Falls to Williams

Football: Wesleyan Cardinals 
Crush Tufts 52-9 in Night Game
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Even though Warren was con-
trolling the game, the running tan-
dem of Kyle Gibson ’15 and LaDarius 
Drew ’15 was a steady force that dis-
rupted the Jumbo defense through-
out the first half. Head Coach Mike 
Whalen expertly alternated his two 
top-flight running backs to subdue 
Tufts whenever Wesleyan had posses-
sion.

Gibson and Drew combined for 
269 yards and three of the Cardinals’ 
touchdowns. Most notably, Gibson 
ripped through the opposing defense 
for a highlight-reel 85-yard touch-
down dash that pushed the Cardinals 

to a 24-7 lead at the beginning of the 
second quarter.

With Gibson and Drew both 
entering their third seasons, expecta-
tions are high for the Cardinals’ run-
ning game to be a potent source of 
offense. If both runners are able to 
stay healthy throughout the season, it 
is highly unlikely that any NESCAC 
defense will be able to contain these 
two.

On the defensive side of the 
ball, Devon Carrillo ’17 sparked the 
secondary unit with eleven tackles. 
The Middletown resident will carry 
a great deal of responsibility this sea-
son as the Cardinals lost two of their 
starting defensive backs from the 

2012 season to graduation. If this 
game is any indication, Carrillo 
will be a foundational part of the 
Redbirds’ defense for the next 
four years.

After the starters put their 
skills on display for the Cardinal 
faithful in the first two quarters, 
Whalen gave some of his younger 
and inexperienced players the 
chance to shine under the lights in 
the second half. The Cardinals ex-
ercised the depth of their offense, 
as second-string quarterback Peter 
George ’15 connected for four of 
five passes in his first opportunity 
of the season. Sophomore running 
weapon John Vassar ’16 continued 
the assault on the Jumbos with 40 
rushing yards and Wesleyan’s final 
touchdown of the contest. Vassar’s 
lone gaffe came in the fourth 
quarter when he was planted in 
Wesleyan’s own end zone as Tufts 
managed to scrap up a safety in 
the closing minutes of play.

With Saturday’s win, the 
Cardinals have positioned them-
selves as a team to beat in the 
NESCAC. After establishing their 
dominance in such a forceful 
fashion, the Cardinals will have 
a target on their back for the rest 
of the season, and it is imperative 
that they not let off the gas pedal.

The Cardinals will play their 
first road game next Saturday, 
Sept. 28 at Hamilton College.

Kyle Gibson ’15 broke loose for an 85-yard touchdown scamper in 
the second quarter, a microcosm of Wesleyan’s resounding victory 
over Tufts on Saturday night.
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By Asher Young
Staff Writer

After getting out to a 1-0 lead 
at home against Bates on Saturday, 
Sept. 21, the women’s soccer team 
couldn’t quite hold on for the victory, 
as Wesleyan finally tied 1-1 after double 
overtime.

Sarah Sylla ’17 scored the lone 
goal for the Cardinals, while Katy 
Hardt ’15 got the assist and goalkeeper 
Jessica Tollman ’15 made an impressive 
twelve saves in the contest. Wesleyan is 
still looking for its first win of the sea-
son, sporting a 0-2-2 record through 
four games.

The Cardinals had beaten Bates 
in each of their past four meetings, 
and, after Sylla’s goal in the first half, 
it looked as though they were going 
to make it five. However, the Bobcats 
were able to outshoot Wes 25-12 and 
put thirteen shots on goal, one of which 
snuck past Tollman off a corner kick in 
the 70th minute.

“We were pretty disappointed 
with the result,” said captain Kerry 
Doyle ’14. “Bates is a team that we typi-
cally beat and we sort of expect to beat, 
and for that reason, a tie wasn’t really 
what we were looking for.”

After the Cardinals earned a cor-
ner kick in the 38th minute, Hardt sent 
a perfectly placed cross into the box, 
where the ball was caught in a short 
scramble before Sylla found the left side 

of the net open for the first goal of her 
career.

The assist from Hardt was her first 
of the year, and Wesleyan’s first assist of 
the 2013 season. The goal was the first 
for the Cards since their season opener 
on Sept. 7 at Bowdoin. Bates controlled 
possession for most of Saturday’s game, 
as the Wesleyan offense continued to 
struggle.

“Our team is just having a little bit 
of trouble connecting and keeping the 
ball as much as we would like,” Doyle 
said. “[Possession] has sort of been our 
downfall because if you don’t have the 
ball, it’s pretty hard to score.”

Doyle also said that during the 
past week of practice, the team has been 
putting an emphasis on the offensive 
side of the ball, specifically on different 
types of runs from forwards and where 
the ball should be placed in the mid-
field.

“I do think that there was a bit of 
an improvement in this game,” Doyle 
noted. “We got a few more chances 
than we had been getting, but again, 
not enough to put the game away.”

The Cardinal offense has also been 
working on getting a good first touch; 
Doyle feels that this has been perhaps 
the most important issue this season.

“You can’t do anything with the 
ball if you have a bad first touch,” she 
said. “You either give it away, or you 
put yourself in a position with the ball 
where you can’t do what you would like 

to.”
Playing with a strained quad mus-

cle, Tollman was certainly a bright spot 
in Saturday’s game. After a couple of 
nice saves in regulation, Tollman made 
what might have been the play of the 
game in the second overtime, as she 
made a leaping, diving stop on a Bates 
shot that would have won the game for 
the Bobcats.

After a broken finger sidelined 
goalkeeper Rachel Hobert ’16 for what 
looks to be at least another month, 
Grace Bomann ’14 returned to the ros-
ter as a backup goalie for the Cardinals. 
Bomann hasn’t played since her sopho-
more year, but Doyle praised her work 
ethic and said that she expects Bomann 
to be an effective option in goal going 
forward.

The Cardinals play their next 
game at home against Tufts in another 
conference matchup on Tuesday, Sept. 
24. The Jumbos are currently 2-2-0 on 
the season, with a 1-1 record in confer-
ence play. With a day of rest on Sunday, 
the team has an unusually short time 
between games, which can be difficult 
to overcome.

“It’s tough when you go from 
Saturday to a Tuesday game because 
there’s only one practice [in between],” 
Doyle said. “Right now, our game plan 
moving forward is to keep the ball as 
much as possible. If we can keep posses-
sion of the ball, then hopefully every-
thing else will work itself out.”

Women’s Soccer Battles Bates 
to Tie in Double Overtime

Isabel Clements ’16 was one of many Cardinals with mutliple shots against Bates, but the attack could 
not break the 1-1 tie.
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Cross Country 
Sweeps Invitational

By Daniel Kim
Contributing Writer

The 2013 Wesleyan Cross 
Country Invitational pitted the 
Cardinals against Mitchell College 
in a meet on Thursday, Sept. 19 
that kicked off the season. Both 
Wesleyan teams swept their re-
spective races, with team scores of 
15 to Mitchell’s 45 in men’s and 
15 to Mitchell’s 50 in women’s, 
results that will hopefully set the 
tone for meets to come. Western 
Connecticut also competed but 
did not participate in team scor-
ing.

For those unsure of how cross 
country scores are tallied, the rule 
is that the lower the points, the 
better the score. Think of it like 
scoring in golf: similar to every 
drive or putt affecting a golfer’s 
par, runners earn points that are 
equivalent to the number of their 
final placing at the end of the 
race. In addition, only the top-
five placers on a team gain points. 
For example, a runner that places 
10th in hir overall race but first 
for hir team will earn that team 
10 points. Since a lower score 
wins the meet, the incentive is to 
place as many runners as possible 
in the top five at the end of each 
competition, ideally having all of 
a team’s top placers in the race’s 
top-five runners.

And that’s exactly what hap-
pened in the meet versus Mitchell. 
In both the men’s and women’s 
meets, the Cardinals swept all five 
spots in the race to record the low-
est possible score. The women’s 
team ran a three-mile course and 
was led by veteran Libby Lazare 
’14, posting a 19:04.4 finish time. 
The men’s team, led by Taylor 
Titcomb ’16, swept its four-mile 
race with a top time of 21:48.7.

While the results of this 
first meet are impressive, the vic-
tory remains on the peripheries of 
these oxygen-efficient Cardinals’ 
minds.

“The meet itself wasn’t 
much,” Titcombe said regard-
ing the Wesleyan Invitational. “It 
was competitive, but yearly re-
sults usually don’t change all that 
much. The focus for us remains 
on the races to come and even be-
yond that. As a team, we’re look-
ing to continue to improve and 
grow, especially [with] our young-
er runners. We’ve got a lot of tal-

ent in our freshmen and sophomores. 
They’re going to carry the team in the 
upcoming year or two.”

On a personal level, Titcomb is 
reaching even further.

“My ultimate goal this year is to 
qualify individually for nationals,” 
Titcomb explained. “It’s not going to 
be easy by any stretch of the imagi-
nation, and it’s going to take a lot 
of work. But with the team we have 
now, there’s no saying what we can do 
as a group and for each other.”

Eric Arsenault ’17, who placed 
fourth in last week’s meet, shared 
Titcombe’s optimism.

“We’ve got a good group,” 
Arsenault offered. “We’re dedicated, 
we’ve got good team chemistry, and 
we’re looking ahead past this year 
and into the next. [This year] will be 
good, but I think we’re in a rebuild-
ing year more than anything.”

The cross country Cardinals 
also expressed their enthusiasm in 
competing together in an upcoming 
meet called the Paul Short Run on 
Saturday, Oct. 5 at Lehigh University.

“DI, DII, and DIII schools will 
be there, from all over,” said Molly 
Schassberger ’17. “We’re in our own 
division, Brown Division, but it’s still 
great to see this range of runners and 
to compete with other schools in our 
division.”

Another anticipated upcoming 
race is the Little Three Meet against 
rivals Williams and Amherst taking 
place at home on Saturday, Oct. 19.

Historically, Wesleyan has not 
met the success it has sought at this 
annual meet. In men’s, Williams has 
an unbroken winning streak since 
1988. In women’s, Williams holds a 
similar monopoly on the champion-
ship since 1987, broken only four 
times by Amherst.

“It’s going to be tough, real 
tough,” Titcomb said. “[Wesleyan] 
hasn’t won in the past few decades. 
This year, it might be more of the 
same thing. But again, we’ve got tal-
ent that will only get better as the 
year goes on, so even if we can’t claim 
the title this year, we’ll be swinging 
for it in the next.”

Indeed, the last time the 
Cardinal men won was in 1984, an 
island in a sea of Williams victories; 
the women last saw a championship 
in 1986. But the picture is optimistic, 
the tasks presented plain and clear.

“It’ll come together,” Titcomb 
said. “We just have to work hard and 
look ahead. It’s all about the long 
game.”

By Gili Lipman
Staff Writer

Despite returning from 
Williams this past weekend with a 
loss, the now 0-1 men’s tennis team 
members say they learned many 
valuable lessons and gained much 
experience.

“I think seeing the defend-
ing national champs this early in 
the year is extremely helpful,” said 
Head Coach Michael Fried. “Not 
only is it an early test of where we 
are, but also a great measuring stick 
for where we need to be to play with 
the top teams in the country, par-
ticularly on the doubles court.”

Williams defeated the Cardinals 
by a final score of 7-2, but many of 
the matches were tightly contest-
ed. Wesleyan’s depth is one of its 
strengths, as star performers change 
from match to match. Against the 
Ephs, the two winners were Jake 
Roberts ’17 and Michael King ’16.

Roberts, who played number-

one singles, was able to take down 
senior Matt Micheli in straight sets 
6-3, 6-4. Even with his serve not at 
100 percent, Roberts was able to 
utilize his groundstrokes to his ad-
vantage.

“I was dictating points with my 
forehand,” Roberts said. “I played 
very consistent and kept the ball to 
his backhand. Also, I stayed men-
tally focused and covered the court 
very well.”

The victory was impressive, as 
Micheli was an ITA Division III All-
American in 2013 and played an in-
tegral role in the Ephs’ 2013 Division 
III National Championship. The 
first-year stud played effective ten-
nis without letting Michelis’ prior 
success rattle him.

“I wasn’t really bothered by 
the situation because I didn’t think 
about it,” Roberts said. “I stayed fo-
cused on the fact that if I played my 
game and took it point by point, it 
would be a competitive match. Who 
he was or whom he played for was 

irrelevant in the moment.”
Third singles was also a bright 

spot for the Redbirds as King defeat-
ed first-year player Rohan Shastri in 
a super tiebreak to finish off a 6-1, 
5-7, 10-6 win. King was able to take 
down one of the top recruits in the 
country, both mentally and physi-
cally, by playing long points and 
keeping the ball in the court.

“The biggest thing that helped 
me win was that I gave him very 
few free points the whole match,” 
King said. “I made a ton of balls 
every rally, and eventually he wore 
down, started to go for too much, 
and made errors as a result.”

Usually, King is the one was 
loses his focus in the latter stages 
of the match, but after this past 
summer, he is a much more refined 
player.

“In the past, I’ve had poor suc-
cess with third sets and 10-point 
tiebreakers, but I’ve played a ton 
of matches over the summer and 
worked on my mental game a lot,” 

King said. “Winning a 10-point tie-
breaker last weekend and then an-
other one yesterday gave me some 
nice satisfaction that I’ve improved 
a lot since last year, especially my 
mentality on the court.”

The decisive super tiebreak was 
exciting, and many of the players 
and fans were on their feet. King 
was determined to gain back mo-
mentum after giving up a lead late 
in the second set.

“After handing him the last two 
games, I knew that I had to calm 
down, refocus immediately, and 
forget about losing the second set, 
which is something I used to have 
a lot of trouble with, otherwise the 
match could slip through my fingers 
quickly,” King said. “I told myself 
to relax and revert to the game plan 
that got you so far up in the first 
place, and thankfully it worked.”

Despite winning this week, 
Roberts and King admitted that 
they both still have parts of their 
game that they are eager to fine-

tune.
Roberts wants to work on fin-

ishing points at the net more ef-
ficiently, as well as revitalizing his 
ferocious serve back to its proper 
form. King added that having a 
higher first-serve percentage is a 
necessity and that he can help this 
by being a little less aggressive. 
Moreover, the sophomore looks to 
develop stamina and strength in his 
legs, saying that they get weaker as 
the length of the match increases.

Next up on the slate for the 
Cardinals is the ITA regional tour-
nament at Middlebury this up-
coming weekend, Friday, Sept. 27 
through Sunday, Sept. 29. Many of 
the top teams in the country will 
be in attendance, including Little 
Three rivals Amherst and Williams.

“After this match, I am hopeful 
and encouraged by where we are and 
optimistic about reaching our goal 
of joining the ranks of nationally 
competitive teams in the future,” 
Fried said.

Men’s Tennis Succumbs to Williams in Opener
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By Brett Keating
Assistant Sports Editor

The men’s soccer team won its sec-
ond straight game against a NESCAC op-
ponent on Saturday, Sept. 21, defeating 
the Bates Bobcats 1-0.

Coming off an inspiring 1-0 over-
time victory over Tufts, the fourth-ranked 
team in New England, the Cardinals 
looked to carry the momentum into their 
second consecutive conference battle.

Captain Danny Issroff ’15 said af-
ter the Tufts game that Wesleyan must 
capitalize on its high from defeating the 
Jumbos to bring an offensive attack to the 
Bobcats. His expectations for Bates were 
respectful, but he thought that Wesleyan’s 
defense should be able to shut down the 
relatively ineffective Bates attack.

“We don’t expect them to have the 
same firepower that Tufts had, or that 
Bates has had in years past,” Issroff said 
before the Bates game. “Their front line 
isn’t what it could be, and we expect to 
capitalize on that on Saturday.”

Issroff ’s prediction proved cor-
rect, as the poorly alignedBates offense 
managed just three shots on goal, all of 
which were turned away by Wesleyan 
keeper Emmett McConnell ’15.  It was 
McConnell’s second shutout in as many 
starts; he is undefeated through three ap-
pearances in net, all of which have been 
against NESCAC opponents.

The game was scoreless until the 
84th minute, when Brandon Sousa ’16 
caught a rebound 30 yards from the net. 
He rocketed a shot in towards the goal, 
and his ball caught the bottom edge of 
the crossbar and bounced in for the goal. 
Matt Hertgen ’15 was credited with the 
assist after the rebound deflected off him 
and a Bates defender to Sousa.

The Cardinals dominated play in 
the first half, firing 11 shots, four on goal, 
compared to Bates’ two shots, neither of 
which were on goal. Wesleyan ended the 
game with the advantage in shots (21-9), 
corner kicks (10-4), and shots on goal (9-
3).

Bates did surge in the second half, 
which looked to be trouble for Wesleyan. 
The Cardinals, who had not scored but 

controlled possession for the vast majority 
of the first half, allowed three shots on goal 
in the first half of the second period. The 
defenders let a Bobcat striker behind their 
defense, where he fired on net from 10 
yards away. McConnell, though, stepped 
in front of the ball easily and turned the 
shot away, preserving the scoreless tie as 
the 70th minute ticked away.

The task of replacing NESCAC 
Player of the Year Adam Purdy ’13 this 
year looked herculean; the three goalies 
Wesleyan had to work with, McConnell, 

Billy Queen ’16, and Derek Grammer 
’17, entered 2013 with 30 minutes of col-
lege soccer combined. But the Cardinals 
have found surprising consistency at the 
position. Helped out by a strong defense, 
the netminders have allowed just one goal 
in their three NESCAC games this sea-
son.

The Cardinals also had missed op-
portunities late in the game, as they twice 
put balls in the net that were nullified by 
the officials. The first was an offside call; 
the second was a handball inside the of-

Men’s Soccer Pitches Second Consecutive Shutout

fensive zone just before the goal.
Wesleyan’s discipline proved strong. 

Despite having such a young team, the 
Redbirds were called for zero cards to the 
Bobcats’ three and just two fouls to the 
Bobcats’ nine.

Sousa, whose goal was just the 
highlight of an impressive offensive per-
formance, finished the match with eight 
shots, four on goal, the latter stat outpac-
ing the Bobcats’ team total.

The Cardinals benefitted greatly 
from strong communication on both 

ends of the field. This was their first game 
with all members of the varsity squad 
participating after the plethora of suspen-
sions that plagued the team to open the 
season.

Wesleyan’s next game is Wednesday, 
Sept. 25 against Western New England 
University, after which all but one game 
will be against conference foes. Their next 
NESCAC game will be in hostile ter-
ritory, as they play next Saturday, Sept. 
28 at Hamilton for the Continentals’ 
“Fallcoming” game.

Matt Hertgen ’15 garnered a fortuitous assist that led to the game-winning goal for men’s soccer.
KATHY LEE/ASSISTANT PHOTO EDITOR
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WEEKEND IN REVIEW

Top Right: Guy Fridge kept the 
concert going at Eclectic this 
past Thursday despite a no-show 
from DJ Rashad.

Bottom: In the first nighttime 
football game in NESCAC history, 
the Wesleyan Cardinals defeated 
the Tufts Jumbos 52-9. 

Top Left: Students, workers, and 
community members united at 
Saturday’s football game in sup-
port of Sun Services workers.
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Top: Ten different campus dance groups per-
formed in the lobby of Exley Science Center 
on Friday night, Sept. 20. This event was pre-
viously held in Psi Upsilon fraternity house, 
but was moved to Exley this year.

Bottom Right: Poets competed in the first 
preliminary slam in the WestCo Cafe this past 
Friday. 
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arts
Review: Elvis Costello Teams 
up With Questlove, The Roots

By Nate Johnson
Contributing Writer

The funky, soulful hip-hop sound 
of The Roots has blended seamlessly 
with the alternative, new-wave pub-
rock sound of Elvis Costello to produce 
one of the more exciting and out-of-
left-field collaborations of the year in 
Wise Up Ghost.

The album as a whole refuses to 
fall under any organized genre, such 
as Costello’s typical rock and roll or 
The Roots’ usual hip-hop. The Roots 
provides Costello a new setting and 
framework, which allows him to bend 
his typically wordy lyrics towards rap.

The formative factor through-
out the album is Questlove’s hip-hop 
drumbeats. Despite this connective 
tissue, the two musical experimental-
ists stay away from sticking to a specific 
style, even a disorganized one. Rather, 
as with most of their productions 
throughout their careers, The Roots 
and Elvis Costello spotlight substance.

As can be expected from these two 
legends, Wise Up Ghost focuses on the 
tumultuous relationship between man 
and world, a world in chaos and confu-
sion. The heavy, dark poeticism of Elvis 
Costello meshed with the gloomy, sin-
uous strings of The Roots develop the 
ominous, almost hopeless mood of the 
album. The dim sentiment evoked by 
the sounds of the album culminates in 
the final two tracks, “Wise up Ghost” 
and “If I Could Believe.”

The album’s title song resembles 
the introduction to a James Bond 
movie, inducing feelings of danger or 
violence in the listener. The refrain of 
“Wise up Ghost,” “She’s pulling out 
the pin,” hearkens back to “(She Might 
Be A) Grenade,” another track on the 
album, only underscoring the forebod-
ing emotional reaction The Roots and 
Costello were hoping for in their listen-

ers. Costello also calls upon the listener 
to take action and do something about 
this world in turmoil in the chorus of 
the song, saying, “Wise up / When are 
you going to rise up?”

Following the call to arms of 
“Wise up Ghost,” “If I Could Believe” 
forces the listener to question whether 
or not this uprising can actually make 
a difference. Costello sings, “If I could 
believe two and two is five / Two wrongs 
make a right… / That might sound like 
prayers / If I could believe.” In other 
words, Costello is questioning his abil-
ity to believe that a solution is possible. 
If he forgets all that he has been taught 
and throws aside all common sense and 
logical thought, then perhaps he would 
be able to believe that his prayers will 
be answered.

“If I Could Believe” probably 
involves the fewest instruments on 
the album but makes plentiful use of 
Costello’s vocal capabilities. He ser-
enades the listener over minimal back 
-up from The Roots, thus allowing 
the listener to focus on the lyrics of 
the song. This compositional decision 

only underscores the question posed by 
Costello: can we, as humans, solve the 
problems we’ve created?

Wise Up Ghost shows just how 
far The Roots and Elvis Costello can 
go with their musical talents. Costello 
had reign over the lyrical aspect of the 
album, while The Roots took control 
of the beats and sounds backing him 
up. While one can still hear the rock-
punk preference of Costello, as well 
as the neo-soul or hip-hop preference 
of The Roots, the two manage to co-
operate and collaborate flawlessly. 
Costello steers clear of his vibrato and 
tendency toward melodrama in order 
to mesh well with the drum stylings of 
Questlove and the rest of The Roots.

The tangy, modern, and instru-
ment-heavy inclination of The Roots 
creates the perfect frame for the po-
etic lyrics and harsh, elegiac voice of 
Costello. What started off as a small 
joke made by Questlove on “Late 
Night With Jimmy Fallon” about mak-
ing a song with Costello turned into an 
unexpected, yet unsurprisingly strong, 
album.

“Prisoners” Takes Disappointing 
Approach to The Mystery Movie

By Michael Friedrich
Contributing Writer

“Prisoners,” a new crime drama 
starring Hugh Jackman and Jake 
Gyllenhaal, is the worst kind of B 
movie. It presents itself like a clas-
sic slow burner, with a number of 
memorable and intense scenes, but 
quickly wastes its potential with a 
series of plot twists straight out of 
Scooby-Doo.

Jackman plays Keller Dover, an 
overprotective, religious family man 
with a completely real-sounding 
name. We meet him on a hunting 
trip, during which he forces his son 
to shoot a deer. Then, on the car 
ride home, he lectures him on being 
prepared for society’s inevitable col-
lapse.

Soon after they return, Keller is 
faced with the type of life-shattering 
emergency he’d been waiting for: his 
six-year-old daughter is abducted in 
front of their own house. The po-
liceman on the case, Detective Loki 
(Gyllenhaal), has a suspect but no 
evidence, and the frenetic Keller, 
feeling powerless for the first time, 
takes matters into his own hands.

What “Prisoners” succeeds at 
most is setting the mood. It fills the 
screen with grays and dull blues, 
and each establishing shot pans 
forward slowly and ominously. 
Unfortunately, bleakness isn’t enough 

to carry a movie, and as compelling 
as many of the earlier scenes are, the 
plot quickly gets ridiculous. The first 
half of the film is an Oscar-caliber 
mystery drama, but it eventually just 
gives up.

While the plot leaves much to 
be desired, Gyllenhaal is surprisingly 
good as Detective Loki, a character 
with so little backstory his half-dozen 
tattoos might as well read “character 
development.” Also good is perenni-
al creep Paul Dano, the kidnapping 
suspect with “the IQ of a ten year 
old.” Dano’s demeanor and every-
thing he gives the viewer just scream 
“spooky.” Jackman makes a strong 
effort as well, but soon becomes a 
one-note character, motivated exclu-
sively by his goal and shouting sev-
enty percent of his lines.

“Prisoners” is not a bad movie, 
just a very disappointing one. It sets 
the scene as well as any classic mys-
tery and then goes nowhere—and 
slowly at that. One sub-par aspect 
of the film is the religious symbol-
ism with which director Denis 
Villeneuve pelts the audience. While 
the imagery is potent, there’s no real 
reason for its presence. Until the 
end, that is, when the exposed villain 
declares, in a gloriously expository 
monologue, that he is “waging a war 
on God.” By then, however, it’s too 
little too late. The viewer is left with 
a sense that religion wasn’t a theme as 

By Lillian Holman & Andreas Streuli
Film Board Representatives

It’s hard to believe we’re already half way through the Film Series’ first 
calendar. More awesomeness on the way this week, starting off with Noah 
Baumbach’s latest, a contemporary-set, fun, and timely homage to the French 
New Wave, before moving onto another great offering from this calendar’s 
Middle Eastern series.  The latter half of the calendar begins with a poignant 
biopic of political theorist Hannah Arendt, coinciding with the 50th anniver-
sary of her work “Eichmann in Jerusalem” (it’s free!), and ends with an endur-
ing masterpiece by one of cinema’s greatest masters.

FRANCES HA
2012. USA. Dir: Noah Baumbach. With Greta Gerwig. 86 min.
Wednesday, September 25. 8 p.m. $5.

One of the lesser known but most charm-
ing offerings of this summer, “Frances Ha” is a 
beautiful, modern coming-of-age story. It is a 
film to grab your best friend and see together 
while you both share in Frances’ fears, while re-
maining inspired by her hope. She is a young, 
New York dancer who is struggling with the 
looming realizations of adulthood along with 
struggling to fulfill her dreams. If that is not 
something a young college student can relate to, 
I do not know what is.

CHICKEN WITH PLUMS
2011. France. Dir: Vincent Paronnaud, Marjane Satrapi. With Mathieu 
Amalric. 93 min
Thursday, September 26. 8 p.m. Free.

Liked “A Separation?” Didn’t 
see it, but wish you had? There’s 
more where that came from, as the 
Middle Eastern film series enters its 
second week with “Chicken With 
Plums” (from the team that brought 
you “Persepolis”), a fable adapted 
from co-director Satrapi’s own 
graphic novel. “Plums” depicts an 
aging musician who has all but giv-
en up on life entirely. As he awaits 

death, his dreams paint an equal parts melancholic and joyous mosaic of the 
man’s life, through which his deepest, most poignant life secrets are revealed.

 

HANNAH ARENDT
2012. Germany. Dir: Margarethe von Trotta. With Barbara Sukowa. 113 min.
Friday, September 27. 8 p.m. Free.

Friday’s screening of “Hannah Arendt” is one 
of the unique Wesleyan experiences you cannot 
find anywhere else. Not only is the movie a fan-
tastic portrayal of the important political theorist, 
along with being a commentary of the nature of 
good and evil, but we will also have two amazing 
speakers to support and continue the conversa-
tion. Leo Lensing (Professor of German and Film 
Studies) will be introducing the film and Pam 
Katz P’16, who is no less than the film’s co-screen-
writer, will be running a Q&A after the film. 
Come if you love film, come if you love German 
history, come if you love powerful female figures, 
and come if you simply want a unique and important intellectual experience.

 

RASHOMON
1950. Japan. Dir: Akira Kurosawa. With Toshirô Mifune, Machiko Kyô. 88 
min.

Saturday, September 28. 8 p.m. Free.

From legendary Japanese director Akira 
Kurosawa comes this disquietingly brilliant piece 
of filmmaking. In the aftermath of a brutal rape 
and murder, three witnesses go before the courts—
a bandit, the victim’s wife, the victim himself (via 
medium)—to offer differing accounts of what 
happened that fateful day. As each account is re-
vealed to be contradictory to the next, a wood-
cutter also presents an account outside the trial, 
further complicating the audiences search for 
objective truth. “Rashomon” remains a poignant 
testament to the subjectivity of human experience 

and the elusiveness of truth in response to trauma. As a special treat, the direc-
tor of the Academy of the Film Archive, Michael Pogorzelski, will come and 
discuss the film’s restoration to conclude yet another great week at the Series.

The Cine-Files

much as it was a half-hearted attempt 
to properly motivate characters.

Clocking in at two hours and 
twenty-six minutes, “Prisoners” is a 
long and harrowing journey, but by 
the end it seems that it was not worth 
the trouble. It aspires to be a morally 
complex “Silence of the Lambs” but 
ends up being more like a “Law and 
Order” episode, with the same old, 
tired, and unbelievable plot devices.

Hugh Jackman’s performance 
in “Prisoners” was generic and 
lackluster.  

C/O WWW.IMPAWARDS.COM

C/O OPENCULTURE.COM

C/O WIKIPEDIA.COM

C/O IMDB.COM

 C/O GOCOMICS.TYPEPAD.COM

C/O FACTMAG.COM
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faces around the perimeter. The energy 
in the room was palpable. Competing 
poet Emily Weitzman ’14 commented 
on her surprising comfort in sharing a 
particularly personal piece because of 
the audience’s attitude.

“I felt very supported by the room 
and the environment there,” Weitzman 
said. “I felt a relief; it felt cathartic to 
share that poem with the audience, es-
pecially because it was so new to even 
me. It didn’t feel like I was perform-
ing something; it felt like I was sharing 
something and really being vulnerable, 
just expressing this poem and express-
ing my thoughts to the audience.”

While the performers may not 
have been as seasoned as they would 
typically be in a slam, onlookers were 
enticed by the new voices.

“I thought everyone put up stuff 
that they really believe in, which was 
cool to see because it doesn’t always 
happen, and it was also great to see a 
lot of new faces,” Reitman said.

Weitzman agreed that having new 
voices on stage made the night even 
more special.

“It was really cool to see a lot of 
younger poets, a lot of inexperienced 
poets, many people who that was 
maybe their first time up there on that 

Poetry: First Slam Features 
Many New Voices, Listeners 

stage and they should really be proud 
of themselves for having the guts to go 
and try it out in the first slam of the 
year,” Weitzman said.

With all this craziness happening, 
WeSlam also brought a professional 
poet to feature, the killer Megan Falley. 
She talked about how she comes to 
every slam with a “standard set” and a 
“safe set” and thanked the audience for 
making her feel safe. Her awe-inspiring 
poetry made the difference in sets crys-
tal clear. Falley performed a wide range 
of poetry that cleverly intertwined the 
comic and the serious, while the power 
of her writing and voice came through 
magnificently.

“I was excited that she [Falley] 
could come, and she brings a really 
positive energy,” Weitzman said. “She 
has a lot to say, and I think she does the 
spectrum well: she has funny poems 
and serious poems. She’s really will-
ing to share a lot about herself which 
is definitely an inspiration for people 
who are looking to do poetry but may 
be nervous about getting up there and 
sharing their life in front of an audi-
ence of strangers.”

Others also felt this dynamic 
shared energy between the crowd and 
Falley.

“I liked the fact that the feature 
poet loved Wesleyan, liked the vibe 

of Wesleyan so much,” said com-
peting poet Torii Johnson ’17. “I 
just enjoy the fact that everyone 
gets into it, and it’s also a point of 
conversation outside the slam, and 
everyone’s so excited for everyone 
else.” 

Ultimately, only three poets 
could qualify, with 4th place being 
entered into a lottery to compete 
in finals. Hazem Fahmy ’17 earned 
the lottery spot, while Chando 
Mapoma ’16, Rick Manayan ’17, 
and Weitzman qualified. Weitzman 
earned the title of Slam Champion.

With one slam ending, my 
thoughts are already racing to 
the next big WeSlam event. Anis 
Mojgani, a two-time national po-
etry slam champion  known for his 
electrifying energy and mesmeriz-
ing words, who headlined WeSlam’s 
first ever slam event, is returning to 
the chapel to perform on October 
11th at 8 p.m.

“There’s still a lot of people 
sort of waiting in line to get into 
prelims and going for the team,” 
said the somewhat giddy Reitman. 
“I know that there are a lot of poets 
coming back from previous years. I 
know there are a bunch of freshmen 
who want to get in on this. I’m re-
ally just excited to see who goes.”

Drake Keeps 
Nothing The Same

By Hazem Fahmy
Contributing Writer

After the pretentious disaster of 
inaccuracy that is “Started From the 
Bottom,” I was feeling highly pes-
simistic about Drake’s new album, 
Nothing Was the Same. I have been 
a massive Drake fan since the very 
first song I heard of his: “Miss Me” 
from his debut album, Thank Me 
Later. Despite the mass popular-
ity of his second studio album, Take 
Care, I was personally disappointed. 
While it made me begin to question 
my all-consuming love for the rapper, 
Nothing Was the Same has brought 
the faith firmly back.

What struck me the most about 
Drake as a rapper when I began lis-
tening to Thank Me Later was the 
sheer emotion he conveyed. In an 
industry dominated by fame-and-
fortune-obsessed maniacs all claiming 
to be artists and trying desperately to 
prove that they have more of every-
thing than anyone ese, Drake was an 
incredible breath of fresh air. Here was 
a rapper hitting the mainstream that 
actually had the audacity to go into 
personal issues rather than exploit the 
cliché track of obnoxious bragging.

However, not long after the re-
lease of Thank Me Later, it seemed as 
though Drake could no longer be dis-
tinguished from your average rapper 
on the market. While Take Care defi-
nitely had some fantastic tracks that 
few other rappers would even bother 
to pull off, it was also laden with an 
overwhelming amount of downright 
bragging. The essential source of 
Nothing Was the Same’s beauty is the 
way in which Drake seems to have fi-
nally balanced the two.

There is definitely no short-
age of the usual kind of bragging on 
the album. However, it is more than 

equally balanced by tracks that speak 
of struggles and raw emotion. A track 
like “The Language,” talking about 
“bank account statements [that] just 
look like I’m ready for early retire-
ment” and “smoking and fucking,” is 
immediately preceded by a track like 
“Connect,” speaking of an ex wanting 
to “run over my feelings like she drink-
ing and driving in an 18 wheeler.”

While Take Care had a similar 
kind of diversity, Nothing Was the 
Same trumps it in this regard with the 
way that even its “bragging” tracks 
have interesting underlying themes, 
such as the intro of “Pound Cake,” 
which talks about the difference be-
tween the industry in the old days and 
now.

In the case of the beats, with the 
exception of the single “Started From 
the Bottom,” there are no tracks that 
feel generic or blend into the rest of 
the hip hop scene. If you don’t care 
about the lyrical quality of the album, 
which would mean missing out on a 
great deal, then the uniqueness of the 
beats should be sufficient enough to 
give the album a chance. This unique-
ness is only enhanced by Drake’s con-
sistently unique and unparalleled way 
of ingraining singing with his rapping, 
which comes out beautifully in tracks 
like “Own It” and “Furthest Thing.” 
He takes it to another level this time 
with a purely R&B track, “Hold On, 
We’re Going Home,” one of the lead 
singles, although one without any mix 
of his usual rapping.

Overall, Nothing Was the Same 
is simply a delight. While not exactly 
ground-breaking or game-changing, 
it signifies Drake’s return to breaking 
conventions. With the exception of 
the horrendously obnoxious “Started 
From the Bottom,” the album is a 
musical and lyrical achievement that 
more rappers should be looking up to.

C/O STEREOGUM.COM

Despite its cartoonish and creepy album cover, Nothing Was The 
Same shows Drake in a more mature light as compared to other hip 
hop artists. 

Korean Student Association Presents 

Korean Late Night

Sunday, September 29
10P.M. - 12A.M.

Woodhead Lounge
Be sure to bring your friends and an empty 
stomach to choose from a variety of items 

on our affordable menu!

The Wesleyan chapter of the American 
Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) 
is holding an informational session.

When: Tuesday, September 24 at 6 p.m. 
Where: Usdan 110

We will be discussing national and local civil liberty issues, signing up 

members for the CT chapter, and discussing future campus events.

If you can’t make it to the meeting but are interested in 
WesACLU, please e-mail dertas@wesleyan.edu.

The Argus Magazine, Wesleyan's creative non-fiction literary magazine, is 
now accepting submissions and submission proposals. We are looking for 
long-form journalism, critical essays, and non-fiction pieces. We are also 

looking for artists, photographers, and graphic designers to work with us on 
production and design.

The deadline for proposals is October 1.

We will be holding an informational meeting on Wednesday, September 25, 
at 4:30 p.m. in PAC 107.

Please send proposals and questions to: argusmagazine@gmail.com
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By Hilary Brumberg
Contributing Writer

After about a month of Bon 
Appétit’s cooking, I really miss 
home-cooked meals. So, on Friday, 
a few friends and I took it upon 
ourselves to cook a Shabbat din-
ner for about sixty members of the 
Wesleyan Jewish community. In ad-
dition to salad, a very interpretive 
zucchini quiche, and vegetable la-
sagna, the menu featured chocolate 
pie, blueberry pie, and apple crisp.

In my opinion, the pie versus 
cake debate is no contest: pie always 
takes the cake. While I have yet to 
meet a pie I haven’t liked—and trust 
me, I’ve eaten and baked a wide vari-
ety of flavors—the classic blueberry 
and apple pies always hit the spot 
and satisfy a home-baked pie crav-
ing.

As the leaves start to change 
color, my blood no longer boils in 
my un-air-conditioned dorm, and 
all of my classes are offering their 
first rounds of tests (the three most 
quintessential attributes of fall), ap-
ple pie is especially appropriate.

Foolproof Blueberry Pie
(Adapted from “Pie it Forward”)

1. Preheat oven to 350 degrees.
2. In a large bowl, combine blueber-
ries, lemon juice and zest, vanilla ex-
tract, cinnamon, nutmeg, sugar, and 
salt.
3. Line the bottom of a pie dish with 
one piecrust, and then pour blueber-
ry filling into the crust.
4. Sprinkle butter cubes over filling, 
and then cover with second piecrust. 
Fold the edges of the two crusts to-
gether and pinch to seal.
5. With a knife or cookie cutter, 
make small incisions in the upper 
crust for ventilation.
6. Brush upper crust with egg.
7. Bake for about 30 minutes, or un-
til crust is golden brown and bubbly.
8. Serve warm with vanilla bean ice 
cream.

Classic, Foolproof 
Cooking for Fall

Foolproof Apple Crisp

1. Preheat oven to 375 degrees.
2. In a large bowl, combine apples, 
cinnamon, nutmeg, vanilla extract, 
lemon juice and zest, and brown 
sugar. Pour into a 9-by-9-inch cas-
serole dish.
3. Sprinkle butter cubes and oats 
over apples and distribute evenly.
4. Break sugar cookie dough into 
little clumps and spread over filling. 
Press and smear the dough into a 
lumpy blanket over the apples. Dust 
with cinnamon.
5. Bake for about 50 minutes, or 
until the topping is golden brown 
and the apples are soft.
6. Serve warm with vanilla bean ice 
cream.

Food Fight: Perspectives on 
The Failed NYC Soda Ban

The recent New York City 
sugary-drink ban has elicited con-
troversy within the city limits and 
beyond. This measure would ban 
the sale of sugary drinks (with ex-
ceptions) in containers larger than 
16 ounces at food service locations 
regulated by the New York City 
health department. These locations 
exclude grocery stores and conve-
nience stores. Bloomberg lost the 
case for the ban twice in New York 
courts, and the New York Court of 
Appeals struck down the ban this 
past July.

A Sheep In Wolf ’s Clothing
by Jess Zalph

Food Editor

Of course, the phrase “it’s for 
your own good,” doesn’t strike a pos-
itive chord (I have heard criticisms 
of the proposed soda ban that range 
from nanny state to Orwellian.) Of 
course, soda, like most other things, 
will not destroy you as long as it is 
consumed responsibly and in rea-
sonable portions. Of course nobody 
wants to feel that their freedom is 
being taken away from them.

What people do not seem to 
understand, however, is that the 
so-called ban is not unprecedented, 
and it is much more of a tax than a 
ban. As it is, one of the primary mo-
tivations for the tax on tobacco is 
“the interest of public health,” and 
this receives much less outcry.

The NYC law, should it be 
passed, would not prevent people 
from buying as much soda as they 
want, but rather make it more in-
convenient and a little more expen-
sive. If you are going to a movie and 
think you will only enjoy it with 32 
ounces of soda to keep you com-
pany, then by all means go ahead 
and buy two 16 ounce cups. As it is, 
a 16 ouncce cup of Coca-Cola has 
approximately 52 grams of sugar, or 
about 13 sugar cubes.

Speaking more generally, a 
decrease in size of sugary drinks 
offered might change the national 
perception of what is considered 
a normal size for unhealthy food. 
Soda companies and many fast food 

companies have embraced the advertis-
ing pitch that “bigger is better,” and 
this advertising has taught many people 
that what they truly want is unhealthy 
food in unhealthy sizes. Portion size in 
the United States has grown dramati-
cally in recent decades, and it is one of 
the central causes of the rising rates of 
diabetes and obesity. Like many other 
taxes and regulations, the soda ban is 
simply a way of combating the influ-
ences of companies that have a stake in 
selling larger drinks.

Morally Opposed
by Andrew Ribner

Food Editor

I hate soda. I’ve always hated soda, 
and I have no intentions to drink it in 
any size. That said, I can’t stand by the 
sugary-drinks ban proposed by Mayor 
Bloomberg.

Consuming unnecessary calo-
ries is a bad idea. Got it. However, it’s 
not for anyone else to say what I can 
and can’t consume. I’m all for the idea 
that we should promote education on 
healthy consumption (i.e. don’t drink 
a lot of soda), but I can’t stand by the 
idea that someone should declare some 
foods as unlawful to purchase.

The proposed law risks tumbling 
down a slippery slope: 16 ounces of 
Coca-Cola contains roughly 52 grams 
of sugar, but two cookies from most 
New York City bakeries have more 
than that, and a single cupcake has 
within a few grams. If we are trying to 
limit sugar intake, it may make more 
sense to limit the amount a given per-
son can buy from a bakery. Sure, we 
are psychologically likely to drink more 
soda if there is more in front of us, but 
a soda addiction also means we’ll drink 
it more often.

There are far better alternatives 
to limiting sugar intake that do not 
require legislation that limits freedom. 
In following with the smoking anal-
ogy, the city could impose an increased 
tax on sugary drinks. Additionally, the 
city may integrate healthy eating more 
effectively in schooling at an early age 
(it would probably be a good idea 
anyway). Regardless, the government 
should not be able to limit the choices 
of its citizens.

Right Idea, Poor Execution
By Erica DeMichiel

Contributing Writer

When the New York City Board of 
Health voted in favor of a size limit on 
sugary beverages last September, many 
Americans rejected the seeming infringe-
ment on freedom. And yes, the right to 
choose is essential to our society’s founda-
tion. As a nation, we take advantage of the 
liberties afforded to us. But in the midst 
of preserving our independence, we must 
remember that we should not merely be 
choosing. We should be choosing wisely.

According to the Center for Disease 
Control (CDC), over 35 percent of 
American adults are considered obese. 
Obesity is known to cause additional 
complications like heart disease and high 
blood pressure, which inevitably lead to 
rising health care expenses. The CDC 
even reported that the approximate cost 
of caring for obesity per year was almost 
$147 billion as of 2008. And at the rate 
we’re going, these damages are sure to es-
calate in years to come.

Though Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg’s ban was deemed unconstitu-
tional, his rationale had the people’s best 
interests at heart. But, however well in-
tentioned, his legislation is flawed. While 
his plan would succeed in raising aware-
ness of a public health crisis, it would 
not cover all sugary drinks in large sizes. 
Among those exempt are lattes and diet 
sodas.

Instead of restricted access to un-
healthy products, what Americans really 
need is increased access to healthy ones. 
Eating local, organic foods can be ex-
pensive, but buying a two-liter bottle of 
soda hardly breaks the bank. The issue is 
a two-way street and should be viewed 
from both perspectives.

Bloomberg and the Board of Health 
had the beginnings of a good policy, but 
its execution fell flat. Americans are stub-
born, so imposing limitations might not 
be the most effective way to enact legisla-
tion.

What we truly need is education re-
garding the amount of sugar and number 
of calories in each size of drink. But if we 
intend to begin reversing the effects of 
obesity, the challenge would be to make 
the healthy options more affordable than 
the unhealthy ones.HILARY BRUMBERG/CONTRIBUTING PHOTOGRAPHER

A ban struck down in courts would have eliminated the sale of large sugary drinks from New York City 
food service establishments.

KATHY LEE/ASSISTANT PHOTO EDITOR

INGREDIENTS
FOR APPLE CRISP

2 PACKAGES OF PREMADE 
SUGAR COOKIE DOUGH
1/2 CUP ROLLED OATS

10 LARGE APPLES, THINLY 
SLICED OR CHOPPED

1 TSP. (PLUS A PINCH) CIN-
NAMON

1/2 TSP. NUTMEG
1 TBSP. VANILLA EXTRACT

1 LEMON, JUICED AND 
ZESTED

1 CUP BROWN SUGAR
1/4 TSP. SALT

2 TBSP. BUTTER, CUT IN 
SMALL CUBES

INGREDIENTS
FOR BLUEBERRY PIE

1 BOX PREMADE PIE CRUST
3 PINTS BLUEBERRIES

1 LEMON, JUICED AND ZESTED
1 TBSP. VANILLA EXTRACT

1/2 TSP. CINNAMON
1/2 TSP. NUTMEG

1 CUP SUGAR
1/4 TSP. SALT

2 TBSP. BUTTER, CUT IN SMALL 
CUBES
1 EGG
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By Eden Jablon
Contributing Writer

As part of the East Asian Studies class 
“From Tea to Connecticut Rolls: Defining 
Japanese Culture Through Food,” I spent 
last weekend at the Dai Bosatsu Zendo 
monastery in Livingston Manor, New 
York. I learned about the meditation, 
chanting, and formal eating rituals spe-
cific to Zen Buddhism. As interesting as I 
find meditation and chanting, I’ll confess 
you won’t see me perched on Foss reciting 
the Heart Sutra any time soon. The eating 
practices, on the other hand, have benefit-
ted me in a more enduring way. When I 
sat down with my pasta wih vodka sauce 
from Pastabilities on Sunday night, I real-
ized that the formal Zen eating practices 
didn’t only apply to rice gruel eaten in a 
monastery dining room; they could en-
rich my Wesleyan eating experience too.

Oryoki is a meditative dining prac-
tice that comes from Japan. At the mon-
astery it is referred to simply as “jihatsu,” 
which refers to the three-bowl set Oryoki 

Oryoki in Usdan: Finding Peace In Dining Chaos

By Erica DeMichiel
Contributing Writer

As an adventurous eater, 
I appreciate foods of all na-
tions and cultures. From the 
exquisite decadence of French 
cuisine to the simple, clean fla-
vors of Japanese food, there are 
few things I would be reluctant 
to taste. I admire the devotion 
of a chef who is always looking 
for that perfect balance of ingre-
dients to make the palate sing 
with pleasure. Gazing at the ed-
ible masterpiece in front of me, 
I acknowledge the hard work 
that sent the dish into my eager 
hands. Once I clear my plate, 
hunger is the farthest thing from 
my mind.

I have great respect for the 
food presented to me, but I ap-
preciate it even more when it’s 
not there.

On Yom Kippur, the Jewish 
Day of Atonement, it is custom-
ary for those of the Jewish faith 
to participate in a daylong fast 
during which neither food nor 
drink may be consumed.

“Ideally, the fast isn’t dis-
cipline for bad behavior,” 
said Director of Religious and 
Spiritual Life and University 
Jewish Chaplain Rabbi David 
Leipziger Teva. “It’s not self-
flagellation. It’s about becoming 
more aware of what you have and 
developing a healthier relation-
ship with food.”

During Yom Kippur, I am 
reminded that my decision to go 
25 hours without food might not 
be a matter of choice for others. 
Just walk into any college cafete-
ria in the country, and the abun-
dance of options makes it hard 
to imagine anyone going hungry. 
But the reality is that not all peo-
ple have ready access to food. For 
some, nourishment doesn’t come 
as easily as the swipe of a card at 
Usdan. The holiday ensures that 
we remain aware of this sobering 
fact.

“Yom Kippur helps us re-
connect with Jewish values like 
feeding the hungry and helping 
those who are more vulnerable,” 
Teva said. “The fast has to have 
a dimension, and what God ul-

Breaking The Fast:
Yom Kippur And Its 
Global Implications

By Jess Zalph
Food Editor

Summerfields, known colloqui-
ally as Summies, has updated its dining 
experience for the 2013-2014 school 
year. The changes have received a mixed 
reception, although many patrons ac-
knowledge that it may be too early to 
form a complete opinion on the new 
and altered options.

Regardless of reception, what is 
clear is that the changes are well-inten-
tioned and serve to simplify (and hope-
fully speed up) the ordering process. 
Summerfields serves approximately 
250-300 lunches and 400-500 din-
ners a day, staffed by only four cooks, 
three students, and a manager, so keep-
ing operations simple and quick is key. 
Summerfields Operation Manager 
Joseph Callaghan succinctly summed up 
his intentions in the menu alterations, 
saying that in addition to increasing 
organization, he wants to keep things 
healthy and interesting.

The biggest change to the menu 
is the addition of Pho, or Vietnamese 
rice noodle soup. This option allows 
you to choose between four different 
proteins and two types of broth. The 
addition partially confirmed the rumors 
that circulated in the Wesleyan com-
munity last spring and over the summer 
that Summerfields would be adopting a 
more Asian-style cuisine. However, the 
Taqueria, this location’s signature style 
from last year, remains largely intact.

Summerfields Expands Dining 
Options, Increases Efficiency

Summerfields released a new menu this semester that includes milkshakes and Pho soup.
MARIA GONZALEZ/STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

timately wants is for us to feed and 
clothe those who don’t have food.”

Unfortunately, we still have a 
long way to go before the issue of 
food access is resolved. According to 
Feeding America, a national organi-
zation dedicated to fighting hunger, 
50.1 million Americans were liv-
ing in food insecure households as 
of 2011. Within this demographic, 
16.7 million were under the age of 
18 at the time the data was collected. 
The fact that one in six Americans is 
in danger of starvation means that 
the issue is more widespread than 
one might realize.

Even in Middletown, the local 
food pantry, Amazing Grace, is in 
a so-called “red alert.” This means 
the number of donations that the 
organization is currently receiving 
cannot adequately support the nu-
tritional demands of those in need 
nearby.

That’s exactly the issue that 
many community partnership 
groups at the University are at-
tempting to tackle. The Food 
Rescue Program, Long Lane Farm, 
and Challah for Hunger are just a 
few organizations on campus that 
work to combat local hunger.

In the case of the Food Rescue 
Program, student volunteers bring 
leftover food from Pi Café, Usdan, 
and Summerfields to the Middlesex 
County Eddy Shelter in shifts every 
day of the week. The program is also 
seeking the involvement of restau-
rants and bakeries in the communi-
ty, which could lead to the develop-
ment of similar programs that serve 
the needs of other local shelters.

“Food insecurity is a press-
ing issue for individuals just a few 
blocks from our main campus,” said 
Food Rescue Coordinator Catherine 
Marquez ’16. “With the surplus 
of food on campus, it is easy to be 
unaware of this. In order to affect 
change regarding hunger in our 
community, we have to be aware 
that it exists.”

Though Yom Kippur gives 
Jews a chance to think about hun-
ger, some of the meanings behind 
the holiday are very secular in na-
ture. The ultimate goal is for people 
to be conscious of the food avail-
able to them, and to look out for 
those who might not have the same 
privilege.

The Pho can be characterized 
as a work in progress. After receiving 
feedback from students during the first 
weeks of school, the chefs worked to 
make the dish seem more authentic. 
Many students remain wary of change, 
however.

“Not yet,” said Bruno Machiavelo 
’16 when asked if he had yet tried the 
Pho. “I’m scared.”

The burger section of the menu was 
also reorganized. It now offers three burg-
er bases and lets students choose among 
four cheese toppings for their burgers. It 
also offers an expanded list of other top-
pings, including goat cheese, fried egg, 
and horseradish. These are added to a 
list that already included bacon, mush-
rooms, avocado, onions, and roasted 
peppers. However, these additional top-
pings can now only be ordered according 
to the menu’s preset combinations.

Other changes to Summerfields 
dining include an updated list of salads 
and a new machine that makes milk-
shakes for a charge of three points. The 
prices of many individual items have 
also been changed, and are now general-
ly more expensive. However, the option 
of ordering a “bundled” meal, including 
an entrée and a beverage during lunch, 
and an entrée, beverage, side, drink, 
and dessert during dinner, remains un-
changed in price, meaning that bundles 
are a comparatively better deal than they 
were last year. However, the inclusion of 
a side dish for lunch bundles has been 
eliminated.

The final structural change to 
Summerfields was a streamlining of the 
text-in order system run by Zingle. The 
new text-in menu can be found near the 
Summerfields register, and it outlines 11 
text-in order options. This new system 
makes things simpler for both the cus-
tomer and the chefs, but it has received 
some backlash due to the decreased 
amount of flexibility with this system.

Callaghan explained why this al-
teration was necessary.

“You would have people texting us 
a paragraph and it became unmanage-
able,” he said. “[The new system] is sim-
pler for us, and simpler for you.”

Lily Herman ’16 dines at 
Summerfields regularly, at least three—
but sometimes as many as seven—times 
a week.

“People are up in arms about stuff 
being taken off the menu,” Herman said.

She added that these changes will 
not discourage her from continuing to 
frequent the dining hall.

Machiavelo, another regular pa-
tron, has similar feelings about the 
Summerfields changes.

“The changes seem unnecessary, 
[but] I’m still obsessed,” he said.

In spite of complaints, students 
still flock to Summerfields.

“That’s just what people do,” 
Herman said. “Everybody is always 
going to hate something about every-
where.... It’s all about the culture of 
Summerfields.”

requires. I had the opportunity to eat ji-
hatsu three times while at the monastery.

The first thing to note is that an 
Oryoki meal is conducted in complete 
silence. It’s not the same silence that exists 
when you scarf down a nutella sandwich 
while watching Breaking Bad; it’s a fo-
cused and intentional silence that requires 
deliberate attention to both your food and 
your dining partners. I am still very much 
in favor of mealtime conversation, but the 
practice made me realize how often I find 
myself talking simply for the sake of talk-
ing, rather than out of a strong desire or 
need to communicate some vital piece of 
information. I also know I’m not the only 
person who, while absorbed in a conversa-
tion, fails to notice when I’m is full.

The meal must be conducted in 
silence in order to maintain a careful or-
chestration. The diners enter the zendo, 
or meditation room, before the meal. 
Every step is planned, from entering the 
dining room to unwrapping the three 
jihatsu bowls. Each person sits directly 
across from a dining partner with whom 

ze moves through the successive dishes 
along the table.

There are three reasons it is impor-
tant to be aware of your dining partner 
and tablemates at all times. First, each 
pair must monitor the progress of dishes, 
so they can act in unison. Second, each 
person is supposed to strive to match the 
consumption pace of the other members 
of the table. Finally, no one may eat until 
everyone has been served.

The smooth process struck me as 
remarkably different from my own meals 
at Wesleyan. I  particularly liked that, 
though there was little time to eat (sounds 
familiar, doesn’t it?), the whole table still 
waited to eat together. In college, every-
one’s schedules can be radically different. 
We’ve all sat down just as our friends 
are finishing up meals and have all been 
joined by someone just as we’re about to 
leave. While jihatsu meals are eaten quick-
ly, in this process, it is more important to 
eat together than to have more time to eat.

At the end of the meal the bowls 
are cleaned with tea. One side of the 

table is responsible 
for filling their own 
largest bowl and the 
largest bowl of their 
partners. The other 
bowls and chopsticks 
are systematically 
washed (I’ll spare 
you the details), un-
til the tea is again 
in the largest bowl. 
Each person then 
drinks their tea from 
the bowl, so that the 
plates are left clean. 
There is nowhere 
to put trash: jihatsu 
requires each person to take only what 
they can eat. Jihatsu made me realize how 
important it is to be mindful of the food 
I take, and the quantity; something I’m 
often reminded of when I find myself 
wanting to toss the last of my meal in the 
garbage or compost.

From my weekend at the monas-
tery, I did not only learn how to eat in the 

Oryoki manner, but I also realized that it 
can be important to pay attention to your 
tablemates’ eating and to the food itself, 
not just the conversation. Though time to 
eat is frequently short, I’m trying to do my 
best to wait for my friends before I begin 
eating. And as much as I may regret taking 
that weird tofu dish, I now want to do my 
best to follow through with my choices.

C/O WWW.MONDOZEN.ORG

The Dai Bosatsu Zendo monastery in Livingston 
Manor, New York.
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Shelter in The Sukkah: Sacred Space Provides 
Temporary Comfort for Passersby, Welcomes All

By Jenny Davis
Staff Writer

In 2009, Rabbi David Leipziger 
Teva, Director of Religious and 
Spiritual Life and University Jewish 
Chaplain, chaired a committee of 
Jewish leaders that proposed an un-
usual challenge to the 15 students of 
Architecture II. That task was to con-
struct “WesSukkah,” a sacred space 
symbolic of the temporary living struc-
tures of the wandering Israelites’ dur-
ing the 40-year journey following their 
Exodus from Egypt.

This past Friday, four years after 
that project’s successful completion, 
Teva arrived in WesSukkah in the late 
morning. He was the second person 
to enter the bamboo hut in my eight-
hour stakeout; he was preceded only by 
his lunch date, Michael Creager ’15, 
who was to lead that night’s Shabbat 
services held in the sukkah. Temples 
often hire Creager to conduct services 
and teach spiritual Judaism, but to-
night, he said, was unlike the others.

“I’m doing it for free because 
I’m a student here, and I like people,” 
Creager said.

After Creager and Teva’s meeting, 
which took place at one far end of the 
folding table inside, Teva slid his bag 
down the table to where I was sitting, 
reading my psychology textbook and 
pretending not to eavesdrop.

I asked Teva what it felt like to 
walk into the sukkah.

“I love seeing people in here,” 
Teva said. “That was the point of it. It 
doesn’t belong to the Jewish commu-
nity. I want to see people in here study-
ing, reading, and hanging out.”

Teva also emphasized the impor-
tance of WesSukkah’s accessibility to all 
members of the community.

“Is it secular?” he asked. “Both yes 
and no. It’s possible to come in here, 
know what a sukkah is, and think, 
‘This is not a sukkah!’ It’s possible to 
walk in here not knowing what a suk-
kah is and just enjoy the space. And it’s 
possible that someone would walk here 
knowing what a sukkah is and say, ‘Of 
course this is a sukkah!’ If it gives you 
comfort or a place to rest your weary 
legs or a place to be protected in na-
ture, it’s fulfilling its function as a suk-
kah.”

In its first years, WesSukkah was 
perched on Foss Hill; it later moved to 
the Center for the Arts (CFA) before 
finding its most recent home in front 
of Olin Memorial Library.

“It was moved here based on a 
request,” Teva said. “We gave up the 
quiet of the CFA for a more high-traf-
fic area.”

Although the area of Olin un-
deniably has higher traffic than the 
CFA—through the slits of the sukkah 
I watched people wander in and out 
of the library and lounge on its grassy 
lawn—only a handful of students actu-
ally entered the structure throughout 
my stakeout (from 10 a.m. until 6 p.m. 
on Friday).

At around noon, Avi Stein ’17 
walked in with headphones and opened 
a textbook. I struggled over whether 
or not to disturb him, but eventually 
asked him why he’d come in.

“It’s a really nice day,” he said. “It 
was shady in here, and I have reading 
to do.”

Stein also explained that he had 

gone to the Vespers prayer service and 
learned that the sukkah would be up 
for a week; he decided to take advan-
tage of its impermanence.

The booklet attached to one of 
the sukkah’s entrances explains that it 
“should be an ephemeral temporary 
structure as opposed to a permanent 
building: ‘invitational permeability.’” 
It also points out that “[WesSukkah’s] 
impermanence might encourage some-
one to contemplate one’s existence and 
mortality.”

The afternoon dragged on with-
out much activity. The sun was hot, 
and I changed locations about three 
times, migrating from the table to the 
grass and again to the table in order to 
avoid the sun’s glare. My laptop slowly 
ran out of battery, and I abandoned 
Internet-based homework in favor of 
reading. My mouth grew dry, but I was 
determined to stay put—I had, after 
all, been encouraged to contemplate 
my mortality.

At about 2:45 p.m., two students 
walked in tentatively. I asked one of 
the students, Sora Akiyoshi ’14, what 
had brought her to enter the structure.

“I’ve seen it a lot, just walking by, 
and I wanted to go through,” Akiyoshi 
said.

Fifteen minutes after they’d left, 
an older woman walked in slowly, as 
though in a trance.

“I’m just feeling it,” she whis-
pered, running a hand along a stick 
of bamboo that makes up the sukkah’s 
walls.

At 3:30 p.m., a student came into 
the sukkah and took out her textbook. 
Again, I debated whether or not to 
bother her, and when I did, I found 

out that she was an exchange student 
from France. We conversed; my French 
was rusty, but there was no mistaking 
her enthusiasm.

“C’est très bien fait,” she said. 
“It’s very well done.”

The longest-lasting sukkah visi-
tor was Armani White ’15, who came 
into the sukkah at 3:50 p.m. and left at 
about 5 p.m., leaving only once for a 
beverage break.

“Anyone can be in here, right?” 
White asked upon entering.

I confirmed and asked him why 
he’d decided to come in.

“It’s a nice day out,” he said, 
sounding like Stein. “There’s shade and 
tables. They should keep it up. But I 
guess it’ll get cold soon.”

As White was leaving, Siri 
McGuire ’17 entered. On her way 
to the Patricelli Center for Social 
Entrepreneurship, in Allbritton, she’d 

decided to stop by WesSukkah to see 
what it was like. As the sun began to 
descend, we talked about her long-
term goal of operating a ranch for 
people at risk—those recently released 
from prison, teens with eating disor-
ders, or people with mental illnesses. 
Then McGuire left, and the sukkah 
was again empty.

The Friday night service prepa-
rations were underway by 5:45 p.m. 
Teva had returned, and there was a 
new, serious, imminence: Shabbat was 
approaching. Teva was shocked that I 
had not left since seeing him early that 
afternoon.

“Right here? All day?” he asked.
Finally leaving the sukkah felt 

vaguely liberating—I could drink some 
water! I could change my clothes!—
but it was also a bit like being born: the 
outside world has its perks, surely, but 
little feels quite as comforting as a hut 

This year, the sukkah has been built in front of Olin Library.
TRISHA ARORA/PHOTO EDITOR

Long Lane: Suicide, “Appalling Conditions” in 
School’s Plagued Final Years Led to Closure

Continued from front page

go down there and pick the strawber-
ries that remained, [but] after, the 
school changed…. It became a boys’ 
school.”

Although it would be hard to 
say that the school was idyllic before 
the advent of coeducation—it was, 
after all, a detention facility meant to 
cure or at least isolate “delinquent” 
children—accounts of the school af-
ter the early 1970s make it clear that 
Long Lane became more prison-like, 
and its early high standards were de-
teriorating quickly.

Davies also quotes Mitchell, a 
young man sent to Long Lane School, 
currently a Middletown resident.

“That was not a school; it was 
a warehouse for kids,” Davies quotes 
Mitchell as saying.

The decline of Long Lane from 
an institution with high hopes of 
providing a home away from home 
for troubled girls to a catch-all facil-
ity for kids with as diverse problems 
as pregnancy to larceny charges was 
well noted in the local and state press. 
News reports of runaways from Long 
Lane abound after the 1970s, and the 
fate of the property and the school 
became a subject of heated debate by 
the late 1990s.

By that point, the school was a 
shadow of its former self. Buildings 
were decrepit and ridden with asbes-
tos. Parts of the property designated 

for likely runaways were fenced in. 
Buildings equivalent to solitary con-
finement units had been put into use.

And, perhaps most impor-
tantly, the old reform ethic seems to 
have been virtually abandoned. Staff 
members were repeatedly accused of 
abuse and neglect. It is unclear, how-
ever, if there were more instances of 
these offenses or simply more reports 
of them.

The September 1998 suicide of 
15-year-old Tabatha B. brought these 
issues to the fore. A Child Fatality 
Review Panel report from the Office 
of Governmental Accountability in 
late 1998 recounts in harsh and pub-
lic detail the extent to which Tabatha’s 
death could have been prevented by 
an institution better equipped than 
Long Lane to deal with her mental 
health. Based on the report, it seems 
shocking  that Long Lane was not 
shut down long before 2003.

Noting that Long Lane School 
operated as a Department of 
Children and Families (DCF) cor-
rectional facility without oversight, 
accreditation, or licensing, the report 
goes on to discuss the seeming futil-
ity of reporting the many alleged acts 
of abuse at the facility.

“Reports of abuse and neglect 
against children by staff and agency 
police officers are investigated by 
DCF Hotline, another branch of the 
same agency, without independent 
oversight of those investigations,” the 
report reads.

This messy bureaucracy, as in-
timated by the writers of the report, 

was compounded by the dysfunction-
al nature of the juvenile detention 
system and Long Lane School itself.

“After a long series of failed 
placements in foster homes, shelters, 
and a residential facility, Tabatha was 
ultimately placed in Connecticut’s 
only juvenile correctional facility, an 
institution that is overcrowded, lacks 
resources, is understaffed and does 
not provide the therapeutic milieu 
necessary to treat a diverse popula-
tion of emotionally disturbed chil-
dren,” the report continues.

The report ends by making 
clear that signs of Tabatha’s suicidal 
tendencies were apparent for years 
before she succeeded (she had first at-
tempted to end her life when she was 
five), but the various state agencies 
tasked with caring for her, including 
Long Lane, failed to notice them or 
take appropriate action in response.

Tabatha was found hanging in 
her room at Long Lane School on 
Sept. 26, 1998. She died two days 
later.

“State Child Advocate Linda 
Pearce Prestley called conditions 
there ‘appalling’ after her investiga-
tion into the girl’s death,” reads a 
Hartford Courant article from a few 
months after Tabatha’s passing.

Tabatha’s suicide was the first 
in the century-long history of the 
school, but it colored the past and 
future of Long Lane for all involved. 
The late 1990s saw passionate debate 
in and around Middletown about the 
future of the school. After the state 
proposed a renovation of the proper-

ty into a smaller and more high-secu-
rity facility, neighbors of the school 
protested.

The University bought the 
property in 2000 for $15 million, 
ultimately helping to fund the con-
struction of a new juvenile deten-
tion facility for boys, which opened 
in August 2001 at the Connecticut 
Valley Hospital. By 2003, the girls of 
Long Lane had been moved to other 
facilities throughout the state; no 
equivalent to Long Lane School was 
built for the female inmates after the 
school’s closing.

In the years since The University 
bought the Long Lane property, all 
but three of the school’s buildings 
have been demolished. The Cady 
Building became the Physical Plant 
office, and a turf field was erected in 
the place of one of the secure units.

Its political history has been, 
in many ways, subsumed by an en-
vironmental presence: disputes over 
remediation of the property due to 
polluted soil have taken center stage, 
and Long Lane Farm has become a 
centerpiece of the University com-
munity’s sustainability efforts.

Perhaps as a result of the limited 
institutional memory of such a tran-
sient community, most students have 
only a vague idea of the history of 
Long Lane; for most, it is that idyllic 
sounding place just down the road. 
Interest in memorializing the site in 
some way has come to little, and most 
seem content to let the memories and 
the ghosts of Long Lane School lay 
fallow for the coming years.

C/O MIDDLETOWN EYE

The Long Lane School for Girls was formerly located next to 
Wesleyan’s campus.
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Colleagues Remember Professor Franklin D. Reeve
By Kirsten Rischert-Garcia

 Contributing Writer

At his memorial service, pro-
fessors, friends, and family remem-
bered Professor of Letters, Emeritus 
Franklin Reeve as a man with an 
excitement for learning, an ability 
to spur discussion, and a wit faster 
than a speeding bullet.

“He had this impish and con-
sistent desire to undermine what-
ever you thought you knew and to 
force you to think outside the box,” 
Professor of German and Letters, 
Emeritus Herbert Arnold said.

Franklin D’Olier Reeve passed 
away on June 28 at the age of 84 
after devoting nearly half of his 
life to teaching at the University, 
first as a professor and chair of the 
Russian Department from 1962 to 
1966, and then as a professor in the 
College of Letters until 2002.

Reeve’s former colleagues, as 
well as his friends and family, filled 
the seats at the reception, held at 
Russell House on Friday, Sept. 20. 
Several shared their memories of 
him, and others read aloud Reeve’s 
own words, including a passage he 
had written in Russian.

Arnold, who taught a colloqui-
um alongside Reeve, remembers the 
course as a new and exciting learn-
ing experience for both him and the 
students, especially since the two 
professors often “fundamentally dis-
agreed” on their interpretations of 
the material.

“It was a ping pong of ideas 
going back and forth, and students’ 
heads [would be] swiveling,” Arnold 
said. “That was quite deliberate, and 
Frank was smiling about it.”

At the memorial, Professor of 
Letters Emeritus Paul Schwaber 
read aloud a tribute to his former 
colleague that also appeared on 
President Michael Roth’s blog.

“I remember Frank Reeve as 
a tall, extremely handsome man,” 
Schwaber said. “He smiled ruefully 

and spoke very rapidly, as if barely 
able to control his rush of thought 
or questions.”

Reeve’s notable features and 
charisma were passed on to his 
son, actor Christopher Reeve, fa-
mous for his role as Superman in 
the 1978 motion picture. The two 
so closely resembled one another 
that Professor of Physics, Emeritus 
Bill Trousdale recalls mistaking 
Christopher for his father at a book 
signing.

“Gee, Franklin, you are looking 
young!” Trousdale recalled nearly 
saying to the movie star.

Christopher Reeve may have 
also inherited his father’s talent for 
the arts: Franklin Reeve acted pro-
fessionally shortly after graduating 
from Princeton and before purs-
ing a master’s degree in Russian at 
Columbia.

However, Frank ultimately de-
cided to give up acting upon realiz-
ing that it would impede his ability 
to write poetry.

“For the first time I discovered 
what happens when a person really 
acts: the self disappears; you entire-
ly, inside and out, become the char-
acter,” he once wrote.

Many would agree that this 
sacrifice was worthwhile: poetry was 
yet another area in which Franklin 
Reeve excelled. Reeve wrote 10 vol-
umes of poetry, and he was the re-
cipient of the New England Poetry 
Club’s Golden Rose Award and vari-
ous other awards.

Over his lifetime, Reeve wrote a 
total of six novels, five books of criti-
cism, eight Russian translations, and 
five plays. Most famously, he acted 
as an interpreter for Robert Frost 
on a visit to Soviet leader Nikita S. 
Khrushchev in 1962, during which 
Frost served as a cultural ambassador 
on behalf of the United States.

“Widely learned, he was poly-
lingual, witty, keen with pun and 
irony,” Schwaber said. “There were 
few things he seemed not to know.”

That which Reeve did not 
know, he tried earnestly to learn with 
great confidence. John Basinger, 
Professor Emeritus of Theater and 
Sign Language at Three Rivers 
Community College and husband 
of Professor of Film Studies Jeanine 
Basinger, recalls Reeve’s attempts to 
study sign language.

“He was willing to just flub it 
up,” John Basinger said.

Though Reeve may have given off 
the impression of being “all-knowing,” 
John Basinger noted that even he was 
sometimes prone to ad-libbing.

“Anyone who yammers as 
much as me is going to do a bit of 
humbuggery,” he said.

Reeve often liked to improvise 
his lectures and think on his feet, 
and he relished the opportunity for 
spur-of-the-moment remarks.

“A certain amount of that was 
just keeping fingers crossed, but 
[Reeve] was unafraid of that,” John 
Basinger said.

It is likely that Reeve’s talent 
with improvisation and knack for 
communicating as an actor and poet 
helped him develop into the skilled 
lecturer that captivated so many stu-
dents and faculty.

“I always admired him,” 
Trousdale said. “He was a combi-
nation of forceful and generous. If 
you kept talking to him about some-
thing, you never came away think-
ing, ‘Oh, that was a stupid idea.’ 
He wasn’t about putting someone 
down, but instead tried to engage 
them.”

In an interview with the New 
York Quarterly, Reeve once credited 
poet and critic R. P. Blackmur for 
developing his passion for poetry 
after taking the professor’s creative 
writing class at Princeton.

“My whole life changed when I 
went to college,” he said.

As his son Brock Reeve sug-
gested during the memorial service, 
Frank’s time at Wesleyan might have 
influenced his life just as dramatical-

ly as his time at Princeton initially 
did.

“My father had several chap-
ters of his life, but the theme that 
runs through these chapters is this 
place that is Wesleyan,” who is now 
Executive Director of the Harvard 
Stem Cell Institute. “Wesleyan pro-
vided a rich, flexible environment 
that allowed my father to explore 
his interests, passions, and abilities 
in multiple ways.”

It is a huge loss for the Wesleyan 
community that Franklin Reeve is 

no longer with us, but he continues 
to live on through the words he has 
left behind. One poem in particular, 
entitled “Home in Wartime” and 
published in October 2002, may of-
fer some advice for how we should 
cope with his passing:

If I die first, gather the lost years
with the late September apples. At 
sunset ghost me
beside you on the steps to watch
the tangerine-lavender clouds turn 
gray.

C/O WESLEYAN

Franklin D’Olier Reeve taught at the University for 40 years.

Klekolo World Coffee
181 Court St., Middletown, CT

Monday - Thursday 6:00 a.m. - 10:00 p.m.
Friday & Saturday 6:00 a.m. - 12:00 a.m.

Sunday 7:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Every Tuesday: Poetry Night 6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
The Pen is Mightier with Host Evan Okun

Every Thursday: Trivia Night 6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
In the Pursuit of Some Things Trivial with 

Host Andrew Watt 

Follow us on Facebook and Twitter for upcoming 
events and contestsCut Out and Use!



16 • features  TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 24, 2013THE WESLEYAN ARGUS

By Emma Davis, Contributing Writer

How do you make a space your own? And how do you inhabit it? These questions had been floating through my mind since the first week of school, and as I got to know more of the 
freshman class and began spending more time in other dorms, I realized that the process of moving in is unique to each person. As a photographer, I was particularly drawn to the idea of 
students’ dorm rooms as an expression of identity and as a backdrop to their daily lives.

When I set out to shoot for this series, my goal was a kind of “environmental portraiture”: images that conveyed not only the subjects’ characters but also their interactions with spaces 
they had fashioned for themselves. In total, I visited six residence halls (Clark, Bennet, WestCo, Butts A and B, Nicholson, and 200 Church) and photographed 23 people, not all of whom 
are pictured. My hope is that these images will inspire viewers to broaden their own lenses and to consider their personal interactions with their own spaces.

ALL PHOTOS BY EMMA DAVIS/STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
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