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By Jess Zalph
Food Editor

You can’t have dessert until you 
finish your vegetables.

It’s an edict known by most 
children to the point of being cliché, 
and I would argue that it is entirely 
counterproductive.

I spent my summer as a coun-
selor at a camp for pre-school chil-
dren. There were many challenging 
parts to this job—pulling socks onto 
wet feet, desperately trying to pre-
vent “accidents,” dragging 18 kids 
on one not-long-enough leash to the 
playground, and so on. But one of 
the most soul-wrenching challenges 
was lunchtime.

Lunch, while typically a “break” 
in the day, was relaxing for nobody. 
The counselors, myself included, 
were pressured to get the kids to eat 

Food Fight: Teaching Children 
to Want Veggies Before Dessert

as much as possible of the lunch pro-
vided by the camp. The campers spent 
a harrowing half hour being wheedled, 
cajoled, and blackmailed into eating 
food they found distasteful.

The food wasn’t bad. It was pur-
chased from a company that adver-
tised its food as a healthful alternative 
to standard cafeteria fare. To describe 
it as gourmet would be a stretch, but 
the quality did not justifiably provoke 
a reluctance to eat it. So what was the 
problem?

I think the anti-vegetable (and to 
take it further, anti-health food) epi-
demic has much less to do with taste 
than it has to do with taste condition-
ing. Let’s look at the scenario in which 
a parent (or a teacher, camp counselor, 
etc.) forces a child to eat healthful food 
as a condition for getting to eat dessert.

This teaches the child two things. 
One, it teaches hir that healthful food 

is undesirable, something to be suf-
fered through as the price for getting 
to eat dessert. The entire dining expe-
rience becomes a power struggle, en-
forced by authority figures by means 
of the Dreaded Broccoli (or Carrot or 
Spinach). Not only does this establish 
eating as a cause of stress and tension, 
but it also makes the children hate the 
food that ze feels is being forced on hir.

The second thing it teaches the 
child is that dessert is the ultimate goal. 
Saying to a child that they “can’t have” 
something while providing no expla-
nation for it makes it that much more 
alluring. Have you ever heard a parent 
discuss the intricacies of nutrition with 
a four-year old? Unfortunately, it al-
most never happens. To quote Stephen 
Sondheim’s “Into the Woods,” “What’s 
as intriguing or half so fatiguing as 

KIDS, page 13

By Grant Lounsbury
Contributing Writer

Field hockey took home its first 
victory of the season, beating Babson 
College 3-1 on Friday. The Cardinal 
women improved to 1-2 on the season 
and are relieved to put a notch in the 
win column.

“It felt really great to win, espe-
cially because we won the game to-
gether as a team,” said captain Amber 
Bruckner ’14.

The Cardinals dominated the 
game with an unrelenting attack, out-
shooting Babson 16-6 and putting 
nine shots on goal. Bruckner had two 
goals, one assisted by fellow captain 
Blair Ingraham ’14, who also added a 
goal herself, and the other by Hannah 
Plappert ’16.

Unlike in the previous two 
games, in this game the team created 

more chances by getting more players 
involved. Taking control of the ball 
more and making sharp passes led to 
more scoring opportunities, which ul-
timately resulted in Wesleyan getting 
three tallies on the scoreboard. The 
Cardinals’ aggressive play kept Babson 
on its heels throughout, resulting in 
nine penalty corners and constant of-
fensive pressure.

“I think we really worked together 
in our game against Babson, and it 
showed,” Bruckner said. “When we 
work as a team, we can be really suc-
cessful.”

Ingraham leads the team with five 
points so far this season and has been 
a very accurate shooter. Two-thirds of 
her shots have been on goal, slightly 
higher than the team’s average of .639. 
Bruckner has been the most prolific 
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Maddy Oswald ’14 approached palindromes with intensity this weekend. See page 10 for more.
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Creating A Safe Space
Students Form Women’s Music Co-Op

By Tess Morgan
News Editor

The new Women’s Music Co-
Op held its first jam session last 
Friday, Sept. 13. Created by Molly 
Balsam ’14, the group is meant to 
provide a safe space for budding, 
female-identifying musicians to 
practice and form bands. Balsam ex-
plained that the co-op grew out of 
the perceived lack of a female pres-
ence in the music scene on campus.

“I had just started a band, 
Molly Rocket and the Crooks, and 
I wanted to sort of see who else was 
out there who I could connect with 
and play with,” Balsam said. “And 
it turned out that there weren’t as 
many people as I had hoped, and it 
seemed like there wasn’t even a space 
for women to be the forefront of the 

Field Hockey Defeats 
Babson for First Win music scene at Wesleyan. There wasn’t 

a feminine presence or a power that I 
could relate to.”

The co-op held a forum on Sept. 
5 to discuss the issue of women in mu-
sic. There, members of the co-op and 
students who felt strongly about the is-
sue assembled and resolved to improve 
the campus climate for women musi-
cians.

“We decided on a few things,” 
Balsam said. “First and foremost, we 
want this to be a support system where 
girls can come if they feel like they’re 
not being heard. This will be a great 
place to start because all of us are kind 
of in that position right now. Also, [we 
want to have] a survey of all the female 
musicians on this campus who want to 
participate in the music scene.”

Those who attended the forum 
shared experiences of times when they 

had been passed over as musicians be-
cause of their gender.

“Frequently, you’ll have a guy be-
ing like, ‘Yeah I want to start a band, let 
me find all these musicians who can be 
in my band,’ and for some reason, it’s 
never a girl musician first…who gets 
chosen,” Balsam said.

Balsam explained that her in-
spiration for the co-op came from a 
class she took during her junior year: 
“Music Movements in a Capitalist 
Democracy,” offered through the 
Center for the Study of Public Life.  
The final project for the course was to 
create a festival that could be held at 
the University. Instead, Balsam created 
the co-op.

“I decided that instead of spend-
ing all my time making a festival, I 

Research Illuminates 
School’s Dark History

By Abbey Francis
Executive Editor

This article is the first part of a his-
torical investigation into the Long Lane 
School For Girls, an institution for devi-
ant female youth, formerly adjacent to the 
University’s campus.

“The Connecticut Industrial 
School for Friendless Girls was opened 
June 20, 1870, in the presence of a 
large number of persons interested in 
the humane institutions of the State.”

Thus began the address that 
filled the pages of the first annual re-
port of the officers of the Connecticut 
Industrial School for Girls, later to be 
named Long Lane School. In a section 
discussing the origin of the school, the 
officers write, “The want of a suitable 
place for the custody of neglected and 
viciously inclined young girls has been 
felt for several years.”

Middletown, Conn. seemed the 
perfect area for such a school: a large 
farm, out of use for several years, was 

available as land for the school, and 
Middletown was situated between two 
more industrialized cities, New Haven 
and Hartford. Middletown was thus 
conveniently located for the transport 
of girls away from their cities, but was 
far enough away from the ills of urban 
life that it might provide the “fresh air” 
deemed so important by the reformers.

In this original report, the “proper 
subjects” for care or institutionaliza-
tion at the school were described as “1) 
The stubborn and unruly... 2) Truants, 
vagrants and beggars... 3) Those found 
in circumstances of manifest danger of 
falling into habits of vice and immoral-
ity...” and finally, “4) Those who have 
committed any offence [sic] punish-
able by fine or imprisonment, or both, 
other than imprisonment for life.” The 
school was not an institution of the 
state, but rather a charity that received 
both partial funding and its inhabitants 
from the state of Connecticut.

In her senior thesis, Sarah A. 
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Field hockey dominated Babson with its offensive attack, peppering 
the net and tallying three goals in the victory.
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A Different Wesleyan Class: More than 
Just Numbers 

By Nicole Updegrove 

There has been a substantial 
buzz on campus in the last two weeks 
about the matriculation data for the 
Class of 2017. We have talked about 
numbers and significant differences, 
about trends and unfulfilled commit-
ments. The conversation among the 
new class itself, however, has taken a 
different tone. For them, these aren’t 
just numbers.

During lunch with a freshman 
the first week of classes, I asked him 
what the frosh were talking about in 
the context of need-blind. Over meals 
my first semester, we had spoken of-
ten about the grueling application 
process, the bleeding-heart essays, the 
cherished acceptance letter that we 
had had printed on our brand-new 
Twin XL sheets so that we could sleep 
under the warmth of our triumph. 
Many of us hadn’t known much about 
the politics of applying—not back 
then—and so I was surprised to hear 
that this freshman very much did.

He hadn’t applied for aid.
That statement in itself, even out 

of the context of finances, is a scary 
one. It is stating that one doesn’t want 
or need help, even though help is 
(ostensibly) offered. Some among us 
are lucky enough to make that choice 

with certainty, knowing that whatever 
we have is enough to carry us through. 
But this stranger on the other side of 
the table openly expressed that he 
did want and need and merit aid—
he feared that Wesleyan would not, 
knowing this, want him. Even more 
disturbingly, he shared that a number 
of his hallmates and other friends had 
done the same thing.

According to this story and oth-
ers, it is not one or five or ten but 
dozens of students whose families 
are more burdened by the Wesleyan 
education than even the financial aid 
calculations would say they should 
be, because a “Yes” from Wes was 
worth $60,000 dug from the very 
bottom of their families’ pockets. 
Poorer and middle class students, 
whom the administration has tried 
to help by decreasing the rate of tu-
ition increases, are feeling the cost of 
Wesleyan more than ever. And as a 
student whose family has struggled to 
pay for Wesleyan even on (what once 
seemed like) an immense amount of 
grant aid, I can’t say I wouldn’t have 
made the same choice.

There are other stories coming 
from the Class of 2017. One story 
is that of students who applied early 
decision, despite their hesitation to 
commit so early in the college-court-

ing season, in order to decrease the 
likelihood of their finances playing 
a major role. Another doubt, voiced 
less often in the larger discussions 
but nonetheless a part of the experi-
ence for some, wonders, “If Wes were 
still need-blind, would I have gotten 
in?” And of course, the story we can’t 
always hear takes place only on pre-
college message boards: It is the story 
of students who felt unwelcome, and 
didn’t apply. We will never know 
these students, who should have been 
our roommates, our team mates, and 
our peers.

Our university is a very different 
place for the Class of 2017, not sim-
ply because of a decline in numbers or 
an altered education both in and out 
of the classroom. The first encounter 
with Wesleyan for the freshman class, 
and the classes after it, involves very 
real doubts about the priorities of this 
institution. The decision to be need-
blind is real, it is impacting students 
now, and its effects are not limited to 
only the least privileged or even to the 
freshman class.

As of now, there is no defined 
plan to return to need-blind. There 
is no answer to these stories. Some of 
our anger and disappointment would 
be different if the need-aware decision 
were to be re-evaluated on a year-to-

year basis or even five years from now. 
But as it is, if the student body and 
the alumni forget what was done and 
don’t apply pressure as the University 
reaches a better financial standing, 
need-blind may never return. The dis-
cussion could end with the graduation 
of the Class of 2016, the last class en-
tered without specific regard for their 
ability to pay. The burdens that have 
traditionally been faced by our inter-
national and transfer students at ad-
mission will persist as a reality for all.

I encourage everyone to share 
their stories of how the need-aware 
discussion has affected you, whether 
with The Argus, President Roth, Dean 
Meislahn, the University Archives, 
the WSA, the Trustees, or your peers 
in late-night talks on Foss. Hearing 
these stories rekindled my commit-
ment to keep this issue on my mind, 
this year and in the years to come. In 
putting a face on the need-aware deci-
sion, you remind us all that we must 
not forget—that only by holding 
the University accountable year after 
year can we ensure that future classes 
of Wesleyan students don’t have to 
choose between education they deserve 
and the aid that they need.

Updegrove is a member of the Class 
of 2014.

You are invited to be a part of the 6th Annual
 Social Justice Leadership Conference

A key part of the SJLC are the breakout sessions, where students, student groups, 
alumni, community members, faculty, and staff facilitate sessions in their area of interest, 
expertise, or passion. Sessions focus on leadership skills that may be applied to any social 

movement and on the many manifestations of injustice and how participants can be involved 
in creating change.

This year’s conference theme is Access, Equity, and Inclusion 
and will be held on Saturday, October 26th. 

We encourage you to submit a session proposal and to be part of this amazing day! 
Session proposals are being accepted until Friday, September 27, 2013 at 4pm. Submit 

a proposal at: www.wesleyan.edu/sald/sjlc/sjlc_proposal.html.

Constitution Day Lecture 
by Theodore Shaw ’76
“Looking Backwards; Looking Forward:
The Persistence of Race in Twenty-First 
Century American Life”

Tuesday September 13, 2013 7:30 p.m.
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news
Students Compete In WSA Elections

By Tess Morgan and Miranda Katz
News Editors

Wesleyan Student Assembly 
(WSA) elections began this Monday, 
Sept. 16 and will conclude on Friday, 
Sept. 20 at 11:59 p.m. This year’s 
elections boast 15 candidates from 
the class of 2017 vying for 10 avail-
able positions in the Frosh Election 
and four candidates from the classes of 
2014, 2015, and 2016 running in the 
At-Large Election, which has seven 
available seats. Below are the state-
ments from each of the candidates.

Frosh Election

Erica Arensman ’17
My name is Erica Arensman, and 

I want to represent the class of 2017 
as a member of the Wesleyan Student 
Assembly. I already love this school, 
and I want to use my skills as a com-
municator and my love for organiza-
tion to help make it even better. First 
and foremost, I want to advocate for 
your interests, whether that means 
fighting for more turkey burgers in 
Usdan or establishing a centralized 
place for information on campus 
events. I think every student should 
be a part of every decision that affects 
them, which is why I want to make 
sure your ideas are heard by the ad-
ministration. Vote for me, and I’ll do 
everything I can to make these next 
four years as great as they should be!

Fred Ayres ’17
HEY YOU! Want to help make 

Wesleyan more equal, diverse, and 
green?! Great! Me too!  I’m Fred 
Ayres; I hail from Detroit, Michigan. 
I’m running for WSA with Aidan 
Martinez and Ben Marvin in order to 
make Wes even more FABulous. My 
plan focuses mainly on sustainability 
initiatives and endowment expansion.  
Sustainability: Increasing divestment 
from fossil fuels; Green renovation 
of older dorms (e.g. WestCo and the 
Butts) with AC from renewable re-
sources and low water use showers 
& toilets; Installation of more water 
bottle refilling stations. Endowment: 
Diversify fund-raising measures by 
getting more students involved and 
improving Wesleyan’s social media 
strategy; By expanding the endow-
ment we’ll be able to; Restore need-
blind aid; Increase diversity by admit-
ting a wider range of students; Work 
with department heads to create more 
certificate programs. Join me in creat-
ing a Wesleyan environment we can 
all be proud of! And remember: vote 
FAB!

Carlos Gonçalves ’17
Becoming your representative in 

the Wesleyan Student Assembly is my 
greatest interest because I recognize 
issues as opportunities for improve-
ment. For example, the RIDE pro-
gram should be extended to support 
those with difficult schedules to ef-
ficiently get around campus. Also, I 
have seen far too often locks outs, an 
issue that could be tackled by intro-
ducing and phasing in PIN locks. In 
conversation with many of you, it is 
clear how essential you are, individu-
ally and collectively. For that reason, 
we urgently need to develop and 
promote the access and transparency 
that defines active participation and 
accountability—key ingredients defi-
cient, for example, in the issue of the 
Custodial Staff ’s working conditions. 
All things considered, we have to be 
realistic: freshmen like me have not yet 
had enough experience at Wesleyan. 
It is implausible to expect bold, pri-
oritized, and specific solutions now. 
Although the dynamics of our lives 
are not constant, what I offer you is a 

considerate and responsible supporter 
who believes in discussion and dia-
logue, especially when we disagree. I 
give you an honest answer—and there 
is more where that came from.

Tyler Harden ’17
There are 750 freshmen, from 

over 27 nations. We have traveled over 
100,000 miles to get here and lived 
a total of 13,542 years. However, we 
have only known one another for 18 
days. In those 18 days we have seen 
novel art, toyed with alien ideas and 
met ten Max’s from six different con-
tinents. Yet despite all this we lack 
the essential unity of family—of truly 
knowing one another. I run so that we 
need not feel alone. Together you and 
I will create a new class bonding expe-
rience every month to ensure we have 
an incredible first year.

Cole Holland ’17
My name is Cole Holland and I 

am going to be honest with you. I’m 
not going to promise you that I will 
bring about massive changes in the 
way things work at Wesleyan, I’m not 
going to promise you that I will make 
education free for everyone, and I’m 
not going to promise you that there 
will be free ice cream twice a week, al-
though I wish I could guarantee that 
last one. What I will promise is that 
I will do my best to listen to every-
one that’s a part of the class of 2017. 
Wesleyan is a pretty spectacular place 
and I plan on keeping it that way as I 
represent our class. I spent two years 
as an elected representative at my high 
school so I’ve done this before. Vote 
for me! Thanks.

Rebecca Hutman ’17
We’ve been here three weeks—

long enough to figure out classes, 
dorm living, and remembering your 
WesID... Sometimes. But, basically, 
we’re new to Wes. We see Wesleyan 
with fresh eyes and can easily pick 
out what we love and what we don’t 
about our new home. In collecting 
signatures, I heard our class’s opin-
ions. So I’m here to say: our class has 
AWESOME ideas. Where do I fit in? 
I want to make sure those ideas are 
heard and transformed into actual 
change. How will I do that? If elected, 
I’ll create WeSOS. It’s both an app and 
twitter feed designed to share your ob-
servations. Your room’s too hot? Tell 
us. Line in Usdan made you late for 
class? Tweet it. We can’t fix problems 
until we know what they are. A vote 
for Rebecca is a vote for your ideas! 
I’m better at listening than rhyming. 
I promise.

Aidan Martinez ’17
Hey y’all! I’m Aidan Joseph 

Martinez, I hail from El Paso, Texas, 
and I’m looking for your vote! Here 
at Wesleyan, we pride ourselves on 
being inclusive and diverse. If I were 
to be your representative, I would 
propose/enact the following: 1. Keep 
Wesleyan Need-Blind. 2. Urge admis-
sions to make diversity a priority. 3. 
Install more water bottle filling sta-
tions around campus. 4. Create a plan 
to lower cost of attendance in the long 
run. 5. Start up a book-swap to further 
lower cost of attendance.  6. Develop 
a plan to bring buildings up to code 
(you too, Butts). 7. Work towards a 
greener campus. 8. Think of creative 
measures to expand the endowment. 
So, vote for those who care about the 
future of this school, that is, Fred, 
Aidan, and Ben. Not just because we 
are FABulous, but also because we’ll 
work for you. GO WES ’17!

Ben Marvin-Vanderryn ’17
Wesleyan 2017! We’ve only been 

here a few weeks, but it’s already obvi-

ous we have joined a special commu-
nity. Coming to you from Durango, 
Colorado, I’m Ben Marvin-Vanderryn. 
I’m running for WSA with Aidan 
Martinez and Fred Ayres to provide 
leadership that will keep Wesleyan 
on the forefront of innovation. 1. We 
must grow our endowment with a fo-
cus on social responsibility. Recommit 
Wesleyan to a fully need-blind admis-
sions policy. Return to our roots of 
diversity by offering financial aid to 
meet all demonstrated need. 2. Focus 
on sustainability and keeping our 
campus green! Pursue full divestment 
from fossil fuels. Upgrade older facili-
ties (specifically the Butts and Westco) 
to be more energy efficient. 3. Keep 
the Wes community strong. Involve 
even more alumni as resources for cur-
rent students. Promote diversity and 
an even more tolerant campus. Let’s 
keep Wes FABulous. Vote FAB (Fred, 
Aidan, and Ben) for WSA.

Sadasia McCutchen ’17
Hey Ladies and Gents! My name 

is Sadasia and I want to represent 
YOU. As a member of this class, it 
is my responsibility to represent and 
support my grade in the best way pos-
sible. We are a community and when 
one of us hurt, we all hurt (at least, I’ll 
hurt). Wesleyan is a great school, but 
as with all communities, there are ways 
to improve. I am campaigning to be a 
representative of the WSA because: 1. 
Everyone’s voice needs to be heard and 
equally represented in the assembly; I 
feel that many student groups on cam-
pus are not reflective of the entire stu-
dent body, as they lack much needed 
diversity. 2. I am a thoughtful listener 
and also very proactive in making 
change. 3. This whole need-blind to 
need-aware shift is hitting us, man! 
I’m working with you and hearing you 
to make the changes we need.

Colin O’Keeffe ’17
My name is Colin O’Keeffe. I 

live on the third floor of Clark Hall.  
I love great food, the NFL, Reddit, 
competing on Wesleyan’s golf team, 
the Wu-Tang Clan, Sperrys and en-
joying the fresh air on Foss.  I have 
served in numerous leadership posi-
tions that have prepared me to work as 
a WSA representative, including three 
terms as Class President managing a 
$15,000 budget and as a member on 
a functioning New Hampshire State 
Chamber of Commerce board.  Our 
class deserves a representative who is 
approachable, persuasive, motivated 
and personable; someone who can not 
only “promise to represent your ideas” 
but who has had legitimate experi-
ence interacting and legislating with 
school/community officials to effect 
positive social change. I would love if 
you gave me the opportunity to con-
tinue my passion by serving our Class 
of 2017. Sincerely, Colin O’Keeffe.

Mikaela Helene Ocampo Reyes ’17
Our home for the next four years 

is where we will cultivate our pas-
sion, pursue a challenging education 
and further ourselves beyond who 
we are. We each want to strengthen 
that which makes us human.  As so-
cial beings, we cannot do this alone. 
We need each other to feel a sense of 
belonging within our society. I hope 
to build on this spirit of camarade-
rie, friendship and alliance towards a 
more unified Wesleyan. I see the vari-
ous committees in the WSA. I see the 
student-run organizations with very 
passionate members. I see a well-run 
administration. But we all know that 
we can do more collectively. I hope to 
organize various events, foster a sense 
of companionship and embrace the 
open spirit that Wesleyan embodies.  
With positivity and solidarity, we can 

work towards a more unified school. 
Join me in my positive campaign to-
wards a more spirited Wesleyan. Say 
Yes to ReYES!

Keyonne Session ’17
Hello, Class of 2017! My name 

is Keyonne Session and I want to rep-
resent YOU as one of your class reps. 
Sexual harassment, the low number of 
minors, and even the food in USDAN 
have already become prominent is-
sues for our class. From involvement 
in various diversity leadership confer-
ences, the leadership training I have 
gained through me being an Eagle 
Scout, and a vast number of other 
leadership positions that I have held, 
I will make it my goal to have YOUR 
VOICES HEARD. For issues that 
Wesleyan students are experiencing 
I have three points, which will make 
it easy for YOU to have YOUR views 
heard. Determination: I am commit-
ted to help better the Wesleyan com-
munity. Accessibility: Contact me 
WHENEVER and WHEREVER. 
Approachableness: ANYONE should 
feel comfortable coming to me with 
ANY comment or issue. I am here to 
make sure YOUR voice is heard. LIKE 
A GOOD NEIGHBOR, KEYONNE 
IS THERE!

Lizzie Shackney ’17
My name is Lizzie Shackney, 

and it would be my honor and plea-
sure to represent the Class of 2017 as 
a member of the WSA.  Who am I? 
From Pittsburgh, PA; lover of cookies; 
former high school Student Council 
President, secretary/treasurer, and rep-
resentative; former Class President; 
friendly, optimistic, and committed. 
My plans? To first and foremost rep-
resent YOU; to continue to create a 
strong sense of community through 
creative event planning and respon-
sible support of student clubs and 
activities; to develop more accessible 
technology (up-to-date websites, sim-
pler online class registration, a clear 
and comprehensive activities calen-
dar); to be committed to divestment 
from fossil fuels and improving our 
environmental sustainability effort; to 
consider the little things, be they more 
trash cans around campus or an icee 
machine. Vote for Lizzie!

Nathaniel Gustav Warner ’17
Spotting birds with President 

Roth while taking a class picture, de-
fining gender as a spectrum in Beckett, 
and listening to an a cappella rendi-
tion of the Nickelodeon theme song. 
Orientation was exhilarating and im-
mediately developed an incredible 
community.  And that’s why I want 
to serve on the WSA: community. As 
classes begin, the WSA must maintain 
the excitement of the first weeks, while 
troubleshooting administrative and ac-
ademic roadblocks for students. As as-
semblymember, I will work to identify 
and address such complications while 
orchestrating community-building 
events. Working with campus-based 
organizations, I will organize events 
for both the Wesleyan community, 
and larger Middletown, community.  
The next four years will challenge us, 
inspire us, and develop our best selves. 
I want to face challenges with you, 
trade with you in inspiration, and join 
you in developing—as a single com-
munity. Vote for me and together we 
can bring out the best in Wes

Victor Zhao ’17
Come on, we’ve only been here 

for two weeks and really have nothing 
to complain. That’s true, but make 
sure to let me know when you come 
up with anything! We frosh are new 
here, but we are energetic and ready 
to act. We have the loudest voice and 

should be heard. Something I want to 
work on right away in WSA: PUBLIC 
BICYCLES. Walking down Foss is 
surely pleasant, but I would like a bi-
cycle when get up late. PRINTERS 
IN RESIDENTIAL HALLS. No 
need to go all the way to libraries. 
IMPROVING FACILITIES. No 
soap in restroom? No fire extinguish-
ers to secure when cook? No problem. 
WHAT ELSE? We will figure it out. 
Trust me, I can be your talk-to person, 
I’m willing to serve you, speak for you, 
and I concern what you may concern 
and will definitely fight for it. I stand 
for YOU.

At-Large Election

Nicole Brenner ’15
Hey Guys! My Name is Nicole 

Brenner and I have worked on the 
WSA for the past two years. Last 
year I was Treasurer and Chair of the 
Student Budget Committee. This year 
I would like to continue working on 
the Assembly through a new role. 
Please vote for me so I can help make 
Wes great! Thank you!

Christopher Caines ’16
Hi Friends, my name is Chris 

Caines and I’m running for the 
Wesleyan Student Assembly. Wesleyan 
is a very special place that celebrates 
diversity, embraces a myriad of 
thoughts, beliefs, and values, and fos-
ters an environment where learning 
continually occurs—both inside and 
outside the classroom. If elected, I 
will fight to uphold the traditions and 
quirks of Wesleyan, while also assist-
ing to embrace necessary changes that 
will benefit the Wesleyan Community 
at large. I am especially interested in 
working on economic concerns and 
issues involving diversity. I very much 
want to help find practical solutions 
to the financial aid crisis and address 
issues pertaining to historically mar-
ginalized groups on campus. I am ex-
traordinarily passionate about making 
Wesleyan the place I know it is capable 
of being, and hope that you will give 
me a chance to positively influence 
Wes by electing me to the WSA!

Nadia Georgieva ’16
If elected for the WSA, I plan to 

help implement some changes that 
would improve the Wes student expe-
rience. I will work hard on issues like 
sustainability, facilities and finances. 
I’d like to work on broadening meal 
plan options and improving food 
choices. I’m especially interested in 
fighting for student financial aid and 
making sure that current and incom-
ing students can afford to attend Wes. 
This would include turning attention 
to issues like diversity, inclusion and 
promoting a greater sense of commu-
nity on campus. I will work with ad-
ministrators to represent you regard-
ing any issues and I’m always open to 
ideas from anyone. Vote for me and 
you will have your voice heard!

Madison Moore ’16
First off, I have only been at 

Wesleyan for a year now but it has 
stolen my heart very quickly. That be-
ing said, I wish to improve my second 
home to make it better for everyone 
else in the hopes that they fall in love 
with Wesleyan just as much as I have. 
In high school, as the President of the 
National Honor Society, I worked 
with the other students to better the 
school. I wish to bring this leadership 
skill to WSA and work with both the 
students and the administration in 
order to make Wesleyan the perfect 
college. I truly believe that if we work 
together, you (the students) and I, we 
can make Wesleyan the place we know 
it can be.
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By Ben Marvin-Vanderryn
StaffWriter

The University chapter of the Chi 
Psi fraternity was recently rechartered 
by the national organization, fully re-
establishing itself as a member of the 
national fraternity. Chi Psi was first 
brought to campus in 1843; after a se-
ries of disciplinary issues, it was last dis-
banded in 2001. It returned to campus 
under a provisional status last year.

Alex Sakhno ’15, a member of the 
fraternity, noted that alumni have been 
very involved in the fraternity’s resur-
gence.

“The alumni are extremely ex-
cited, especially the guys from the ’90s, 
because they feel like they were the last 
part of the group that split with the 
University and caused the rift,” Sakhno 
said.

Ozair Sarwar ’15, another Chi Psi 
member, said that rebuilding the group 
from the ground up has made the pro-
cess even more special to its members.

“Because we are reestablishing this 
after so long, we are sort of creating it 
on a foundation that we have formed 
because we are figuring out our way,” 
Sarwar said. “We are getting help, but 
what we are creating is different than 
what it was before, and it’s something 
that is personal for everybody.”

In February of 2012, the group 
achieved colony status, bringing it one 
step closer to full chapter privileges. 
That summer, several Chi Psi brothers 
attended the national convention, held 
at Wake Forest University, to present a 
petition for chapter status. They pre-
sented their petition to a group con-
sisting of representatives from every 
Chi Psi chapter in the country, earning 
unanimous approval for their charter. 
The fraternity was on provisional status 

last year and was rechartered this fall, 
finally rendering it an official chapter.

As they moved through the pro-
cess of getting rechartered with the na-
tional Chi Psi organization, the mem-
bers have also tried to repair relations 
with the University. Conscious of its 
sometimes-rocky past with the campus 
and administration, Chi Psi is trying to 
shape its new reputation by getting in-
volved with Habitat for Humanity and 
Relay for Life. They are also helping to 
sponsor events with other groups on 
campus, such as the Fast-a-Thon with 
the Muslim Student Association.

“We are just trying to represent 
ourselves in a good way and give back to 
the community,” said Chi Psi President 
Sam Elias ’15. “We want to have a good 
time and create a fun atmosphere.”

Getting recognition from fellow 
Greek life members is also important to 
the fraternity. While on provisional sta-
tus last year, Chi Psi was voted into the 
Inter-Greek Council (IGC), a group 
of all Greek organizations on campus. 
IGC and Rho Epsilon Pi Co-Founder 
Lucy Finn ’14 noted that the fraternity 
has been impressive thus far.

“[During the time they were pro-
visional], the Chi Psi members had 
good attendance [at IGC meetings],” 
Finn said. “It’s very obvious that the 
people involved are very dedicated to 
making this happen and doing so in the 
right way.”

Chi Psi is one of several relatively 
recent additions to campus Greek or-
ganizations. Vice President of Student 
Affairs Rick Culliton clarified the 
University’s stance on expanding Greek 
life.

“Any group that wants to start a 
Greek organization may do so through 
the WSA, but we have no plans to ex-
pand our residential Greek options 

Chi Psi Fraternity Regains Charter 
From National Organization

beyond those that currently exist,” 
Culliton wrote in an email to The 
Argus. “We have many Greek organi-
zations at Wesleyan that do not have 
chapter houses.”

Culliton added that the University 
has no official means of recognizing 
new Greek organizations.

“Many national organizations 
want the endorsement of the col-
lege—which also means oversight of 
the group by a Greek affairs office/staff 
(including verifying grades of student 
members, oversight of the fraternity ini-
tiation process, etc.),” Culliton wrote. 
“We do not have staff or a process to do 
this, and have made that clear to each 
national fraternity, including Chi Psi, 
when they have approached us.”

President Roth reiterated the 
University’s stance that no further 
Greek housing options will be consid-
ered.

“If students want to join a club, it’s 
up to them—we’re not against students 
joining clubs...,” Roth said. “But it has 
nothing to do with housing, which 
is not a possibility. If people are join-
ing clubs, that’s good, even clubs with 
Greek letters that involve rituals of in-
duction.”

Finn experienced difficulty with 
this policy last year, when Rho Epsilon 
Pi and Alpha Epislon Pi were not per-
mitted to apply for the then-open pro-
gram house at 230 Washington St.

“President Roth doesn’t like 
Greeks,” Finn said. “I doubt he wants 
them back on campus, just because he 
hasn’t been supportive of Greeks in the 
past. He thinks that’s a problem area be-
cause he associates us with cheating and 
sexual violence and high risk drinking.”

Roth recalled his experience with 
Chi Psi when he was enrolled as a stu-
dent at Wesleyan.

“I used to live next to Chi Psi 
when they had a house, and I don’t 
look forward to any further contact,” 
he said.

Members of Chi Psi do not expect 
to be given a house, but they hope that 
the University is willing to accept their 
existence on campus.

“We are in a very neutral state 
right now,” Sarwar said. “We don’t have 
any direct discussions with President 
Roth, nor do we have any conflict or 
negativity toward him. He’s entitled to 
his own opinions, and as long as we can 
co-exist, we will get along fine.”

C/O CHIPSI.ORG

Chi Psi brothers celebrate the comeback of their fraternity on campus.

wanted to create a co-op sort of group 
that could focus on exactly those prob-
lems and how to address them, how to 
find out if they are even problems, and 
[find out] if other people feel the same 
way that I do,” she said. “And this semes-
ter, now I realize that they do.”

When she was a visiting prospective 
student, Molly Hastings ’17 noticed the 
same dearth of women in the University’s 
music scene. She transferred her experi-
ence from the music scene in her home-
town to the Women’s Music Co-Op and 
is now working on fostering all-female 
bands on campus.

“In Santa Cruz I set up some shows, 
and having a female and non-white pres-
ence was really big for me,” Hastings 
said. “So when I came here I was like, 
‘No one’s even trying.’”

Hastings, along with six freshmen 
and sophomores, is a member of the all-
girl campus punk band Faceplant. She 
expressed her reservations about labeling 
Faceplant a feminist band.

“Every time I talk about it [people] 
are like, ‘Oh, a feminist band,’” Hastings 

said. “And feminism is awesome and is a 
huge thing for me, but it’s not a feminist 
band. We are not singing songs about 
feminism. But because it’s an all-girl 
punk band they label [us as] feminists.”

Balsam noted the difficulty that 
female musicians face when they are 
lauded for their music. Often, she noted, 
all-female bands are celebrated for con-
sisting of only women, rather than for 
their musical talent.

“The idea came to me to have a 
solely women-based group focused on 
preserving that sort of feminine energy 
and having an open and safe environ-
ment just for women to be appreciated 
in music—not for the sake that they’re 
women, but for the fact that they’re mu-
sicians and they want to be playing mu-
sic,” Balsam said. “I feel like it so easily 
becomes, ‘Oh, they’re these girls who are 
in a band’ instead of, ‘They’re musicians 
who want to play.’”

Another member of the co-op, 
Olivia Hauser ’14, described the group’s 
hesitation to exclude based on gender.

“For many people it seems a little 
problematic to have a club or group that 
limits its membership based on gender, 

Continued from front page

Co-Op: Students Form New 
Group for Female Musicians

and I do agree that it feels a little weird,” 
Hauser wrote in an email to The Argus. 
“But on a practical level, what the group 
is aspiring to do is important. If you are 
someone who is marginalized, having a 
safe space and sharing experiences with 
other people like you is meaningful 
and…can substantially alter your atti-
tude and the way you conceptualize your 
abilities.”

Hastings expressed her reservations 
about opening the co-op to male-identi-
fying students in the future.

“It could be done,” Hastings said. 
“I wouldn’t necessarily support it. There 
are already spaces for that. It’s really im-
portant that there’s a space that doesn’t 
have men and [where] you can sort of be 
free of that influence. In practice, when 
people are jamming, I’m not going to 
jump in if it’s a bunch of dudes playing 
guitar.”

Hastings believes that the co-op is 
the first step toward creating a safe space 
for women in music on campus.

“Music is a [white, cisgendered] 
men’s co-op,” Hastings said. “That’s how 
I look at it. The world is their safe space, 
so we don’t need to help them find one.”

C/O NEWSLETTER.BLOGS.WESLEYAN.EDU

By Sofi Goode
Contributing Writer

On Tuesday, Sept. 10, Active 
Minds hosted the first installment 
of the Silver Ribbon Luncheon 
Series, a project that aims to 
broaden campus-wide discussions 
about mental health issues. The 
group will host thirteen different 
luncheons on Tuesdays through-
out the semester; each will focus 
on a different stigma or aspect of 
mental health. The luncheons are 
free and open to all students and 
faculty.

Active Minds Co-Presidents 
Aletta Brady ’15, Caroline Catlin 
’15, and Miranda Orbach ’15 
developed the new series. In ad-
dition to these formal events, the 
club gets together for a dinner 
every Monday from 7-8 p.m. in 
the Usdan Marketplace to talk 
about the current state of mental 
health discussion at the University. 
Orbach explained the reasoning 
behind the luncheon series.

“The mission of Active Minds 
is to change the conversation about 
mental illness on college campuses 
and reduce stigma,” Orbach said. 
“[The luncheons] provide students 
with facts, some experts on the 
subject, and spark conversation 
about mental health and mental 
illness on campus.”

The weekly events will offer 
a free lunch to the first 30 attend-
ees at each luncheon and will ad-
dress a wide range of topics, from 
obsessive-compulsive disorder to 
psychological content in literature. 
The Sept. 17 session is scheduled 
to focus on weight stigma; next 
week’s, held on Sept. 24, will cover 
topics in schizophrenia. A mental 
health professional will begin each 
installment with a short lecture 
and then open the conversation up 
to questions and discussion.

Brady explained how the 
speakers and topics were selected.

“I emailed people that I knew 
and asked them to recommend 
people that they thought would 
be interesting and engaging speak-
ers,” Brady said. “It’s people who 
are knowledgeable about their sub-
ject and issues that are important 
and related to mental health. We 
had an amazing response, and we 
had more [speakers] sign up than I 
could put in.”

Active Minds is a chap-
ter of a national organization 
that was started by University 
of Pennsylvania graduate Alison 
Lamon. Created after Lamon’s 
brother’s suicide, the organization 
aims to foster healthy and sup-
portive conversation about mental 
illness. The University’s chapter 
was started by Jenn Pollan ’13 in 
2011 and has since held awareness 
campaigns as well as programming 
for students returning from medi-
cal leave.

For the luncheon series, 
Active Minds switched from a 
presentation-based event style to 
a more open, discussion-oriented 
format. Catlin explained the moti-
vation behind this change in struc-
ture.

“In past events, at times, there 
has been some negative feedback, 
and I think the issue with that was 
that there wasn’t any space to dis-
cuss it and discuss people’s differ-
ent opinions on how the presenta-
tion was done and what it meant 
to them,” Catlin said. “Our goal 
is to initiate conversation among 
the student body, and having a 

Silver Ribbon Series 
Discusses Mental 
Health Topics

platform for people to disagree with 
each other in order to move forward 
and have a new understanding is re-
ally important.”

The first Silver Ribbon 
Luncheon featured the University’s 
Sexual Assault Resource Coordinator 
Alysha Warren. She discussed new 
sexual violence prevention and re-
sponse programs on campus. More 
than 40 students were in attendance 
for the lecture and the following dis-
cussion.

“The goal of the talk was to pro-
vide the campus community with 
information about campus and com-
munity resources related to sexual 
violence, to highlight our updated 
and expanded policies about sexual 
misconduct, to highlight ways that 
students can get involved, and to in-
troduce new campus initiatives slated 
to start this year,” Warren wrote in an 
email to The Argus.

Warren added that the luncheon 
elicited a very positive student re-
sponse.

“It felt like the beginning of a 
dynamic and engaging discussion of 
sexual violence prevention at Wes,” 
she wrote. “I’m looking forward to 
working with students to translate 
this energy into action and an ongo-
ing commitment to sexual preven-
tion.”

Based on the success of the first 
event, the club co-presidents are hop-
ing to continue the Silver Ribbon 
Luncheon Series into next semester. 
If the events continue to attract stu-
dents and be effective in encourag-
ing discussion about mental health, 
Active Minds hopes to continue them 
indefinitely.

“I think that this is a large 
enough issue that we can have a dif-
ferent speaker every week for multiple 
years,” Brady said. “One in four stu-
dents is struggling with a diagnosable 
mental illness, and that’s not some-
thing to see lightly.”

Brady added that this semes-
ter’s slate of speakers only begins to 
address the myriad issues in mental 
health that are up for discussion.

“I’d like to see a lecture on how 
mental health is treated differently for 
traditionally marginalized communi-
ties,” she said. “There are also a lot of 
interesting topics on how mental ill-
ness is so often perceived negatively, 
but it’s also a blessing, and a lot of 
really great art and inspiration comes 
when people are not what is tradition-
ally considered stable.”

Sexual Asssault Response 
Coordinator Alysha Warren 
spoke at the first Silver Ribbon 
Luncheon.



THE WESLEYAN ARGUSTUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 17, 2013  5

features
Institution: Historical Inquiry Delves Into Bleak Past 
of Shuttered Long Lane School For Delinquent Girls 
Continued from the front page

Leavitt ’92 followed the story of the 
Connecticut Industrial School for Girls 
from its beginning. Leavitt writes about 
Mary R., a 16-year-old inmate at the 
Industrial School in 1874. According 
to Leavitt, Mary was transferred to 
the school from her New Haven home 
after her mother, a single parent and 
“washer woman,” became frustrated 
with the girl’s refusal to either go to 
school or do housework, and her ten-
dency to stay out late at night and act 
in a generally “profane” manner.

A few months after Mary was 
institutionalized at Long Lane, she 
discovered that she was pregnant. In 
light of the school’s Victorian values 
and moralistic goals, Mary was hast-
ily married. She left the school, but by 
the time she was 20, she returned vol-
untarily, seeking refuge from life with 
a husband she described as a “drunk” 
and from certain poverty.

Poverty was of key interest to the 
reformers responsible for the Industrial 
School. Moral vice brought on by the 
apparently perilous circumstances 
of the urban poor was a concern, of 
course, but poverty itself was often 
considered enough of a reason to insti-
tutionalize a child in the 19th century.

The reformers, according to 
Leavitt, seemed to have a “get ’em 
while they’re young” mentality when it 
came to incarceration. They hoped that 
by spotting children who—by their 
very impoverished nature—were at risk 
for legal and moral transgression, they 
might cure the illness at its root. The 
Industrial School was even thought of 
as an alternative to a real women’s pris-
on, for if the girls were educated with 
Christian values early, they would not 
transgress later in life.

Mary’s story does not specify if 
she was of recent immigrant origin or 
if her family had been in the United 
States for many years, but immigrant 
status was a key factor in how likely 
a girl was to end up in the Industrial 
School. Irish, Italian, German, and lat-
er, Russian, girls made up large sections 
of the school’s inmates. Their presence, 
along with the rationales recorded as 
the reason for their institutionaliza-
tion, suggests that the school was not 

imagined simply as a solution to pov-
erty; its founders perceived societal ills 
like prostitution and theft as grounds 
for institutionalizing girls and young 
women. The school was also a way to 
remove children from what was seen as 
the corrupting influence of immigrant 
neighborhoods.

The school was therefore quite di-
verse, and school officials made some 
surprising changes to the school to ac-
commodate the myriad cultures within 
its walls—a Sunday Mass was even 
added in the late 1800s, despite the 
distinctly Protestant sentiments of the 
reformers in charge. Leavitt also points 
out that black students were always 
admitted to the school, an interesting 
choice in a time when the rest of soci-
ety was so heavily segregated.

Daily life in the school was a sur-
prising jumble of outside society. Girls 
of various nationalities lived under 
strict Victorian ideals and learned to 
act as domestic workers in the hope 
that they would one day become prop-
er wives and mothers. The school be-
came home to girls who had commit-
ted a jumble of offenses; in line with 
the goals of the school, those who were 
incarcerated constituted a mix of girls 
who had genuinely broken the law or 
were actually “delinquent” and those 
whose parents were simply too poor or 
absent to care for them as they went 
through the normal pangs of adoles-
cence.

Sexual crimes (having sex before 
marriage) were common reasons for in-
carceration, but a few girls did commit 
offenses recognized as criminal even by 
modern U.S. standards. One girl was 
arrested for attempting to “set fire to 
her employer’s house and poison her 
mistress.”

The girls lived in cottages headed 
by matrons, who were supposed to act 
as substitute mother figures to them. 
The reformers in charge of the school 
hoped that this would create a family 
atmosphere, but they were ultimately 
disillusioned. Soon after the school’s 
founding, the family system in the cot-
tages made way for a tiered system in 
which inmates in different stages of 
“depravity” were divided into differ-
ent living situations, so that the more 
troublesome would not corrupt the 

younger and more innocent.
Furthermore, attempts at creating 

a family environment were thwarted by 
the transient nature of its inhabitants: 
even the girls who lived in relatively 
calm cottages with internal workrooms 
would have experienced regular chang-
es in housemates as girls arrived and 
were released. The school also changed 
in size, growing from two cottages at its 
founding in the 1870s to eight cottages 
by 1917.

Still, some things seemed to re-
main consistent: each girl was provided 
with an iron bedstead, a husk mattress, 
a mirror, a chair, and a small painted 
pine bureau, according to an 1884 offi-
cer’s report. In addition to these basics, 
the girls were provided with bedding 
for their mattresses and often used, do-
nated clothes; the girls were described 
as being dressed neatly in calico dresses 
by several visitors to the school.

Despite some fear that the soli-
tude would allow for masturbation, 

The Long Lane School for Girls was formerly located a block away from campus.
C/O MIDDLESEX HISTORICAL SOCIETY

each girl was also given her own room. 
Girls were kept in their rooms at night 
by an alert system made up of bells that 
would ring when a girl stepped out of 
her door. Punishment for transgres-
sions like this included the withhold-
ing of food; deprived of standard fare 
like beef and cabbage, soup, or beans, 
the girls were instead given only bread 
and water.

“Everyday life at the Connecticut 
Industrial School for Girls was divided 
between meals, academic schoolwork, 
vocational training, recreation, and 
prayer,” Leavitt wrote in her thesis.

In school, the girls learned to 
read and were even taught science and 
math, an unusual feature for reform 
schools at that time, which typically 
focused on only “lower-class skills.” 
Still, the school did focus on training 
the girls for what it considered feasible 
pursuits for women. Domestic train-
ing was key, and “consisted of cooking, 
sewing, and laundry.”

Reformers hoped that the girls 
would be fit to act as servants after 
leaving the school, or even to raise 
their own families with the skills they 
acquired. Whether the reformers were 
successful in their goal of improving 
the futures of their wards is unclear, 
but Leavitt suggests that, at the very 
least, they didn’t “inhibit [their] in-
mates’ already stagnated social mobil-
ity.”

Over the years following this 
initial period of general adherence to 
the founders’ ideals, the Connecticut 
Industrial School for Girls changed 
in ways that its original supporters 
never would have expected, though all 
the time reflecting society’s continu-
ous experiment with “fixing” troubled 
youth. The school would also come to 
loom large in the imagination of the 
Middletown community, and it would 
provide a key talking point in the con-
versation about incarceration in the 
state of Connecticut.
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Digital Media Community Seeks Awareness, Inclusiveness
By Gabe Rosenberg
Assistant Features Editor

Twenty-six hours into WesHack2.0, 
the second Wesleyan student hackathon, 
the creative team behind WesPartyMap 
had just installed a feedback loop. Because 
of this innovation, an anonymous com-
ment box now allows users to leave mes-
sages on the website, which displays an 
interactive map of campus sprinkled with 
red and yellow dots.

“It’s a heat map of where people are,” 
explained Max Dietz ’16, clicking on one 
of the dots to reveal a graph charting how 
many people had been in the area over the 
past two hours.

The web application passively col-
lects location data from corresponding 
iPhone and Android apps, which the team 
of Dietz, Sam Giagtzoglou ’16, and Jack 
Lashner ’16 also created.

“One of the biggest issues I’ve had 
on campus so far, especially in the winter, 
is that you’ll hear about a few parties, and 
you’ll show up and maybe no one’s there, 
or you don’t know the one to go to,” Dietz 
said.

Enter WesPartyMaps. If enough stu-
dents download the app and frequent the 
website, the program could provide a real-
time display of not only where people are 
partying on campus, but also of just how 
good those parties are. It’s a technology-
centric solution to a problem, but, just like 
the school’s tech community as a whole, 
its success hinges completely on awareness 
and participation.

Wesleyan’s sizable and active tech 
community is one of its best-kept secrets. 
Despite its motivated student body and a 
large alumni network in the digital media 
industry—a mafia to rival those of the 
music and film communities—the ample 
resources and opportunities here for cre-
ative technological innovation are often 
overlooked.

Exposing the Wires
WesHack seeks to remedy this situ-

ation. Scrambled together during Senior 
Week last May by Evan Carmi ’13, 
Julian Applebaum ’13, and Anastasios 
Germanidis ’13, the student group came 
forward with the original goal of provid-
ing a collaborative outlet for the campus’ 
many underutilized computer science 
(CS) enthusiasts.

“I think there’s a lot of CS talent 
on campus, but people don’t really know 
about CS even existing,” said Carmi, who 
devised the idea of hosting a student hack-
athon. “So I thought it would be a really 
good way to raise awareness for applied 
programming, like creating websites, rath-
er than the theoretical study of computer 
science as a discipline.”

Carmi, who currently works as a 
software engineer at Brewster.com, said 
the computer science major is best at 
teaching fundamentals, covering mostly 
the theoretical framework and lower-level 
programming that make up the discipline. 
For developing the skills needed to build 
applications, make websites, and be a well-
rounded developer or engineer, Carmi said 
that students need to find activities on the 
side to supplement their in-class learning.

The Hackathon is meant to pro-
vide just that. Isolating three teams of 
students in the basement of the Exley 
Science Center, the Hackathon at the end 
of last year challenged each team to create, 
design, code, and complete a Wesleyan-
themed web app within 36 hours. This 
year, the organizers extended the competi-
tion from 36 hours to 48, with 12 hours 
of mandatory team rest.

Due to the last-minute nature of its 
creation, WesHack2.0 remained rather in-
sular, and because most of the participants 
graduated following the Senior Week 
Hackathon, the group’s projects then fell 
to the wayside. Makaela Kingsley ’98, 
Director of the Patricelli Center for Social 
Entrepreneurship, said that WesHack is 
aiming higher for the future.

“I think the first Hackathon and 
even this one, for the most part, are seen 
as incubator experiences for students to 
build their skills and get their feet wet,” 
Kingsley said. “As time goes on, though, 
maybe that will shift. Maybe these will be 

looked at as entrepreneurial experiences 
where the best thing that’s built becomes a 
venture of its own, whether it’s an internal 
Wesleyan venture or an external one.”

WesHack expanded its options this 
time around by making the Hackathon 
part of a multi-day-long technology con-
ference, with a bootcamp organized for 
Saturday, Sept. 7 that sought to introduce 
the concepts, terminology, and recent ad-
vancements of the tech world to the aver-
age student.

By showcasing the startups and tech-
nological accomplishments of students 
and alumni, especially of those coming 
from outside the CS major, Dietz and 
Kingsley hope WesHack will reveal the 
tech community to be an inclusive place 
and maybe even inspire current students 
to pursue ventures of their own.

As such, said Kwaku Akoi ’14, the 
Hackathon is far from being the end of the 
University tech community’s ambitions. 
Rather, it’s a jumping-off point.

“It’s out of things like this that some-
thing that will start as a very simple idea 
blows up to become somebody’s life-long 
project,” Akoi said.

Booting Up
“The question is,” Akoi asked, “who 

do we make software for?”
For the Hackathon competitors, the 

answer to that question is fellow students. 
According to the event’s organizers, apps 
should make life at school more fun, more 
efficient, and more productive.

HalfBagel, the team of Cumhur 
Korkut ’17, Tyler Harden ’17, Wei Wang 
’15, and Arthur Burkart ’14, attempts to 
simplify the process of room selection. By 
assembling a database of the campus’ resi-
dence halls, program houses, and wood-
frames, HalfBagel allows users to search 
locations, read about each dorm, create 
housing groups, and register selections.

But Harden said Wesleyan doesn’t 
make compiling this information an easy 
task. Although specifications about houses 
can be gathered from the Residential Life 
website, finding residence hall specifica-
tions requires searching through PDF files.

“For about three hours last night, I 
was manually entering the room data,” 
Harden said during the Hackathon.

WesHappening, composed of Aaron 
Plave ’15, Brian Gapinski  ’14, and Justin 
Raymond ’14, encountered similar prob-
lems when creating its map of where 
events occur on campus. The program 
pulls listings from the University’s official 
calendar and Wesleying’s RSS feed, but 
because formatting on the student blog is 
not standardized, it required more hands-
on tweaking.

“I’m trying to piece it all together,” 
Plave said, flashing his Hackathon com-
puter screen the middle finger.

Plave explained that although he 
attended the last Hackathon, he did not 
enter an app. Kingsley said that pushing 
those background contributors into the 
forefront, especially encouraging freshmen 
to join, was a goal of this year’s Hackathon.

“We want second-string and third-
string people to show up,” Kingsley noted.

Dietz said that in projects like these, 
nobody is unhelpful: whether they’re giv-
ing design suggestions or contributing 
graphics, non-coders provide as much 
strength to a team as programmers.

“People shouldn’t put themselves 
down about how much they know about 
technology,” Dietz said. “I think during 
the course of a competition like this, you 
can surprise yourself with what you’re ca-
pable of.”

The apps created this time around 
also mark a departure for the Hackathon 
in that they can run mostly independently 
of University support. WesHappening’s 
website is still automatically updating each 
day’s events, and an app like WesPartyMap 
can run indefinitely.

“It’s definitely fun, even if it’s tiring,” 
Korkut said.

Designing for People
One floor above the Hackathon, 

Kingsley led a student panel on entrepre-
neurship, showcasing the work of four 
current students who have already created 

something and want to encourage others 
to do the same.

To an audience of over 50 people in 
Tishler Lecture Hall, Kingsley’s panel of 
students described their startups: a Yelp-
like application to trace diasporic business-
es; WES2, the Wesleyan Entrepreurship 
Society; Germinal Fund, a nonprofit that 
gives microloans to Middletown business-
es; and JóòMah, a job-posting platform 
for sub-Saharan Africa.

According to both student and 
alumni entrepreneurs, Wesleyan’s diversity 
of backgrounds and interests provides just 
the space for creative ideas to become dis-
cussed and implemented.

“I knew from the start that for this 
to be viable, I had to bring together differ-
ent people with different viewpoints,” said 
Ted Shabecoff ’16, CEO of the Germinal 
Fund.

Lisa Sy ’13, who took part in last 
year’s Hackathon and works now as a 
product designer at the app consultancy 
firm thoughtbot, inc., said that working 
with other students and alumni developed 
her confidence in the tech field.

Sy majored in American Studies, 
rather than computer science or art, the 
fields in which she now works. That’s not 
uncommon in the university’s tech com-
munity, and members argue that this 
differentiates the university from other 
schools.

“When I first started learning design 

and tech stuff, I didn’t think I was good 
enough: I was not a CS major, I had little 
programming experience, and I don’t like 
math,” Sy wrote. “In some ways, I’m glad 
I wasn’t any of those things. The more 
puzzles I solved, the more gratification I 
gained, and thus, the more motivated I 
was to continue. The thing that pushed 
me the most was perhaps my own deter-
mination to change the status quo and to 
prove to myself that your major does not 
dictate what you do with your life.”

Being a designer, Sy said, is about 
understanding people and observing prob-
lems from various perspectives. According 
to Kingsley, the liberal arts curriculum 
helps create that skillset.

“Human-centric design is the name 
of the game in the tech world now, and 
Wesleyan students have an edge because 
of our interdisciplinary nature,” Kingsley 
said.

Connecting Networks
“What about Wesleyan made it like-

ly for us to end up in technology and start-
ups and digital media?” asked Jake Levine 
’08 in a recent interview with Wesleying. 
“The best explanation that I can come up 
with is that Wesleyan students are creative; 
they like to build things and make things 
that don’t look like what already exists; 
they like challenging existing institutions 
and companies and ways of doing things, 
and they like doing so with personality 
and with a strong sense of where they see 
themselves in the world.”

Levine is the general manger of Digg 
and the inventor of the apps Breakup and 
Makeup Text, and he is excited by the pro-
liferation of digital media interest at the 
university. He also understands the diffi-
culty of breaking into the business, and he 

said he wants to help his fellow creators.
“So much of the industry that I’m 

in is inaccessible by way of a textbook or 
by way of a blog post,” Levine told The 
Argus.

That’s true especially for Levine him-
self: after double majoring in the College 
of Social Studies (CSS) and economics, he 
went into investment banking for a year 
before realizing the tech world, in which 
he grew interested during his junior year, 
was where his heart was set.

He began talking to alumni and 
found that graduates in the tech world not 
only were numerous, but that their con-
versations and advice gave him an invalu-
able boost.

“I realized there was an opportunity 
to bring these people together,” Levine 
said. “They had worked together and had 
no idea they shared the same alma mater.”

Levine spotted an opportunity to 
not only spread awareness, but to provide 
real support to interested members of the 
University community. His inquiries re-
sulted in the creation of Digital Wesleyan, 
a group of alumni and current students 
involved in digital media.

Beginning as simply a mailing list, 
Digital Wesleyan grew into a collection 
of over one thousand contacts, organiz-
ing alumni events in New York City and 
on the West Coast with the help of Alex 
Rosen ’08 and Tim Devane ’09, all for the 
purpose of networking.

“I wanted others to know that there 
were these resources and people who were 
willing to help and give their time,” Levine 
said.

This past year, Digital Wesleyan 
looked to extend its reach into helping 
current students. The group sponsored a 
bus trip of students to New York City for 
a meet-and-greet of tech alumni and even 
raised money to sponsor three summer in-
ternships with tech startups.

Levine encourages students to sim-
ply talk to alumni about their jobs and 
begin building and learning on their own 
time.

“The message I give to all students 
is that however terrifying you think com-
puter science is, however difficult or im-
possible it is, you’re totally wrong,” Levine 
said. “It’s easily understandable; it just 
takes time, and you have to put the energy 
into it, but it pays incredible dividends.”

For the members of WesHack, all 
the resources they need to begin working 
exist at the University already.

Outside of the Computer Science 
Department, both Dietz and Akoi work 
for Instructional Media Services (IMS), 
which plays a large part in developing and 
promoting the use of technology as an 
integral part of education. The program 
currently employs around 80 students, 
nine of whom are programmers. And the 
experience is crucial.

“If you want to sit down and get 
your hands dirty, IMS is the place to go,” 
Dietz said.

Students like Dietz develop innova-
tive technologies for everyday use, includ-
ing the touchscreen computers found in 
many classrooms.

“It’s really something that’s really 
beautiful to see, as over the years, we’ve 

seen so many changes, so many improve-
ments to the way classroom technology 
works,” Aoki said. “It’s phenomenal to 
believe it’s students who do this.”

Information Technology Services 
Specialist Robert Christensen said his pro-
gram provides an education supplemental 
to academics, especially in computer sci-
ence.

“I wanted to create an environment 
where kids could learn, kids could create, 
and kids could explore, get practical pro-
gramming experience,” Christensen said. 
“They allow us to have a lot more dexter-
ity in solving our problems.”

Christensen said the CS major works 
essentially as a feeder system into IMS, al-
though he would like a closer partnership 
with the department because he sees the 
two as mutually beneficial.

“A lot of CS students learn theory, 
which is not a bad thing, but if you’re not 
teaching yourself practical things at the 
same time, you can essentially graduate 
not knowing anything,” Christensen said.

IMS provides those hands-on pro-
gramming skills to students while benefit-
ing from their help with its many on-cam-
pus responsibilities. And Christensen said 
that non-CS majors also thrive in IMS in 
non-programming capacities, accumulat-
ing managerial experience while being en-
couraged to pick up CS skills on the side.

In the larger tech scene, students less 
interested in the technical side of digital 
media still make important contributions.

Sy’s passion for graphic design and 
typography also found a home at the uni-
versity. Along with Carlos Sanchez ’14, 
she began TypeClub, a student-run design 
consultancy with clients ranging from the 
Patricelli Center and ResLife to the under-
graduate Wesleyan Consulting Group.

For people like Sy, all aspects of the 
tech world offer extensions of Wesleyan’s 
devotion to social justice and innovation.

“I think it is important to spread the 
awareness that technology is just another 
platform on which to affect social change 
just as healthcare, business, education, 
public policy, etc. are,” Sy wrote. “... I’d 
say that my entire experience and the com-
munity here at Wesleyan propelled me to 
this path.”

Marketing the Product
Back in Exley, each Hackathon team 

has three and a half hours to present its 
work in progress. The impending deadline 
puts the students in the room in an odd 
mood.

Someone throws a pool noodle 
across the room; people start yelling when 
they realize the video livestream is down; 
everyone picks at food lying around, 
brought in for free by the event’s sponsors.

Harden stands in front of Exley, 
on the sidewalk in the sunlight, a bag of 
Doritos in his hand.

“I haven’t been outside in eight or 
nine hours,” he said. “I’m not normally 
like this.”

But the project showcase provides in-
centive to get to work, and more quickly.  
It’s a chance to bridge the gap between the 
programmers and the public for whom 
they are creating.

“That’s part of the reason we created 
this showcase, so people actually get to see 
and hear from the programmers them-
selves what they’ve been working on, and 
for people to put in a vote on what their 
choice of app is,” Dietz said. “We’re trying 
to make it as interactive as possible. The 
sort of thing where people get to have a 
voice with the kinds of technology that’s 
been created for Wesleyan students, by 
Wesleyan students, on campus.”

Wesleyan’s digital media network 
acts as a large-scale feedback loop. The 
University and its alumni provide oppor-
tunities for students to innovate, collabo-
rating to solve problems with other stu-
dents, who in turn provide opportunities 
for their peers.

According to people like Kingsley 
and Sy, every student is a potential con-
tributor.

“The critical analysis and research 
skills we get from our Wesleyan education 
are the foundation,” Sy said. “Technology 
is just the implementation.”

SHANNON WELCH/STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Wesleyan’s tech community came together for the second annual 
Hackathon.
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WesCeleb

Jalen Alexander
’14
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Jalen Alexander ’14 is a modern-day 
Renaissance man. With intellectual pur-
suits that range from statistical consulting 
to sociology, long-term aspirations that in-
clude educational policy and psychology, 
and weekend plans that just might include 
DJing a campus party, Alexander dabbles 
in nearly everything.

Parked at a table outside Usdan, 
Alexander took twenty minutes in his 
insanely busy schedule—his afternoon 
included two other meetings, a dinner ob-
ligation, and a workout—to discuss racial 
profiling on campus, the possibility of his 
going into politics, and being the valedic-
torian of his Missouri high school.

The Argus: Why do you think you’re a 
WesCeleb?
Jalen Alexander: I think that throughout 
my years at Wesleyan I’ve been involved. 
I started early during my freshman year 
in various student activist groups, and 
that kind of developed; my name spread 
throughout the years. I started in my fresh-
man year taking leadership in Ujamaa, 
which is the student of color organiza-
tion on campus. So I joined the board my 
freshman year, and since then it’s expand-
ed into Residential Life. I’ve done a lot of 
work with the WSA, and now I’m on the 
board of Invisible Men, so I kind of have 
my hands in a lot different things.

A: What’s the most exciting thing you’re 
doing right now?

By Jenny Davis
Staff Writer

JA: I think all of the things I’m doing 
are exciting. Since it’s senior year, I kind 
of have to put everything out there that I 
can, so it’s a really big year for me. Over 
the years I’ve decided to do the things that 
I’m passionate about and really love to do, 
so with some groups I’ve had to take a step 
back.

I’m on the board of Invisible Man, 
and that’s a really big priority for me, and 
I’m the head resident for Bennett, Clark, 
and 200 Church. I believe in developing 
RAs so that they’re better and better every 
year. So those are two really important 
things for me. Also, the Traverse Square tu-
toring program—I’ve been a coordinator 
going on my third year, and that’s a very 
important thing in being involved in the 
community for me.

A: What’s Invisible Man?
JA: It’s a male [student-of-color] student 
organization. We’ve been around for quite 
a while. We do a lot of student activism 
both in the form of mentorship, so bring-
ing in freshmen and sophomores coming 
into Wesleyan, making sure they feel wel-
come in the community, and we also do a 
lot of activities throughout the year. One 
thing we did last year, which was a really 
big hit, was we threw a party with the lo-
cal fraternity and all the proceeds—[we 
raised] money and we gathered canned 
goods and boxed goods—went to local 
families in need for Thanksgiving. So we 
do different events like that. And I worked 
on a collaboration with Traverse Square 
and Invisible Men. We do a lot of work 

in the Wesleyan community, making sure 
people feel welcomed in and invited, but 
also branching out and working with other 
student groups.

A: What makes being a man of color at 
Wesleyan challenging?
JA: I think there are a lot of invisible—
ha, no pun intended—challenges that we 
face. I think one challenge we faced last 
year, which led up to the student forum 
“Diversity University,” was that racial pro-
filing was happening, and we weren’t re-
ally sure who to go to about those issues. 
You know, public safety issues weren’t very 
transparent, so there were many issues on 
campus just as far as feeling welcomed go-
ing places. We face the challenge of mak-
ing sure these issues are known, and that 
they are still relevant today, whether it’s in 
the classroom or in the dining hall, or in 
residential spaces.

A: Can you think of a specific time when 
you or someone you mentored felt unwel-
comed here?
JA: There are things as little as when you’re 
walking down in front of Exley and you 
see someone cross the street because they 
don’t know you. So little things like that to 
larger things on campus, like being asked 
for your WesID by Public Safety. For some 
people it’s a daily occurrence, but for me 
I’ve had the benefit that many people 
know me on campus, so there’s less of a 
fear of stigma. But with Public Safety [of-
ficers] who don’t know me, it’s an issue.

A: About your involvement with 
Residential Life: Would you like to see 
more program housing for younger stu-
dents, or is it good the way it is?
JA: You know, I think there are benefits 
to waiting for your sophomore year to do 
that. It’s hard to strike that balance because 
I think it would be great for freshmen to 
enter into these communities, but then I 
can also see the benefit of giving them a 
chance to find themselves in the context of 
Wesleyan, which can be a very hard thing 
to do, and then say they want to experi-
ence a community-based living house.

A: What do you study here? What’s going 

on in the classroom?
JA: I’m a psychology and sociology dou-
ble-major. I also do a lot of work for the 
QAC, which is the Quantitative Analysis 
Center, so right now I’m a TA for a data 
analysis class. It’s my third time TA-ing this 
class, and I also TA “Statistical Consulting” 
in the spring, so that’s really been my aca-
demic focus: using statistical and data 
analysis to do more applied work in both 
psychology and sociology.

A: Does your knowledge of psychology 
change the way you think about racial 
profiling?
JA: I think it gives me a backing in un-
derstanding how it affects people, so being 
able to have conversations with people and 
empathize even if there are some things 
that I haven’t experienced. I’ve had certain 
experiences as an African-American male 
who identifies with African-American cul-
ture at Wesleyan, but there are certain cul-
tures that I don’t necessarily identify with, 
so being able to empathize and have those 
tough conversations even when I don’t 
exactly have that life experience has really 
helped in both psychology and sociology.

A: So what’s the next step for you?
JA: That’s a big question. Ultimately I 
want to do a JD-PhD program, so con-
tinuing in psychology for the PhD and 
also doing law.

A: What kind of law?
JA: Educational policy. I’ve been think-
ing about taking off a year or two to do 
a—well, I don’t want to name a specific 
program—but doing a Teach for America-
esque program to get in-the-classroom ex-
perience. I think having the experience in 
the classroom will be great to then translate 
and inform the policy decisions I make.

A: What were your own educational expe-
riences before Wesleyan?

JA: I came from a really poor back-
ground, both socio-economically and 
academically. My school was on the verge 
of losing accreditation every few years. I 
graduated valedictorian, but I graduated 
valedictorian of a school that wasn’t as aca-
demically rigorous as it could have been, so 

it was challenging to come to Wesleyan…. 
My first semester—my first year—it was 
hard to adapt to that and forced me to get 
on my game early.

I also had the opportunity to do a 
program called LEDA, which is Leadership 
Enterprise for a Diverse America, going 
into my senior year in high school, and 
we did a tour of schools in the Northeast. 
Wesleyan was one of those schools, and 
I kind of just felt at home here. Before 
LEDA, I didn’t know what Wesleyan was, 
so I think being able to come here was a 
great opportunity to step out of my com-
fort zone—I’m from Missouri—and get 
that education.

A: Do you think that you’ll return to 
Missouri at some point?
JA: Yeah. That’s my ultimate goal, to use 
the experience and the knowledge and also 
the resources that I’ve gained, to work in 
the educational field and improve that 
situation back home, but also to further 
engage the community. There are a lot of 
opportunities around, but a lot of resourc-
es aren’t tapped into. It’s so different being 
in the Northeast for so long, and I want to 
stay here for graduate school, but my ulti-
mate goal is to help the community.

A: Are politics in your future?
JA: I don’t know. If I see that as the best 
way to affect change, I’d entertain it at 
that point. My ultimate goal is to affect 
change in the community but also in the 
wider world, you know, if I want to be that 
grandiose.

A: Is there anything else that I didn’t ask 
that feels important?
JA: I have a very eclectic background. I 
do a little bit of everything. And I think 
that that’s what’s been able to sustain, over 
the four years, my still being relevant. 
[Laughs.] Because it’s hard—some people 
get stuck in one thing, and they’re known 
as the person who does this. It’s good 
that Jalen isn’t just the person who tutors 
kids—and that’s a great thing to be known 
for—but he’s also the Jalen who likes to 
have fun and be the campus DJ, and work 
in Residential Life to build community. I 
try really hard not to be fit into a box.

Bridging the Gap: Students Reflect on Taking Time Off

Upon returning to the United 
States after five months in Cameroon, 
Sara Feldman ’17 was surprised to be 
able to turn on her kitchen sink and fill 
up her water bottle.

“First of all, the water comes out, 
and second of all, I don’t have to purify 
it,” she said.

Clean water was not all Feldman 
missed during her gap year: she learned 
of the Boston marathon bombings last 
April on CNN, in a Cameroonian vil-
lage thousands of miles of away from 
her home in Lexington, MA.

“Someone was like, ‘Look on 
TV!’” Feldman said. “My family and 
friends were dealing with such a dire 
situation, and I felt so far removed. 
Obviously my parents had been wor-
ried about my safety, and meanwhile 
in Boston there are these bombings. It 
goes to show you that you can’t judge 
safety by where you are.”

The same holds true for some 
other students who took gap years: 
they ended up finding safety, and even 
nirvana, far away from home. Zachary 
Kramer ’17, who traveled through 
Australia, New Zealand, Southeast 
Asia, and Israel during his gap year, 
recalled stumbling upon a meditation 
hostel south of Sydney.

“There was no speaking, eye con-
tact, writing, reading, or technology,” 
he said. “Buddha said, ‘This is the way 
to mediate, this is how to get enlight-
ened.’ They feed you three meals a day, 
all vegetarian, and you just sit. You just 
eat, sleep, and mediate. All you’re try-
ing to do is clear your mind. But it’s 
so exciting, because all your childhood 
memories are coming back, and you’re 
having the best ideas ever, but you have 

By Jenny Davis
StaffWriter

to block them out of your mind to get 
to that blank space.”

After Australia, Kramer’s once-
in-a-lifetime adventure continued. He 
dug rice patties and planted banana 
trees in Thailand before walking across 
the border to Cambodia.

“I got to touch the walls of the 
temples at Angkor Wat,” Kramer said. 
“They’re going to close them down to 
the public really soon, but I climbed 
over them. Crazy.”

For Kramer, abandoning a fast-
paced American lifestyle after high 
school—he is a native of Bethesda, 
MD—was the obvious choice.

“I joke that I had a lot of reading 
to catch up on,” he said. “And that’s 
sort of true. I’d been part of the struc-
tured educational system for 13 years. 
I’m a very independent person, and I’m 
enthusiastic about being an individual. 
I knew I was going to college. This was 
my chance to see amazing things and 
enjoy my life.”

Others struggled with the decision 
to take a break. Emily Pfoutz ’16 began 
as a member of the Class of 2015; she 
left school after a month and spent the 
rest of that year training horses in her 
native Iowa, as well as volunteering and 
backpacking in Thailand.

“It felt shameful at first to leave 
when all my friends were in college,” 
Pfoutz said. “I loved Wesleyan, but 
I was just really burnt out from high 
school, not grounded. I couldn’t take 
advantage of the things here, because I 
had no direction at all.”

Like Kramer, Pfoutz saw her year 
as an opportunity to take a hiatus from 
the educational system in which she 
had been entrenched for most of her 
life and to tap into unconventional 
wisdom.

“I went to a pretty competitive, 

typical college prep school on the East 
Coast,” she said. “I loved it, did well, 
and was always busy. I was so excited 
for Wesleyan, and very much on that 
path, but I started to lose the point of 
why I was doing it. I met these back-
packers in Thailand who weren’t in 
school, but they knew how to connect 
to people to get the most out of life.”

Kramer’s similar opportunity to be 
less heady unleashed zealous creativity, 
which culminated when he was har-
vesting apples in Israel. His year ended 
with a Birthright trip, offered to Jewish 
teenagers.

“In Israel I rewrote the story of 
Genesis, and it’s super weird in a dif-
ferent way,” Kramer said. “I had a lot 
of intellectual energy—that sounds so 
pretentious—that had nowhere to go, 
and it came out in this manic typing 
episode. It was pretty cool.”

Yael Horowitz ’17 also traveled to 
the Promised Land, though she went 
as a member of Workshop, a gap-year 
program that facilitates conversations 
about the Zionist youth movement and 
placed Horowitz into communal living 
on a kibbutz.

“There was one bank account,” 
Horowitz said. “We did all the dishes 
together. It was a socialist lifestyle. I 
hadn’t ever lived in a commune before, 
and it’s really hard. Basically, you’re 
putting 22 18-year-olds in one house 
with tiny rooms, and telling them to 
cook for themselves, clean for them-
selves, and share all their money for 
the first time. It challenges you on a 
personal level, and our relationships 
were based on something extremely 
real.”

Horowitz’s year carried a service 
component as well: After her time on 
the kibbutz, she relocated to a city to 
partake in what is referred to as “revolu-

tionary service.”
“I worked with Ethiopian Jewish 

kids in one of the worst neighborhoods 
in the city, doing in-school and after-
school programs three times a week,” 
she said.

Born in the United States, 
Horowitz spent most of her childhood 
in Tanzania with her parents, who are 
partially Israeli. Like Pfoutz, she found 
herself ready to take a break from 
school.

“I became so tired of academics, 
of grading, of measuring myself by my 
grades,” she said. “I wanted to measure 
myself in a different way. I had lived in 
places without big Jewish communities, 
and I wanted to go back to my roots 
and explore my heritage.”

Horowitz’s return from Israel col-
lided head-on with her freshman year. 
Already, she’s sensed a difference be-
tween herself and her peers.

“There’s the freshman mentality 
of ‘Oh my God, I’m living alone for the 
first time!’” Horowitz said. “I feel a lot 
more mellow. I can go to bed at 10 on 
a Saturday night if that’s what I need 
to do.”

Kramer shared this sense of dis-
tance from peers.

“I don’t get FOMO—fear of miss-
ing out,” he said. “When you’re abroad, 
you have to be super decisive. You have 
to get yourself food, find out where 
you’re going to sleep, and find your way 
to places. People would’ve classified me 
as a confident and directed person be-
fore I left, but now even more so. Just 
seeing people getting wasted, I’m like, ‘I 
don’t get it.’ I like to sit down with one 
person and have a conversation.”

Feldman, too, feels more mature 
and real-world-ready after her chal-
lenging, high-paced job for a non-
governmental organization in Africa. 

She did, though, report that she often 
felt weighed down by the enormity and 
the complexity of her task. For her job, 
Feldman promoted the use of often-
discarded natural fibers—the leaves of 
banana fruits, for example—to make 
sellable items for people in poverty.

“It’s going to be five years before 
anything gets done,” she said. “I don’t 
think I changed lives. But I did some-
thing there—something happened.”

That elusive “something” is what 
now propels Feldman’s academic career.

“I still don’t know what I want my 
career to be but I know I want to do 
something with the environment,” she 
said. “I know I want to be going abroad 
and learning other languages.”

For Pfoutz, too, travel was clarify-
ing.

“It was mostly empowering that I 
had made a decision for my own health 
rather than to fit with what everyone 
else thought I should do,” she said. 
“Traveling to Thailand and staying in 
local villages made me interested in an-
thropology, but it also confirmed the 
fact that I want to work with people, 
traveling and learning languages. I 
came into Wesleyan wanting to be pre-
vet, but I found myself more interested 
in people.”

Feldman noted that her experi-
ence in Africa often intertwines with 
her classes.

“I’m in the Environment and 
Society in Africa class—I just signed up 
for it because Africa was in the title,” 
she said. “Now I can relate to every-
thing that’s mentioned in class. We 
were just learning about the domestica-
tion of crops like yams and palms for 
palm oil. I worked with the farmers 
who grow yams and the farmers who 
grow palms for palm oil. I know what 
that tastes like.”
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WEEKEND IN REVIEW

Clockwise from top: Majical Cloudz performs at Eclectic; K∆leidoscope 
(Keenan Burgess ’16) makes beats at WestCo Café; Sylvan Esso 
plays at WestCo Café; Tom Zetterstrom’s photographs hang at the 
Mansfield Freeman Center for East Asian Studies.

LAUREN CHANG/STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

NOAH MERTZ/CONTRIBUTING PHOTOGRAPHER

NOAH MERTZ/CONTRIBUTING PHOTOGRAPHER

EKI RAMADAN/STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
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Submitted by Lillian Holman and Andreas Streuli
Film Board Representatives

Another great program of films are lined up for this week at the Film 
Series. Start it off with a much beloved, truly hilarious rock mockumen-
tary, enjoy the chilling yet wildly thrilling “A Separation,” indulge your 
school pride with Whedon’s latest, and top it all off with the stylistically 
dazzling “Soy Cuba.”

THIS IS SPINAL TAP
1984. USA. Dir: Rob Reiner. With Christopher Guest, Harry Shearer. 
82 min.
WEDNESDAY, Sept. 18. 8 p.m. $5
What better way to get excited than a few 
quotes?
“They’re two distinct types of visionaries. It’s 
like fire and ice. Basically I feel my role in the 
band is to be somewhere in the middle of that, 
kind of like lukewarm water.” —Derek Smalls
“I believe virtually everything I read, and I 
think that is what makes me more of a selec-
tive human than someone who doesn’t believe 
anything.” —David St. Hubbins
“You can’t really dust for vomit.” —Nigel 
Tufnel

A SEPARATION
2010. Iran. Dir: Asghar Farhadi. With Leila Hatami. 123 min.
THURSDAY, Sept. 19. 8 p.m. Free.

No one could have quite 
predicted the attention this low-
budget Iranian art house film 
(winner of the esteemed Golden 
Bear at the Berlin Film Festival) 
was to receive upon its American 
release at the end of 2011: the 
Oscar nominations for not only 
Best Foreign Language Film, but 
also Best Screenplay; the director 
Ashgar Faradi being named one of 

the “100 Most Influential People” by Time Magazine; and the film even 
receiving a theatrical run at major theater chains, a feat that, for a film of 
this nature, is astounding to say the least.  The truth is it deserves every-
thing—it’s that good. Despite its thematically prismatic nature, it plays 
like the best type of thriller, a devastatingly moving disquisition on the 
complexities of the human experience. For extra fun, Executive V.P. at 
Sony Pictures Classics Dylan Leiner ’93 will come as a speaker, to kick off 
the Middle Eastern series in style.

MUCH ADO ABOUT NOTHING
2012. USA. Dir: Joss Whedon. With Amy Acker, Alexis Denisof. 109 
min.
FRIDAY Sept. 
20. 8 P.M. $5

The story be-
hind this unique 
Shakespeare ad-
aptation has been 
well told by now. 
Instead of tak-
ing a vacation af-
ter filming “The 
Avengers,” ac-
claimed director, 
writer, and Wes alum Joss Whedon assembled his team of reliable and 
fantastic actors to come and film “Much Ado About Nothing” exclusively 
at his house. What came out of that passion project is both a beauti-
ful and fantastically funny piece of cinema. It has Amy Acker and Alexis 
Denisof shining at both of their comedic and dramatic peaks. I dare you 
not to be moved by Amy’s big speech or laugh out loud at Alexis’ push-
ups. Meanwhile you get to enjoy Agent Coulson in a completely different 
context and appreciate Nathon Fillion as the lovable buffoon you always 
knew he could be. They are all filmed in beautiful black and white and the 
setting is treated as lovingly as the people. It makes for perhaps the most 
delightful two hours of your week.

SOY CUBA (I AM CUBA)
1964. Cuba/USSR. Dir: Mikhail Kalatozov. 
With Sergio Corrieri. 141 min..
SATURDAY Sept. 21. 8 p.m. Free.

“Soy Cuba” is a beautiful example of the 
power of cinema. Regardless of your political 
affiliation, it is a film that expertly uses imag-
ery to engage emotionally with the viewer and 
expose deep-seated tensions in a revolution-
torn Cuba. Today it can be appreciated for its 
craftsmanship and the way it captures a very 
unique moment in history. Even with its bias, 
you’ll come out with a far greater understand-
ing both of Cuba and the power of documen-
tary film.

The Cine-Files

C/O WWW.SWIDE.COM

C/O WWW.THEFILMBRIEF.COM

C/O WWW.UPPCINEMA.CO.UK

C/O DOYOONKIM.COM
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By Hazem Fahmy
Contributing Writer

There’s a play written exclusively in 
palindromes: are you curious yet? As it 
promised, “Yawn a More Roman Way” 
delivered fifty minutes of dialogue entire-
ly in palindromes. Indeed, the absurdist 
experimental production written and 
directed by Coz Deicke ’15 presented a 
theatrical experience unlike any other, 
making for an incredibly unique project. 
However, it wasn’t without shortcomings.

While palindromes powerfully en-
riched the play’s dialogue, they acted as 
double-edged swords. Dialogue proved 
highly difficult to keep up with at many 
times, and a good number of the signifi-
cant plot points were occasionally lost in 
the audience’s attempt to keep up with 
it. The dialogue between the characters 
at numerous points felt both forced and 
unconvincing, as though they were aware 
of their situations rather than naturally 
experiencing them. While this may have 
been intended as part of the humor that 
comes along with the palindromes, the 
humor wasn’t always conveyed success-
fully.

Furthermore, the plot was, to say 
the least, highly confusing and, for the 
most part, a challenge to follow. While 
its non-linear progression excellently ac-
cented the overall unorthodox nature of 
the play, the audience, even at the end, 
was left without an understanding of 
what happened.

Ambiguity certainly has its merits, 
but not when such confusion fails to pro-
vide a further meaning for the audience. 
In addition, there were a few plot points 
that were overly nonsensical and did not 
seem to add anything substantial to the 
production, including the appearance 
of a dog deity. These issues, paired with 

Palindromes Dominate the ’92 
In “Yawn a More Roman Way”

the very hazy relationships between some 
of the characters, caused a great portion 
of viewing the play to be spent in plain 
confusion.

The play is still impressive. The over-
arching theme of insanity, ingrained in 
virtually every scene, was reflected tremen-
dously. Highly minute details brought the 
characters to life and brilliantly absorbed 
the audience into their small peculiar 
worlds, particularly fruit obsessions in 
the form of papaya fights and banana ad-
dictions. Not to mention the sheer intel-
ligence of the palindromes, which were 
always present. The excellent consistency 
of symbolism expressed through repeated 
objects, movements, and, of course, pal-
indromes not only greatly contributed to 
this insane play world, but also defined 
an unparalleled joy in being an audience 
member.

The small cast of four, consisting 
of Amanda Sonnenschein ’14, Maddy 
Oswald ’14, Christian Schneider ’14, and 
Matthew Krakaur ’14, had known and 

worked with each other for a significant 
amount of time beforehand; all have acted 
at The University since their first semes-
ters. None had actually done such a pro-
duction before, and neither had Deicke, 
making it an absurdist debut for the en-
tire crew. They stated that it was highly 
challenging for them to pull it off given 
the time crunch (rehearsal time was only 
two weeks) and the emphasis on physical 
movement to supplement the dialogue. 
Deicke himself was initially inspired by 
the prospect of palindromes during his 
freshman year, and so did not find it that 
difficult to actually write the play.

No matter what flaws it has, Deicke’s 
“Yawn a More Roman Way” maintains 
literary ambition. It is by no means a dis-
appointment, being the first of its kind to 
be produced at the University, and will 
surely delight even more audiences if it is 
ever revived. With a little more time for 
preparation and polishing, the play would 
have probably not suffered most of its de-
but issues.

Amanda Sonnenschein ’14 lights up in the ’92 this weekend.
ANDY RIBNER/FOOD EDITOR

By Meg Derecat
Contributing Writer

A man smiling behind a melting 
popsicle; a grandmother braiding the 
hair of her studious granddaughter; 
another man selling scraps of tin on a 
street; a bricklayer; an egg vendor with 
his eggs piled up in front of him—
these are just a few of the images 
that are displayed in “Faces of China, 
1981” at the Mansfield Freeman 
Center for East Asian Studies. The 
exhibition allows viewers a glimpse 
into the life of the Chinese workers 
and middle class at the beginning of 
Deng Xiaoping’s Reform and Opening 
Up policy in 1981. The photographer, 
Tom Zetterstrom, portrays this chang-
ing culture in a diverse and endearing 
way.

The majority of the photos are 
portraits, and to capture the shots, 
Zetterstrom said at Wednesday’s gal-
lery opening, he essentially laid down 
in front of his subjects. This intimacy 
between artist and subject was a chal-
lenge for Zetterstrom—he described 
his Chinese language skills as “pa-
thetic,” and noted that he was able 
to bond with the people in his pho-
tographs purely through his approach 
of being an innocent and foreign pho-
tographer asking to document their 
lives. Zetterstrom focused specifically 
on hands and faces in his photographs.

“I was allowed to go totally free 
with no assignment, no knowledge, 
complete ignorance, and I think 
their roles in life drew me to them,” 
Zetterstrom said. “Their extraordi-
narily tough and hard life was ex-
pressed in their faces, and I think I just 
saw a depth there.”

East Asian Studies Building 
Features “Faces of China, 1981”

These “extraordinarily tough 
and hard” lives were a result of living 
through the Cultural Revolution, the 
social-political movement set forth 
by Mao Zedong from 1966 to 1976 
that Zetterstrom said crippled China 
politically, economically, and socially. 
Zetterstrom said that by being able to 
photograph a society emerging from 
such a tumultuous time, he was able 
to experience their culture in a totally 
unique way.

“I just think that I was open to it,” 
Zetterstrom said. “And within a week 
or two, I had a sense that this is what 
truly interests me.”

As I wandered around the room 
looking at the photographs, many in-
dicated the presence that Mao Zedong 
had in the daily life of the Chinese peo-
ple during this era. Zetterstrom subtly 
contrasts the still-present traditional 
values and the impending shift toward 
modernity. One of the photos depicts 
a television screen showing a program 
with a woman in it, while another 
showcases an Imperial Official dressed 

in all his regalia. These opposing truths 
are the core of Zetterstrom’s exhibi-
tion, and show how China was on the 
brink of complete change, but was still 
grasping at a few strings that connected 
it to older, more traditional values.

Richard Field, a retired professor 
who taught at the University for years, 
and was formerly the curator of the 
Davison Art Center, attended the gal-
lery opening.

“[An artist must] always be aware 
of how they are affecting the viewers,” 
Field said.

Field explained that he was a huge 
fan of the collection and the approach 
that went with it: Zetterstrom had fig-
ured out how to intimately portray his 
subjects in their world.

The exhibit was both moving 
and whimsical, introspective and in-
formative. Every student that has even 
an hour to spare between now and 
December should venture out to the 
Mansfield Freeman Center for East 
Asian Studies and take a peek into 
what life was like in 1980s China.

Tom Zetterstrom introduced his photographs to the East Asian 
Studies department last Wednesday. 

EKI RAMADAN/STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
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By Chris Roth
Staff Writer

“Introspection, what am I really 
like inside?” asks MGMT’s Andrew 
VanWyngarden ’05, as he doubts the 
fundamental process that aids us in 
forming our identities. He realizes that 
introspection is inherently biased; as 
we look inside, we bring in all of the 
things we’ve learned from our integra-
tion with society.

He continues, “Introspection, 
why have all the prophets lied?” Now 
he goes a step further and doubts the 
legitimacy of the teachings that we in-
voke in self-analysis. Having discount-
ed introspection, for its inherent bias 
and the fallacy of this bias, he turns to 
blind faith in an attempt to dissect his 
universe. “There’s a season when I will 
find out where I am/And there’s a rea-
son, and I will someday find the plan.”

This chorus embodies the sen-
timent of MGMT’s self-titled new 
album. It is a condemnation of tradi-
tional thought processes and an appeal 
to something less abstract and more 
human.

MGMT’s distaste for societal 
norms is nothing new. After gain-
ing  myriad followers through its first 
album, Oracular Spectacular, largely 
based on the success of three hit sin-
gles, MGMT put out a second album, 
Congratulations, designed to be eso-

MGMT Get “Introspective” On Self-Titled Album
teric. They looked to weed out those 
unwilling to step away from the hustle 
bustle, smoke a joint, and completely 
immerse themselves.

On their latest album, they not 
only exclude the common person, but 
they also make a mockery of hir. On 
“Your Life Is A Lie,” Vanwyngarden 
sings, “To live a life/Waiting to die/
Not knowing that/Your life is a lie.” 
He is commenting on the monotony 
of most people’s lives and how many 
of the things that people value are in-
consequential. The condescension in 
these lyrics is mirrored in the music, as 
MGMT constructs the entire song out 
of two chords.

While the melody and chord 
structure of “Your Life Is A Lie” is 
strikingly simple, many of the other 
songs contain sophisticated melodies. 
The lead single and opening track 
“Alien Days” is like a roller coaster: as 
soon as the listener becomes comfort-
able, the melody changes direction.

To the casual listener bumping 
the radio on a commute home from 
work, this song is unimpressive; it 
doesn’t have the hook to catch the ears 
of most. But to the music aficionado 
engulfed in top-of-the-line Bose head-
phones, the song is gorgeous. It is de-
signed for the listener “who love[s] the 
alien days/The nonstop alien days;” 
who allows music to take hir into an 
alternate universe.

Another great song is “Plenty 
Of Girls In The Sea,” on which 
VanWyngarden opens with the line 
“There’s plenty of girls in the sea/And 
plenty of seeds in a lemon.” In com-
paring the act of looking for girls to 
date to something so banal as seeds in a 
lemon, he shows his disdain for the act.

The source for this sentiment is 
revealed in the lyrics, “The lifeguard 
admits, his whistle in hand/That it 
isn’t the muscle, it isn’t the tan” and 
“The bartender concedes, from in-
side his vest/That none of the best 
ones were ever the best.” His lack of 
endorsement of dating isn’t due to an 
aversion to sexuality or social inter-
action but rather to the value system 
that we apply to judging others during 
these endeavors.

He scraps this value system based 
on societal norms for an existential so-
lution, “Cause there’s plenty of girls in 
the sea/Whenever you want there to 
be.” He is saying that if we look out-
side of our value system, and toward 
what we instinctively like, we find that 
there is plenty to like out there. This 
idea isn’t only applicable to dating but 
to the entire expanse of the world that 
we judge.

This idea, that our instincts are 
more important than societal values, is 
the centerpiece of the album’s message.

The question of evaluating this 
album as a whole is tricky because in 

Wes alums Andrew VanWynGarden ’05 and Benjamin Goldwasser ’05 
of MGMT introduce their self-titled new album. 

C/O MSTARZ.COM

some sense, the nature of the lyrics 
forces the listener to take a side. Will 
you side with MGMT and their dis-
dain for convention, or will you stand 
by your common ways and dismiss 
MGMT as pretentious?

I fall somewhere in the middle. I 
understand many of MGMT’s objec-
tions to societal norms, but I fail to see 
the positive vision that they promote. 

Observing their unique position—
having both the gift to be able to do 
what they truly love for a living and 
the money to defy social norms while 
living comfortably—serves to further 
elucidate the skewness of their claims. 
I endorse this album as something fun 
to listen to when one has the time, but 
I certainly don’t endorse it as a gateway 
toward a more truthful existence.
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By Rohan Samarth
Contributing Writer

Evidenced by the pre-show tweet, 
“thunderstorm/dark & stormy night + 
first show of the year + prop coffin + 
frat house = you tell me,” even Majical 
Cloudz was unsure of what its show 
with Ben Seratan ’10 at Eclectic last 
Thursday would entail. Consisting of 
singer-songwriter Devon Welsh and 
producer Matthew Otto, the band 
makes music that could vaguely be 
classified as “synth-pop,” but its stark 
sonic minimalism and emotional inti-
macy both seem in opposition to the 
upbeat grandiosity generally associated 
with the genre.

Hailing from Montreal, the group 
fits into a loose and varied collective 
of Canadian artists, all connected by 
their difficulty to place neatly into any 
recognizable genre trends. Like previ-
ous label-mates Grimes, Doldrums, 
and Braids, Majical Cloudz sprang 
from the metaphoric left-field in form-
ing a highly personal, idiosyncratic 
sound and aesthetic. Earlier this year, 
the band released its second album, 
Impersonator, on Matador Records to 
high critical praise.

Majical Cloudz is far less grim in-
person than their music might suggest, 
and the show incorporated spontane-
ous antics that included the follow-
ing: pogoing to melancholic musical 
musings on identity-loss, an a cappella 
interlude on friendship that silenced a 
crowd of drunk college kids, and one 
meditation on death sung from within 
the prop coffin (ending with Devon 
triumphantly rising from within, in 
some serendipitous metaphor of con-
quering the afterlife). After the show, I 
sat down with Devon on Eclectic’s ten-
foot throne-sofa to discuss his recent 
experiences on tour.

The Argus: This coffin was an interest-
ing element to the show tonight…
Devon Welsh: Oh no, yeah, first thing 
in the interview, I want to go on record: 
we do not bring a coffin with us on the 
road. That was just here. But I think 
it was ironically fitting, ’cause a lot of 
our songs touch on death…but more 
in a positive light, rather than a kind of 
death-obsession. We drive a four-door 
Hyundai rental car—so no room for 
coffins.

A: This was your first college campus 
show. How did you feel it went? What 
do you think of the venue?
DW: There were things I really liked 
about the environment and the show it-
self and there were things that could’ve 
been different, but the good parts were 
kinda inseparable from the parts that 
were more a struggle. The energy of a 
lot of young people at college seeing 
a show in September—that’s a lot of 
positive energy. That’s all you can ask 
for. These are people who are—what’s 
the word—unjaded in their musical 
experience. My experience touring has 
been that shows with young people, all-

Head in the Cloudz: An Interview with Devon Welsh
ages shows, are the best environments 
for that reason.

But the struggle that comes with 
that is it just becomes, like, a wild 
party: People come not only to see 
the show, but to hang out. At a typical 
venue space, you pay for the ticket, you 
go to see the show, and that’s the only 
reason you’re there. It was different 
here, but I think that’s a good thing. I 
don’t think a band needs everyone al-
ways paying attention all the time. And 
a lot of people were [paying attention]. 
I appreciated the energy of the whole 
thing.

A: It was interesting how the a cappella 
really quieted people down, though.
DW: Yeah, yeah, the a cappella brought 
people in. In normal venue spaces, that 
song often has the effect of really fo-
cusing people, but I was unsure when 
we started playing it tonight whether it 
was gonna focus people or be the end 
of focus.

A: How has the transition been from 
playing as an opening act to touring 
as the headliners at every show? Has it 
changed the performance style at all?
DW: It’s a total world of difference. If it 
doesn’t go well as an opener, you shrug 
it off, because, well, they weren’t there 
to hear your music. But as a headliner, 
people are coming because they’re in-
terested in your music and they want to 
see it in a live context. If it’s a bad show, 
and there’s not a lot of people there…
Sorry, that’s an incorrect distinction, 
sometimes it can be a great show with 
only ten people there. But yeah, all of 
the burden of success is on you: making 
sure the environment is right, the light-
ing, the songs that play beforehand….
It’s all under your control. Being a sup-
port act is kind of like riding a bike 
with the training wheels on; there’s a 
safety net. As a headliner, the wheels are 
off, and a world of responsibility and 
creative freedom open up to you.

A: Many artists gravitate more toward 
either the recording process or the per-
formance. How have the two compared 
for you?
DW: If I had to choose one thing that’s 
integral to the life of the band I’d have 
to choose the live performance. And 
I think the single live show is where I 
think we’re best, as opposed to the no-
tion of “the tour.” I think the amount 
that bands have to tour today is too 
much. I think it overextends the cre-
ative life of the act. I don’t know if 
that’s answering the question. I feel the 
most important aspect of the band is 
the live context, because I see our mu-
sic as being more than just the songs 
themselves: it’s more about the way 
that they can interact with an audience, 
talk to people. This show may not have 
been a good example of that: a lot of 
energy was spent keeping the focus. 
But when you have the focus, there’s a 
lot you can do beyond the music itself.

A: One word that everyone seems to 

toss around when describing your mu-
sic is “confessional.” Do you ever reveal 
things in your public life as Majical 
Cloudz that you don’t reveal in per-
sonal interactions?
DW: Yeah, lots of things. Most of the 
things in the songs that we play are 
probably things that I just find a lyrical 
way of expressing that I don’t express 
in everyday life. It’s reflective thinking 
that doesn’t really have a space in your 
public life day-to-day.

A: You’ve called your act theatrical in 
the past. When I write music, I some-
times have a fear of giving off too heavy 
an affectation, like I’m getting inau-
thentically or self-indulgently cheesy. 
What are your thoughts on melodrama 
in music, yours and others?
DW: That’s a really fine line and I feel 
like our music kind of walks that line to 
a certain extent. I don’t know if there’s 
really an easy answer to that. I think the 
way to avoid melodrama is not by ton-
ing it down or reserving yourself, but 
by thinking about what the audience 
is going to be hearing and experienc-
ing, and making your expression clear. 
A person can unload their emotions on 
a microphone, and that’s all authen-
tic to them. But if it’s not structured 
properly it comes off to an audience as 
emotional overflow. But if you consider 
the audience’s reception of that emo-
tional content, if the fat is trimmed 
around that expression, then you can 
avoid detouring into melodrama. It’s 
the difference between a long flowery 
sentence that’s packed with meaning-
less adjectives and adverbs, versus very 
descriptive purposeful writing. But to a 
certain extent, it’s also in the eye of the 
beholder.

A: Some artists build a persona 
for themselves. Your friend, Claire 
Boucher, states in interviews that 
she consciously keeps the identity of 
Grimes, that image or alias, separate 
from her personal identity as Claire. 
Have you ever felt the urge to double 
your identity in that sense?
DW: For me, it’s not a deliberate at-
tempt to separate those personalities 
so much as, this musical project and 
my life as a musician express one side 
of who I am as a person, and there are 
many other sides to me that just don’t 
have a place in what I do as a musician. 
Like the music that we make is really 
serious, but people who are my friends 
would not think of me as a serious per-
son. But that just doesn’t have a place 
in what we do. That’s just not how I 
choose to express myself musically, for 
whatever reason.

As a band, I try not be bound to 
a very serious engagement with an au-
dience. There are shows where we play 
the same songs, but it’s a totally not 
serious event at all. There’s lots of jok-
ing around, lots of humor. I try to keep 
that intact. I think it’s taxing when 
there’s a band that has this rigidly mo-
notonous emotional perspective. “It’s a 
serious band, they’re emotional, they’re 

tortured, and at every show they’re tor-
tured on stage.” And that’s melodrama. 
That’s melodrama because it so clearly 
doesn’t represent nearly who they are. 
That can be avoided when there’s nu-
ance to the expression. When it feels 
like a real person who has intense emo-
tions but is not a Hollywood veneer, or 
whatever.

A: There definitely seems to be a theme 
of identity loss in the album.
DW: Yeah, that was really more just an 
unintentional subconscious thing go-
ing on in my head. All the songs were 
all just written at different times. The 
first few songs were written when I was 
in a space where I was very unsure of 
who I was or what I was doing, so the 
first songs written for the record were 
written as a reaching out to myself to 
explain myself as a human being. Yeah 
I guess they’re all concerned with iden-
tity, I don’t know why. I guess at some 
level, it’s just something that preoc-
cupies me. There’s a few themes that I 
didn’t even think about until the record 
came out, and it was in people’s hands, 
and new perspectives came out. There 
were these lyrical themes that came 
down to even the name of the album 
that I didn’t even plan out.

A: You guys are a fairly new act. How 
have your experiences with the music 
industry been?
DW: My experience in the industry 
was basically that we initially weren’t in 
the industry at all, until we started to 
feel like what we were doing as a band 
in our early stages was something that 
had a lot of power to it. We stumbled 
upon something that felt very mean-
ingful to both of us. It was the only 
thing I wanted to do with my life: write 
music, tour, blah, blah, blah….We 
took a step toward the business, and in 
a couple months things just started to 
happen really fast. I started to realize 
that the way in which we would exist 
as a band would be up to us, and there 
were varying degrees to which we could 
engage with the industry.

The members of Majical Cloudz wowed students at Eclectic last 
Thursday with their sponteinaity and electrifying personalities.

LAUREN CHANG/STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

A: Your friend, James Brooks, of Elite 
Gymnastics has voiced some heavily 
critical opinions on the music business.
DW: People like James have had an in-
fluence on me in terms of raising issues 
that I had not even thought of: the role 
of alcohol at live shows, how non-all-
ages shows can be preventive to creative 
success....He’s inspiring in the sense 
that he poses questions that as a musi-
cian, if I have any self-respect, I need to 
answer. But yeah, my experiences in the 
industry have been good; we’ve been 
very lucky. The industry has received 
us pretty warmly. But we’re not a per-
fect puzzle piece for the industry. Our 
music is not a fit for bar spaces, it’s not 
really upbeat, it’s not music that can 
sell a lifestyle, and I don’t really believe 
in those things….I don’t drink alcohol 
anymore, I don’t engage with aspects of 
the industry that have to do with ap-
pearance or image anymore, you know 
what I mean? We’re going to tour in 
Europe and then have some indefinite 
time off to work on the next record. It’s 
a constant learning process. Just trying 
to maintain the notion that we have 
agency over our own destiny as a band.

A: Matthew seems to play an interest-
ing role in the band. Does he consider 
himself more a collaborator or…?
DW: It’s kind of a unique relationship. 
The songs are all mine, and they’re all 
very personal songs, and there’s an ele-
ment to the project where I’m person-
ally interacting with audiences through 
the internet, through the music….So it 
started off as my project, and to a cer-
tain extent it continues to be that. But 
his role in the band is very much, in 
another sense, on an even playing field. 
We have worked together 50/50 on 
coming up with the sound of our mu-
sic, the development of the aesthetic, 
the band as an idea—it came through 
our partnership. Before that it was just 
this raw thing with no real direction 
yet…The extent to which the writing 
process occurs.

A: Cool.
DW: Sweet.

CHECK OUT THE ARGUS ON TWITTER!

@WESLEYANARGUS
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Avoid The Morning Scramble: 
Break an Egg, Make An Omelet

By Jess Zalph 
Food Editor

This is how most of my weekend 
mornings go: first, wake up around 
11 a.m. Stare at the clock numbers 
on my phone for a few minutes, then 
say, “Nope, not happening,” and fall 
back asleep. Next, wake up around 
1:30 p.m. Wonder fervently what I’m 
doing with my life, and more impor-
tantly, whether I should go to Usdan 
to get brunch before they shut me out 
at 2 p.m. Invariably I will procrastinate 
on this decision until getting an official 
meal would mean sprinting, dishev-
eled, across campus. I then proceed to 
sprint, disheveled, across campus.

The most tragic part of this en-
deavor is that upon my arrival to 
brunch (complete with uncombed hair 
and now-broken flip-flops), there really 
won’t be any food left and I will have to 
scavenge a sad looking piece of grape-
fruit and make myself a soggy, topping-
less waffle.

My new-school year’s resolution is 
to try to combat the underlying factor 
that causes this situation: that I feel I 
have no respectable and cost-effective 
alternative to Usdan brunch. (Sorry, 
WesWings. I love you to death, but 
getting a breakfast pail on a regular ba-
sis will leave me pointless in October... 
again.)

Omelets are a brunch staple and 
are wildly versatile, so whether or not 

you share my weekend brunch di-
lemma, it makes sense to have them in 
your repertoire. While fillings are not 
necessary, they are fun to experiment 
with. One of my favorite combinations 
is black beans, onions, goat cheese, and 
avocado.

According to “The Art of 
Manliness,” a website I frequent, there 
are two different types of omelets. One 
of these is the “classic” omelet, de-
scribed below. This involves cooking 
the egg, then filling it with the ingre-
dients of your choice and folding one 
half of the egg over the fillings. The 
other type of omelet is the “hotel” type, 
and it involves mixing the ingredients 
into the egg and using the pan to flip 
the heterogeneous egg mixture.

The reason I am teaching you the 
classic omelet is because it is simpler, 
in my opinion, and because I lack the 
coordination to throw food in the air 
without destroying it. If you learn how 
to flip an omelet in the classically suave 
pan-flippy way without having it land 
on the floor or an innocent bystander, 
please be sure to teach me.

The Basic Omelet
1. Prepare all omelet fillings. Most 
vegetables, like onions, peppers, and 
spinach, should be chopped into small 
pieces and sautéed. Precooked foods, 
like beans and most meat, are better if 
heated, but this is not necessary. Cheese 
and avocado should be uncooked but 
cut into small pieces.
2. In a bowl, whisk together eggs, salt 
and pepper. Continue whisking as you 
add the water, and beat until the eggs 
are a uniform color and airy.
3. Heat the olive oil in a nonstick pan. 
An official omelet pan is preferable, but 
not necessary; just make sure the eggs 
cover the bottom in a thin, even layer. 
When the pan is warm, pour in the egg 
mixture so that it evenly covers the bot-
tom of the pan.
4. Do not stir the eggs, but rather let 
them cook until the bottom solidi-
fies. Use a spatula to lift up the eggs, 
then tilt the pan so the runny liquid 
on top pours underneath the lifted 
eggs. Continue this process, rotating 
the part of the eggs that you lift and 
pour under, making sure that the eggs 
do not stick.
5. When the top is still slightly runny, 
put all of the fillings on one half of the 
omelet. Use your spatula to flip the 
other half over the fillings. Move the 
omelet around in the pan to make sure 
it doesn’t stick, and after approximately 
a minute once the egg seems entirely 
cooked, it is finished.

INGREDIENTS
2 EGGS

3 TBSP. WATER
1/4 TSP. SALT

1/4 TSP. WATER
1 TSP. OLIVE OIL 

FILLINGS

Soaked Your 
Phone? Rice to The 
Occasion!

By Eden Jablon 
Contributing Writer

How many times has your 
phone, in one incident or an-
other, gotten wet? Even if it 
hasn’t happened to you yet at 
Wes, if you’re anything like me 
then the odds are good that at 
some point you will have to 
make a mad dash to Weshop to 
buy rice. Five points and several 
hours later, your phone will be 
saved. You will also have a two 
pound bag of rice in your room.

As college students we 
can’t really afford to waste, so 
here’s my proposal: next time 
you happen into possession of a 
large amount of rice (be it from 
phone saving or otherwise), 
make a meal out of it. A simple 
fried rice dish is quick, afford-
able, and ridiculously tasty. It’s 
also easy to cook in bulk, so you 
can feed a whole group of your 
friends.

Below is the very basic 
recipe I used. I initially looked 
online for recipes, but I found 
that many of the suggested in-
gredients were too expensive or 
difficult to find. Really, you can 
add whatever you have on hand, 
including vegetables, tofu, or 
sauces. Ginger, green onions, 
and cashews are always great ad-
ditions to stir-fry.

Ingredients like salt and 
pepper are good investments if 
you’re planning to cook again, 
but the initial purchase can get 

pricy. I recommend talking with a 
group of dorm mates about splitting 
the cost of staple foods, pots, and 
pans. Cooking is a communal expe-
rience, so never feel shy about asking 
that random girl down the hall if she 
happens to have soy sauce or a rice 
cooker.

Not only is cooking with friends 
more fun, but the cleanup also goes 
really quickly. Even if that is not 
your initial reason for enlisting their 
aid, it is a fantastic perk!

Fried Rice
1. Cook rice fully using whatever 
method you prefer (I generally use a 
rice cooker).
2. In a large pan, heat olive oil and 
sauté vegetables and onion until veg-
etables are warm and onion is trans-
lucent.
3. In a separate bowl, lightly beat 
eggs. Pour eggs into pan and scram-
ble gently (about five minutes).
4. Add rice and stir all ingredients 
together for three minutes, season-
ing with salt, pepper, and soy sauce. 
I also added garlic powder and srira-
cha for a little kick. Feel free to get 
creative!

INGREDIENTS
2 1/2 CUPS OF LONG GRAIN RICE

1/2 ONION, DICED
5 EGGS

1 BAG FROZEN MIXED VEGETABLES
1 TBSP. OLIVE OIL

SALT AND PEPPER, TO TASTE
SOY SAUCE, TO TASTE

Continued from front page

what’s out of reach?”
While sugar may or may not be 

naturally addictive, I believe nearly 
anything can be addictive if it comes 
with enough positive reinforcement. 
Dessert is given a boatload of positive 
connotations. Not only is it the re-
ward for finishing “yucky” vegetables, 
but it is also associated with birthdays 
and holidays.

There is also an automatic as-
sumption that children will not like 
healthful foods, and people tend to 
develop what is expected of them. In 
many books, television shows, and 
movies, the idea of kids not wanting 
to eat vegetables is pervasive. As an 
avid viewer of the PBS show “Arthur,” 
I remember watching with fascination 
the episode where D.W. refuses to eat 
most foods. I also remember read-
ing “A Bad Case of Stripes” by David 
Shannon, which centers on a girl who 
absolutely refused to eat lima beans. 
While these stories send a good mes-
sage in the end—that healthful foods 
are actually good—it establishes these 
types of foods as something  “differ-
ent” that should be treated with cau-
tion.

In the position of an educator 
or a parent, it is easy to fall into step 
with the examples you are aware of: 
the ways those around you are acting, 
or the ways your parents acted when 
you were a child. At the camp, though 
many members of the staff agreed 
theoretically with the idea of granting 
children “eating independence,” most 
followed the trend of applying coun-
terproductive pressure simply out of 
habit.

While pressure should be avoid-
ed because it turns mealtimes into a 
battle rather than a pleasant experi-
ence, children may still need guid-

ance. Even though kids are naturally 
curious, something they have never 
experienced before can be daunting. 
Setting a good example can work 
wonders in this respect. Show them 
that grownups eat vegetables too, and 
that eating spinach is a sign of matu-
rity and not a punishment.

Treating healthy food in a posi-
tive manner can be very effective. My 
mother tells me that my grandparents 
would exclaim that they had carrots 
or cherries to offer as if they were a 
special treat, and now you’d be hard-
pressed to find a situation where my 
mom will pick something sugary over 
any good fruit or vegetable options 
(with the exception, of course, of 70 
percent dark chocolate).

At the end of the day, a thought-
ful push for a healthy balance is all 

Kids: Time for Lunch? 
Carrots Are Better than Sticks

that can be expected. Just as I would 
die if I ate only cookies, I would also 
die if I ate only spinach. Personally, 
I feel lucky that I was fully educated 
about food; I crave green beans just 
as often as Peanut M&Ms, and I gen-
erally desire to eat healthful food not 
for the sake of losing weight or im-
proving cardiovascular health or any 
other specific benefits, but simply 
because I think it tastes good. This 
means that if a truly excellent and 
worthwhile dessert opportunity rolls 
around, I can indulge in that as well. 
Just ask my friends about the time I 
ate an entire pint of Coffee Almond 
Roca frozen yogurt.

So, as a general rule of thumb for 
any children you may encounter over 
your lifetime: teach them to love veg-
etables, and let them eat cake.

D.W. is a classic example of the young, picky eater.
 C/O OPENLIBRARY.ORG

Fried rice is a delicious way to cook in bulk; it allows the chef 
great versatility when it comes to ingredients. 

C/O OPENLIBRARY.ORG
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Dear Diary: Freshman Chronicles Dining Discoveries
By Emma Davis
Contributing Writer

Since I spent my first week of 
college in total food confusion, I fig-
ured it would be helpful for me to 
take time to get to know the high-
lights of the University’s dining op-
tions. Living in Clark, my defaults 
have been Usdan and Pi Café, but af-
ter a week of food reconnaissance, I’ve 
now explored further. I’ve chosen to 
chronicle my adventures in University 
dining in an effort to help everyone 
who may be similarly confused, and 
to help you discover new perks of 
the dining system. I have yet to try 
Chique Chaque, Red and Black Café, 
or Star and Crescent, but I’ll get to 
those. Remember, the food critiques 
are one girl’s opinion, and you’re en-
tirely responsible for your own taste 
buds!

Sunday, 9/8/13

Breakfast: Dorm
Started the morning with a 

bowl of ‘Sunrise’ Crunchy Maple 
cereal, courtesy of Weshop. Gluten-
free, not too sugary, and with a pleas-
ant crunch, it’s a great wake-up and 
makes me feel good about saving meal 
swipes.

Lunch: Pi Café
Tried a smoothie for the first 

time, wild berry flavor. If you can 
stand overwhelming sweetness and a 
slightly artificial taste, these smooth-
ies will rock your world. Mine, not so 
much.

My chocolate chip scone, on the 
other hand, was very satisfying, with 
a sugar crust on top and just the right 
amount of butter. Definitely a high 
point of Pi’s offerings.

Dinner: Usdan
Usdan as per usual. Very tempt-

ed by the cheese pizza, the fries, and 
the chicken tenders. Instead, went for 
Alfredo pasta with edamame beans, 
chicken sausage, and prosciutto. Tried 
the pasta stand’s half-portion option 
as suggested by the extraordinary 

Argus Food Editor Jess Zalph. What 
a perfect solution to the massive-
amounts-of-pasta problem! The pasta 
itself was delicious but somewhat 
overwhelmed by Parmesan (entirely 
my fault).

Also had a small bowl of corn 
chowder—a little too salty, but with 
a good texture.

Eyed the chocolate soy butter but 
decided to pass it up.

Monday, 9/9/13

Breakfast: Dorm
Slept in and helped myself to 

the usual bowl of ‘Sunrise’ Crunchy 
Maple cereal and milk. Sad to discover 
that this serving of cereal would be my 
last. Time to restock.

Lunch: Usdan
Had carrot ginger soup (mmm!) 

with a side of cold green beans and 
tofu from the salad bar. Toasted an egg 
bagel to spread with honey butter and 
the chocolate soy butter I had my eye 
on the night before. The honey but-
ter was a life-changing experience: as-
toundingly delicious but probably not 
worth trying if you haven’t had it; that 
way, it can be all for me.

Finished off the meal with an 
Oreo cookie bar; yummy but com-
pletely unnecessary on top of the 
sweetness of the chocolate soy butter. 
Promised to restrain self in the future.

Dinner: Pi Cafe
Grabbed a tofu wrap to eat on 

the go; had to dash off to Bio lab. 
Good consistency, but not much to 
write home about in terms of flavor.

Stopped by Weshop after Bio and 
bought more cereal, instant oatmeal, 
stress relief tea, dried apple slices, and 
fresh raspberries. Back at the dorm, 
couldn’t help trying a raspberry or 
two: ripe, perfect, and worth every 
single meal point!

Tuesday, 9/10/13

Breakfast: Dorm
Switched up my usual meal by 

trying instant oatmeal. Added some 

honey and raspberries and enjoyed 
what felt like a very gourmet breakfast 
at 7:30 a.m.

After Arabic class, came back to 
the dorm to make a chocolate chai 
(hot cocoa powder mixed into Tazo 
chai tea). Still one of my favorite bev-
erages, and a great way to start the af-
ternoon!

Snacked on a few dried apple 
slices while reading for various classes: 
tasty, healthy, and altogether a good 
investment.

Lunch: Usdan
Procrastinated until the last 

minute before leaving for Usdan; al-
most gave myself indigestion wolfing 
down food before class. Ordered a 
sandwich with American and cheddar 
cheese, tomato, and honey mustard 
on rosemary bread, then grilled it in 
the panini machine for a few minutes. 
Resulted in nice grill marks but not 
nearly enough melted cheese. Also had 
a side of steamed asparagus from the 
kosher area, which I’ve found cooks 
vegetables very well.

Rounded off the meal with a 
nut-free, egg-free brownie (as dry and 
crumbly as you might expect) and 
grabbed an ordinary brownie with 
walnuts to take to class.

Dinner: Usdan
One of my stranger dinners. 

Finally gave into temptation and 
picked up some French fries, but felt 
the need to counterbalance the fried 
fare with some Brussels sprouts and 
charred cauliflower. Sat down just as 
the dining area was closing and missed 
out on the chocolate soymilk. Darn!

Wednesday, 9/11/13

Breakfast: Dorm
A new morning staple: instant 

oatmeal with honey. Had a bit of 
a rough morning, so I added a little 
honey to my pre-sweetened chocolate 
chai. With sugar I will survive!

Lunch: Weshop
I had heard about a meal swipe 

option at Weshop and wanted to try it 
for myself. I was mightily disappoint-

ed to find they were out of chocolate 
chip cookies, and my choice of entrées 
was limited to pre-made sandwiches 
and tofu wraps. Decided to go for the 
sushi instead and bought myself some 
avocado, cucumber, and carrot rolls, 
which I shared with a friend. Also 
picked up a small, somewhat over-
priced serving of edamame beans and 
two loose kiwis. A nice meal but one 
that required slightly more sophisti-
cated eating utensils than I had at my 
disposal (butter knives and kiwis do 
not mix well).

Dinner: Pi Café
Rushed to Pi post-TA session. 

Grabbed an everything bagel, toasted 
it twice, and smeared it with cream 
cheese. Heaven for a ravenous Bio 
student.

Also bought chocolate chip scone 
for later; felt indulgent.

Thursday, 9/12/13

Breakfast: Dorm
Woke up to the chocolate chip 

scone from Pi Café I bought the night 
before. Satisfying start to what felt like 
a very, very long day.

Lunch: WesWings
First time at WesWings! Had 

a curry chicken wrap with fries but 
could only finish half. Enjoyed it im-
mensely. Decided to be frugal and eat 
the rest for dinner.

Dinner: Dorm
Finished curry wrap and fries 

from lunch. Not half-bad cold (but a 
tad monotonous).

Friday, 9/13/13

Breakfast: Dorm
Gulped down some instant oat-

meal with honey, as per usual. Brewed 
some Tazo “Focus” tea, which claimed 
to be highly caffeinated. I was uncon-
vinced once I failed to feel the effects.

Lunch: Usdan
Succumbed to the Mongolian 

stir-fry. Always a treat. Loaded mine 
with tofu, chicken, broccoli, shallots, 
and those crunchy, tan-colored, un-

identifiable nubs (later informed they 
were water chestnuts).

Shared a few fortune cookies 
with friends and received a nice for-
tune (could this be considered a din-
ing perk?). Rounded things off with 
some chocolate soy milk and one and 
a half chocolate-iced sponge cupcakes. 
The cupcake icing is quite good, but 
as a chocoholic, I’m very “meh” about 
the cake part.

Dinner: Usdan
Time to be sickeningly healthy! 

Matzoh ball soup from the kosher sec-
tion (watery broth but appropriately 
starchy matzoh), cherry tomatoes, and 
steamed asparagus segments. Not par-
ticularly filling but pretty to look at.

Saturday, 9/14/13 

Brunch: Usdan
A disgusting extravagance. Two 

pancakes overflowing with chocolate 
chips, butterscotch chips, strawberry 
sauce, blueberries, M&Ms, and maple 
syrup.

Threw in some scrambled eggs 
and a few mini-sausages for protein, 
which absorbed some of the syrup and 
chocolate chips. Will be more astute 
next time around and make an exotic 
waffle (batter with chocolate chips, 
etc.).

Dinner: Summerfields
First time at Summerfields! Tried 

the mandarin chicken and spinach sal-
ad and was disappointed. Dry, tough 
chicken, partially defrosted mandarin 
orange slices, sweet sauce, and raw 
spinach leaves made for a salad severe-
ly short of my expectations.

Had mixed feelings about the 
vegetarian egg roll that came as a side: 
crispy exterior with a gross filling (I’m 
picky about egg rolls). Stole inordi-
nate amounts of my friend’s French 
fries. She was smart and ordered 
the chicken tender wrap (so good!). 
Ended with a brownie with coconut 
topping, which was massive and sur-
prisingly moist.

All in all, not too bad for the sec-
ond week of school!
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Women’s Soccer Plays to a 
Draw in Double Overtime

Kerry Doyle ’14 spearheaded the women’s soccer defense in a scoreless draw against Babson College.
SHANNON WELCH/STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

By Asher Young
Contributing Writer 

In its home opener last Saturday, 
the women’s soccer team played 110 
scoreless minutes against Babson 
College, which entered the contest 4-0, 
resulting in a 0-0 tie. Jessica Tollman 
’15 played the whole game in her 
fifth career shutout. The match was 
Tollman’s season debut after returning 
from an injury, which kept her out of 
the Cardinals’ first game at Bowdoin 
College on Sept. 7. Wes now stands 
0-1-1 and is still seeking its first win of 
2013.

Captain Kerry Doyle ’14 an-
chored the team’s impressive defen-
sive effort against a dangerous Babson 
team that had won each of its first four 
games by at least three goals. When 
asked about the team’s approach to 
playing such a potent offense, Doyle 
said that the Cards’ game plan going 
into the matchup wasn’t different than 
any other game.

“We really tried not to harp so 
much on what Babson had done,” she 
said. “We wanted to go in playing our 
own game. Obviously, I had looked 
into their results so far and had noticed 
[their performance], but we didn’t go 
in any differently. [Captain] Brynn 
[Hansson ’15] and I always expect 
shutouts from ourselves.”

After a couple of unsuccess-
ful Babson shots in the first half, the 
Cardinal defense stepped up and didn’t 
allow any more serious scoring oppor-
tunities. Tollman made a couple of nice 
plays in the first half, including a save 
14 minutes into the game.

The game’s best scoring chance 
came about four minutes into the first 
overtime, when Wesleyan forward 
Sarah Sylla ’17 popped a shot from 
the left side of the box over the Babson 
goalkeeper, who had come out a few 
yards from the net to stop the ball. 
However, the shot placed just a few 
inches too high, hitting the crossbar 
for an easy recovery clear out of harm’s 
way.

After fighting an injury for most 
of preseason, Tollman was not ini-
tially expecting to play in Saturday’s 
game. However, Rachel Hobert ’16, 
Wesleyan’s other goalkeeper, broke her 
finger in practice the day before the 
game, forcing Tollman into the start.

“[Tollman] didn’t feel fully re-
covered and ready, so it really took her 
stepping up and knowing that she was 
really our only option and we needed 
her,” Doyle said. “She did all the things 
she had to do well, and we’re really hap-
py to have her back. It’s just too bad 
how it happened.”

Before the season began, Head 
Coach Eva Meredith emphasized how 

strong the team’s defense would be, and 
the Cardinal D definitely made its pres-
ence felt throughout the shutout.

After playing on the offensive side 
of the ball for most of last season, Doyle 
switched over to defense nearing the 
end of 2012 and has played there full-
time this season. Doyle’s exceptional 
speed makes it very difficult for oppos-
ing attackers to get in a comfortable 
position, and she attributes her smooth 
positional transition to her great pace.

“I used to play defense before col-
lege,” Doyle said. “Luckily, I ended 
last season playing center back, so that 
eased the transition a little bit. I was al-
ways communicating with my coach to 
see what I was doing well and what I 
could work on in order to get better.”

The Cardinals’ next game is this 
coming Wednesday, Sept. 18 at Salve 
Regina University, currently 0-5-1 on 
the season.

“I think our second half and over-
time play [against Babson] was a lot 
stronger than how we started,” Doyle 
said. “So we’ll try to go to Salve with 
that same progression, and we’ll hope-
fully get off to a faster start offensively.”

The team is looking forward to 
playing a familiar foe in Salve Regina, 
whom the Cards have defeated in their 
last two meetings. Wes is hoping for a 
similar outcome when it travels to their 
Wednesday, Sept. 18 match.

Men’s Tennis Frosh 
Shine at Middlebury

By Gili Lipman
Contributing Writer

Members of the men’s tennis 
team will be able to sleep com-
fortably tonight after a strong 
showing at the Middlebury 
Invitational. These tournaments 
allow players to work on their 
individual games in a real match 
setting without having to worry 
about team scoring. Many of the 
Cardinals in play took advan-
tage of that opportunity this past 
weekend, as they gained valuable 
experience against NESCAC op-
ponents.

“The team’s performance 
this weekend far exceeded my ex-
pectations,” said Captain Stephen 
Monk ’15. “We certainly have 
things to work on, but it was a 
great debut given how young we 
are.”

The tournament lasted two 
days, and Wesleyan proved to be 
a dominant force. Five Redbirds 
played their way into finals ap-
pearances, including Michael Liu 
’17, who defeated Ari Smolyar of 
Middlebury in straight sets, 6-3, 
7-5, for the ‘C’ Singles Flight 
Championship.

“I just wanted to play as 
solid as I possibly could, and let 
the rest take care of itself,” said 
Liu. “I feel great, and it was a re-
ally fun experience. My mental 
toughness helped get me through 
all of the tightest moments.”

The Cardinals also left 
a strong imprint on the ‘B’ 
Doubles Flight Championship, 
as Monk teamed up with new-
comer Cameron Hicks ’17 to pick 
apart the field en route to an 8-1 
pro-set finals victory over a split-
squad pairing from Tufts and 
Middlebury.

Monk and Hicks empha-
sized constant movement toward 
the net to force extra pressure on 
their opponents. After the match, 
the two noted that their fluidity 
on the court augmented their suc-
cess.

“I think our success came 
from our communication,” Monk 
said. “We made sure to talk after 
every point, and we kept each 
other focused when things got 
tough. He showed remarkable 
maturity for a freshman, and he 
will certainly be one of our mar-
quee doubles players for the rest 
of his four years as a Cardinal.”

Nerves were certainly not a 
problem for Hicks, as he focused 
solely on finishing the task at hand. 
That allowed him to gel with his vet-
eran partner after such a short time 
together.

“I think that the key to our suc-
cess was the chemistry between us, 
which led to our ability to play solid, 
aggressive doubles,” Hicks said. “I’m 
a really high-intensity player, and 
he’s more of a Zen type.”

In addition to playing with 
Hicks in the doubles bracket, Monk 
was also entered into the ‘A’ Flight 
Singles Championship. Monk lost 
in the first round to Timmy Berg of 
Bates, 6-1, 7-5, but remains optimis-
tic for the future.

“My singles loss was tough,” 
Monk said. “I came out weak and 
never really hit my stride. My op-
ponent kept balls in play, and I was 
usually the first one to miss. I look 
forward to playing him again later in 
the year when I’ve worked off some 
rustiness left over from the summer.”

Jake Roberts ’17 was able to 
make it into the second round of the 
‘A’ Flight Singles Championship af-
ter beating Ben Bogard of Bates, 6-0, 
6-0. He eventually lost in thrilling 
fashion to Middlebury’s Brantner 
Jones in a super tiebreak, 3-6, 7-5, 
10-7.

The ‘D’ Singles Flight 
Championship was also a success for 
Wes, as the Birds placed two of their 
own into the finals. Due to the pecu-
liarities of the fall tournament, play-
ers from the same team are eligible 
to end up as opponents. In this case, 
Greg Lyon ’17 was able to defeat 
his own teammate, Charlie Seifer 
’15, 8-4 in a pro-set. Lyon cruised 
into the finals without letting up a 
set in his last three matches, while 
Seifer only lost one set in the tourna-
ment. This match proved a valuable 
experience for the two Cardinals. 
Afterwards, Lyon was ecstatic about 
his success in his first collegiate tour-
nament.

“Winning felt great,” Lyon 
said. “Our guys put in a lot of work 
this summer, and it was great to see 
some results. I think the best part of 
my game today was my volleys. It 
was nice being able to finish points 
quickly and efficiently.”

Team members hope to transfer 
this momentum into the match next 
weekend when they travel to face 
Little Three rival Williams, the de-
fending Division III national cham-
pions.

Writing at Wesleyan 
presents

 Novelist 
Salvatore Scibona

And poet 
Tonya Foster 

 
Wednesday, September 25th, 

2013
Russell House

350 High Street, Middletown, CT

8 P.M.

Clinic Escorts Training
In groups of four we go to a women’s health clinic in 

Bridgeport where they perform abortions every Wednesday, 
Friday, and Saturday morning. Our job is to escort the women 

from their car to the clinic door, as protesters berate them 
verbally.  Volunteers only need to go once or twice a semester.

Come to one of the training sessions 
to learn more:

Tues. (9/17) at 7 p.m. in 41 Wyllys, Room 115
Fri. (9/20) at 1 p.m. in 41 Wyllys, Room 113

Wed. (9/25) at 7 p.m. in 41 Wyllys, Room 115

For more information contact 
swelch@wesleyan.edu and 
nfrangules@wesleyan.edu.
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Volleyball Wins 
Two at Trinity

By Felipe DaCosta
Assistant Sports Editor

After dropping the first four 
matches of the season, the vol-
leyball team was able to secure its 
first two wins of 2013 at the Trinity 
College Invitational this past week-
end. After a winless run at the 
Brandeis Invitational, the Cardinals 
looked onward to Trinity, where 
they registered three quality victo-
ries in 2012.

The Cardinals got off to an 
unlucky start on Friday the 13th as 
the team was dealt its fourth con-
secutive loss at the hands of Eastern 
Connecticut. Even more disheart-
ening for the Cards was that they 
were still unable to win their first 
set of the season, falling 3-0 to their 
intrastate foe. However, the team 
showed great resolve and made the 
necessary tactical adjustments to 
sweep their Saturday opponents, 
Clark University and Worcester 
State.

Saturday’s opening matchup 
against Clark marked the first 
meeting between the two squads 
since 2011, when Clark upended 
Wes 3-1. After dropping the first 
set 21-25 the Cardinal and Black 
roared back to win three straight 
sets to notch the season’s first vic-
tory.

Coming off of an All-
Tournament performance at 
Brandeis, captain Kate Centofanti 
’14 followed with a dominant 
showing against Clark. The outside 
hitter combined with fellow captain 
Kim Farris ’14 to account for 43 of 
Wesleyan’s 67 kills. Centofanti and 
Farris outdid the entire Clark squad 
themselves in that regard, as the los-
ing squad amassed just 39 kills in 
the contest.

The final set of the match 
proved to be especially thrilling, as 
Clark mounted a comeback from 
6 points down to even the contest 
at 24-24. After digging out a hard-
fought point to leap ahead, Farris 
buried the match with her final kill 
of the contest to seal the deal for 
Wesleyan’s first win.

The Cardinals built off of 
the momentum from the morning 

Field: Offense Downs Babson
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Kim Farris ’14 registered 42 kills as the volleyball team picked up 
a couple of wins over the weekend.

Continued from front page

Cardinal this season, leading the team 
with 11 shots, 6 of them on target.

Once again, Sara Grundy ’16 was 
strong in goal, saving four of five shots 
and increasing her save percentage to 
.786 on the season. At this point in the 
year, Grundy has 22 saves, while oppos-
ing netminders have stopped just 18 
Wes attempts.

The team now heads into the 
heart of its season with the majority 
of upcoming games against NESCAC 
opponents. Wesleyan is getting set to 
take on one of its toughest opponents 
on Tuesday, Sept. 17 at 6 p.m. when 
defending Division III champion Tufts 

comes to town.
Tufts is 3-0 on the season with a 

2-0 NESCAC record. In the Jumbos’ 
first three games, they outshot oppo-
nents 95-17 while only allowing four 
penalty corners and two goals. This 
game will surely test the Cardinals’ 
strength, but they are up for the chal-
lenge. The upcoming game on home 
turf will be a good test of the team’s 
skills, and a victory will require a group 
effort on both the offensive and defen-
sive ends of the field.

“I think Tufts is going to be a very 
strong competitor,” explained Bruckner. 
“They are coming off of a national 
championship and they have a lot of 
momentum. That being said, we have a 
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The Cardinals defeated Babson College their first win in the season. Co-Captains Amber Bruckner and 
Blair Ingraham scored.

lot to prove on Tuesday. The last time 
we saw Tufts was during NESCAC 
playoffs, and I think our team is ready 
to face them again.”

For the Cardinals to contend with 
the Jumbos, they must stay disciplined 
and put pressure on Tufts’ defense, forc-
ing it to make mistakes. This would be 
a huge upset if the Cardinals could pull 
out a win, and would be a big confi-
dence booster as they strive to accom-
plish one of their perennial goals.

Attendees can be assured of see-
ing championship-caliber skills and 
competition at Smith Field, along with 
a chance that the Cardinal women 
pull off a true stunner in front of the 
Wesleyan faithful.

matchup to throttle Worcester State in 
straight sets in their first-ever meeting. 
Farris led the way yet again with 20 
kills and just a single error, while Claire 
Larson ’15 was a steady setter en route 
to 37 assists against Worcester. With a 
breezy 25-17, 25-14, 25-17 win, the 
Cardinals ended the weekend’s festivi-
ties on a positive note.

Farris noted that the team’s tre-
mendous composure was the key to 
turning around the season on Saturday.

“I think that one of our strengths 
during the two matches on Saturday 
was consistency,” Farris said. “I felt 
like we never had a moment where we 
weren’t working our hardest to earn the 
next point. We were trying out a new 
rotation where we had a different pat-
tern of passers and substitutions, so we 
are still working out the kinks of that, 
but offensively we really worked on 
placing the ball where the other team 
would have trouble rather than what 
was easiest for us.”

Being assertive and maintaining 
control of their matches will make or 
break the Cardinals as they embark 
on their first NESCAC contests of the 
season this weekend, facing both Conn 
College and Tufts on the road.

In an email to The Argus, veteran 
coach Gale Lackey commented that 
Saturday’s results further confirmed 
that her squad will be tough competi-
tors in the ’CAC this season.

“After not playing near our poten-
tial on Friday evening the team made 
an impressive turnaround on Saturday 
with two straight set wins,” Lackey 
wrote. “We also displayed tough serv-
ing and consistent serve receive play. I 
was extremely pleased with the inten-
sity and confidence on Saturday and 
believe we can carry this level of play 
into our first conference weekend.”

Farris concludes that Saturday’s 
play may mark a change for Cardinal 
volleyball, which sports a 2-4 record.

“I think that if we keep building 
off of how we were playing this week-
end, we will have a much more success-
ful season compared to previous years,” 
Farris said.

The Cardinals will resume play on 
Friday, Sept. 20 at Conn College; they 
will not return to Silloway Gymnasium 
until Western Connecticut visits on 
Wednesday, Sept. 25.

Men’s Soccer Team Fails to 
Slow Down Wheaton College

By Brett Keating
Assistant Sports Editor

The men’s soccer team suffered its 
first loss of the season last Saturday in a 
non-conference game against Wheaton 
College. Wesleyan fell behind 3-0 be-
fore finally scoring a goal in the 63rd 
minute, an unassisted tally from Chris 
Kafina ’16. Kafina was recently named 
NESCAC Player of the Week following 
his two goals and assist in the 3-1 Wes 
victory over Bowdoin.

Wheaton junior striker Travis Blair 
burned the Cardinals twice for goals, and 
sophomore midfielder Noah Kossoff had 
an assist and a goal of his own. Blair, too, 
is the reigning Player of the Week for his 
conference, the New England Women’s 
and Men’s Athletic Conference.

Wheaton’s first goal came in the 
23rd minute, when a loose ball squibbed 
to Blair, who then pounded a shot from 
about 20 yards out into the far corner 
of the net. Wesleyan had a hard time 
adjusting to playing from behind on 
Saturday, mustering an underwhelming 
two shots, one on goal, in the first half of 
the match. Their opponents had scored 
twice before they even managed to fire 
on target.

Seven minutes after his first goal, 

Blair struck again. He took a feed from 
Kossoff and fired a shot into the low cor-
ner of the net past Wesleyan keeper Billy 
Queen ’16. Queen, who was the third 
goalie on the depth chart last year, was 
playing his first-ever game in a Wesleyan 
uniform. He was the third keeper in as 
many games for the Cardinals, who are 
testing out who they are going to stick 
with for the meat of their schedule 
against NESCAC foes. Queen stopped 
two of the five Wheaton shots on net.

Wesleyan’s first 45 minutes of the 
game were lackadaisical. Cardinal play 
was plagued by miscommunication and 
a lack of effective passing. Most first 
half offensive attacks were stymied by 
the quick Wheaton defenders, and they 
turned the ball over frequently in the 
midfield.

The Birds managed to turn their 
intensity up coming back from the half-
time break, outshooting Wheaton 9-4 
in the second half. Omar Bravo ’15 had 
a great chance to cut the deficit to one 
when, trailing 2-0 in the 48th minute, 
he caught a pass and sped past Wheaton 
sweeper on the right side. Bravo had a 
low angle as he approached the net, but 
his shot deflected off the outside part 
of the right post and bounced out of 
bounds.

Wesleyan maintained the momen-
tum through minute 70, despite allow-
ing a goal in the 50th minute. Wheaton’s 
Luke Finkelstein fired a cross pass into 
the box, and out of a scrum emerged 
Kossoff ’s head, redirecting the ball into 
the net from five yards out. Wesleyan fi-
nally earned a goal back in the 63rd min-
ute when a low cross came into the box 
towards Kafina, who fired it into the net 
for his third goal of the season.

As time elapsed, Wesleyan’s push 
slowed. A pair of yellow cards were 
handed out with three minutes left in 
the game, when a Wheaton attacker 
kicked out at a Wesleyan player during 
a stoppage of play. Hans Erickson ’15 
approached the Wheaton attacker, and 
was accosted by the referee after a heated 
exchange with the attacker.

Wesleyan played the game without 
starters Danny Issroff ’15 and Emmett 
McConnell ’15, who were both sitting 
out the final game of their two-game 
suspensions.

Wheaton improved to 5-1 with 
the result. Meanwhile, the Cardinals, 
who fell to 2-1 on the season, will look 
to improve on Saturday’s effort in their 
first home NESCAC game of the year 
on Tuesday, Sept. 17 at 4:30 p.m. against 
Tufts.
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